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LIVING COSTS MUST NOT GO UP
The great increase in prices came aftei* World War One when in

I lie first 1 years food rose 26 per cent, clothing 45 per cent, building
material 65 per cent. In 4he war just ended prices were kept in line
much better than during the other conflict. Now that it is over there
appears to be a tendency to let the lid off. Prices already are climbing,
it was a serious mistake for the Administration to permit the building
industry to get out from under ceiling for that gives validity to any
other claims of other industries as well. Everybody ought to be treated
the same and it is obviously unfair to police prices of a grocer or

clothier and permit a building contractor to increase costs as he pleases.
Failure of the nation to maintain the price structure is responsible

for the epidemic of strikes. If a worker loses a good sized fraction of
his "take-home” pay, while prices of food, clothing, hardware, etc.,
anything he buys, are premitted to remain high, or to go higher, it is
obvious such a worker is not likely to be happy about it.

This is not the only trouble. If the workers’s purchasing power
decreases he will be Unable to buy the products of industry—and that
goes for agriculture. What farmer is so unwise as to think his market
is safe for his products if the "take-home” wages of the armies of work-
ing people are reduced?

At the same time it is plain that it will be necessary to cut workers’
hours if we are to spread employment among the returning service
people and war-industry workers. At first glance this seems difficult
as it means' maintaining wage structure while not permitting living
costs to increase. A check of net incomes of corporations in the United
States, however, discloses that such concerns can—if they will—absorb
the increased wages necessilated by our desire to spread employment,
out of swollen profits. Last year our corporations made three times as
much net profits—after taxes—as in the pre-war base period.

We must decide whether we want unemployment to become ram-
pant. We must decide if we wish to maintain a high standard of living
with a profitable nation of workers and farmers. If we do wish such
a system it is up to the American people to look beneath the headlines j
of the Big Business Kept Press, gaze through the propaganda of sub-
sidized radio twaddlers, and get tough with irresponsible represent- j
atives in the Congress who are representing Big Business instead of
the People.

If we don’t keep living costs down and wages up we are in for
a siege of unemployment and depression that will make the last eco-
nomic collapse like a picnic.—The Montana Labor News.

WHY NOT A REAL TRIAL?
The war criminals facing trial in Nurnberg have already been con-

demned by the opinion of the world. Their crimes were public, and the
results are evident in a continent laid waste, in the still uncounted
millions of dead, and in the profound corruption of the political life of
•he peoples. No court procedure was needed to convict these men. no
new proof required to convince the world that Goring, Streicher, and
their accomplices deserve punishment. For this reason the trial, even
in advance, has taken on a curious air of unreality. It is a political act,
justified and overdue, wrapped up ■in an elaboration of judicial pro-
cedure that seems to a lay observer somewhat farcial. The Nazi leaders
could have been disposed of, it would seem, by the joint decision of all
Allied powers without all these expensive and legally questionable
formalities The banishment of Napoleon offered precedent if any were
needed But the trials are under way, and one can hope that they will
serve to dramatize and recall to the flagging memories of people who
already are beginning to forget, the details of the organized terror
under which Hitler and Ins party attempted to juring the civilized world.
We hope the procedure will be rapid, decisive, and free from the sort
of pettifogging detail that in other political trials—notably the sedition
cases in Washington during the war—has so completely obscured the
issue and prevented a clear judgment. The Nurnberg court is a political
court with a political job to perform. If it allows the trial to degenerate
into legalistic maneuvering and quibbling, its only value will have
been thrown away.—The Nation.

The Choice-Between two Forms of Socialism
By RAYMOND HOFSES, Editor, Reading Labor Advocate
For a number of years, now. I

have been warning those people
who took the trouble to read that
tiie choice before them was be-
tween two forms of socialization.

1. There was the possibility of
socializing THINGS—the natural
resources and industries of the na-
tion—by and for the use of the
people.

2. There was the alternative of
socializing things and PEOPLE—-
by and for the benefit of a super
class.

I did not believe it was possible j
to avoid making a choice between
these two courses, and I don’t be-
lieve it now. The general pattern
of humanity’s institutions is de-
termined by economic develop-
ment, Tiie details are etched into
the pattern by the intelligent ac-
tion or lack of it —of the peo-
ple themselves.

