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THE CRIMES OF CAPITALISM
Skimming rapidly over a single page of one issue of a Philadelphia

newspaper we glean the following headlines:
“Mother of Five Sentenced in Arsenic Ring.”
“Auto Dealer Accused of Cheating Vet.”
“Proprietor Fined For Illegal Liquor.”
“GOc-a-gallon Gas Brings $lOO Fine.”
“Taxicab Driver Kidnapped, Robbed.”

We wish those people who never tire of telling us of the terrible
things that would happen to human society if the private-profit system
were replaced by an economy of production-for-use now would tell
us what they find to reassure them in the results of the capital system.

Thing about those crime stories for a few minutes and it will be-
come evident that they have one thing in common. They are all in-
spired by a desire for easy money.

Basic to the illegal things that people will do for money is the
fact that nobody is’secure in the possession of even a low level of
honest employment. Another foundation stone in the anti-social actions
of people is the knowledge that honest work so often does not yield a
sufficient return while rackets—illegal rackets and those that have
been legalized—pay off well.

And so there are individuals who break the laws of capitalism
to get the things that they despair of getting by honest means.

Moreover, in looking for causes of crime it is erroneous to consider
only the imediate condition of the individual criminal. People are likely
to develop anti-social attitudes by spending the early years of their
lives in squalid neighborhoods and in the presence of parents who have
been frustrated and embittered by the poverty and insecurity which
capitalism* brings to many workers just as surely as it brings wealth
and power to a few owners.

We submit that capitalism can be judged by the kind of people it
breeds and by the type of crimes its criminals commit.

It is probable that there would be violators of the social code
under any form of economy. But there will be fewer crimes inspired
by a desire for personal gain when society makes it equally as illegal
to profit by stealing with a cleaver brain as it is today with a strong
arm.

There is no more reason why a person who owns a million dollars
should be permitted to take what another makes than for a person
who owns a gun to be justified in using it to get something for nothing.
But so long as the one form of robbery may be done legally the other
brand will be done illegally. That is the action and reaction of the
private-profit economy.—Reading Labor Advocate.

Timely Warnings
The address of President John Marchiando and Carter Jenkins,

>PA district director, in Harrisburg recently, struck immensely timely
warnings to the buying public of this nation.

Marchiando’s address, urging caution in buying when all the nation
is in a buying mood and has the money, is particularly appropriate in
view of the pent-up demand for goods of all kinds. It is this kind of
reckless buying which leads to inflation—which in turn leads to disaster
for the working man.

The PMWA President’s appeal for wholehearted backing for the
OPA also struck a responsive note and this support of the OPA will
in turn benefit all the people, those with plenty of money, and those
who live only from one pay check to another.

Jenkins’ address hit another important warning, that against de-
flation, which threatens the nation as well as inflation. Too great a drop-
in earning power can spell as much disaster, the OPA director warned,
as too great an increase in price.

The double warning is not only timely—it is a warning which
must be heeded if this nation is to reach economic success without too
much economic poverty in the near future.

Let's all co-operate.—The Progressive Miner.

Conservatism means never trying anything because it has neve:
been done before.

I

A Word for Conscientious Objectors
President Truman is urged to grant amnesty to conscientious ob-

jectors. About 3,000 are in Federal prisons and 6,000 more are working
under the direction of government agencies. It is said that seven times
as many conscientious objectors are in prison as during World War I.

It is difficult for the ordinary American to understand the con-
scientious objector. Probably some are just “crackpots.” Others may
be seeking to avoid dangerous military service. But a considerable per-
centage—and those are the ones we are interested in—really believe
that the killing of a human being, under any circumstances, is a crime
against God. They are willing to go to jail, or face a firing squad, rather
than commit that crime.

The government had to be strict with them during wartime. Now
that the war is over they should be turned loose, except that small
minority of “draft dodgers” who were prompted by fear, and not by
conscience.—Labor.

