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ERIC JOHNSTON'S DREAM
Writing in the Sunday’s Now York Times of Feb. 24, Eric Johns-

ton, president of the United States Chamber of Commerce, retells his
dream of a capitalist system in which owners and workers will be
partners.

As Mr. Johnston would plan it, workers would have a real finan-
cial stake in making “industry” profitable. Profits would be shared.
Merit would be rewarded.

We set the word “industry” in quotation marks in the above para-
graph because it holds the fatal germ which dooms Johnston’s idea to
futility.

The fallacity of the Johnston proposal is that there is no such thing
as “industry.” There are industries, but there is no “industry” in the
sense that the. economic processes of the nation are integrated as a
single whole and managed for the advancement of the common welfare.

It may well be that certain industries, which are so close to being
monopolistic in character as to virtually control a given essential pro-
duct, could make profit-sharing worth while. But other industries
which would be competitive in character, would be at a disadvantage.

Over and above every other consideration, however, must be the
fact that profit sharing would be simply a division of the loot that
would be taken from the general public, since profit for owners
possible only to the extent that the public can be gouged. What Mr.
Johnston is suggesting might just as aptly be the system of the brothel
where fallen virgins are paid according to the amount of “business”
they do.

Johnston’s plan is simply another device to keep the general public
believing that the free capitalist system can be made to work. As long
as workers believe that, and act as though capitalism could be and
ought to be cured of its many illnesses, so long will it be possible to
shunt them away from the Socialist objective—Which is to abolish
profit os an incentive to social endeavor and substitute production for
use in its stead.

As we pointed out above, there is no integrated industry. But there
should be. There won’t be, however, until the common people, whose
interests are those of wageearners use their political power to socialize
the nation’s economy.—Reading Labor Advocate.

After 50 Years
Although newspaper editorials rarely hesitate to condernp unions

and working men they resist with obvious restraint any discussion of
war profits.

Here are some of reasons why news of corporation profits have
been relegated to the back pages. They come from a Treasury statement
issued last week. They show that profit levels during the wartime years
were four times that of prewar years. This total, net profit before taxes,
in case you can handle an astronomical number, is $27,790,651,000.

This is a net figure after the Treasury had deducted losses suf-
fered by the few corporations which had gone into the red. The profit- ,
makers reported total profits of $28,689-371,000.

There were more than 68,000 corporations reporting excess profits
Out of a total of excess profits of $14,519,000,000, more than 10 billion
dollars was in the hands of 2,000 corporations, each of which had profits
of more than one billion each.

What is involved here is more than just the fact that corporations
can more than meet wage demands out of accumulated profits. The
war has concentrated more wealth and power in the hands of the major
corporations than they have ever had before. Fifty years of capitalist
“trust-busting” has resulted in creating the greatest corporate power
the country—and posibly the world—has ever seen.—The Call.

American Industry Is Not "Tied Up"
One part of Chester Bowles’ testimony before the House Banking

Committee has not received the attention it deserves. During his argu-
ment for extension of price controls, the new Economic Stabilizer ex-
ploded an idea which is misleading many Americans, both in and out
of Congress. That idea is this:

“Because of price ceilings an'd strikes, production in this country
is practically at a standstill.”.

Newspapers, of course, are the source of that idea, as they were
of the false notion that there was a “strike wave” during the war.

Bowles pointed out the simple and easily checked-up truth that
“production is now at the higest level ever achieved in peacetime. Un-
employment is at the lowest peacetime point in 20 years. Fifty-two
million people as many as in our best wartime year—are on our
payrolls.

“Why are retail sales continuing to higher and higher levels? Why
have profits been so high during and since the war—if price control
nas crippled production?”

No one has answered that question yet, but the newspapers still
continue to picture production as tied up by price control and strikes

Sometimes it seems that all a propagandist has to do is start an
idea. Newspaper publishers, reporters and columnist will keep it rolling,
stick to it and harp on it, regardless of the facts.—Labor.

Business Morals Set New
.

'Low' in Big Relief Food
Package Racket

New York.—The inhuman mean-
ness of business racketeers des-
cended to a new “low” in “relief
food packages” swindles revealed
here by O. P. A. investigators.

