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NEGOTIATING FOR THE NEXT DEPRESSION
Aside from the fact that the public intelligence (if any) is insulted

when wage gains are accompanied Ijy government-sanctioned price
rises that more than offset payroll increases, there is still another
reason why every employer should be required to prove his case before
he is given any price relief whatever.

It’s bad enough when government forces are brought into action
to rob workers of the benefit of the extra dollars they get by organizing
and striking. It’s distressing when workers’ savings, as represented by
the “best investment in the world” which they were forced to make
during the war, are slashed in value by higher prices.

But over and above all that, the secondary result of price in-
creases will be to hasten the day when* after a relatively brief spuri
in industrial activity, industries will again be closing their factories
and millions of workers will be walking the streets as an army ol
unemployed. •

The fact .whch almost everybody appears to be ignoring right now
is that in the final analysis the home market is the place where private
industry must sell its products. When the American people arc able to
buy much, business and employment continue. When they can buy
little, business grinds to a stop . . . .At least that is how the capitalist
system functions under a policy of free enterprise for profit. If the top-
flight capitalists who are dictating present government policies and
planning our national future decide to use their profits in an interna-
tional pool to finance foreign buying, there is no telling how long
American machinery can be operated and American workers exploited.

Granting, however, that the nation’s policymakers intend to get
back to some semblance of free enterprise —a concession which we
make with considerable misgiving—the price rises are going to mean
unemployment within a comparatively short time.

People who think that the demands of present-day strikers are too
high ought to give more thought to the relationship between the ability
of wage earners to buy and the ability of business to continue operat-
ing. Unless they want another era of boondoggling, an increase in gov- I
ornment controls, an adventure into fascism and, ultimately, another
world war. the American people should be very much in favor of
policies that will place more spending dollars on the market along with
more goods.

We have noted the protests with those who object to the Auto
Union’s demand for wage raises based upon the ability of the auto- j
mobile industry to pay those increases.

We, too, think that there would be something cockeyed about
such an arrangement—if it were adopted on an industry-by-industry
basis. But if industry is united as a whole, if we consider the entire
national set-up as a single unit, then “ability to pay” gets to sounding
like the only escape from another economic collapse.

Certainly, neither the immediate advantage of working people
nor the ultimate safety of the American economic system nor the pre-
servation of a democratic government is being achieved by settling
wage disputes in a manner that will enable the American poeplc to
buy a smaller, rather than a larger, portion of the material wealth they
produce.—Reading Labor Advocate.

WE SHOULD HELP TO PREVENT
STARVATION OVER THE WORLD

America today is an oasis of plenty in a hungry world, and yet i
there are some Americans—we hope a tiny minority—who are unwilling |
to do anything to alleviate foreign distress that involves the slightest I
inconvenience or sacrifice on their part. No sooner had the President
announced his bread - - Europe plans than Representative Edwin
Arthur Hall, New York Republican, introduced a resolution in Congress
calling for a ban on grain and flour exports until the Secretary of
Agriculture found that shortages of animal feed in certain areas had
been made good, and that enough flour was avilable to “assure the
American people the present amount of white bread.”

While Mr. Hall’s reaction to the food crisis is by all odds the mean- i
est, that of Alf M. Landon deserves mention as the stupidest. Criticizing j
the President’s program, the forgotten Republican candidate of 1936
declared: "We are reapping the iresults of the iniquitous Morgenthau j
plan for defeated Germany.” How on earth a policy of de-industrializ- j
mg Germany, which in fact has not been adopted, could be responsible ■lor harvest failures throughout the world Mr. Landon does not
vouchsafe to explain. It could not even afect the situation in Germany
itself, since the last season’s crop there was in the ground before the
Allies crossed the Rhine. Os course it might be argued by Mr. Landon
that we ought to have postponed our offensive until the Germans had |
gathered in their harvest. But if haste to end the war was a mistake,]
surely it is General Eeisenhower rather than Mr. Morgenthau who was j
at fault. If Mr. Landon wants to criticize the Administration for its
share in the present situation, there are more rational grounds on which
he can do so. President Truman and his advisers cannot escape blame
lor shortsightedness. As early as V-J Day there was clear evidence
of a dangerous food shortage in Europe this winter. Nevertheless, ra-
tioning of everything except sugar was ended in this country with in-
decent haste, and no steps were taken to insure that whea't needed for
food would not be diverted to less essential uses. That was a culpable
error, but if Mr. Landon lifted his voice in protest at the time, the
squeak escaped us.—The Nation.