POSTWAR BLUNDERS
OF WORLD WAR I

December sth is the twelfth an-!
niversary of the repeal of Prohibi-
tion. The National Prohibition law
went into effect on January 16,
1920, a litle over fourteen months
AFTER the end of World War I. In
the thirteen years that followed,!
until repeal of the law, this coun-
try went through a period of law-
lessness unparalleled in world his-
tory. The record of that period is
one of national intemperance, po-
litical corruption, organized crime,
a general abandoning of all moral
principles. Prohibition was a failure
and its repeal was hailed as a re-
turn to national sanity.

It is almost certain that if an at- 1tempt were made to repeat this big
postwar blunder of World War I
National Prohibition—in this post-
war period of World War 11, it
would arouse a wave of indignation
and protest so great, so overwhelm-
ing, that few men in public office
would dare to ignore it. The Na-
tion learned its lesson from that
mistake and profited thereby. *

There were, however, other
costly mistakes made in the post-
war period of World War I which
it appears, have been forgotten.
One of these mistakes was the al-
most frantic speed with which war-
time controls were abandoned. '“Re-
turn to normalcy” was the catch-
word of that period, shouted by
politicians who wanted to get back
into office and by industrialists

and business men who wanted no
check on profits. Attempts at price
control were abandoned; food con-
trol was dropped; the U. S. Em-
ployment Service was sabotaged;
stabilization was discontinued—in
short, business and industry were
successful in forcing the adoption
of the same suicidal “hands off”
policy they are trying to force the
Government to adopt today.

We wouldn’t go back to national
prohibition again and all its mis-
eries and horrors. We mustn’t go
back to so-called “normalcy” again
until we know that all dangers of
deflation, all threats that we may
again suffer the depressions that
followed World War I, are re-
moved.—The Brewery Worker.

BIG DEFICIT
A war is far from paid for when

the last shot is fired. Just how
far was revealed by estimates of
government expenditures in the
“fiscal” year which will end on
June 30, 1947.

Uncle Sam will spend about
850,000,000,000 in that year, gov-
ernment financial authorities say,
and collect about $30,000,000,000,
leaving your Uncle $20,000,000,000
“in the red.’

Comforting Thought
It may be true, as some cheer-

ful philosophers tell us, that
money doth not bring happiness,
but it does help one to be miser-
able in comfort.
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the little fanfare and a minimum of public bickering, the
Sinclair Oil Corp. and the Oil Workers Union (C. 1.0. have announced
agreement on a new contract embodying 18 per cent wage increases,
ihe good sense of this union and company in working out thqir jointproblems is a excellent omen.

The union-baiters in Congress are doing everything in their power
t° stir UP public excitement about an alleged “tidal wave” of strikes.They carefully ignore the undeniable problems faced by working peo-
ple whose incomes have been drastically slashed while the cost of livingremains high. They ignore the overwhelming evidence that delays in
production of peacetime goods are traceable only in a minor degree
to labor disputes.

The Sinclair settlement is a sign that a management with the good
will to bargain collectively can reach a reasonable agreement witha union of equal good will. The union didn’t hold out for the full 30
pci cent in its original demand; it compromised for 3 percent above
the 15 per cent originally offered by several oil companies. The corpo-
ration, on the other hand, did not engage in a sitdown strike for higherPrices which would gouge the public. It has been clear for some time
that negotiation of a few pattern-setting agreements might break thelog jam of disputes which have piled up since V-J Day. The settlement
by Sinclair puts considerable pressure on other oil companies now be-
foie the Presidents lact-finding board. It should also have an effect
in industry generally.—The Chicago Sun.

Nationalization Continues in Britain
Britan’s Labor government continues to “nationalize.” No one getsexcited except American newspapers and some business men who see

the specter of Socialism crossing the Atlantic.
Biitish business is not alarmed. The Labor government has been

extraordinarily generous to owners—too generous, in the opinion of
many observers.

I he Labor government s latest move is to prepare to take over the
railways, canals, busses and trucks and all gas and electric utilities.

To encourage agriculture to produce the food desperately needed
to cut down imports, prices for the farmer’s products are to be guaran-
teed for four or five years and an effort will be made to cut up the
land into small holdings. Unfortunately, this feature of the program
seems to be weak. A sufficient effort is not being made to break up
large estates.