Twelve New York individuals
and firms are being hailed into
court on the following charges:

They have been taking about
$3,000,000 a year from people who
wanted to send “standard food
packages” to hungry families in
Europe. From $2.50 to $l5 were
charged for each of these packages.

Instead of putting in the stand-
ard foods listed, the racketeers
“gypped” both the sender and the
receiver, by leaving out some foods
entirely, and including cheaper
substitutes for others. They also
made fake postage and insurance
charges.

Most of the victims were poor
folks who “skimmed on their own
food” to send the packages to
friends and relatives in Europe,
O. P. A. officials said.

14 Billion Dollars of U. S.
Assets Are Owned Abroad;

Britain Leads
“Assets” owned in the United

States by foreign nations and indi-
viduals totalled the huge sum of
$13,000,000,000 on June 14, 1941,
and increased during the war to

$14,000,000,000 on December 31,
1944, the Treasury Department re-
ported.

This is the first time the amount
of the foreign-owned assets was
ever disclosed* The Treasury was
never able to get the figures until
it uncovered them by using its war
powers.

The assets include American
stocks and bonds deposits, real
estate, trust funds and other kinds
of valuable property.

In addition, gold held in the
United States for foreign owners
more than doubled from $1,916,-
000,000 to $3,937,000,000 in the
same three and a half year period.

British Empire countries and
citizens were the largest owners
of American assets, having $5,355,-
000,000 or 42 per cent of the total.

SILENT TREATMENT
Vending Machine to Sell News-

papers. —Newspaper headline.
No more newsboys calling out,
With their eager, strident shout,
“Extra! Extra!” “Murder!” “Rape!”
“Prisoners shoot guards, escape!”
“Jury deadlocked” “Trains

collide!”
Flood disaster!” “Suicide!”

Unanounced, the headlines come
Out of nowhere, cold and dumb,
Soundless save for coin en route
Tinkling down a winding chute,
And, before the print appears,
Just the faintest clash of gears.

Richard Armour.
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THE AMERICAN PEOPLE
AND A TRIAL BALLON

In his Columbus speech on March 6, President Truman voiced
uraod and excellent aspirations of American citizenship and religion.

Welcome indeed was his appeal to the country’s religious workers
to lead for a moral awakening which would powerfully support ade-
quate national programs for housing, health, education, social security
and fair employment practices. May the President now fight in Wash-
ington for these objectives, against the lobbies of the greedy, with all
the vigor to which he exhorted the Federal Council of Churches of
Christ.

Equally welcome was his plea for utmost co-operation in saving
food for the starving millions in Europe, Asia and Africa. Unless our
country strives to do that, our religiuos and human tenets of brother-
hood are as sounding brass. And Mr. Truman certainly spoke for most
Americans in his general expressions of devotion to the United Nations
and the spirit of brotherhood to prevent atomic war.

* * *

Yet the same President, the preceding day, applauded when Win-
ston Churchill called for continued Anglo-Saxon atomic monopoly. He
shared the platform when Mr. Churchill—in an address on which they
had conferred in advance demanded an Anglo-Saxon military al-
liance against Russia that would dominate the world.

There was a chasm between the broad idealism ot Columbus and
the bid for. overpowering mastery at Fulton, Mo. Which does Mr. Tru-
man mean to serve? ,

Russia, we repeat, has injured peace and her own reputation by
breaking her treaty commitments to evacuate Iran; by overstaying in
the occupation of Manchuria; by seizing reparations on her unilateral
t iat. The State Department rightly protests such acts, vigorously.

But to have a real and lasting influence on Russia for peace, the
indispensable condition is re-established of some basis for the mutual
confidence that existed before Franklin Roosevelt died. Today Russia
and America fear each other. They act accordingly. The vicious circle
must be broken. It is not broken, but is tragically tightened, when
Washington hurls the language of force, including atomic monopoly;
and when the President listens with cordial sympathy as the champion
of an imperial past demands control of the world by Anglo-Saxon
power.

$ * *

On March 21 the United Nations Security Council meets in New
York. Unless, meantime, there is a beginning in breaking the vicious
circle, the United Nations will be in deadly danger. We should Ike to
see a great lead from Russia to begin righting the course. But as Amer-
icans our first duty is to call our government to action for peace.