Some men never read the bible probably because they didn’t
write it. j

You can’t buy confidence and respect with profanity and vulgarity.

It takes more than vaselined hair and a barber-shop manicure to
make a polished gentleman.

#

LITTLE LUTHER
By JOHN PAINE

“Pop, I’m worried aoout you,”
Little Luther announced.

“You don’t have to worry,” said
Mr. Dilworth grimly, “you’re not
getting that increase.”

Little Luther laughed lightly.
“Whatever made you think I’m
talking about that. No, as a matter
of fact,” he said, concernedly, “you
haven’t been looking so well lately.
Your hair’s been failing out, you’-
ve got that tell-tale gray complex-
ion and—l know I shouldn’t say
this out loud but I’ve noticedyou have pink tooth brush.”

“Luther,” shouted Mr., Dilworth.
“will you stop talking like a radio
commercial and come to the
point?”

“Well, frankly, old men. don’t
you think it’s about time that you
retired?”

Mr. Dilworth's eyes filled with
sentimental tears. “Son,” he said
“I didn’t think you cared how hard
I worked.”

I “Oh, but I do,” Little Luther in-!
j listed. “There you are shut up in <
that stuffy old plant all day, no one
to talk to but supervisors, you have
to have your food smuggled in . . .

oh, it’s really tough.”
Mr. Dilworth stared at his son

suspiciously. “How do you know?”
Because I’ve been marching on

that picketline outside your plant
all day in the nice warm snow.”

NEWSPAPERS BY RADIO
You may not have to look at

your newspaper on the front porch,
if the Federal Communications
Commission approves an experi-
ment by the Cowies Broadcasting
Company.

The company wants to try out
“facsimile broadcasting.” If it
proves successful, you can sit at
your breakfast table and see the
news before you as fast as it is
printed at some distant point.

When men are most sure and
arrogant, they are most mistaken.1 —Hume.
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"Reader's Digest" Perpetrates a Fake
In Effort to Prove That Unions Have Bulging Treasuries,
Magazine Resumes Sniping at Organized Labor

Ray Scott, editor of the “B. or L. F. & E. Magazine,” protests'
against an article in the February issue of the “Reader’s Digest.” It is
captioned, “Labor Is Big Business,” and was written by Victor Riesel,
who is described as the labor editor of the New York “Post.”

We do not know Mr. Riesel, but his article is full of glaring in-
accuracies. For example, he writes:

“A few years ago the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and
Engineers found itself in a violent wage controversy with John L.
Lewis, who had unionized the coal diggers in mines owned by the
Brotherhood. This union has assets of $30,000,000.”

* * *

Now. there is no such labor organization as the "Locomotive Fire-
men and Engineers.” Probably Mr. Riesel had in mind the Brotherhood
of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen.”

But the Brotherhood of Locomotive Firemen and Enginemen never
owned a coal mine and consequently never had a controversy with John
L. Lewis.

The Brotherhood's assets do total $30,000,000—maybe a little more
—but what Mr. Riesel doesn’t reveal is that all this money, with the
exception of about $2,000,000, is a reserve for the Brotherhood’s insur-
ance system.

It’s the best and cheapest insurance in the world. No one makes
a penny out of it. Insurance is sold only to members of the Brotherhood
and at cost—probably 20 per cent below the rates of old-line insurance
companies.

The system is so sound that it has been approved by the insurance
department in every state in this country and in every province in
Canada.

