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SUFFER LITTLE CHILDREN...
By RUTH TAYLOR

“A child’s soh in the silence curses deeper
Then the strong man in his wrath.”

Elizabeth Barrett Browning.

There is one problem of rehabilitation in Europe which is greater
than any other. It is also the most important. It is to save children—-
body and soul.

Unless they can be rehabilitated, all the great plans for a new
and beautiful world are in vain. The danger and the hope, the menace
and the salvation of the world of tomorrow lies in the children of today
—for whatever ideals, ambitions, and beliefs are inculcated in the
hearts and minds of these children will determine the future of the
whole world. They are the ones who will have the keeping of the peace
in their lands.

The most serious effort of war, except for the casualties, is never
on the generation fighting* it but on the generation following. The
tension falls hardest on them—for they have not had the background,
the knowledge with which to properly evaluate happenings. Even when
they do not show any immediate effect, fears, inhibitions and hatreds
can be engendered which may well scar young minds permanently.'
Remember that Hitler’s first’followers were the warped children of the
last war. And those who faltered and hampered and hindered in other
lands were children when the guns roared before.

How we are going to explain security to a child who has never
known peace; who has lived in the constant presence of terror; who
has seen death in its most brutal forms; who has known horrors from
which the most hardened adults shrink?

How we are going to teach truth to a child who has had to learn
to lie in order to keep alive? How are we going to restore faith to those
who have watched murder go unavenged? How are we going to teach
Ihe value of law and order to a child who has learned to scurry in fear
from those in authority? who has known abuse, starvation and de-
gradation?

“When young lips have drunk deep of the biter waters of Hate,
Suspicion and Despair, not all the Love in the world can wipe away the
memory, though it may turn darkened eyes for a while to the light,
and teach Faith where no Faith was.” So Kipling wrote at the end of
a sad story of a little child.

What can we do for these children? Unless we use all the wisdom,
courage—and love—we possess to help them, there can be no lasting
peace. This is the greatest problem. How can we help to solve it?

MR. ICKES SUCCESSOR
Mr. Truman faced an imperative need to secure an outstanding

progressive as successor to Harold L. Ickes. In naming J. A. Krug he
chose a proved administrator whose New Deal reputation goes back tc
early Tennessee Valley Authority days. The nominee’s record in the
War Production Board was less happy but the President himself bears
major responsibility for premature lossening of wartime economic
controls. There is good reason for believing that in the Interior Depart-
ment Mr. Krug will be an effective fighter for the public interest.

He will need both strength and understanding to defend the na-
tion’s forest reserves against private exploiters and to resist the politi-
cians who speak for the oil, electric power and livestock barons. He
will have much to do with territorial policy in Alaska and Puerto
Ricp. If he will reverse Mr. Ickes’ policy against the proposed Missouri
Valley and Columbia Valley Authorities—one of the indomitable Old
Curmudgeon’s few mistakes—he can make a major contribution to the
intelligent, democratic use of our national resources.

Mr. Krug says that Mr. Ickes has been his personal ideal as a public
official. Let him live to that ideal, and he may become Mr. Ickes’ suc-
cessor in spirit, scope and depth of trusted liberalism as well as in the
outward title of office.—The Chicago Sun.

MANY PEOPLE IN AMERICA DRAW
THE COLOR LINE EVEN IN SIN
By Raymond Hofses, Editor, Reading Labor Advocate

IT SEEMS THAT here in Amer- j
ica there are many people who
draw the color line even in sin. At
least that is the impression I re-
ceived by listening to comments
upon the fact that a goodly (or
badly) number of British women
have become the mothers of child-
ren of Negro American troops who j
were billeted in the land of our
English cousins.

While the British authorities re-
cognize the mulatto infants as a
social problem which must be
dealth with, it does not appear that
English reaction is tinged with the
same degree of contempt as has
been manifested by Americans
with whom I have spoken. And
considering the fact that we Amer-
icans hold it to be self evident that
ALL men are created equal, while
the British don’t bear heavily upon
the factor of human equallity, it
seems “funny” that we should be
the people who speak less of adul-
try and more of color when we
talk about the illegitimate off-
sprin of our dark-skinned fellow
Americans.

