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Many Jugoslavs inDachau
By JOSEPH DRASLER

(Formerly Assistant Editor of Proletarec)
Just about half a mile from our

quartermaster depot, located on
Dachau strassc which leads to the
city of Dachau and its infamous
concentration camp, the Jugoslav
camp is located. So far I have be-
come acquainted with about seven-
ty Slovenes in this camp. The main
element is Serbian, .around a thou-
sand former prisoners of war, in-
cluding just about every political
and military group in Jugoslavia
throughout the war. All of these
people are anti-Tito and refuse to
return to their country. Those who
were Partisans have already gone
home. They are fed and billeted by
our Army and have no complaint
on that score, for it has been a long
time since they have had it as good.
Their billets are as good as ours
their food is wholesome and they
get enough of it. At present they
are not doing any work, but our
Army has promised to attach them
as a labor oattalion, the same as
done with the thousands of Poles
who also refuse to return to their
native land, and whose barracks
are located on the opposite end of
our depot.

Most of these people spent some
time in the notorious Dachau con-
centration camp. The experiences
they relate arc heartbreaking and
bring tears to their eyes. Many of
them were in the camp when our
army liberated it.

There were no exagerrated sto-
ries published about Dachau. Ali
of it was true—and more. I saw it
for myself. A group of our com-
pany went through the camp with
a former prisoner, an old Polish j
man as guide, who could speak I
English well. I saw the crematories, j
the large one built during this war!
and a smaller one they had set up!
before. I saw the gas chamber dis-1
guised as a large bathroom, so that!
the condemned prisoners went into!
it quietly in the belief that they j
were going to get a bath. Even j
though the prisoners knew there,
was a gas chamber somewhere on
the grounds, they did not know
they were in it until it was too
late. I saw the bloodsoaked ditches
at the execution grounds—the dif-
ferent places inside and out where
they hung prisoners—the barrels
of human ashes in the basements,
and tht' containers in which it was
to be sent to the families from
whom a large fee was collected for
this service—the bone grinding ma-
chine in which the larger bones!
coming out of the ovens were
ground up the rows of kennels I
where the Germans kept wild dogs,
that were turned loose on condom- j
ned prisoners. The horror imprints
that formed in ones mind upon see- i
mg this scene of hell—made us!
sick in stomach, in heart and in!
mind. Some of the most gruesome j
sights are the clay figures showing ;
prisoners—or rather skeletons of
prisoners—in various torture posi- 1tions employed by the nazi mad-
men. These clay figures were made
by the liberated prisoners who wit-
nesed all this carnage. The German
S. S. guards did the supervising
while the wretched prisoners were
forced to do the hauling of dead!
bodies out of the gas chamber into!
the crematories. These living dead!
were never allowed to mingle with,
other prisoners and then were j
themselves gassed and cremated
while others took their place as
haulers—in one horrible cycle of
death.

This entire section of the camp
is now preserved, as a shrine to the
228,000 people who were put to
death there.

Many Jugoslav prisoners went,
through the gates of Dachau never
to return. The suffering and tor-
ture undergone by these Jugoslavs
who ended up in Dachau and other
similar concentration camps was
but a small link in the trail of des-
truction the Germans blazed across
their country.

Is it any wonder the Jugoslav
people, or the Czech, or the Rus-
sian and Polish, or any other peo-
ple that was crushed under the
Nazi yoke, cannot understand why
we Americans are so lenient with
the Germans? And they shake their
heads sadly. Our soldiers donated
their own ration of candy to Gcr
mans at Xmas time—the same Ger-
mans who for six years robbed,
starved and plundered the peoples
of every country they overran. One
condition here that is overlooked,
or for the most part unnoticed by
G.l.’s, but definitely resented by
the D.P.’s, is the fact that the Ger-
man women sport new clothes and
furs as if Fifth Avpnue with its ex-

elusive shops was located right
downtown. Most of these clothet
were stolen from France and othei |
countries, and the displaced poo i
pies are acutely aware of it. Whai I
a contrast between these German
and the people 1 saw in Czechoslo-
vakia, where the people are wear-
ing wornout clothes. And one can
well imagine what the situation is
in Jugoslavia and in all the other
countries the Germans plundered.
The displaced people see this and
are dumbfonded at our treatment
of the German people. They arc
full of hatred for anything Ger-;
man, and with good reason. 1 be- j
lievc that if they were given free
reign over defeated Germany there
wouldn’t be a living German left
—that is the extent of their hatred.
It will take scores of years to erase
the tragedy from their minds and I
the hate from their hearts.