* * ❖

The Brotherhood didn’t go into the insurance business because it
wished to engage in some activity outside the labor movement. Many
years ago it discovered that men who ran locomotives were regarded
by insurance companies as “extra-hazardous risks.” Some companies
wouldn’t issue policies to these railroaders. Others charged exorbitant
rates.

So the Brotherhood set up its own insurance system. It’s divided
into two sections, and that enables a member to take out as much as
$9,500. The total insurance outstanding is about $100,000,000.

It is scarcely necessary to say that not a dollar of these insurance
reserves is “available” for strikes and political campaigns, as the article
strongly.suggests. Os course, all these facts might have been secured at
the expense of one telephone call—but that might have spoiled the fan-
tastic story about “multi-million dollar” union treasuries.

* * *

The Reader’s Digest,” rather than Mr. Riesel, is really the guilty
party. For many years, the “Digest” has been sniping at organized
labor. Even when it printed a good word about one union, it was only
to make it appear that other labor organiztions were “rotten.” All its
articles on labor have been 90 per cent falsehoods and half-truths.

The “Digest” will plead that it merely summarized an article which
appeared in the “American Mercury,” but that alibi is probably no
more accurate than Mr. Riesel’s statements.

It is well known that the “Digest” has a peculiar propaganda tech-
nique. When it wishes to “put over something,” it has the article writ-
ten by one of its stooges and then “farms it out” to some other maga-
zine, with the understanding that the “Digest” will later print a
summary.

In that way, the Digest” seeks to maintain the illusion that it is
content to summarize articles appearing in other magazines. It’s not
exactly ethical, of course, but it’s a very profitable racket.—Labor.

DID IT OCCUR TO YOU?
WHEN patriotically

reduce their living standards to
buy a government bond for $18.75,
they get the government’s promise
to pay them $25.00—:n ten years.
But—

WHEN STEEL MAGN AT E S
grudgingly give workers an in-
crease of 18.5 c the same govern-
ment generously gives them a
license to soak the American peo-1
pie for an additional 25c—right |
away!

Yep! It IS a great system! — !
Reading Labor Advocate.

WHEN BUTTER
GETS SCARCE!

When butter producers go on
strike against the public by refus-
ing to produce butter the govern-

ment of the United States steps in
and immediately offers to give
them another nickel or dime a
pound to stimulate production. No
“ifs, ands or buts” about it, and
the press of the nation says
nothing.

When labor goes on strike against
despotic employers who wax rich
at the expense of the workers, all
you hear in the newspapers is dam-
nation of the working man. —The
Progressive Miner.

JOBS DROP
Unemployment is still climbing.

The Social Security Board reveal-
ed that claims for jobless compen-
sation in the states mounted by
307,000 in the week ending Jan-
uary 26, the highest figure since
early September. Total claims were
placed by the board at 2,150,000 I

'HIGH-PRESSURE
SALESMANSHIP"
NOT NEEDED

In the House of Commons, a Con-
servative suggested that Ernest
Bcvin, able labor leader and Bri-
tain’s Foreign Secretary, should be
sent to the United States on a sort
of good-will mission to overcome
the antagonism alleged to be enter-
tained by Americans for the people
of the "Tight Little Isle.”

Sir William Darling, also a Con-
servative, made the proper reply,
saying: "We like the Americans
and they like us. Those who say
that it will require high-pressure
salesmanship to keep our friend-
ship will be mistaken, and if they
are not mistaken, then heaven help
this world.”

PALESTINE SITUATION
MORE TERRIFYING

Perhaps there is someone in
Washington who can give a clear
and accurate statement of the situ-
ation in Palestine. Up to date we
haven’t been able to find him.

The other day it was announced
that Jamel el Husseini had return-
ed to the Holy City after “a virtual
exile for eight years.” The Arabs
gave him a hero’s welcome.

But the Zionist Council in New
York described him as a "terrorist
leader” and insisted »ie is backed
by "British imperialistic intrigue.”
At the same time, the Moscow ra-
dio proclaimed its approval of an
"Arab state” in the Near East.

On the surface that would seem
to indicate that Britain and Russia
were agreed on the thorny issue
of what to do with Palestine, but
Washington’s alleged "experts” sav
“No.”