But there’s a reason for that
perhaps several reasons—as there
is for everything else that happens
to be a fact. And I believe I know
one of the reasons why the color
line is not as sharp anywhere in
the so-called “civilized” world as
it is here in these United States.

THE REASON I am offering
here for an American color com-
plex that rises in peaks of intensity
to heights achieved by a Nazi
super-race evangelist is that—

We made chattel slaves of Ne-
groes within our own homeland
and the British people didn’t.

Yes, I know that economic rival-
ries have plenty to do with keep-
ing race hatreds alive. But it takes
a lot of rationalizing to justify the
basic sin of slavery when that sin
is committed by a people who pro-
fess to believe in the common
Fatherhood of One God. And so
I suggest that the brearth and

depth and height of race prejudice
in this land of the free is condi-
tioned by psychology as well as by
economics.

There is only one valid justifica-
tion for bending people to your
will, and that is by proving that
they are so low in ability and rea-
son as to leave some doubt wheth-
er. after all, they are people or
some kind of draft animal who
were placed at the disposal of mas-
ters by “God in His Wisdom.”

I placed the four words ending
the above paragraph in quotation
marks because that is the excuse
which the late George F. Baer,
honestly but undiplimatically, gave
for keeping the coal mines in his
possession and coal miners in his
service.

WELL, THERE YOU have it! To
begin with dark skinned people
simply HAD to be “benighted” and
inferior beings otherwise what
kind of people would we Ameri-
cans have been to capture them in
their native lands, pack them in
ships like cordwood and bring
them to our own nation as slaves?
The compulsion to degrade the
Negro not only on American
plantations, but even more in
American minds—was overwhelm-
ing. The only way we could be
right at all was to prove that the
‘.nigger” was ALL wrong in hav-
ing a dark skin, a thick skull and
kinky hair.

And, as I pointed out at the be-
ginning—the people who live in
the British Isles never had to fit
his viewpoint with such a mind
warping compulsion.

As good almost kill a man as
kill a good book.—Milton.

It is better to wear out than to
rust out.—Bishop Cumberland.

I speak the truth, not so much as
I would, but as much as I dare;
and I dare a little thus more as
I grow older.—Montaingne.
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Will Militarism Crush the World ?
Expenditures Now Actually Under Consideration Stagger
The Imagination; Isn’t It TiNe for Some One to Call a Halt?
Back before the First World War, a favorite cartoon in American

newspapers showed an unfortunate German citizen staggering under
a heavy burden labelled '‘militarism,” or’“big army.”

If our papers printed that cartoon today, they would have to,make
one slight change. Instead of “German,” the label on the burdened
figure would be “The United States” or “The World.”

* * *

Two worlds wars have made the burden bigger and have transfer-
red it from the German back to others. As an example of this, let’s
look at ourselves.

In 1939, our regular army had 188,000 men, including the air force.
Our regular navy had 120,000 men, including the Marines.

The army now plans a permanent regular force of 1,000,000 men,
plus 400,000 in the air force, plus greatly enlarged National Guard and
leserve forces. If conscription for peacetime training is adopted, the
total army strength will be 4,500,000 men.

* * *

Recently, Admiral Nimitz told the Senate Naval Affairs Committee
that the navy needs 558,000 “regulars,” plus huge reserves.

The same Senate Committee is considering a bill which would in-
crease the permanent Marine Corps to 700,000 men, to “police” occu-
pied countries and other parts of the world.

Even without this increase in the Marines, the United States will
have at least 2,000,000 men permanently under -arms, compared with
about 300,000 in 1939.

* * *

This size and cost of our reserve forces, sea and air fleets, army
and navy equipment and weapons are being increased in at least the
same proportion.

From about $1,000,000,000 before the Second World War, Uncle
Sam’s annual “defense” cost has multiplied ten times to the staggering
sum of about $10,000,000,000.

The same sort of thing is going on in Britain, Russia, France, China
and other lands. Even smaller countries like Canada are strengthening
their military forces and weapons. When they can think of no other
excuse, they say they are doing so to help the United Nations “preserve
peace.”

