
A Yugoslav Weekly Devoted to the
Interest of the Workers

•

OFFICIAL ORGAN OF
J. S. F. and Its Educational Bureau PROLETAREC EDUCATION

ORGANIZATION
CO-OPERATIVE

COMMONWEALTH

NO. 1988. Published Weekly at 2301 So. Lawndale Atc. CHICAGO 23, ILL., October 24, 1945. VOL. XL.

IN FREEDOM'S CAUSE
Obviously, the Dutch and French are unable to restore their hated

rule over the Netherlands East Indies and French Indo-China without
outside aid. No such aid should be given them.

The proper solution for these colonial realms, as for all others
which are as yet unprepared for full independence, is United Nations
trusteeship, designed and administered to prepare the people for in-
dependence at the earliest feasible time. Admittedly, where colonial
rule is at present effective in preventing revolution, such trusteeship,
for the time being, is blocked by the possessing powers. That, however,
is no reason why America should not push for its Immediate application
in areas where the alternatives to trusteeship are chaos or outside aid
for overlords who are unable to make the natives knuckle under.

America cannot dodge its responsibility in these matters. In Asia's
eyes our strength is the primary power upon which white dominion
must rest. Let us tell the colonial masters that they will have no
support from us in reconquering “their” natives—neither moral sup-
port nor such tangibles as shipping. Let us also urge the British, re-
gardless of their own plans for colonial territories under their rule,
not to use British armed forces to compel acceptance of Dutch and
French rule.

If the Dutch and French will not give way to trusteeship now.
requiring them to stand alone against native rebellions might fairly
soon induce them to change their minds.—The Chicago Sun.

THE WHOLE TRUTH
President Truman’s attempt to dump most of the blame for the

Pearl Harbor disaster on the people of America backfired so loudly
that the Administration shrewdly performed a quick somersault and
took the initiative itself for a full-scale Congressional investigation—-
after first opposing such a move.

The buck-passing strategy of the White House, and also of the
brass-hats and the “me, too” press, finds expression in this statement
by President Truman:

The country itself was not ready for preparedness. Every time
the President made an effort to get a preparedness program through
the Congress, it was stifled.”

Let’s analyze those two sentences. If the country were not ready
for preparedness—and remember we’re using an “if”—then clearly it
was not the people’s fault because:

1. Our government, almost up to the last moment, continued to
sanction the shipment of war materials to Japan despite the overwhelm-
ing opposition of the people as expressed in polls of public opinion, and

2. The nation generally was kept in total darkness regarding the
course of our relations with Japan and knew nothing whatever about
the strong demands we suddenly made on the Japanese.

Mr. Truman’s second assertion—that President Roosevelt’s efforts
to get a preparedness program through Congress was “stifled”—is com-
pletely without foundation.

The records show conclusively that every proposal for prepared-
ness recommended by the late President was passed by both houses
of Congress, often by overwhelming majorities.

Newspaper files show, too, that whenever they were questioned in
any poll of public opinion, the people responded by equally one-sided
majorities in behalf of full preparedness.

* ☆ ☆
This is certainly no time for recriminations. Neither is this the

time for shameful buck-passing. Congress has voted a full and frank
investigation into the whole affair. The people do not want the inquiry
to be a political jamboree or a personal vendetta. They want to know
the truth—the whole truth—not only to keep the record of the past
straight, but far more important, to prevent America from drifting into
disaster in the future.—The Progressive.

"Capitalism Dies HarcT
By RAYMOND HOFSES

Editor, Reading Labor Advocate
The alarming failure of the first

peace conference after World War
II might aptly be summarized by
the single sentence—-

“CAPITALISM DIES HARD!”
That is the meaning of the

troublesome and ominous events
that already are casting the threat
of a resumption of warfare over
the world. The old order of free
enterprise and competitive com-
merce has been reduced to rubble.
But the beneficiaries of capitalism,
organized into groups called “na-
tions,” are trying to salvage their
own vested interests from the
ruins.

Socialists are not happy about
the manner of capitalism’s passing.
It was to prevent this very death
agony, as manifested by depres-
sions, wars and threats of war, that
Socialists in all countries organiz-
ed, agitated and educated.