All of these men—-Slovenes, Ser-
bians and Croatians spent long
years as soldiers in the various go-
rilla bands that fought first against
the Italians and then the Germans ,
and then among themselves, and
now as if they haven’t suffered
and sacrificed enough, they are
men without a country. None of i
them know what has happened to
their families, their homes and
their loved ones, and this is their
greatest grief. According to my
own conviction, they have betrayed
unwitingly through ignorance, or
otherwise, the peoples of Jugosla-i
via by fighting against each other;
in the name of ex-king Peter and |
.his royalist followers,—but I can-j
not help but feel sorry for their
plight. 1 have spent many evenings!
in Iheir barracks talking to them, j
men of all ranks, from soldier to
colonel. They hope to become at-
tached to our Army and stay here
as long as there is work for them, i
and there is plenty for all. The food
for our American troops in south-
ern Germany is unloaded and dis-
tributed from this point. They will
not be happy men—a longing for
their homeland and their own peo-
ple will be an endless punishment.

No other country lost as many
men in this war as Jugoslavia in
comparison with its population.
This was due to its early heroic
resistance to the nuzis and later,
due to the lack of unity and har-
mony within the country, paved the J

way for dissensions, sellouts and
conditions under which brother
was fighting against brother. In all
this tragic destruction I believe
that the ven-of-the-church played
a big part in leading the poor— j
unenlightened people.

Marshall Tito has promised poli-|
tical amnesty to all who return to
Jugoslavia before the end of Feb-
ruary, yet they do not go. There
are approximately 10,000 of these
former chetnics, ustashi, royalists
still in Austria, 3,000 in Linz, 2,800
in Spill a I an der Drau, 10,000 to
15,000 chetnics and ustashi and

Hungarian royalists in Merdmanns-
dorf, Judenburg and Wolfburg.
What do they hope to do? They are
almost totally ignorant of what is
going on in the Free Jugoslav Re-
public. They will continue with
their propaganda among the Amer-
icans and whomever they may be
able to reach, relentless in their
fight to discredit the Partisans and
their new freedom, and try to re-
gain the political power for their
leaders. As time will go on, and
vigilance will be relinquished, their
paid leaders will infiltrate back
into positions from where they can
carry on their work to bring back
the royalist clique and King Peter.
I just surmise this action—they have
not told me as much. Basing my
opinion upon the news that I get
from our American Slovene papers,
Proletarec and Prosveta, and the
“T & T” of Louis Adamic, they
will have, fortunately, very little
opportunity of success. Time will
tell just how strong are the con-
victions and how strong the will of
the majority of the Jugoslav peo-
ple. The reactionary headways, if
there will be any, will no doubt

jbegin with the return of the flock
| to the "guidance” from the pulpit.

OUT AGAIN—IN AGAIN
| To satisfy the law saying "entry j
| visas must be signed on foreign j
soil, 900 European refugees whoj

J came here in 1944 were recently i
; sent across the Canadian border to |

; Niagara Falls, Ontario. This week
92 of them came back into the;United States to stay. The rest will j
follow in groups.
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COAL MINING OR FLYING? Gl PICKS PIT
Joscpd Di Santo might have become a commercial transport pilot,

but he chose to go back to his job in the coal mines. Why? Di Santc
base some very sound reasons.

As a lieutenant in the Army Air Corps, piloting a plane first in the
Troop Carrier Command, then in the Air Transport Command, flying
between South America and Miami, Di Sante saw a lot of places. None
looked so good to him as his old home place in the Panther Valley of
Pennsylvania’s anthracite coal fields.

He’d seen how other people worked and lived and decided that
was not what he wanted. Once the war was over he went back to the
valley and into the mines, working at his old job of rockman in tunnel
construction for the Lehigh Navigation Coal Company.

Othere Panther Valley servicemen are returning to the mines too.
Already, about 150 have been granted miners’ certificates. Their aver-
age age is 27. They are all high school graduates. Most of them had gone
into the mines because it was the only employment the valley offered,
and a good many of them had dreamed of graduating from the mines
into other things. But now they’ve traveled the world over and decided
home wasn’t such a bad place after all.—United Mine Workers Journal.