So it was that I never lost con-
fidence that free enterprise would
be replaced by social controls.
And so, too, I was satisfied that
such controls would be authorita-
rian in character unless the peo-
ple themselves organized and act-
ed to make them democratic.

Moreover, I never entertained
the belief that social change would
wait until the people were “ready”
for it. And so it was that I insisted
that NOW is the time for decision.

Well, the people haven’t made
the choice, but President Harry S.
Truman and the economic group
whose advice he takes and whose
interests he serves are taking the
next step.

Those who are making the poli-
cies for all of us are now offering
a program of universal compulsory
military training that enables the
government to socialize the Ameri-
can people when they are young
—and to hold them tightly in the
clutches of- a super-class govern-
ment throughout their entire lives.

Truman says his plan is not “con-
scription,” but “civilians in train-
ing.” The Philadelphia Record, a
Democratic partisan publication,

favors the program advocated but
asserts that Truman is playing
with words to “kid the public.”

Call it what you like—“conscrip-
tion,” “training.” “regimentation”

the adoption of the Truman pro-
gram will be the kind of socializa-
tion that is bound to become the
way of live if the common people

- the workers themselves—com-
promise with class exploitation and
refrain from establishing the So-
cialist program for socializing
things. »

Speaking to workers, as we al-
ways do, what we especially want
to stress is the fact that THEIR re-
jection of Socialism down through
the present century gives a per-
fect justification to those who now
propose to socialize people under
the controls of what quickly must
become a super state that functions

, on class lines.
For the economy of free enter-

,; prise is at last at an end. Capital-
' ists can no longer exploit any-

! thing near like all available worß-
! ers and at the same time find pro-
j fitable markets in an economy that

is free and competitive.
An so the government MUST

I control and regulate the economy
j and YOU, workers, being the

l most numerous, the most trouble-
some and the most menacing ele-
ment within the class society that

- capitalism has developed, must be
. the first to be socialized. Other-
> wise class privilege could not con-
> tinue.

ARMY RELEASES BIG
; HOARD A BUTTER

The War Department announces
» that it has released as surplus

80,000,000 pounds of butter, aboutr pounds for every man, woman
’ and child in the nation.
' Whether the butter is fit to eat

remains tp be determined. The De-
partment of Agriculture said it has
to be inspected, and that this will■ | require about a month. Butter fit

1 to use will reach consumers about»j Christmas.
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WITH SLOVENE D. P.'S IN GERMANY
By FRANK GROSER

One of the things I was always
interested in during my stay in the
ETO was to meet up with any
Slovenes if they were around.
While I was in the Infantry those
opportunities were few as we never
stayed in anyone place very long
and by the time I found out where
these fellows were, we would move
out. The latter part of April I was
transferred to the Transportation
Corps, (rear echelon) and had the
opportunity to stay in one place
for awhile. I was stationed at Aalen
for awhile, but by the time I got
there the Slovenes were moved
out as they were always fighting
with the Serbs. It seems that the
Military Government always put
some officer in charge of D. P.
(Displaced Persons) and the only
Jugoslav officers over here seemed
to be the Serbs who were captured
by the Allies while fighting with
the Germans. And since the Slo-
venes finally had some freedom
they bitterly protested having to
take orders from the Serbs who
fought with the Germans and now
were bossing the Slovenes who;
were brought here as slave labor..
So the best thing the M. G. could!
do was to separate them.

I never came in contact with
any Slovenes until I was stationed
in Bruchsal. Then, thru some Rus-!
sian D. P. I learned that some;
Slovenes were in a small town I
7 miles away so I visited them.
There were two brothers and sis-'
ters living together, named Pirc.!
They were brought there with their |
aged mother, father, another broth-:
er and sister and all the Slovenes
of their community and placed to I
work on the farms, factories andj
homes. The brothers and sisters
were placed in this small town to
work in a noodle factory. ’•They
were given three rooms and be-
cause their boss was a little lenient,
they fared lot better than most
of their friends. He gave them
things not allowed in their rations.
Os course they had to pay for it,
but money didn’t mean anything
to them, as they had lost every-
thing else.