Evidently the Labor government is endeavoring to redeem its
pledge for a measure of “socialism in our day.” In addition to the
enterprises mentioned above, it has nationalized the Bank of England,
the international network of cables and wireless (the government al-ready owns the domestic broadcasting system and the telegraph), coal
mines and civil aviation.—Labor.

TOO LATE, MR. TRUMAN?
President Truman’s request to

congress for controls over real
estate prices and new construction
comes a little too late for most of
us.

Realty prices have gone skyward
without a pause in the last two
years. Today homes worth §6,000
are selling for $9,000 and $lO,OOO,
and the average man is stuck with
it.

Pegging realty prices, which ul-
timately may be of some value,
comes about three years too late,
although it is not too late to put
ceilings on new materials for home
construction.

The danger of a policy of wait-
ing, as has been followed in real
estate values in the last several
years, probably will produce the
same condition as price fixing on
other commodities prices were
fixed AFTER prices had risen from
25 to 50 per cent, with the result ■that living costs have mounted
while real wages, or take home!
money, has b#en unable to bridge!
the gap between living costs and
earnings.

All we can do now is hope that
the Truman real estate and new
building policies will work out
satisfactorily. The Progressive
Miner.
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A PARTY TO HELP FEED
YUGOSLAV CHILDREN

Oh January 6. 1946, at 4 P. M.,
the Young People’s Division of the
American Committee for Yugoslav
Relief will give a party to help feed
Yugoslav children. The party will
be held at the home of Dr. and Mrs.
S. Holtzman, 5621 So. Blackstone
Ave. Admission will be 10 cans of
baby food, or 80c with which to
purchase such foods. All young
people are invited..

Mrs. Eleanor Koosevelt', honorary
chairman of the Baby Foods cam-
paign, has issued a statement re-
garding the food situation in Yugo-
slavia, and the children of that
country. Part of her statement fol-
lows: “It is a cruel irony that the
Yugoslavs have very much less to
eat than the German population.
Newspaper and UNRRA reports
place the daily consumption of food
in Yugoslavia at 900 to 950 calories,
whereas Germanu has a daily diet

; that averages 1500 to 1550 calories.
While hunger is general in Yugo-

i slavia, it falls with particular sev-
I erity upon the children. One day,
today’s children will be working
with the children of Yugoslavia
for a better, happier world. Isn’t
baby food for Yugoslavia’s children
a good way to start future friend-
ly collaboration?’’

Entertainment and refreshment
wil be provided by young Yugo-

! slavs.

SOME ODDS AND ENDS
Misgivings over the presence of

our troops in North China are
groundless, it appears. We now
have the State Department’s sol-
emn assurance that the boys have
gone along to the civil war only
as guests.—“Senator Soaper” in
the Cincinnati Times-Star.

* * *

• Most people think they
would rather be miserably rich
than happily poor.

# ❖ sjc

Congress wants to outlaw
strikes, incorporate unions, end
the union-shop, impose compul-
sory arbitration, and limit visits to
the toilet. But they’ll still let a
fellow join the Chamber of Com-
merce.—John Paine for. Federated
Press.

* * V

• We’ll say this for Hitler as
compared with Bilbo: Hitler
never claimed he was a demo-
crat.

* *

The Russians have discovered
gold in Siberia, where the tem-
perature goes down to 94 degrees
below zero. This is believed to
be the only place where gold is
frozen harder than it is in the
United States. The St. Louis
Post-Dispatch.

• If excuses were troopships,
the Gls would have been home
two months ago.

* * *

When you get so that it takes
great big troubles to trouble you,
and little bits of things to make
you happy, then you are on the
right track.—White.

In one Continental country, 25,-
000,000 people homeless. In an-
other, 1,000,000 shivering in dug-
outs, 10,000 of them a month dy-
ing of tuberculosis and only one
doctor for every 3,500. In a third,
no fuel, no hope of any in the win-
ter at hand. In a fourth, whole
cities with scarcely a pane of win-
dow glass. If the blessings of peace
seem slow in getting round to some
American neighborhoods, consider
Europe. The New York Times
Magazine.

