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DEMOCRACY BEGINS AT HOME
Our New York contemporary, “The New Leader,” which admits

being “America’s leading Liberal-Labor weekly,” suggests that with
the help of the Allies the Germans (that section of Germany which was
“Socialist” and otherwise “democratic”) could have overthrown the
Nazi regime and ended the war.

Considering that the Socialist Party of the United States, whose
program we largely follow, advocated a “peace offensive” directed
at the German people—meaning that we Americans should encourage
the German people to revolt against their leaders in the midst of the
wai —we can’t find any fault with the New Leader’s idea.

However, although the suggestion sounds as good to us now as
it did when the Socialists made it a part of their platform, we are
r.ot at all sure that it was ever any more than a vain but noble
sentiment.

How could we logically expect America to make common cause
with Socialists and democrats in Germany or anywr here else in the
world when they reject Socialism and true democracy in their own
country? We don’t think that makes sense.

As we have always understood the rulers of a class society, about
the last people in the world that our American policy-makers would
have Wanted to have the upper hand in Germany would have been the
Socialists and other small “d” democrats.

They opposed us at home; why shouldn’t they oppose pur com-
rades anywhere in the world?

It may be that every word of criticism which has been directed
against policies established in that section of Germany which is under
American domination is deserved. But perhaps it would be more
moore profitable to consider the policies that have been established,
defended and maintained here in America.

We think that democracy, like charity, should begin at home. And
we know that most Americans, from Henry Ford up and down have
been voting against that form of industrial democracy which Socialists
propose to inaugurate.

So what? Why so the owning class remains in the saddle and
the preservation of the private-profit system remains the primary
objective of our collective security.

Help Socialists anywhere? Forget it; we must vote for Socialism
in America before this nation will do that.—Reading Labor Advocate.

How "Barney" Would End Strikes
We do not know anything in “Barney” Baruch’s career to justify

his claim to the role of “elder statesman.” True, he made a lot of
money in Wall Street. He has his version of how he made it. Others
have quite a different version. At times he has posed as a liberal, but
according to our record, he has always been “the voice of Wall Street.”

A few days ago Baruch appeared before a Senate committee and
gave qualified approval to the extension of the O. P. A.—something
this paper and the labor movement generally have been strongly
urging.

Then Baruch proceeded to tell the lawmakers just how this coun-
try should be run, and the newspapers “played up” his utterances as
if they came from some inspired prophet on Mt. Sinai.

Among other things, “the voice of Wall Street” demanded that
strikes be forbidden for a year. That’s the way Mussolini and Hitler
would have handled it. But look what happened to them!

We havent the slightest idea Congress will act on Baruch’s sug-
gestion. That would be exactly the wrong way to handle our indus-
trial problem.—Labor.

LOOKING AHEAD
By Len l)e Caux

If you want to believe the dire
predictions of H. G. Wells about
mankind going berserk and madly
rushing to self-destruction, con-
sider the mighty atom. ,

Here is a discovery that can
bring untold blessings to mankind
—a tremendous new source of en-
ergy to relieve human drudgery,
to revolutionize medicine, to pro-
duce countless comforts, to bring
more leisure, better health, longer
life and higher living standards.

Yet so far the chief results have
been atom bombs to lay waste
whole cities, spy scares, interna-
tional ill-will, intensified competi-
tion in the arts of mass destruc-
tion, and Congressional plans for
what Henry Wallace calls “mili-
tary fascism.”

The United States is supposed to
be jealously guarding the “secret”
of the atomic bomb. Yet scientists
say there’s no real secret, and that
all other countries have to do is
to perfect the industrial processes
necessary for the bomb’s produc-
tion.

But from Ibis false theory that
we can reserve to ourselves the
exclusive power to destroy the rest
of the world, many dangerous con-
clusions are drawn.

One drawn by powers excluded
from the “secret,” is that the Unit-
ed States is implicitly threatening
them with the atomic bomb and
that in self-protection they must
compete desperately in the produc-
tion of this and even deadlier
weapons.

