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A SOUTHERN SOPHIST SPEAKS
A good friend has sent us an editorial written by Edward J. Mee-

man, editor of the Memphis, Tenn., “Prcss-Scimitar,” in which a
warning finger is raised at those who speak only of “Labor” and “Man-
agement” but neglect to take “Capital” into consideration.

“Capital,” says Editor Meeman, “is the indispensiblc third part-
ner” of Labor and Management. And then he goes on to assert that
“Proof that capital is indispensible is found in the fact that both Com-
munist Russia and Socialist Britain are seeking loans from the United
States today—they need our capital.”

Since he was writing an editorial about “Capital,” it would appear
to us that Editor Meeman should at least have told his readers what
• Capital” is. But he didn’t. His closest approach to a definition is
the statement that “Capital” is the passive means which men can
use for any end, good or bad.” And since that might have been said
with equal truth and no less clarity about cobwebs or manure, it
doesn’t explain very much.

Further down in his article, Mr. Meeman trips over his own tongue
by confusing capital with private property and urging that workers
be encouraged to thrift so that they can have savings to invest. And it
;s right there, as Mr. Meeman slides easily from “Capital” to “The
Capitalist,” that he reveals the sophistry of his argument.

Our own contribution to clarity can begin with the admission
that capital is necessary for the advancement of human welfare.
Following which, we must explain that capital consists of THINGS
—and not of dollars—which man can use to increase his- wealth and
advance his own well-being.

Labor Power is capital—the only capital which many people
possess. So are the coal, oil and mineral deposits below ground, the
land itself and the trees and plants that groy upon the land.

If Mr. Meeman accepts that definition (and let us be the first
to admit that it condenses into a paragraph what books have been
written to explain) then it is true that Communist (?) Russia and
Socialist (?) Britain need our capital: They need our minerals,
our metals, our lumber, our food and other things that have been
made valuable and useful by labor power.

But those nations don’t need our gold—not at least for any other
purpose than to exchange it for capital and consumption articles.
Russia, which needs all the real capital it can get, showed its con-
iompt for money itself when, during the division of the spoils of
victory, that country calmly disavowed any claim to German gold
out took all the machinery it could get.

Russia wanted capital. But it did not want gold or money be-
cause both rate low in the scale of capital. *

We suspect that Editor Medman knows better. We believe he
was pulling the wool over the eyes of his Southern readers by mix-
ing up “capital” with "capitalist.”

Editors of the private-profit press don’t want people to under-
hand that

Although mankind needs capital it doesn’t need the capitalist.
It is possible to socialize the ownership of real capital and to use it
for the creation of abundance for all instead of for the profit cl
private capitalists.

Russia, which Editor Meeman uses as an example, has demons-
trated how well the private capitalist can be dispensed with. Britain
promises to do the same thing. And even here in these United States
proof that dollar capitalism is losing status is furnished by the falling
value of dollars in the market place, by reduced bank interest rates
for saved dollars and by the fact that more and more of the public’s
saved dollars are being banked with the government rather than with
private bankers.

Yes, we need capital. But, no, we don’t need the capitalist. If
we had needed him we’d have lost the war when he refused to capi-
talize and forced the people, through their government, to extend
the war economy by public capitalization.

Mr. Meeman wants us to “forget Communism’s nonsense.” Per-
haps Ik* also wants us to forget that the American people have
hundreds of millions of dollars worth of publicly-financed industries
which could be used FOR Americans just as effectively as they were
used AGAINST Germans and Japs. Reading Labor Advocate.

Study Spanish and Grow Young Again
Kenesaw M. Landis II in The Chicago Sun

If you feel yourself growing old,
and want to reverse the process, I
suggest you go to the nearest book-
store and invest $1 in a book, dis-
armingly entitled “Spanish in 20
Easy Lessons.”

I discovered this elixir of youth
a few days ago, as a result of a
promise I made to my wife last
summer that we would go to Me-
xico this winter.

When the time came for us to
depart, I suddenly woke up to the
strange fact that the inhabitants of
Mexico speak Spanish. I thought a
knowledge of the language might
be helpful, especially if I wanted
to understand the presidential
campaign which has just started
down there.