„

What we have witnessed these past few days had been a trial
oallon for maintenance of a past world order, by threat and alliance,
against major change. Let the American people reject the balloon so
unmistikably that the President will bend his utmost efforts—now and
not after a crisis iin the Security Council—to re-establish the confi-
dence of allies, without which just settlements by agreement become
impossible.—The Chicago Sun.

SPLITTING THE ATOM
The New York newspaper PM

publishes a chart which it calls
the “atom” of big business or
why firms with strikes stick to-
gether. Wish we had it to pub-
lish for a chart tells the story
beter than words. But here goes:

On the outside of the wheel is:
General Motors—Assets over 2

billion; employees, 465,617, plus
275 subsidiary companies.

American Telephone Co.—Assets
over 4 billion; employees, 439,700;
53 subsidiaries.

Western Union Assets, 309
million, employees, 60,800, 33 sub-
sidiaries.

General Electric Assets, 842
million; employees, 167,212, 81
subsidiaries.

U. S. Steel—Assets over 2 bil-
lion; employees, 314,888, 124 sub-
sidiaries.

Westinghouse Assets 520 mil-
lion; employees, 111,944, 19 sub-
sidiaries.

In the middle are the Ist Na-
tional Bank of N. Y., Chase Na-
tional Bank, the Guramy Trust
and J. P. Morgan all with direc-
tors in all these tremendous cor-
poratiohs. These big banks and

trust companies are the real rul-
ers of big industry of America.
They are back of the conspiracy
to destroy labor, beat down wa-
ges, force inflatidn to ruin small
business, farmers and salaried
people.

THE CHILDREN
By MAX PRESS

These are the unsuspecting, the
helpless, the blameless

Who starve and die in the streets
of a thousand towns.

Dream of them a little when you
and your children sleep;

Dream of how cold and hunger
freeze a baby’s smile;

Dream of little hands that curl and
uncurl, curl and uncurl

In the hour of exhaustion, in the
agony of death.

Dream of them—they do not ques-
tion, do not plead;

Their only language is a cry.

CAUSE FOR PAUSE
“How do you cure your husband

from staying late at the club?”
“When he came in late one night.

I called out, ‘ls that you, Jim?’ and
my husband’s name is Frank.”

Some Odds and Ends
A that can be built within

a Week has been discovered/ Now
to find some way in which discus-
sion of whether or not to build it
can be completed in less than six
months.-r-The St. Louis Post-Dis-
patch

The average distance to a garage
when an auto stalls is about five
miles.

•‘Oh, the injustice of it,” moaned
the old rounder, upon hearing that
all grain hereafter is to go into
luxuries like bread. “Senator
Soaper.”

In Kentucky there was uncover-
ed a still where moonshine-making
was being taught. Graduation like-
ly will be held in jail.—The Cin-
cinnati Post.

Lots of people have discovered
that when you learn too heavily*
on luck it gives way.

Charged with wrecking a tavern,
an Illinois man says he drank six
quarts of alcoholic stuff to relieve
his rheumatism. It sure loosened
up the joint.—H. V. Wade in The
Detroit News.

Labor’s productivity rose by one-
fourth —25 % during the war,
which means that, in general, four
workers can now produce what it
took five workers to turn out be-
fore the war. This increased pro-
ductivity means also that the em-
ployer makes a higher margin of
profit on each worker and should
therefore be able to afford to pay
him a higher wage.

The filibuster boys from Dixie
have forced the withdrawal of the
F. E. P. C. bill. As is so often the
case in the Senate, victory went to
the side with brass lungs.—Howard
Brubaker in The New Yorker.

THE T. P. & W. SHAME
The shame of the murder of two

strikers of the T. P. and W. rail-
road in Peoria recently is another
blot on the record of that railroad,
adding to the earlier shame of its
defiance of the President of the
United States.
“Kids,” charges the St. Louis Post

Dispatch, armed with machine
guns, perpetrated the murder out-
rage. How the machine guns came
into their possession is now some
thing for the FBI to settle.