Not long after they were brought
here the aged father became ill
and missed work quite frequently
so he was taken to the hospital for
observation. The next day the fam-
ily was called in to take his dead
body for burial. In Germany if you
didn’t work you didn’t eat. At least
he didn’t suffer a long period of
starvation.

A brother and sister of the Pirc
family were sent to another town
about 100 miles away, and they

; hadn’t seen each other in three
years. Although up to a year ago
they were allowed to write to one
another. The reason I write so
much about this family is because
in the six weeks that I was in Bru-;
schal I became very close friend
with them and the two fellows,!
Paql and Stanley they were al-
ways with me, so I heard a lot of
their experiences.

The four worked in the noodle
factory for $lO a month and out of
each ones salary came $1.50 for!

hospital fund, 25c for some kind
of union dues, 40c for tax for being
single. 35c for income tax, $2 for
rent. 50c for light and 25c for
water. That left $4.70 for their
food and whatever else was needed
or what they could buy. Os course
the cost of living was very cheap
and there was little they were al-
lowed to buy, but as everywhere
here in Germany there was the
black market and if they wanted
anything that they weren’t allowed
to buy, they could get it at a much
higher price on the black market.

The families that had children
had to send them to German |

schools if they were not old enough
to work. No one was allowed to
speak anything but German. The j
children also had to join the Hit-1
lers youth organizations. Since the
area around here was mainly far-
ming and small communities the
D. P.’s here didn’t suffer too badly,
except the French, Russians and
the Poles who had to work in the
factories, where most of them
didn't receive any pay and the food
was very bad.

After this territory was freed by
the French they took everything
away from the Germans and gave
it to the D. P.’s. This included ra-
dios, bycycles, cloths, food and
smokes. So all except the last few
days of my stay there, that terri-
tory was under French and the
people lived in homes, barracks,
schools or any place that was half-
way decent. They all had their
own gardens. Although they didn’t
get much help from the French
they had some freedom and the
Germans were afraid of them.

After three weeks I returned to
visit them and the good Americans
had moved them all into a Monas-
stery, with all the other D. P.’s,
where they were crowded like rats,
two and three families to a room.
The Americans took away every-1
thing they had for which they j
couldn’t show receipts, so most of'
them had to give up their bycycles
and radios etc. Rules on passes be-
came stricter and the Germans
were again able to walk proudly
down the street and not have to
get out of the way for an “aus-
lander”. All the Nazi, or a large
part of thgm, whom the French
had jailed were again walking the
streets with police armbands and
smoking American cigarettes. So
from all I’d seen and heard over
here, I agree with ex-Sec. of Treas.
Morgenthau’s version that the
policing of Germany should be
turned over to the Europeans who
suffered under the Germans (not
only under Hitler) and let the soft-
hearted Yanks return home.

(Continued.)

THE NEWES
‘‘Ha. ha!” laughed the recruit.

“You can’t fool me. I know they’ve
got potato-peeling machines in this

! army.”
“Yes, smart chap,” replied the

sergeant," “and you’re the latest
| model.”

Better be three hours too soon
than one minute too late.—Shakes-
peare.

MILLIONS TO BENEFIT
RICH, SLUM CLEARING
IGNORED

Washington, the Nation’s Cap-
ital, has some of the worst slums
in the country. Instead of remedy-
ing that shameful situation, the
Federal government plans to spend
millions of dollars for the benefit
of wealthy yachtsmen and to build
a mammoth sports stadium.

The War Department announced
that it will spend $2,000,000 to con-
struct three pleasure boat piers and
“beautify the Washington yachting
harbor.”

Many times $2,000,000 wil be
spent on the proposed stadium.

The final responsibility for
choosing between slum clearance,
the yacht harbor and the stadium
rests on Congress, which appropri-
ates the money.

By choosing slum clearance and
low-cost housing, Congress would (
have helped thousands of miser-
ably poor and overcrowded people, j
but would have offended powerful
real estate interests. They profit
by the present housing situation
and want the yacht harbor and
stadium.

:|

SOME ODDS AND ENDS
The present labor unrest is

based on the inclination of the
workers to get the same take-home !
pay as they had during the war.
They point out that they have to •
pay as much as ever for take-home
groceries.—Howard Brubakfer in

The New Yorker.