* * *

And this leads up to two important questions:
If the U. N. O. is to usher in an era of peace, as the war-weary

world was promised, why is it necessary for the world’s nations to arm
on a bigger and better scale than ever before?

Every other armament race in history has resulted in war. Whom
are we getting ready to fight?

Germany and Japan are disarmed and cannot re-arm unless we let
them. Argentina is being pictured as an enemy, but we scarcely expect
an attack by that small arid distant country.

It is Russia? Then why doesn’t someone in authority suggest that
Russia, the United States and all other countries reduce their arma-
ments? That would be at least as effective as an armament race as a
means of discouraging war.

The only sufferers from disarmament would be the professional
militarist of all countries, and the comparatively few people who profit
from war.—Labor.

Some Odds and Ends
Now that social science has

learned to smash the atom, is it
too much to ask that political
science learn to do likewise with
the filibuster? .... The Cincinnati
Post.

According to latest reports, Hit-
ler declared shortly before his dis-
appearance that he bitterly regret-
ted his involvement in a war with
the United States. That is one we
can believe. The Daily Oklaho-
man.

It shows a man is getting old
when he pays more attention to his
food than he does to the waitress.

Mr. Ducken, the new foreman,
was making the rounds of the
bottling shop when he found a per-
mit card man idling behind some
stacked-up cases. “I’m Ducken, the
new foreman,” he said. “So am I,”
answered the p. c. man.

The American Federation of La-
bor has welcomed back John L.
Lewis after his ten years of wan-

dering. A. F. L. leaders hope that
John will take a good rest and not
start remodeling the old place right
away.—Howard Brubaker in The
New Yorker.

The National Asociation of Man-
ufacturers is publicizing its views
with this slogan, “For a Better
Tomorrow for Everybody.” The
better today it has in mind, how-
ever, is pretty plainly for the Na-
tional Association of Manufactur-
ers.—The St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

Posibly as baffling as any—to
the British bride of the Gl—will
be the American custom of drop-
ping the paper tag along with the
ball into the tea. “Senator
Soaper.”

In Kentucky there was uncover-
ed a still where moonshine-making
was being taught. Graduation like-
ly will be held in jail.—The Pitts-
burgh Press.
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Mingle a little folly with your
wisdom; a little nonsence now and
then is pleasant.—Horace.

IN THE WIND
From THE NATION

THE UNITED PRESS is our
authority for the story of an ex-
army sergeant who was arrested
for dunkenesss in Beaumont, Tex.,
after he had slugged a striker on a
picket line. He explained that
“when I was overseas I promised
I’d punch the first picket I saw
right in the nose.” The picket was
also an ex-army sergeant.

HIGHER EDUCATION NOTE:
the Southern Illinois Normal Uni-
versity operates a Department of
Effective Living.

WHEN UNITED STATES STEEL
turned down President Truman’s
proposal of an 18V£-cent wage in-
crease, the Greencastle, Indiana,
Daily Banner headlined its story
on the start of the steel strike:
“Steel Workers Reject Offer by
Mr. Truman.”

THE ANNUAL REPORT of the
National Park Service complains
that “the bighorn sheep-wolf re-
lationships” problem is continuing
. . . And the Fish and Wildlife Serv-
ice is having trouble with the
whooping crane, a baldheaded bird
which is almost extinct and is I
stoutly resisting all efforts to keep
it from becoming completely so.

THE LEGISLATURE OF MIS-
SISSIPPI, a theoretcally dry state,
has postponed consideration of a
bill to repeal taxes which the state
now collects on bootleg liquor.

CAPITALISM IN CRISIS: Okla
homa City pest exterminators are
up in arms against a proposed
ordinance empowering the city to
order building ocupants to rat-
proof and if necessary undertake
the work itself at cost to the own-
er. Rats, the exterminators claim,
are properly the concern of private
enterprise, and they accuse the
city of “using Hitler methods on
us.”

..
.WILLIAM LINDSEY, president

of the Florida Peace Officers’ As-
sociation, told a recent meeting of
Florida sheriffs that returning
Negro veterans would be a major
problem for law-enforcement of-
ficers. “In a ‘keep them in their
place’ speech,” reported the Miami
Herald, “Lindsey asserted that
Negro soldiers . . .

are coming back
pretending to be heroes without
ever having seen a gun unless they
stole one . .