There are many shallow think-
ers who believe that the primary
objective of Socialists has been to
destroy the existing economic sys-
tem and social order. They are
wrong; the big job which Socialists
wanted done is the inauguration of
a new economy and a new society
—an economy based upon produc-
tion for use instead of for profit;
a society recognizing the dignity of
human beings of all races and na-
tions; a society in which coopera-
tion, rather than competition,
would be the pattern of human
activity; a society in which nation-
al boundary lines would cease to
be spite fences.

Long before “isolationist” was
adopted as a “New Deal” swear
word, and before Wendell Willkn
spoke of the need for “economic
internationalism,” Socialists were
paying a heavy price for singing
of the day when “the internation-
al party shall be the human race.’

The point to all this is that So
cialists recognized that merely tc
aim at the destruction of the old
order was both negative and need
less—negative because destructior
merely creates a vacuum; needles?
because, as Socialists tried to makr
plain, every economic and socia’
order carries within itself the seed?
of its own destruction and the day

could not long be postponed when
the present order would become
rotten with its own corruption and
collapse of its own weight.

The further point is that the
Socialist program has been posi-
tive and desperately needed be-
cause acceptance of Socialism by
the peoples of the world would
enable a new order to be born
when the old one died without the
pains which humanity already has
been forced to suffer for more
than a generation.

RUSSIAN-OCCUPIED
GERMANY

The Communist leader Wilselm
Pieck, in a speech in Berlin on
September 10 sharply protested
against the reappearance of old
leaders of the Social Democratic
party in leading party positions.

The former Social Democratic
Deputy, Dr. Schumacher, who
spent 10 years in a Nazi concentra-
tion camp, declared at the first so-
cial-democratic mass meeting in
Hildesheim, that Pieck “jeopar-
dized collaboration between the
Socialist and Communist Parties.’’
He added: “The leaders of our par-
y are elected exclusively by the

members of our party. We do not
allow anyone to interfere in the
choice of persons. Anyone who
would make such an attempt would
face our resistance. As for the re-
sponsibility for the advent of naz-
sm shared by part of the German
abor movement, it rests on those
vho have completely misjudged the
mportance of democracy in the
Political and class struggle (i.e. the

ln the interest of the new
Germany we would prefer to leave
his subject alone, but we are not
ifraid of any discussion . .

. The
Social Democratic Party was the
>nly party in Germany which never
leviated from the line of democ-
racy and peace. History has fully
vindicated this Social Democratic
°arty line.”'

Honor and shame from no condi-
tion rise; act well your part, thereall the honor lies.—Pope.
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Staggering Cost of Peacetime Draft
Government Economist Calculates Armfs Plan, If Adopted,

Would Saddle Burden of 16 Billions on Taxpayer

Exhaustive arguments for and against peacetime military conscrip-
tion are presented in a series of articles in the September journal of the
American Academy of Political and Social Sciences, an impartial orga-
nization of scholars.

Most of the arguments are familiar. Many of them revolve around
the harm done to democracy by the conscript system. An entirely new
approach to the subject, however, is made by Rainer Schickele, a chief
economist of the United States Department of Agriculture.

Schickele points out that the proposed conscript training, plus the
regular army and navy, would cost this country the enormous sum of
$16,300,000,000 a year.

That would be on top of the billions of dollars required for other
government purposes, and for carrying the heavy interest burden on
the $300,000,000,000 debt resulting from the war.

* * * * :*t.

Schickele arrives at his 16-billion-dollar figure by the following
steps:

The army and navy are asking for more than 1,000,000 “regular”
professional soldiers and sailors. Schickele conservatively puts the
future strength of the regular army and navy at 1,000,000.

Official estimates show that, if the one-year training plan is
adopted, about 770,000 conscripts would be trained each year.

Thus the total strength of the regular and conscript forces would
be 1,770.000.

To feed, clothe, house, arm and equip these men would cost
$5,300,000,000 a year.

But that “direct cost” is not the whole cost to the country, Schickele
shows. The “indirect costs” would be even higher.

*****

By a series of careful calculations, he reaches the conclusion that
the 1,770,000 regulars and conscripts would—if they were working as
civilians—produce each year $4,700,000,000 worth of useful goods and
services—real wealth for the American people.