I don’t know why I thought so.
The more I have learned of Eng-
lish, the less I have been able to
understand the difference between
the Republican and Democratic
parties here at home.

A Basis for Understanding
But no matter. The first three

Spanish verbs 1 ran into provide
a basis for the understanding of
politics anywhere.

In chronological order, they are:
“dcsco” meaning “I wish,” “habl-
ar“ meaning “to speak,” and “to-
mo” meaning “I take.”

One of the beauties of learning
n foreign language is that life i?
reduced to its kindergarten funds*
mentals. The entire first lesson is
based on “I wish.” The second on
“I take,” and soon you are putting,
sentences together—“l take the
breakfast.”

To encourage me in this project,
my friends kept assuring me that
Spanish was really a very simple
language. One of them went so
far as to say it was a masculine
language.

I am not so sure. One of the
first discoveries I made was that
"papa” means both papa and pota-
to, depending on which syllable is

accented.
The real joy of Spanish is in the

accents. In other languages, like
French you pronounce the first
part of a word and let it go.

But not in Spanish. Spanish is
made to be pounced upon, or at
least I pounce upon it in my morn-
ing calisthenics.

Exuberance Carries All Before It

Some hazards are involved in
this exercise, the same as a bull-
fight when you are trying to stick
the bull. “E” is pronounced “A.'
“I” is pronounced “E.” “A” is
pronounced “Ah,” as when a doctor
looks at your tonsils.

But exuberance is the thing. With
exuberance you can carry all be-
fore you. and as a method of wak-
ing up in the morning and making
your wife burn the toast, it is much
better than singing in the shower.

Spanish-Americans must have a
wonderful sense of humor. “H”
is never pronounced, but “G” is
pronounced “H” when you least
expect it.

This leads to all kinds of fresh
experiences. “General” is spelled
the same way, but pronounced
“Hay-Nay-Rahl.” Imagine Hay Nay
Rahl Eisenhower!

No wonder they have so many
riots and revolutions when gene-
rals run against each other for Pre-
sident. I don’t think I’ll get too in-
volved in any political campaign.

"FIGHTING EDITORS"
ARE LIVING LONGER

Carl Magee, who died in Okla-
homa City recently, was a “fight-
ing editor,” but he lived to be 73,
which perhaps proves that the
“live expentancy” of editorial writ-
ers who refuse to be coerced is in-
creasing.

He was born in lowa, and start-
ed as a lawyer in Tulsa, but his
wife s ill health forced him to move
to Albuquerque, N. M. There he
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YES - WHERE ARE THEY?
WHERE ARE THE FASCISTS OF YESTERDAY?

Not in Germany, certainly, where any GI will tell you that the
nair shirt has replaced the brown shirt. And not in Spain or Argen-
tina either, it seems. We had thought that Generalissimo Franco
:;nd Colonel Peron were fair examples of the species. But it seems
we were wrong. Both statesman gave interviews in which they
proved themselves democrats by saying so. Franco told DeWitt
Mackenzie of the Associated Press that “he never subscribed to the
policies or to the political views of Hitler and Mussolini,” and that
he ‘is heading for absolute democratic rule by the people.”

Moreover, said the Caudillo, “Spain was with the United States
all the time in the war against Japan. What must have led us astray
were those occasions early in the war when Franco said that Spain
was an integral part” of Axis Europe and stood firm “against the
democratic liberal alliance with Communist Russia.”

Then there was that message to Hitler which said, “May your
arms triumph”; and that other message congratulating Jose Laurel
( n forming a Japanese puppet government in the Philippines. Colonel
Peron, in a similar effort lo straighten things out, summoned Frank
Kluckhohn, newly arrived correspondent of the New York Times,
and “insisted that his regime was closer lo the New Deal than to
Nazism and fascism.” President Roosevelt’s death, lie said sadly, was
“the greatest blow Argentina had suffered.” This really confused us,
because at that very moment Gerald L. K. Smith, iaughingly attribut-
ing his reputation as an anti-Semite to “Jewish Gestapo” propaganda,
was telling the Rankin committee that the only effective fascist
agency lie knew of in the country was Roosevelt’s “New Deal bur-
eaucracy.” Well, we knew there were fascists somewhere.

—The Nation.