Evanston, 111., in recent months
has been terorized by thugs, rap-1
ists, holdup men and all forms of
gambling. Yet Evanston is official-
ly —if not actually dry. How
come? No city of proportionate size
in the U. S. has such a record. Per-!
haps Mrs. D. Leigh Colvin, presi- \
dent of the WCTU, whose home is j
in Evanston, might explain this
phenomenon—or is she too busy
with the affairs of other cities?—
Tavern News.

A civilian employe at the Naval
Air Technical Training Center cir-
culated an appeal for donations to
a “Widow of the Unknown Sol-
dier's Fund.” In a matter of a few
minutes he collected $ll, which he
then returned to the donors, having
proven his theory that people will
donate money to any cause.

From all that a civilian can.
gather, the next world war will
have at least one admirable feat-
ure. It won’t drag along for years.
It will likely be over the day it
starts. —The New York Times Ma-
gazine.

Heavily penalizing strikes which
defy no-strike clauses in contracts;
would have only one inevitable re-
sult, as Representatives Smith of 1
Virginia and Cox of Georgia, who;
are sponsoring such legislation, j
ought to know. It would insure that
henceforth no labor union would
agree to a no-strike clause. It might
even lead to insistence by unions

that existing contracts be opened
up for delection of no-strike
clauses. If, therefore, no-strike pro-
visions in contracts have done any
good in any instance, a bill to make
them unacceptable to labor unions
is no forward step.—The St. Louis
Post-Dispatch.

Despite the President’s wishes,
Congres has voted to return the
employment agencies to the States.
Perhaps the idea is that if unem-
ployment is divided into 48 parts
it will not be noticed so much.
Howard Brubaker in The New
Yorker.

GRUESOME
Mass slaughter of human beings

has ceased, but the heavy tool of
life and limb among the railroad
workers goes steadily on.

According to a report issued by
the I. C. C., 651 employes were
kiled and 35,447 were injured in
the line of duty in the first nine
months of the year. This is a de-
crease in the number of fatalities,
but an increase in the number in-
jured.

TRAGEDY OF YUGOSLAVIA
The following article appeared in the Minneapolis Star-Journal,

o1lowing an interview with Capt. John A. Blatnik of Chisholm, Minn.,
vho spent seven months with the Partisans in Yugoslavia.

“After 18 months of foreign service, during which he spent seven
nenths behind the enemy lines with Tito’s Partisans in northern Yugo-
lavia, paratrooper Capt. John A. Blatnik, state senator from Chisholm,

s back in Minnesota.
Capt. Blatnik’s first assignment was to work with the Yugoslav

Partisans in setting up an escape system by which American airmen
who had bailed out over Yugoslavia were picked up by Partisans and
riendly peasants and brought safely to secret landing fields where they
were evacuated by planes and flown to their bases in Italy.

Later the captain was head of a military intelligence unit following
movements, and activities of the enemy and reporting them to Allied
jeadquarters in Italy.

Capt. Blatnik and his men were briefed at their headquarters so
that in case of capture they would be treated as regular prisoners
of war.

After the Americans got into Yugoslavia they learned that on
iirect orders from Berlin the Germans would treat all such Allied per-
sonnel captured behind enemy lines as espionage agents, which meant
the death sentence if captured.

Usually outnumbered and poorly equipped, the Partisans con-
tinually and relentlessly waged their amazing guerilla war against
die enemy.

‘lt was obvious,’ said Capt. Blatnik, ‘that the Partisans knew not
only what they were fighting against, but clearly understood what
they were fighting for.’

Although considerable arms and supplies were flown in by the
Allies during the last year of the war, for the first three years of war-
fare in Yugoslavia the Partisans had to rely entirely on captured enemy
arms and clothing.

"In addition to the Nazi and Fascist systematic program of mass
extermination of Yugoslavs, the Nazi technique of ‘divide and conquer’
brought about an intercine warfare that was ghastly and tragic,” the
captain said.

The people were divided into about a dozen different parties or
movements. Many of the groups fought against each other occasionally,
but all cf them fought against the Partisans at all times. The Partisans
were the only ones who consistently fought the German invader.

“The tragedy ended with 10 per cent of the nation’s population
killed during the four years of war. If we in America lost in dead by
same ratio, we would have had 13,000,000 dead.” *

The captain worked with Russian and British officers who were
also with the Partisans. He had an interesting six weeks working with
Maj. Randolph Churchill, son of the British wartime prime minister.