Other conclusions, within the
United States, are that atomic En-
ergy, being primarily a military
“secret,” must be kept under ex-
clusively milit&ry control; that
atomic scientists must be barred
from talking about it even to each
other, and that a military Gestapo
rule must be established over uni-
versities, industrial plants and
everyone even remotely connected
with atomic developments.

The May-Johnson bill in the
House and the Vandenberg amend-
ment adopted by a Senate commit-
tee would establish this military
control over atomic energy.

They would heighten the fears
of other ’ countries, spurring them
to an atomic armament race;
would cripple the development of
atomic energy for peaceful pur-
poses by gagging scientists from
sharing their information, and
would lead to a type of military

fascism threatening all our civil
liberties.

Foreseeing these dangers to our
national security, welfare and lib-
erties, the CIO executive Board
long ago adopted a vigorous policy
on atomic energy.

Pointing out that the develop-
ing atomic armament race is sheer
madness, and that in any ease the
United States cannot long retain
its alleged “secrets,” the CIO called
tor suitable international machin

| ery to bring atomic energy under
; world-wide social direction.

It also declared that the bene-
fi c ia 1 industrial, scientific and
medical possibilities of atomic en-
ergy are so great that they
belong to the people, and not sub-
jected to private monopoly or mili-
tary control.

The CIO that the United
Nations outlaw the military use of
atomic energy and all production
of atomic bombs, and promote the
constructive peacetime develop-
ment of atomic energy, with world-
wide public information and edu-
cation.

It urged complete public control
of all atomic energy patent rights,
licenses and resources in the USA
by a democratic civilian agency.

Since then, the Security Council
of the United Nations has voted
to set up a commission on interna-
tional control of atomic energy, but
no action has yet been taken.

President Truman has declared
in favor of civilian control of
atomic energy. Bills to establish
such control, introduced by Sena-
tor McMaJion and Rep. Helen
Douglas, have had the support of
labor, farm, church and most other
public-spirited organizations and
citizens, including notably the
atomic scientists themselves.

But. with the worsening of in-
ternational relations and the cur-
rent vogue of “get tough,” “big-
stick” talk, the mad impulse to
self - destruction through military
control and rivalry in atomic
armaments seems to be gaining
ground, as evidenced by the Van-
denberg amendment and new ef-
forts to pass the May-Johnson bill.

This matter of civilian control of
1 atomic energy and international

regulation is of prime importance
to labor, as to everyone else.

The atom is a question we can’t
' evade by saying to others, “That’sI your funeral.” It may mean every-

one’s funeral.
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SENATORS BEGIN HEARINGS
ON "MENTAL HEALTH BILL"

SPEND FOR STUDY OF CAUSES AND CURES AND THUS
SAVE ON HOSPITALS, SENATOR PEPPER URGES
A Senate education and labor subcommittee recently began hear-

ings on a “Mental Health Bill’' sponsored by Senators Pepper, Tunnell,
Hill, Murray, La Follette, Aiken and Thomas of Utah.

Senator Pepper, who is chairman of the subcommittee declared
that the “alarming increase in mental disorders makes this bill one of
Ihe most important pieces of health legislation before Congress today.”

He pointed out that more than half a billion dollars is spent every
year to maintain mental hospitals in this country, yet little money is
provided for study of the causes and cures of illnesses of the mind.

“That is poor economy,” Pepper said. The bill would partly
remedy this situation by granting money to the Public Health Service
lor research and for training “mental health experts.”

Build Faster to Preserve Humanity
Cooperatives have made remarkable progress, but there is much

distance to be gained—and it must be soon—if they are to make the I
contribution they should toward the building of a mutually helpful |
and mutually trustful world.

The war has e: dcd but the fighting goes on. The cause becomes
more and more apparent—i he continued quest of money tycoons for
economic privilege, power and profit at the expense of common people
the world over.

Colonization ambitions are not needed to make a nation feared.
' The threat of exploitation by reactionary monopolies leads to distrust,
tear, hatred, and war. At home, the same interests lead us step by step
toward stateishi.