BAD NEWS FOR BIG BUSINESS
We have reports that payrolls in the industrial state of Michigan

were 26.3% less than they were for the same month of 1944.
Almost anybody will aggree that such a story is bad news for

workers. But we say it is also bad news for big business.
Badly as workers need to maintain living standards, the need of

tne owners of the nation’s economy for customers is even greater. For
while workers can manage to exist on less then they have been getting,
the very life of the capitalist economy depends upon the ability of
owners to sell what their magic machinery produces, And unless the
buying power of rank and file Americans is kept high, business will
lose the customers who give it life and enable the profit system to
function.

If the only result of low wages would be that capitalism would
lade and die, the prospect would not be alarming to the working mil-
lions. If the disappearance of the profit system would be followed by
the industrial democracy for which Socialists organized many years
ago, we would be willing to accept temporary inconveniences now.

But the economic system can die and the social inequalities and
injustices it has fostered can be given a new lease of life by government
controls which will be dictatorial, rather than democratic.

That is what is likely to happen if capitalism passes from the scene
before the common people are organized and prepared to replace it
with an economy of industrial democracy. And if it should happen that
•he government is'forced to take total control of the national economy,
then many capitalists, as well as workers, will ultimately be losers of
both power and freedom.

We suspec.t that many top-flight capitalists understand that they
cannot function without the big market that is to be found only in
a relatively prosperous working class. But, come what may, they will
not surrender their profits in order to keep industry going. Before the
owners get off the backs of the workers altogether, they may be ex-
pected to take a fling at fascism and use the power of government to
hold workers in subjection and eliminate that economic vacuum known
as “the middle class.”

purchased the “Albuquerque Jour-
nal” from Albert B. Fall, then U.
S. Senator, later Secretary of the
Interior und still later an Inmate
of a Federal penitentiary.

When Fall discovered that
Magee wouldn’t “play the game,”
he started to “break” him. It was
a stirring battle.

Magee helped expose the Teapot
Dome scandal, went to jail for
criticizing a crooked judge, and
when the crooked judge assaulted
him, fired a shot which “nicked”
the jurist and killed an innocent
bystander. The trial judge ordered
an acquittal.

Magee continued to “live dan-
gerously,” as the mighty Danlon

once advised, but nothing serious
happened to him and he even took
time out to invent a parking meter
for automobiles. Probably he made
more money out of the meter than
lie ever made out of his newspapei
work.—Labor.

PROTESTS!
More than a million and a half

women who held down war jobs
have been forced into the ranks of
the jobless, according to the Wo-
men’s Bureau of the Department
of Labor.

Frieda Miller, bureau director,
charged that women are being
made victims of prejudice, and

Some Odds and Ends
At the moment, the industrial

picture is pretty dark. An estimat-
ed 1,600,000 workers are out on
strike, while no more than fifty
to a hundred million or so people
are on the job.—Howard Brubaker
in The New Yorker.

•

Industry has a strike benefit
fund of $20,000,000,000, thanks to
a tax rebate law passed by Con-
gress. This is the same Congress
that tacked an amendment onto
the GI Bill of Rights withholding
a measly $2O a week from veterans
out on strike for a living wage.—-
John Paine for Federated Press.

•

College professors in public life
have strange, revolutionary ideas
right along. Senator Fulbright, for
example, thinks it is time to stop
sending politicians abroad just for
the boat ride in reward for past
services. He actually believes that
people assigned to represent us in
overseas councils should have had
some experience in international
affairs.—The New York Times
Magazine.

•

The Army and Navy Depart-
ments have issued such a variety
of ribbons, shoulder patches and
sleeve braids to our returning vet-
erans, in recognition of their var-
ious achievements, that we humbly
suggest a medal now be struck
with which to recognize the achiev-
ement of any civilian who knows
what all the military decorations
signify.—The Milwaukke Journal.

•

We are advised, in an excited
press release, that ‘ nearly 1100
editor-writers’’ in the radio field
have voted something identified as
“Polonaise”— presumably in A
Major—“the musical composition
of the year: “This hot tip comes
from the enterprising journal, Ra-
dio Daily, which adds: “Thus
Chopin reaches out into posterity
to join the All-American winners.”
Nice going, Chopin, old boy. Im-
mortailty at last.—From The Chi-
cago Sun.