WHY A BRITISH LOAN
The loan to Britain for which Mr. Truman asked congressional

approval recently is a vital part of the postwar economic structure we
have begun to build. Orations against the loan will come cheap on
Capitol Hill for a while. But the baying of isolationists cannot conceal
tlie fact that, if we would build a new world which will have a better
chance of peace and prosperity than the old, we must back fine phrases
with effective national policies.

Congress has approved the Bretton Woods agreement, the ex-
panded Import-Export Bank and extension of the Reciprocal Trade
Agreements Act. All arc based on the sound premise that America’s
interest calls for broader multilateral trade among nations as free of
discrimination and hampering restrictions as possible.

Britain, as a direct result of the war, faces special difficulties in
conforming to tins pattern. If it is to our interest to establish the pat-
tern, it is equally to our interest that Britain shall be enabled rapidly
to go along with us. That is the purpose of the loan.

With these funds, Britain can relax exchange controls and trade
restrictions faster and farther than otherwise would be possible. With
them, she can help build a system of world trade instead of turning to
protected economic regionalism. Witli them, she can join us in spon-
soring reduction of all barriers to free and full international commerce.

Because this country is no island, because American jobs depend
in part upon the state of the world, the loan is an investment in our
own future prosperity. Wc cannot run out on the loan without running
out on the whole trade structure we have undertaken to rear as a bul-
wark of peace.—The Chicago Sun.

Mikolajczyk On Collaboration With Moscow
Stanislaw Mikolajczyk published an article in Peasant’s Banner

in Warsaw in October, from which the following is an excerpt:
The Polish Peasants’ Party is a legal party with full rights for

political activity. It collaborates with the Provisional Government of
National Unity and shares its responsibilities. .. . We arc in favor of
loyal collaboration with all the other parties in the coalition . . . By our
loyal efforts we want to gain the confidence of all the other parties
We will not be discouraged by chicanery. It is clear that not one of the
coalition parties can accept a situation in which one party monopolizes
power, while the others shoulder the responsibility. Wc trust that such
a situation will never occur. . . We have never been read ionaries, and
we regard it as below our dignity publicly to justify ourselves, merely
because somebody mischievously calls us reactionaries. Too many
irresponsible accusations have been bandied about. We arc sufficiently
strong by ourselves not to need the support of reaction . . .

The Polish Peasant Party is in favor of nationalization of key
industries, communications and banks. It considers private initiative
and property as necessary within the limits of their public usefulness.
It demands rational proportions between industrial and agricultural
prices.

The basis for Polish-Russian relations is mutual respect for their
i-ocial and ecoaomic structure and their sovereignty, and mutual non-
interference in each others’ internal affairs. Speaking frankly, in the
latter respect, everything is not going ideally.

But on the highest level of mutual contacts, the bases of our
alliance with the Soviet Union never questioned. On the contrary.
On that level we always found good will to eliminate difficulties. We
do not think that it would be in the interest of either Russia or Poland
'f collaboration were based on one or two political parties only. We con-
sider that our alliance and collaboration will be more solid than it is
today when our Eastern neighbors will have been convinced that they
can rely on the large masses of the Polish nation. The great influence
of the Polish Peasant Party should play an important part in this.”
From The New Leader.

U S. SPECULATORS
THINK WE WON WAR
FOR THEIR PROFIT

American and British
Capitalists Now Buy
Germany’s Industries
Washington.—Sensational reports

.eveal a dangerous contrast be-
tween two facts:

1. American government and
Army authorities arc trying to dis-
mantle Germany’s war industries
and convert them to production of
peace goods, to wipe out the fun-
damental source of Germany’s war-
making power.

2. American and British specu-
lators are buying up the stocks of
Germany’s war industry corpora-
tions, in hope of making a big pro-
fit when Uncle Sam turns his back
and those industries begin war pro-
duction again.

The reports said the speculators
are buying the stocks from Ger-
man “refugees” in the United
States, England, Spain, Portugal,
Sweden, Switzerland, Brazil and
other South American countries.
Some of these refugees are Ger-
man industrialists and financiers
who backed the Nazis.