Utopia: A land where nobody
tries to reform his neighbors until
his own section is free of faults.

Compositions of Brahms, Beeth-
oven and Schubert rank ahead of
boogy-woogy jive tunes, which Gls
in the Southwest Pacific requested
a USO-Camp Shows unit to play
during a recent tour, says the Na-
tional War Fund which finances
USO.

* * *

I had no shoes and complained—-
until I met a man who had no feet.!
—Arabian proverb.

The important Admiral and the
General who was in love with him-
self were stranded on a jungle is-!
land. But they found a rowboat.
“I have a confession to make,” said j
the Admiral. “I don’t know how
to row a boat.” “That’s all right,” j
said the General who loved him-
self. ”1 won’t tell anyone, if you I
won’t tell anyone my secret: “I
can’t walk on water.”—John Paine.

About the .only thing that comes '
to he who waits is whiskers.

A woman is a person who can j
hurry through a drugstore aisle 18 j
inches wide without brushing |
against piled up tinware and then i
drive home and knock the doors;
off a 12-foot garage.—Safety News, j

Cynic: A person who believes i
other people arc as bad as he is. |

GERMAN SOCIAL
DEMOCRATS REORGANIZE

First reports of the convention
of Social Democrats held at Han-!
over, in the British zone of Ger-
many, October 5-7, contain inte- j
resting sidelights. First of all is the j
strange fact that the 200 delegates j
were not allowed to meet in a unit- ■
ed session. That would have been
contrary to the rule which keeps j
the activities of the four occupa- j
'tion zones separated.

Otto Grotewohl and two other
German Social Democrats from
Berlin were present as representa- j
tives of the Social Democratic
Committee of Berlin. There were
present also two members of the
Social Democratic Committee-in- j
Exile, now in London, Erich Ollen-1
hauer and Fritz Heine. The lead- J
ing figure in the work of the con-;
vention was Dr. Kurt Schumacher,
former Raichstag Deputy.

This first over-all gathering of
Social Democratic forces in liberat-
ed Germany gave proof of the par-
ty’s success in the work of reor-
ganization. In prewar days it num-
bered somewhat over 1,000,000
dues-paying members. The reports
delivered at Hanover showed that
already the reorganized party has
more than half that number and is
now, without any doubt, the strong-
est political party in Germany.

The two most important deci-
sions made were that the party will
remain independent—it will not
merge with the Communists—-and
that it will cooperate with all other
democratic forces.

"WELL DONE!"
Operations of the Office of War

Information came to an end at
midnight pf September 15th The
departure of this once vast organ-
ization for disseminating news
touching on both the war and the
home fronts drew little attention,
either in the press or on the part
of the public. This was not sur-
prising-in view of the many
changes which have taken place
since V-J Day; with so many war
agencies merged or abolished, or
reorganized and put under new
leadership, the quiet passing of the
OWI was probably not an event to
attract the attention it deserved.

The OWI, its director, Elmer
Davis, and the men under him, j
did a good job during the war and
to them are due the gratitude of
the press, including the labor press
and the American people. They
worked under trying conditions at
all times and never more so than
when the OWI was made a political
football by the obstructionists and
destructionists in Congress and
elsewhere.

Host of the men who aided in
the direction and operation of O.
W. I. did so at great personal sac-
rifice, This was particularly true
of Elmer Davis, who was drafted
from his well-paid radio job by
President Roosevelt to organize
and direct the OWI and who dis-
tinguished himself throughout his
many months in that post by his
efficency and high type of leader-
ship.—The Brewery Worker.

NO WAR BILLIONAIRES?
The number of billion-dollar cor-

porations has jumped from 32 to 43
in the course of the war, a 35 per-
cent increase, according to a United
Press survey made public August
26.

The total assets of these 43 cor-
-1 porations have jumped 10 percent

in the year 1944 alone—from $91,-
! 186,780,417 to $100,959,882,262.

TRUMAN THINKS WE'VE LOST
We have it from Drew Pearson, the “Merry-Go-Round,” that

President Harry S. Truman has given up—for the next thousand years
or so—any hope of a World Government.

Mr. Truman thinks the people of the world aren’t ready for it
especially those people of other nations who have been exploited and
kept in ignorance. And so, accoding to Pearson—

Mr. Truman has accepted the idea that America must participate
in an international armament race.