Moreover, vast “industrial resources”—factories and machinery—-
would be required to produce weapons and equipment for the regulars
and conscripts. If these resources were not used for military production,
the> could be producing useful goods for the American people.

This loss of “potential production” is figured by Schickele at
$3,100,000,000 a year.

He adds the direct and indirect costs of the regular and conscript
forces and gets a total cost of $13,100,000,000 a year—figured in “1939
dollars.”

Converting the cost of “1944 dollars”—which are more nearly the
kind we are using now and will use in the future—Schickele puts the
total annual cost at $16,300,000,000.

*****

It is obvious that this country cannot carry that staggering burden,
on top of its other heavy post-war government costs, and still remain
the America we have known in the past.

Enormous expenditures for militarism helped to destroy democracyand free enterprise in Europe, and will do so here.—Labor, Wash-
ington, D. C.

HALF OF BRITAIN'S
FAMILIES ARE NOW
CO-OP AFFILIATES

MANCHESTER, England (CLNS)
—"The British cooperative move-
ment has now attained a numerical
strength which includes half the
families of the country,” the Co-
operative News declares in sum-
marizing statistics for 1944 com-
piled by the Cooperative Union.

During 1944, the Centenary year
of the cooperative movement, the
total membership of retail co-ops
reached a total of 9,225,240, a net
increase for the year of 143,022.
Since most co-op memberships are
held by heads of families, this in-
cludes over one half of the con-
sumers in Great Britain.

Over Million in London
Seven local cooperatives have

more than 100,000 members each.
The London Co-op Society leads
the list with 832,670 members. The
Royal Arsenal Co-op Society, also
serving a section of London not
served by the London Society, has
a membership of 330,235, so that
the number of co-op members in
greater London is well over one
million.

$BO Million Sales Rise
The ’44 sales of retail co-ops

totaled $1,409,000,000, an increase
for the year of over $BO million.
“Most of this increase, in fact, rep-
resents volume increase, and not
much of it can be attributed to
price changes or increased taxa-
tion,” the News declares.

Sept. 30 the London Co-op com-
pleted its first 25 years of existence.
It was formed by merger of several
smaller co-ops at that time. In its
fiscal year just closing, it will do
a business estimated at nearly $BO
million. The savings to members
during the year will be approxi-
mately $4 million.

50 BILLION LOSS ON
SURPLUS WAR GOODS

Fifty billion dollars! That is what
Uncle Sam is going to lose in the
disposal of surplus war materials
according to the House Expendi-
tures Committee, which is drafting
legislation to improve disposal
methods.

The sum which taxpayers will
have to write off, it was pointed
out, is more than the entire na-
tional income in 1933.

IN THE WIND
From THE NATION

SCIENCE: “Every sensitive hu-
manitarian,” says a letter in the
San Francisco Chronicle of Sept.
26, “has reacted in horror to the
savage atomic bomb. As a social-
istic project under a New Deal
brain trust of starry-eyed profes-
sors it is a flagrant example of the
dangers of government meddling
in the field of free enterprise.
These same reformers now want a
iedei'al department of science to
allow these same dreamers to con-
tinue their experiments, the end in
view being, no doubt, to develop
such new cheap sources of power
as to undermine our way of life
under private enterprise.”

☆ ☆ ☆

RELIGION: The Camelback Inn,
Phoenix, Arizona, states in a bro-
chure, “Clientele is rigidly restrict-
ed to 125 Gentiles. Priding itself
on the quality of its patrons, the
inn’s 100 per cent restricted policy
has met with wide approval from
old guests.”

☆ ☆ ☆

MEDICINE: Lonnie Hearon, a
sixteen-yean-old Negro, was badly
burned in a gasoline fire at a Mem-
phis garage on September 26. In
response to a call at private firm
sent an ambulance to take him to a
hospital. But it was an ambulance
for white people only, and when
the driver saw that the victim was
a Negro he left him lying on the
ground and drove away. An am-
bulance for Negroes came some
time later. Lonnie Hearon died
next day.

☆ ☆ ☆

GOVERNMENT: Tamon Mayeda,
who was Japan’s Minister of Edu-
cation in the Higashi-Kuni govern-
ment and has been reappointed by
Premier Shidehara, was formerly
director of the Japan Institute, a
pre-war propaganda outfit with
offices in Radio City, New York.