In the meantime, Jews and
Arabs continue to murder each
other, with the British authorities,
who are supposed to maintain or-
der, occasionally using black troops
from Africa to enforce their orders.
Surely this is the kind of contro-
versy—bulging with >ie most ter-
rifying posibilities—that the U. N.
O. was organized to handle.
Labor.

BEWARE MERCOUZED
WAX CREAM!

Mercolized Wax Cream has long
been a highly advertised product
widely used by women who have
been "sold” on the idea it will im-
prove the beauty of their skins.

Its manufacturers were ordered
by the Federal Trade Commission
to stop using advertisements
"which fail to reveal” the serious
dangers and “harmful” effects of
that product, which contains am-
moniated mercury.

"The use of ammoniated mer-
cury is likely to result in erythema,
oedema, inflammation, irritation
and dermatitis,” the F. T. C. said.
"This is particularly true where
the skin is already cut or broken.

In some cases, the commission
added, the mercury is "absorbed
by the system, injuring the kid-
neys and aggravating nephritis.”

The order was issued after a
long battle, in which the manu-
facturers got help from a Federal
court delaying this warning to
users of Mercolized Wax.—Labor.

A DREADFUL THING
By COVAMI

llusion blinded, by Delusion led,
The Great Majority the Rut still

tread;
Their brains by long disuse devoid

of sense.
Their hands are helpless in their

own defense.

Unknowing how to -live they fear
to die,

And in confusion for a "Saviour”
cry;

And to the rolling of mob-massing
drums.

The "Friend of Labor” from his
Castle comes.

He comes! and they go forth in
their despair

To die to save their Masters every-
where;

Upon ther Mothers’ people, babes
and all,

The Workers on their Fellow
Workers fall.

Still, still the long taught lesson
they ignore;

Still, still the Gods for "Leaders”
they implore;

Still to the Worn and Ancient Ruts
they cling—

Their fear of Freedom is a Dread-
ful Thing!

—lndustrial Worker.

‘Tis not enough to help the feeble
up, but to support him after.
Shakespeare.

SUPPORT YOUR
LABOR PAPER

Publicity is a necessary for labor
unionists as it is for any other of
our American institutions. It is ac-
quired in many ways yet oniy
through the printer word can it
bring the desired result in the
shortest time and in the most satis-
factory manner.

Many modem newspapers con-
duct what they are pleased to term
a labor department, but because
of circumstances over which the
editor in charge of that depart-
ment has no control the views pre-
sented are attuned to the manage-
ment’s slant rather than to facts
and figures painting the picture
presented.

There is but one real outlet for
dissemination of labor news which
permits presentation of full, free
and unbiased news and views of
organized labor and that outlet is
available through the columns of
the labor presses.

In every industrial center there
are to be found such publications
and all are anxious to give space
to news concerning the activities

PAULEY WAS TOO "RAW"
We gather from the testimony of Secretary of the Interior Harold

Ickes that Edwin W. Pauley, who has been nominated by President
Truman for the post of Undersecretary of the Navy, is a poor “fix”
man. • #-fc 4|

We never heard Mr. Pauley’s name until the other day, when it
was reported that he was accused of offering a substantial sum to the
Democratic Party’s campaign fund upon condition that the government
would not press a claim for ownership of oil reserves under the waters
of the Pacific. $300,000 was the sum mentioned, and the money was
suppossed to come from a group of California’s “free enterprisers” who
are interested in the oil business.

We, of course, are glad that the Pauley story is being told and hope
that the government will take and hold that interesting natural re-
source for the benefit of the American people. But then, we would
like to see all the nation’s resources owned and exploited for the people
and by the people through their government.

Mr. Pauley doesn’t agree with our proposal of social ownership
and democratic management by the people and for the people through
their government. But then, neither does Mr. Ickes. Neither do all of
the millions of people who vote for the continuation of the capitalist
system.

Come to think of it, wasn’t Mr. Pauley playing the “game” that has
been louded and meeting the issue that has been raised in national
campaign when, and if, he offered his own and other people’s money
to safeguard private enterprise?