George P. McNear, Jr., president
of the road, already had much to
answer for, and now this crime is
added to the list of disgraces he
has piled up in his name. The
Progressive Miners.

THAT MAN KAISER AGAIN!
Henry Kaiser continues to make

news of the better sort.
First he showed shipbuilders

how to build ships—fast.
Then he bought a steel plant,

signed up with the steel workers
while other steel manufacturers
were arguing over wages.

Then he and Frazier decided to
build automobiles signed up witn
auto workers union, started to
work, then announced that a five
dollar bill would be set aside for
every car they sold—the total of
such extra five dollar bills to go
into a bonus fund for the workers.

If Kaiser can keep up that pace
he’ll be a one-man General Motors
corporation all by himself within
ten years, but a kindly one.—The
Progressive Miner.

FOOD FOR FREEDOM
Wars end is hunger. We have seen

this twice
In one short lifetime. When the

battle cries
Have died to whimpers, one can

hear the sighs
Os maimed, of anguished, caught

as in a vise
Os foodless torture, while a daily

slice
Is hacked away from feeble limbs

and thighs
That ill afford it. How can peace

arise
When bodies famish on scant bowL

of rice?
From simple hunger, likewise, wars

emerge
In endless cycle, for the ‘haves,’

‘have-nots,’
Resolve so, boundlessly, in little

plots
To kill each other under hunger’s

urge.

To banish war, and for eternity,
Use simple measure, give

security.
Maena.

The highest function of the
teacher consists not so much in
imparting knowledge as in stimu-
lating the pupil in its love and
pursuit.

COULD WE DO WITHOUT PRICE CONTROL?

PROTECTION FOR HOME BUYERS
A substantial measure of protection against the dangers of inflation

can be obtained by prospective home buyers by using the FHA’s un-
biased appraisal system at a cost of $lO, says an announcement by
Commissioner Raymond M. Foley of the Federal Housing Administra-
tion.

“Our advice,”- Foley said, “is that prospective buyers consult their
lending institutions to obtain FAH appraisals for them.”

Under amended FAH rules any person proposing to buy or build
a home is enabled to ascertain on payment of a fee of $lO the FHA
valuation on the property before making a commitment to purchase.
Foley explained.

“The danger of inflated real estate prices, especially for homes, is
now very real,” Foley added. “Building was curtailed during the war,
labor and material are now scarce, and men returning from war are
looking for places to live. Naturally, the result is tremendous demand
for dwellings which new construction cannot yet satisfy. Under such
circumstances, prices may be far out of line with long term values.”

Under present conditions, by far most important measure of pro-
tection and guidance offered the inexperienced home buyer by the FHA
is its attempt to place fair valuations upon residential properties. Often
these- valuations will not be in agreement with prices affected tempo-
rarily by housing shortages. Nor with the equal prices asked by sellers
looking for excessive profits. Thus an FHA valuation may guide the
buyer against paying prices too high or above the level at which he
may obtain maximum financing under the FHA plan.—The Brewery
Worker.

The best way to evaluate price
control is to ask where we would
be without it? Fortunately, that
question is answered by past per-
formances in this country and the
fact that every country now that
hasn’t price control has drastic in-
flation.

Unless one is to assume that
gentler wolves have been bred
since 1918, there is every reason to
believe that a worse catastrophe is
in store for us, for the lambs are
fatter, and not much more intel-
ligent than then. See what hap-
pened just the other day, when the
price controls were knocked off
citrus fruits and the price of or-
anges soared 100 per cent.

The conservative N. Y. Times
gives us a picture of Venezuela, a
typical country in the grip of in-
flation: “In wartime parlance, this
would be called a ‘fat-cat’ land,
where anything from cameras to
Swiss watches is buyable if you
have enough money.” But “any
middleman here who makes less
than 25% net profit.. after .. .

taxes is regarded by his colleagues
as stupid.”

Venezuela has three million head
of cattle and four million popula-
tion, but a beefsteak in Caracas
costs .$4.20. Chicken costs $l.BO a
pound (ten times what the farmer
sells it for.) An apple costs 45c,
bread 30c a loaf, cigarettes 66c a
pack. A suit of poor material sells
for $9O. The majority of people eat
beans, rice and cornmeal if they
eat at all. “In this hill-rimmed
colorful capital, one sees persons
living in a dwelling that would
make a stable appear luxurious. A
handful live in sumptuous palaces.”