☆ ☆ *

QUESTION: William E. Laurence
of the New York Times, who ob-
served the effects of the atomic
bomb in New Mexico and over Na-
gasaki, stated recently, “Atomic
energy is here to stay; the question
is whether we are.”

' ' ' ☆ ☆ '☆
STRIKE! “If we are really seri-

ous about sometime inculcating the
Japanese with our democratic doc-
trines,” said the New York Herald
Tribune on September 26, “base-
ball would seem to be an excellent
way to start.”

ROGER BABSON TELLS
A "WHOPPER"

Roger Babson is a great hypo-
crite and also a pestiferous propa-
gandist. When he isn’t delivering
Sunday school sermons, he is pre-
varicating about organized labor or
endeavoring to sell someone a
scheme to get rich on the stock ex-
change. He also writes a column for
the papers.

Recently he told a story about a
young service man who wired Bab-
son for a loan, saying he was
“broke” and coudln’t go to work
unless he paid a union $2O.

Babson didn’t identify the union.
He didn’t identify the service man.
Instead, he proceeded to traduce
trade unions.

“There is little democracy in a
big labor union,” he said. “Mem-
bers vote as ordered; they have far
less freedom than the stockholders
of any corporation.”

We know something about labor
unions, and we know something
about how corporations are run.

We never knew a trade union
which didn’t give its members ten
times as much information about
its affairs as any of the big corpo-
rations.

Furthermore, every union we
know is going the limit to aid re-
turning service men. There’s noth-
ing surprising about that, for hun-
dreds of thousands of the service
men belong to trade union families.

Babson is not so stupid that he
doesn’t know all this, but, like
other propagandists, he doesn’t give
a hoot for the truth so long as his
“racket” continues to pay him
handsome returns.—Labor.

EX-LABOR SECRETARY
WILL TEACH

Miss Frances Perkins, who was
Secretary of Labor throughout
Roosevelt’s four terms, will begin
her new duties at Radcliffe College
in January. She will teach a man-
agement training program in the
graduate school.

STRIKE WAVE
Despite the newspaper scare-

heads of strikes and “waves of in-
dustrial unrest,” there is a smug-
ness about the manner in which
both the government agencies and
industrialists are considering the
current drive to prevent wage cuts.
Beneath the clamor they seem to
welcome it.

As a matter of fact,| American
capitalists have gone through this
situation time and again, and they
have not suffered. For American
capitalism is equipped to handle it-
self in an old-fashioned wage bout.
It knows that no strike conducted
by workers can match the strike
that capitalism can wage against
workers.

Unfortunately it is a situation
fraught with normalcy for Ameri-
can workers too—the normalcy of

SO WE DON'T NEED A LABOR PARTY?
By JERRY KOTZ

Editor of “Local 42 News,” Organ of lUMSW-CIO
Brother, it’s ten to one that you don’t know that Congress fixed it

so that your boss could kick you out of a job, close up shop and spend
the next two years on vacation and still make as much money as he
might if he stayed open.

Or he can operate way below productive capacity, and if he doesn’t
make profits equal to his normal peacetime earnings, the government
will- make up the difference out of a kitty of 62 billion dollars put aside
just for Industry.

Yes, that deal goes for your boss, your neighbor’s boss, almost
everybody’s boss. As a wage and union-busting measure, there was
never anything to equal it.

As for you, suckers, Congress might not even give you the promises
they never keep, and after all, you fellows seem to fall for those
promises over and over again. You know, your kids must eat—so take
what we give or else .”

And, Brother, they aren’t kidding. Business could even change its
tactics and give us a 10 or 15 per cent increase. Then raise prices to
get that and more back.

Yes, sir; they have us by the or so they think. Maybe this
time they have gone a little too far.

Congress pulled this “cutie” in the middle of the war. They called
it tax refund legislation. It went through without any fuss or noise.
The President signed the legislation It is the Law. And baby, it’s a
union-busting fund if ever there was one.

Millions of service men and workers can’t even get Congress to
guarantee jobs at a halfway decent wage, but when Business interests
are involved, Congress works speedily, and quietly and generously.