. We have to iron out
this situation, even if it’s with
a club.”

THE TROUBLE WITH THIS
COUNTRY, suggest the writer of
a Letter to the Editor in the New
York Herald Tribune of February
7, is that “the poor people have too
much money.” We knew somebody
had too much money, but we
weren’t quite sure who it was.

PROFESSIONAL DIGNITY:
When the proprietor of a New
York “Fountain Pen Hospital” goes
out to lunch, he hangs a sign on
the door saying, “The doctor is
out.”

Says Beer Production To Be
Cut More Than Estimated

President Truman’s order, res-
tricting the use of grain in beer
production to the amount used in
1940, will mean a cut in beer pro-
duction greater than the 30 per
cent estimated in the President’s
order, according to William T. Bur-
ton, president of the Pennsylvania
State Brewers Association.

In a statement issued by Burton,
he estimated that it will reduce
1946 production in Pennsylvania
alone by 3,000,000 barrels, if the
restrictions are continued through-
out the year.

He added, however, that the
brewing industry will comply with
the order with the same good grace
it exhibited during the war years.

OPPOSE AFL RAIDING
Attempts by agents of the AFL

to raid Latin-American unions will
be vigorously opposed, Vicente
Lombardo Toledano, head of the
Confederation of Latin-American
workers (CTAL), said in CTAL
News.

According to the CTAL paper,
Toledano said: “Latin - American
labor will seek immediate expul-
sion of any and all agents of Wil-
liam Green and foreign monopoly
generally who may attempt to
cause trouble in our countries.”
Toledano’s warning came after
Green announced in Miami, Fla.,
that he was sending one Sarafino
Romualdi of the Ladies’ Garment
Workers to Latin-America to “at-
tempt to lure away CTAL affili-

*ates.”

Earlier, Toledano denounced re- ;
ported AFL plans to form a dual
Latin-American organization as a
“declaration of war.” The CIO
News.

THE ALONE
By MAX PRESS

-

These are the shuffling men, the
frinedless, the unloved;

Sick with loneliness, about the
grey streets they roam—

Hopeless and dreamless and God-1
less, they shuffle on,

Each to and from the drab, cold
place which is not home.

These are the shuffling men, the
crushed of heart, the numb;

Forever lost to them the lighted
room, the glow

Os children’s faces, the warmnth
of outstretched hand—

There is no place in all the world
for them to go.

These are the shuffling men, the
forsaken, the lost;

Music and laughter shall not
come to them again;

Only for them the last few years,
bitter as death—

These are the finished men, these
are the shuffling men.

FOOD FOR THOUGHT
The catholic cardinals’ march on Rome became for a few days

number one on the best-seller list for the American press, radio, and
newsreel. The United Nations Assembly, New York’s tugboat strike,
and Harold Ickes managed to stay on the front page, but the report of
imminent famine on an unprecedented scale barely made page six. For
the cardinals meant color, medieval pageantry, theater, in a land which
is surfeited with tales of human misery. Pleasant human-interest stories
filtered back from Rome—the unfortunate tailer faced with the neces-
sity of throwing together a simple little cardinal’s ensemble valued
at $6,000, “and, mon vieux, you know how scare silk is these days!”
Forty rooms reserved at the Grand Hotel for the New York cardinal-
designate and family—“Don Juan, the Spanish pretender lived here
and was married here . . . frequented by monarc'ns, diplomats, financial
rulers . .

.” The Gripsholm sailing out of New York harbor laden with
episcopal victuals so that “the Italian people now suffering great priva-
tion would not be deprived of their meager food supplies.” The air-
lainer Star of Rome at LaGuardia, the Star of Rome at Gander, the Star
of Rome at Shannon, the Star of Rome at Paris, the Star of Rome at
Rome. How far we have advanced since the days of that primitive
journey to the other Holy City—by donkey.—The Nation.