“Some time in the future, when
the Allies have ended control over
the German industrial plants,” a
government official said, “the spe-
culators will assert their ownership
of those plants.”

It is obvious that the speculators,
who must be men of wealth, will
use their influence to get American
control of the German plants ended
as soon as possible, even if that
may mean another World War.

FREE ENTERPRISE?
By FRED THOMAS
Ohio CIO Council

In view of the present Big Busi-
ness double - talk slogan of Free
Enterprise, it might be well again
to look at the record. How “free”
is Free Enterprise? According to
Dr. William Thorp, economist for
Dun & Bradstrcet, two-tenths of
one percent (.2% ) of U. S. corpora-
tions actually own and control
fiftytwo percent (52%) of the vot-
ing stock of all corporations.

To get an idea how “free” enter-
prise is lor the little business man,
Consider the following concentra-
tion of power:

Cigarettes: three companies con-
trol 80 % of business; Autos: three
companies, 86% of business; Alu-
minum: two companies, 100% of
business; Beef products: two com-
panies control 47% of business;
Copper: four companies, 78% of
business; Plate glass: two com-
panies, 35% of business; Iron ore:
four companies. 64% of business;
Steel: three companies, 60.5% of
business.

This is but a partial list of the
handful of giant corporations hold-
ing American “Free Enterprise” in
a tight fist. It is now historical
knowledge that 60 families control
the financial destinies of 130 mil-
lion Americans. When we hear,
therefore, talk about “Free Enter-
prise” suffering of the 130 million
arc given security by their govern-
ment, we actually are talking about
just enough people to crowd a 9 x
12 room.

BUSINESS CROOKS
"GYPPING" VETERANS

Returning service men are beset
on all sides by crooks who are out
to deprive them of the meager be-
nefits of the “G. I. Bill of Rights.”
“Yank.” the enlisted man’s news-
paper, estimates that veterans arc
being “gypped” to the tune of $2,-
500,000,000 a year.

These harpies are not slimy cre-
atures who have crawled out of the
underworld. They arc realtors,
used car dealers, money lenders
and other business men who have
ornate offices, their names in tele-
phone directories and probably arc
members of Chambers of Com-
merce.

They are offering former service
men worthless stock, non-existent
businesses, franchises of no value,
partnerships in over-rated firms,
virtually worthless land at fantast
ic prices or something just as usc-
les.

Better Business Bureau are not
interested when a used car dealer
charges twice as much as an auto-
mobile is worth, or a realtor un-
loads a farm at a price more than
twice its value and which will
prove only a headache to the twind-
led veteran.

Nothing could be more contempt-
ible than the cheating of men who
have made terrific sacrifices that
their country might live and re-
main free. No punishment for the
guilty could be too severe.

KICKED OUT
Archduke Otto, a Hapsburg,

claims the throne of Austria. His
brothers recently slipped into the
country to survey the situation.
They were promptly shown the
cloor.

Otto spent most of the war years
in Washington. Society made a
great fuss over him and he was
fond of talking about his scheme to
unite the Balkan states, with his
family restored to its ancient pre-
rogatives.

Clearly, the people of Austria
are not impressed. They arc
through with the Hapsburgs.

Keep Buying Bonds!

MOURNERS FOR LOST TIME
Since workers in the nation’s basic industries have resorted to

strike action to gain high wage rates we are hearing loud and numerous
.\;ails about the woelul waste of time that is resulting.

We say now that of all the hypocrisy we have witnessed in recent
vears that complaint is just about the worst.

The same people who are mourning for the time lost now didn’t
see anything wrong about the idleness of many more millions of work-
ers over the long period that began in 1929, when industries were
closed at the orders of the owning class.

Now that workers appear to be taking the initiative in bringing
mdustry to a standstill, it’s all wrong. But when the owners of industry
posted the “Shop Closed” signs their actions were viewed as un-
avoidable.

Even Franklin D. Roosevelt accepted the owners convenience and
profit as just cause for keeping almost a third of the nation’s wage-
earners in idleness. The best he could think of in the gravest days of the
depression which swept him into the presidency was to create an
artificial scarcity by limiting production and destroying things of value
that people needed. He, too, took the position that labor would be
employed when industry could get profitable orders and not before.

And so, rather than take over the industries for public service, he
provided work—and customers for business—by foolish made-work,
tasks.