When we remember that this war, like World War I, was fought
to make the world a safe place by freeing it from a number of “fears”
including the fear of war—

It seems that Mr. Truman thinks we’ve lost the war!
And so we have—if winning means anything more than giving

this season’s enemies a good trimming.
As we view the President’s surrender of all the hopes with which

the American people gave of their time, labor and blood, we wonder
what ordinary men and women think about their recent victory.

Since an armament race invariably ends in another war, we raise
a number of questions.

Was it, after all, a good thing to sacrifice treasure and lives to
defeat Hitler and Co.?

Was it worth while to work long hours and pile up a $3OO billion
debt which our children are told they will have to pay?

Was it worth while to stand for wage and labor freezing, to sur-
render the right to strike and to follow wherever Leader Roosevelt

choose to take us?
Judging the action by the result, it must be admitted that we have

been doing the wrong thing all the time!
Well, so we have. We made the basic error of fighting for peace

AND keeping the system that breads wars. We shouldn’t have done that.
And the only way we can correct our error now is to abolish the cap-
italist economy.

We should make that correction as soon as possible—and certainly
before that armament race again drags us into another and a vastly
more costly war.

Mr. Truman is to be commended—upon his hindsight.
But we Socialists knew all the time what Truman and many other

people know now:
That the high hopes and promises which readied simple' people for

sacrifice and slaughter were all a lot of “blah” unless the causes that
make for international rivalry and war were removed.

Well, we Socialists wanted to remove those causes. But, as Presi-
oent Truman says, the people “weren’t ready” for industrial democracy
and democratic cooperation.

Once we knew a man who “wasn’t ready” to change his position
when a freight train came down the track on which he was standing
He was a nice fellow. We went to his funeral. Reading Labor

Advocate.

Public's Rights in Airwaves at Stake
The Federal Communications Commission announces it will begin

granting licenses for “frequency modulation,” an improved method of
broadcasting, on Nov. 7.

A great majority of the applicants who will receive consideration
are those who now control standard broadcasting, including the nation’s
largest newspapers and newspaper chains.

If the commission runs true to form, the licenses will be parcelled
out with little regard for the public interest. Since its inception, back
in the Coolidge administration, a majority of the members of the com-
mission have shown more concern for those who control the air than
for the millions who are compelled to listen to the dreary bilge that
comes out of their receiving sets.

When Congress passed the Communications Act of 1934 it speci-
fically provided that the air waves belong to the people and that radio
stations should be operated only for “the public interest, convenience
and necessity.”

The commission is the guardian of the people’s property, and it will
fail to measure up to its obligation and its responsibility if it continues
radio in hands which are interested only in the profits they can wTring
from commercialism of the ether.—Labor.

"ACCIDENTS CAN BE
PREVENTED

“Planning for safety may be a
job for the Safety Committee, and
the design and installation of safe-
ty equipment are definitely the
work of our- engineers. However,
the responsibility for safe opera-
tion always has and always will
rest primarily on the shoulders of
the foreman in direct charge of the
job. He makes the plans for carry-
ing out the work and must so plan
that his men can carry it out with-
out subjecting themselves to un-
necessary risk. There is something
wrong with a department where
men are continually getting hurt.
Whatever is wrong can be correct-
ed if we are all sincerely co-oper-
ative and are willing to make Ac-
cident Prevention an important
part of our day’s work. —Carl W.
Haffenreffer.

BLESSING!
Stomach ulcers, the bane of mil-

lions of Americans, is about to be
mastered, if reliance can be placed
in an announcement by the New
York University College of Medi-
cine.

It declared that Dr. Co Tui,
' Chinese scientist, har discovered
that feeding with a predigested
protein made the severest ulcers
disappear in a week or two.

The discovery was made, it was
said, when patients were being
prepared for operations for stomach
ulcers.

A mother is a person who sees
; there are only four pieces of pie

j tor five people and says she doesn’t
! care for pie.—Anon.

THE LITTLE WOMAN
A woman when launching her

first ship was a little nervous. She
turned to the shipyard manager

i standing beside her, and asked:
j “How hard do I have to hit it to

i knock it into the water?’’