LOBBYING GOES TO EXTREMES
It is estimated that there are around«,l,soo lobbyists in Washington,

representing practically every industry, movement, or important under-
taking in the country. These “pressure boys” are there to put the heat
on Congress for or against proposed legislation or against laws already
on the books, and they work strictly in the interests of the particular
group they represent. Some of them have many thousands of dollars
at their disposal with which to entertain or otherwise bring influence
to bear, and they have become such an accepted and highly honored
institution in and around Washington that some Congressmen or Sen-
ators are entirely influenced by them, particularly on legislation af-
fecting big business interests.

How great an institution lobbying has become is made evident by
the news that now even the State of Missouri is going to send a lobbyist
in Washington to look after the interests of that State; furthermore,
we understand that many other States are already following this un-
usual practice.

We can understand why an organization such as the Apple Dryers
Association or the Lumber Men’s Protective and Benevolent League
would find it to their advantage to send a full-time representative to
Washington, but we can’t, for the life of us, understand why Missouri
or any other State should find it necessary to do so. After all, each
State has two Senators and any number of Congressmen representing
it and speaking for it on Capitol Hill and they ought to be able to do
the job without any outside help. If they’re not able to, then it’s time
for the people back home to inquire into their fitness, and perhaps
make some changes. The Brewery Worker.

NOW - A BROWDERISM
To Earl Browder has come the painful realization that a man’s

communism may slip imperceptibly into an ism new to him and to the
world. With his expulsion from the party, comrades everywhere were
summoned to the “struggle against Browderism.” We telephoned the
office where Mr. Browder publishes an organ called Distributors’
Guide, hoping to learn something about the philosophic basis of the
new ism, but no information wr as forthcoming. In view of the sudden-
ness with which it was forced upon him, it may well be that Mr. Brow-
der has not yet worked out its principles. If so, he has our sympathy;
we can imagine few situations more awkward than that of a man with
an ism on his hands and no ideology to talk about. Browder’s fate should
be a warning to his former comrades to store away at the back of their
heads a reserve ideology against the day when they find themselves
the founder of a new ism. No one can say when a public speech by a
Communist leader in Paris or Johannesburg may change William Z.
Foster’s communism into Fosterism; when a magic word uttered in
Moscow may give the world Molotovism or Vishinkyism. Life is sim-
pler for bourgeois politicians; a Cabinet member is thrown to the
wolves but no one is warned to beware of Ickesism.—The Nation.

At Least $2,500 a Year Needed
Frankly, LABOR likes to put a spokesman for Capitalism on the

stand when wages are discussed. Such an opportunity was afforded
this week.

The Northwestern National Life Insurance Company is one of the
biggest concerns in its field. Recently it issued a statement congratu-
lating the country on the fact that more than 15,000,000 families are
now enjoying incomes of $2,500 a year or more. This, according to the
Northwestern, is “twice the number with that much buying power in
any preceeding peacetime year.”

Anyone can see that is an extremely important historical, as well
as economic, fact.

Then the Northwestern adds that for a family of four an income of
$2,500 is equal in purchasing power to 51,300 in 1913 and is about the
minimum sum which will provide such a family with the necessities
and basic comforts. Clearly, Americans are entitled to “necessities and
basic comforts,” and just as clearly, they can’t get them unless they
have an income at lest $2,500.—Labor.

SHORTER WORK WEEK
FOR CONVICTS

Texas is attempting to reform its
prison farm system. Among the
‘‘revolutionary proposals” is a 44-
hour work week. That’s a move in
the right direction and will prob-
ably produce good results.

But there are thousands and tens
of thousands of free Texans—men
and women who never commited
crimes—who are working 48 hours
and longej. Why not include them
in the reform? It shouldn’t be ne-
cessary for a Texan to break into
a smokehouse, or rob a bank, or
commit some other criminal act, in
order to get a shorter work week.

FARM PRICES
Farm land prices are 52 per cent

above the prewar level, are still
going up. and may pass the peak

; to which speculators boosted them
after the First World War. the De-

; partment of Agriculture reported
i recently.

The report said many farms were
: sold last year by people who had
owned them only a short time, and
j37 per cent of the farms were
bought by people who did not in-

I tend to do any farming.