A PROCESSION OF
ROYALIST FROM
MADRID TO LISBON

Lisbon, a paradise for Nazi
agents during the war, has now
become headquarters for the Span-
ish Pretender. A procession of
royalists headed by the Dukes of
Alba and Sotomayor arrived from
Madrid in time to take part in the
show, and to contribute glamour
to the monarchist campaign
abroad. The British government
facilitated Don Juan’s journey by
granting him pasage through Eng-
land. “When his request was first
received,” said a press cable from
London, “it was going to be turned
down, but a similar request .. .

came from Dr. Giral, Premier of
the government in exile, and it
seemed politic to grant both re-
quests.” Bully for Mr. Bevin! From
now on, no one can justly accuse
the Labor government of partiality
toward the Spanish Republic! Opin-
ions are divided concerning the
Pretender’s chances. Certain de-
tails, especially the manner in
which Franco’s brother, the Span-
ish Ambassador to Portugal, wel-
comed Don Juan after rushing to
Madrid for instructions, would
suggest that a deal had been made.
On the other hand, the insistence
in the Falangist press that Franco’s
position has never been stronger
indicates his reluctance to step
aside. The Madrid correspondent
of thp New York Times attributes
this new optimism to the refusal of
Secretary Byrnes “to divulge at
present the contents of the Franco-
-11 itler-Mussolini correspondence.”
A perfect harmony pervades both
foreign offices; while London dis-
tributes amenities impartially
among Republicans and Monarch-
ists, the State Department one day
expresses its dislike of Franco and
next day suppresses evidence un-
favorable to him. We entirely
agree with Henry Morgenthau, Jr.,!
who in his Milwaukee address re-
commended “to the President of
the United States and the Secret-
ary of State that they vigorously
support French proposal of a three-
power conference and a concerted
program which will help the
Spanish people get ride of Franco.
—The Nation.

You put the other fellow at a
disadvantage whenever you give
him a little advantage over you.

voiced strong disapproval of a
“campaign to reconvert them back
to the kitchen and the nursery.”

BRITISH LABOR DEMANDS
FORTY HOUR WORK WEEK

At a conference of British trades
unions. General Secretary of
Trades Union Conference stated
that British trade unions will de-
mand introduction of a five day
forty hour work week under a
new program of industrial reform.

Addressing a conference called
by the Spen Valley Trades Coun-
cil, Citrine said the program could
be effected by successive stages
without loss of production.

Keep Buying Bonds!

G. I. ON THE LINE
One of the fears expressed regularly during the war revolved

about the possibility that returned servicemen would easily be re-
cruited to the ranks of reaction, that it would not be difficult for
anti-labor employers to lead veterans in a crusade against the unions.
Fears were also voiced regarding the possibility that veterans would
serve as the nucleus of a fascist movement.

Although it would be too early to dismiss these possibilities com-
pletely,—for the vast depression and chaos to which capitalism is
leading make them a threat still—nonetheless the current strikes in
steel and auto have revealed something quite unexpected.

On every picket line in the country, returned veterans are taking
a leading part in conducting and participating in the strikes. None of
rhe major veterans organizations, has dared to offer a blanket con-
demnation of the strikers, and some of the newer veterans’ groups
such as the militantly pro-labor Veterans League of America—have
gone into the picket lines in support of the workers.

This development has a two-fold importance. It indicates that
the American GI. was not precisely taken in by the slick four color
advertisements which assured him that all he wanted when he came
back from the wars was a piece of blueberry pies.

It points to the fact too that the American veteran was not pre-
pared to voice his condemnation against the labor movement, simply
on the basis of the say-so of the economic rulers of the country. He
has taken his place side by side with other American worker against
the massed might of U. S. Steel and General Motors.

And it is just this willingness of the veteran to throw his lot with
labor that makes the responsibility of labor the greater. By their
actions throughout the world in demonstrating against army injustice
and the military caste the Gl’s have shown their willingness to buck
the brass hats and the deadening and soul-destroying military system.

The GI should be willing to throw the same energy into bucking
the capitalist system. The labor movement must reconvert itself to
give the GI that lead. The (Socialist) Call.