Due to selfishness, inertia, and
the irksomeness that all controls
entail, we have seen leaks in our
own price wall. There has been a
rise in cost of essential goods
amounting to 33% since Jan. 1941,
which means that your dollar is
now worth 68c in terms of what
it would buy before the war. You
can see baby carriages offered as
bargains at $145, men’s shorts at
$2 (formerly 50c) and tails cut to
the place where shirts resemble
halters. The price of a loving kiss
(to judge by the watch ads) has
soared to the place where the com-
mon man must be setisfied with a
handshake. ~

Life magazine, after a survey oi
exorbitant building costs, suggest
weakly that all the consumer can
do is yell. He can do a lot more, if
he changes from his traditional
role of Milquetoast, with the lily
white hands, to Hardegg, with a
militant consumer program. That
includes support of OPA as a ne-
cesary defense, with an aggressive

PUT HIS FINGER ON
WRONG SPOT

Secretary of Commerce Henry
A. Wallace created a stir recently
when he announced in Des Moines
that “one-third of the school child-
ren in Washington are more under-
nourished than most of the heifers
and pigs on the farm.”

Washington officials promptly
challenged the indictment. If the
Secretary had said that one-third
or one-fourth of the people of
Washington lived in homes which
were in worse condition than the
average pig-stay in lowa, he would
have been nearer the truth.

Slums are slums whereve you
find them, but Washington, the
capital of the richest county in the
world, has some of the worst. Very
rich citizens, who collect rents, are
primarily responsible.

program for consumer Cooperative
ownership.

Every new co-op store, brightly
painted in shades of forest green
and profiteer’s pallor, is an irre-
futable example of w'hat fair deal-
ing can be, the sort of control that
should be earnest to see that ideal-
ism and efficiency continue to al-
low your co-op to serve as a
Golden Slide Rule in the commu-
nity.—The Cooperator, New York.

FISHIN'
O, give me grace to catch a fish,

So large that even I,
In talking about it afterwards,

May never need to lie.
A question I would ask you,

And a truthful answTer wish,
Are all fishermen liars,

Or do only liars fish?

Since a question has been asked,
And the truth is what you wish—

All men are liars,
And some of them fish.

—Author Unknown.

BONDSMEN
Wearing no livery of any lord,
Bearing no brand burnt in the hide,
Bound not to burden of land nor

sword—
Free men are we, fair Earth’s

fond pride.

Liars or fools are all of us
Who say these things or believe

them so:
We are as bound and powerless
As men a hundred years ago.

Then Slaves, awake! Now strike
and cry

For freedom. The cause is true, is
right.

The old world sickens. It will die.
Workers of the World Arise,

Unite!
C. J. Stevens.

THE IDLE RICH
The facts show that the Steel

Trust if it did not operate a day
this year of 1946, would regain
$149 million in tax rebates, an
amount 29% above the level of
the industry’s prewar earnings.
Workers go hungry when they
don’t work.

APPALLING!
An appaling report has just been

issued by the I. C. C.
It shows that last year 898 rail-

road workers were killed and 47,-
261 were injured in the perform-
ance of their duties.

There is, however, a ray of hope
in the report. The casualties de-
creased, compared with 1944.

RUSS PLAN BOOST
IN FOOD OUTPUTI MOSCOW. Plans for an in-

[ crease in food production during
the current year w 7ere published
today by the newspaper Izvestia.

The Soviet food industry plans
call for a 41 per cent increase in
sugar output over that of 1945, a
30 per cent increase in preserves
and a 20 per cent increase in vege-
table oils.

Sign on a car with Kansas license
plates: “Please drive carefully. We
have lived through drought, dust
storms, prohibition and the New
Deal, and we want to see what hap-
pens next.”

HEARD AT THE TRACK
“At least,” said the crestfallen

jockey, “I didn't finish last. I no-
ticed two horses behind me.”

“Why man,” replied the irate
owner, “those horses were running
in the next race.”