Jiminy, how much longer are we going to be suckers? We are the
majority. Why in hell should we let them pull deals like this? We andour families have a right to jobs and good pay. We should be ashamed
to have to argue for anything like a sub-standard minimum wage of
65c an hour.

We could change all these things quickly. This tax deal was put
over by the Democratic and Republican parties. The legislative record
is a testimonial to the business interests they represent.

A Labor Party might not elect its representatives in its first election.
But its program would speak so powerfully in the interests of all of the
people and not just a money-hungry minority, that it wouldn’t take
long. And while the men of good will in both parties would be at-
ii acted to our party even the politicians of the old parties would never
again dare to puli anything as raw as the grabs they engineered for
Big Business in the second world war.

It is a fact that many of the same labor leaders who dance with
joy every time a politician makes a promise are the same ones who keep
saying, “this is not the time for a Labor Party.”

It’s time they were made to sing a different tune.

A SUCCESS OF THE WORLD LABOR
CONFERENCE IN PARIS

The success of the world labor conference in Paris is in striking
contrast to the failure of the Foreign Ministers’ meeting in London.
Where Byrnes failed to reconcile Bevin and Molotov, Sidney Hillman
achieved a compromise between Sir Walter Citrine and Vasili Kuz-
netsov. On the eighth day of the conference the formation of a World
Federation of Trade Unions was announced. The Russian demand for
permanent organization was met and so were British reservations. As
a result, the Executive Committee of the permanent WFTU can amend
the constitution during the next two years subject to confirmation by
the general council. During that period also officials of the old IFTU
can be absorbed info the new body as individuals and negotiations can
be carried on for adherence to the WFTU of existing international trade
secretariats., On the question of voting, the credentials committee re-
ported that Russia, representing 27,000,000 workers, will have forty-one
votes; Great Britain and France, each credited with about 6,000,000
workers, will have 23 votes each; and the United States, represented
only by the CIO', will have twenty-two. By refusing to participate in
the new labor organization, the AFL and John L. Lewis have insured
a great preponderance of votes to the Russians. Sir Walter Citrine has
been elected president of the new body, permanent headquarters of
which will be Paris. Louis Saillant, the secretary-general, comes from
the French resistance, in which he gave able and daring leadership,
and the new formation needs strong leadership if it is to play its role
in the transition to a democratically planned society.—The Nation.

Professor Pleads for More Rich Men:
“What this country needs is a good 5-cent cigar,” said Vice Presi-dent Marshall shortly after the First World War.
Marshall was a “piker” compared to Dr. Willford I. King, New

\ork University professor of economics, who is now touring the coun-
try speaking to business men’s organizations as a propagandist for
frank E. Gannett’s “Committee for Constitutional Government.”

What this country needs,” the 65-year-old professor says, “is more
rich men.”

For good measure, he adds that the country needs to abolish all
labor unions, and pass a constitutional amendment limiting taxes on
even the biggest incomes to 25 per cent.

King apparently believes, but does not quite dare say, that the
country also needs to deprive the poor of their votes.

The system of one vote for one man,” he said in a recent talk
at Chicago, “has enabled the poor to rob the rich through income taxesjust as effectively as if they did it with guns.”

The extreme opinions of this “mossback” professor would not be
important if he were not backed by Gannett’s organization, which islavishly subsidized by wealthy men.

It uses this money to spread rich men’s propaganda through speak-ers like King, through employers, through a monthly magazine dis-
tributed free to millions of farmers, and through “America’s Future,”a free magazine for the general public.

This magazine savagely attacks unions and progressive legislation,but it never tells who is paying for this propaganda. So far, it has notfooled many of the American people.—Labor, Washington, D.C.

fighting against a wage cut. For
strikers could really upset the
equanimity of the American capi-
talist if to their wage demands
they added the desire to make an
end of the system whose existence
depends on industrial “unrest.”—
The Call.

RECORD PRICE FOR
WAINWRIGHT STORY

General Jonathan N. Wainwright,
“hero of Bataan,” is writing his ex-
periences in a Japanese prison
camp and they will be printed in a
series of articles by many of the
nation’s newspapers.

King Features Syndicate is said
to have paid Wainwright $155,000
for his literary effort, the largest
price ever paid for a newspaper
serial.