THE ARMY AND THE MERCENARIES
Wondrous and frightening is the political naivete of the Amer-

ican military mind. The latest example comes from the American
zone in Germany, where dissident Polish and Yugoslav mercenaries
have been pressed into service as military police.

The five days of embarrased official silence which followed this
disclosure were broken by Secretary of State Byrnes with the ex-
planation that use of the Yugoslavs would soon be stopped. But he did
not say why their services were ever needed.

It it had hunted far and wide for any two groups more calculated
to arouse the fear and suspicion of the Soviet Union, and the Polish
and Yugoslav governments, the Army could not have been more suc-
cessful. Both groups of mercenaries are, by all reports, bitterly
anti-Soviet and anti-Semitic; both are hostile to the new govern-
ments in their home lands which have been recognized oy me united
States, and both look forward with eagerness to what they consider
the inevitable war with Russia. Although theoretically displaced
persons, their standard of living is much higher than that of the ordi
nary D. P. Is it any wonder that Fascists from all over Europe flock
to the American zone?

Especially peculiar—and Mr. Byrnes’ explanation on this score
leaves much to be desired—is the case of the Yugoslavs. Although
only a few hundred are working for the U. S. Army, some 10,000 of
(hem live in barracks all their own—known as “Headquarters of the
Royal Yugoslav Army”—eat Army rations and, with paper furnished
by us, print two weekly papers advocating the overthrow of Marshal
Tito, and war with Russia.

Brig. Gen. George Eyster, acting chief of U. S. military opera
tions, says that what these mercenaries think is no concern of his. Foi
tiie sake of peace, it must be America’s concern.—The Chicago Sun

“Smart" Editors Fall for This “Racket"
We have always felt that editors of our daily press, who fill

their columns with “features” supplied them by “syndicates” of one
kind or another, were “easy marks” for professional propagandists
What we had in mind is illustrated by a letter sent out recently b>"Leon Bloch and Associates,” with headquarters in Washington.

It’s addressed to a business concern and explains that Leon Bloch
«nd Associates send a “package” of news to more than 1,500 weekly
newspapers all over the United States. It consists of “a Washington
column, feature stories and editorials.”

The editor who receives such a “package” would be justified in
believing that it is all “straight newspaper stuff” and in no sense
paid propaganda.”

But "Leon Bloch and Associates” suggest to business men thai
“at a very reasonable cost” they may be represented in the “package"
by the “kind of stories which will do you the most good.”

In other words, “Leon Bloch and Associates” proposes to sell a
feature service” to 1,500 weekly newspapers, and at the same time

collect from business men whose propaganda they incorporate in their
“features.”

It s a great racket, but the amazing thing is that newspaper
editors, who are supposed to be "smart,” fall for it.—Labor.

Vultures Are Back on the Job
About 10 years ago, after a fierce struggle, Congress passed the

Holding Company Act, but not until a Senate commitee, headed by
Hugo L. Black, then a Senator from Alabama, now a justice of the
supreme Court, developed a shocking story of crookedness by
utility tycoons like Insull of Chicago and Hopson of Associated Gas.

Insull died. Hopson went to penitentiary. Chiefs of other holding
companies escaped by the skin of their teeth, and American investors-
principally “little fellows”—lost billions of dollars.

Now with the war over and bank vaults bursting with “idle mo
ney, the financial vultures are back on the job. Spokesmen for the
Electric Bond and Share, biggest’holding company of all, and Common
wealth and Southern, appeared before a House committee, pleading
that the Holding Company bill be changed so that the men and the
methods that fleeced investors “in the good old days” be given a free
hand to repeat the performance.

Os course, Congress should turn a deaf ear to these pleas, but there
is grave danger that weakening amendments may be slipped through
unless the “folks back home” are on the alert.—Labor.

THE B. A/S DREAM
A man knocked at the Heavenly

Gate,
His face was scarred and old;
He stood before the man of fate
For admission to the fold.
“What have you done,” St. Peter

asked,
“To gain admision here?”
“I’ve been a business agent, Sir,’

he said,
“For many and many a year.”
The pearly gates swung open wide,
St. Peter touched the bell—-
“Come in and choose your harp.'

he said.
“You’ve had your share of hell.”

—Anonymous.