We have not forgotten that the same voices that now are raised
to blame the strikers also heaped condemnation and abuse upon the
unemployed in those bleak years of free enterprise’s collapse. The
unemployed were “too lazy to work.” Tffey “wanted somebody to keep
them.” They “never worked when they had jobs.”

Remember? Well, we’re not too worried now because the workers
have closed the mills. At least they are ready to work when they get
what they consider decent wages—just as the owners were ready to
permit them to work in former days when the profits were right.

We don’t like strikes any more than most people. They are a sign
that the working people of America have not learned how to use their
political power in away that will make the resources of America serve
*hem instead of a few owners. But workers have as much right as
owners to say when they shall stop working.And whoever believes that
a worker should be laid off to suit the boss ought to agree that the
same worker has a right to quit working when it suits him to do so.—
Reading Labor Advocate.

GERMANY WEEPS-FQR HERSELF
The evidence coming out of Germany shows conclusively that even

in defeat, that Germans still consider themselves a master race.
And they still hope to avenge their last defeat as they tried to

avenge the first. This means another war, unless Germany can be per-
manently stripped of her power of aggression.

This is not as easy as it sounds. While our troops are in Germany,
Germany is working through secret connections in Switzerland, Spain,
Argentina and other “neutral” nations to rebuild the industrial empire
ihat financed two German wars to conquer the world.

It will do no good to prohibit the rebuilding of the German arma-
ments industry in Germany and permit it to be rebuilt secretly in other
nations.

To prevent that, we must trace German financial manipulations
and, if necessary, we must get tough with the “neutral” nations who arc
attempting to rebuild Germany as a military power.

As a cover for their warlike ambitions, the Germans are starting
their familiar cry-baby technique. They are trying to create sympathy
for themselves and thereby allay the suspicions of the allied nations
who defeated them twice.

They are now weeping over the hard lot of German w'ar prisoners
in France. They claim the French are working them too hard and not
feeding them enough.

This is an ironic complaint from a nation that systematically
starved and tortured thousands of French prisoners while the Germans
by scientific malnutrition attempted to wipe out a whole generation
of French children.

Among other things, the Germans complain that the hard hearted
French compel them to dig up the mines the Germans planted to kill
French, British and American troops.

Why shouldn’t they dig them up? They know where they are and
if anyone is to be killed in tha hazardous task, let it be those who set
the death traps.

Os course the Americans are more sympathetic than the French
Our country has not been periodically invaded and ravished by the
Germans, as France has.

We would probably dig up the mines ourselves, as we are doing
in Japan. And if anybody got killed, it would be Americans. That must
give the Japs quite a laugh.

But the French aren’t giving the (Germans anything to laugh about,
if the rest of the Allies handle the Germans in the same stern manner,
they will never jeopardize world security again. Vive La France!
The International Teamster.

CENSORSHIP LOSES A BATTLE
The Supreme Court’s unanimous decision in the Esquire case

should mark the end of a peculiar repugnant era of Post Office Depart-
ment censorship. For many years, often in response to pressure by
moralistic lobbying groups, the department has claimed that it can ar-
bitrarily deprive publications of their second-class mailing rights on
grounds of alleged obscenity. The standards for judging obscenity were
’oose and shadowy; the devices used were sometimes shoddy and dis-
lonest. The danger of favortiism, injustice and political censorship was
>bvious. Yet not until recently-was there an authoritative high court
lecision protecting citizens against this potential abuse of executive

power.
The general public can safeguard itself against the salacious and

corrupting through the exercise of local police authority. If further
protection is deemed advisable in federal law. the remedy is legislation
to create fixed standards, which would be enforced through established
judicial procedure. The post office’s business is not to act as a censor
of morals but to carry the mails.—The Chicago Sun.

BYRD MACHINE
HASN'T REFORMED

Virgina prepares lo repeal the
poll tax as a qualification for
voting. The Byrd machine bows to

; public sentiment.
But the Byrd machine, one of

the most unscrupulous political or-
ganizations in ths country, has not
reformed. It is preparing to amend
the election laws so as to make it
even more difficult for voters to
cast ballots if they are not friendly
to the machine.

Some Virginia papers, including
the Norfolk “Ledger-Dispatch,”
have had the courage to expose the
scheme, but the machine controls

! the legislature and will probably
ride roughshod over the opposition