What, after all, is the Democratic party for, if not to do that?
Why should business interests give money to the Democratic party’s
campaigns if it fails to safeguard private enterprise? And why shouldn’t
they give if the party serves their purpose? What’s all the shooting
about?

Well, perhaps Ickes and the rest Os the holier-than-thou gang
are offended more by the way in which Pauley propositioned them
than by the proposition itself. For to be fair about it, it must be ad-
mitted before the oil men appealed to the politicians, the politicians
appealed to the oil men on just that basis: “Help us win and we’ll help
you keep the American economy a private matter.”

It seems logical that the chief crime about the whole business was
that Pauley was—as truculent Harold Ickes put it—too “raw.”

There are some ladies who like seduction. But the seducer should
be soft of tone and delicate of expression. Otherwise what might have
been gently rejected as unwise may be loudly repulsed as an insult.

Anyway, why should big-time Democrats object to taking money
for a job that they ought to be willing to do for nothing?—Reading
Labor Advocate.

New "Bill of Rights" Drafted at Rio
The newspapers haven’t said much about it, but a committee, re-

presenting the nations of North and South America, has been at work
in Rio de Janeiro drafting “an inter-American declaration of the
rights of man.”

Eigtheen rights are listed: (1) The right to life, including the in-
curably ill, the mentally deficient, and the insane. (2) Personal free-
dom, including freedom of movement. (3) Freedom of speech and of
opinion, both in public and in private. (4) Freedom of religious be-
lief and worship. (5) Freedom of peaceful assembly. (6) The right of
association for the protection of legitimate interests. (7) The right
to sue the government. (8) The right to private property.

(9) The right to nationality, which the state cannot deny. (10) The
light against interference in family relations. (11) Protection against
arbitrary arrest. (12) The right of defense against criminal charges.

(13) The right to participate in elections. (14) The right to work
and maintain a family. (15) The right to share in the benefits of scien-
tific discoveries and inventions. (16) The right to social security, with
the state fostering its development. (17) The right to education. (18)
The right of equality before the law.

It sounds like a second Declaration of Independence and Bill of
Rights. Thomas Jefferson could not have done a better job.—Labor.

Community Heating
The successful experiments conducted by the Battelle Memorial

Institute of Columbus, Ohio on community heating are paving the way
for the future of American heating on approved scale.

The Institute has shown that large scale heating of a group of
homes from one central heating plant is not only possible, but eco-
nomical.

Best of all such heating removes the drudgery of individual fur-
nace or stoker operation, and with this out of the way, large scale
community should prove a boon to the coal industry.

Support of these experiments is highly desirable and worthwhile,
and it is to be hoped they will continued.

35,000,000 LOST DAYS
Considerable interest has been aroused by an editorial in a Chi-

cago paper that workers lost 35,000.000 man work days through strikes
in 1945.

However, there ought to be considerably more interest in the fact
that workers in 1945 also put in approximately 14,600,000,000 actual
man days and the 35 million days lost represent only a fraction of one
per cent of the days worked.

You may be sure that the number of days actually worked by
iabor was NOT incorporated in the editorial in the Chicago paper.
The Progressive Miner.

of labor in a true and forthright
mariner.

Labor papers do not exchange
space in their news columns for
advertising. Their income is in
most part obtained from subscrip-
tions, and it must not be imagined
their influence on readers is weak-
ened because of this fact.

Boost your labor paper. Read it,
see that your friends do likewise,
and support it in every way you
can. In times of labor stress the
local labor paper gives service else-
where unpurchasable and it gives
it without cost to you and your
fellows. Why not return this favor
now when the support of such pub-
lications is more valuable than
ever before?—Typographical Jour-
nal.

SEEKS THRONE
Don Juan, the son of King Al-

fonso, Spanish last monarch, is in
Portugal negotiating for restora-
tion of his throne. If Franco agrees,
Britain may approve the deal.
However, the Spanish Republicans
must be considered. They might
accept a king, if they could control
the government.