“March and April of this year found us in a rather though spot,”
said the captain, “as the British would say, we thought we had ‘had it’,
or in plain American ‘our goose was cooked.’ We were in Slovenia, the
northern part of Yugoslavia, completely surrounded.

“Coming toward us from the south were the enemy and Yugoslav
quisling troops being pushed northward by the regular Yugoslav Parti-
san army. Crowding

-

us from the northeast were the Germans retreat-
ing from Hungary and under heavy Russian pressure. Just west of us
the Germanst were pouring in from their retract from northern Italy.

“The route through northern Yugoslavia was the enemy’s main
escape route into Austria and Germany, and even that was being nar-
rowed down by the Russian drive into Vienna. We were really in the
middle of one big traffic jam, and for a while it looked as though this
were ‘it’.

Toward the end of April we finally broke through the enemy
lines south of us and joined up with the regular Partisan army. We
marched on up with them and got into Trieste in Italy as the war
ended.”

The captain said he got his biggest thrill in picking up American
airmen who had been shot down over Yugoslavia or who had bailed out
from crippled bombers.

Capt. Blatnik visited Slovenia in northern Yugoslavia with his
mother 23 years ago.

"In January of this year, I was in the village where my father was
born and where I had visited 23 years ago,” he said. “I visited my two
aunts, but as an enemy garrison was only six miles away, I didn’t dare
reveal my identity to my relatives for fear they would become victims
of enemy reprisals. Two days later the enemy were in the same village
and it took five days for the Partisans to drive them back.”

Capt. Blatnik joined his wife, the former Beth Arnold of 2840
Humboldt avenue S., and their baby boy at her home in Minneapolis.
They spend December and the holidays with the Captain’s parents,
Mr. and Mrs. Blatnik, Sr., in Chisholm.

Blatnik earned his paratroop rating at a British Royal Air Force
parachute school in Italy. In addition to three battle stars, he has the
air medal and the bronze star medal with oak leaf cluster.

Cedric Adams wrote in his column in the same newspaper:
1 his story comes from Capt. John A. Blatnik, paratrooper who

spent month’s with Tito’s Partisans behind the lines in Yugoslavia.
He writes: “The spirit and morale of the Partisans were nothing short
of phenomenal. They had none of the things a regular army provides
its soldiers. No regular issue of clothes, no food, arms, ammunitions,
medical care, USO shows, toiled articles, insurance, mail ... I told the
Partisans how our soliders, too, were going through hell on the battle-
fields all over the world. The Partisans would listen carefully as I told
hem cf the bitter, bloody amphibious landings our men were making

on the islands in the Pacific. I told them of the mud in mountainous
Italy. After I had finished, a young Partisan spoke up:

“ Yes, they are brave men, but I think there’s a difference. For
you Americans this war is a fight; to us it is a struggle.’ Then I re-
membered how not long before this I was with a Partisan patrol
making a night crossing of an enemy-held valley with its well-guarded
road and railway. I noticed a barefoot, ragged member of our patrol.
He had no riffle, no granade, no weapon of any kind. I asked him
why he was traveling with us. He replied, ‘I come along so when one of
our comrades falls, I pick up his riffle and ammunition and go on. The
rifle must go on.’

I think I begin to understand what the Partisan meant—for us a
1 ight, for them—a struggle. Then I thought of Valley Forge.”

Not Impossible
The Bituminous Coal Institute recently announced that a billion

tons of coal will be needed each year during the reconversion period
and for the next several years to maintain a steady flow of merchan-
dise.

While the figure appears a little fantastic, in view of record pro-
ductions slightly under 700,000,000 tons, obtaining a billion tons of
coal per year is not impossible, if that much will be needed.

All that is necessary for such production is a 50-week year of
guaranteed work, with production on a steady basis instead of hills
and valleys of production, depending on the weather.—The Progressive
Miner.

It was Lincoln who said that no man is good enough to govern
another man without that other man’s consent.

“There can be no liberty without freedom of speech and the right
of assembly to petition the government.”—Alfred E. Smith.