Until these agencies of greet* are minimized by the effective yard-
stick of strong national and international cooperative business, the
curse of war and revolution, and the threat of atomic annihilation, will
remain vt ith us—no matter what the apparition of “united nations con-
trol” of force, cl cetera.

Savings, quality control, democracy are all reasons for building
cooperatives faster. The biggest reason of all, tho, is to put business on
a brotherhood basis, help to build a trustful world community, and
enable the human race—perhaps—to preserve itself. CO-OP (the
Consumer Cooperatives’ national technical magazine.)

WHERE "FREE ENTERPRISE"
FELL DOWN

We are constantly assured that
all the good things in the world are
traceable to “free enterprise.” We
are very much in favor of “free
enterprise” ourselves, but we can’t
shut our eyes to its obvious weak-
nesses.

The situation in the British min-
ing industry is a fair example. For
centuries it has been run by “free
enterprise,” and the result has been
starvation wr ages, impossible work-
ing conditions, obsolete machinery.

During World War 11, one of the
many “crosses” carried by the Brit-
ish people was the lack of coal
to keep them warm. The output of
coal per man-day was about 25
per cent of American production.
In other words, the American
miner dug four tons to the British
miner’s one ton.

It wasn’t the British miner’s
fault. It was the fault of “free en-
terprise.”

The British Labor government is
taking over the mines and plans
on installing modern machinery.
Still, according to reports from
London, the industry is “sick.” It
can’t recover in a day from the
overdose of “free enterprise” which
it swallowed in the past.—Labor.

HOW BYRD 'ECONOMIZED'
IN VIRGINIA

Senator Harry Byrd of Virginia
wins oodles of publicity by his
pleas for “economy.” Labor has
occasionally pointed out that Sena-
tor Byrd’s idea of economy seems
to slash all appropriations which
benefit ordinary folk—like work-
ers and small farmers. Further-

more, we have never been able to
discover where Senator Byrd, de-
spite all his talk, has “saved” any
considerable sum for Uncle Sam.
In other words, we have viewed
Senator Byrd’s “economy program”
as a good deal of a “phony.”

Apparently others hold to the
same theory. Just the other day a
writer in a Washington paper re-
called that Senator Byrd was Gov-
ernor of Virginia about 20 years
ago. He devoted a great deal of
time to building up a political “ma-
chine,” but he also had a state
“economy” plan.

He promised to consolidate de-
partments and reduce the number
of employes and, of course, to cut
expenditures. It hasn’t worked out
that way.

Virginia has one state employe
for every 164 citizens. There are
only eight states in the Union
which have more state employes
than Virginia. For example, New
Jersey, with 4,000,000 people, has
13,900 state employes, while Vir-
ginia, with a population of 2,-
700,000 has 16,300 employes.

So, it would appear that Senator
Byrd preaches “economy” but isn’t
very successful in practicing' it.—
Labor.

FOR UNRRA
Eighty per cent of the money

pledged to U. N. R. R. A. has been
paid in. Uncle Sam has'contributed
$2,100,000,000, Britain $624,-
000,000. Canada $108,000,000.

It was agreed at the beginning
that the invaded countries would
not be expected to make large con-
tributions. That accounts for the
fact that Russia has put up only
$1,750,000, China $875,000 and
France $700,000. ii

Some Odds and Ends
Thq Federal Communications

Commission is revising the terms
for the renewal of licenses for ra-
dio stations so that “advertising ex-
cesses’’ will be curbed. I hope that
they will out law singing ads, the
greatest atrocity of modern radio.
—N. L.

A new light rivaling the bril-
liance of the sun has been produced
by Western Union engineers. Ap-
propriate to these times, it is
known as “regimented light.” But
even with such a light, a modern
Diogenes would be frustrated in his
search in most areas of this earth.

Prcrhier Sjahrir of Indonesia
protested the arrival of 2,400 Dutch
troops to take over the duties the
British are anxious to relinquish.
But negotiations with the Dutch
for self-government continue, thus
far without results.—N. L.

Canada granted Britain a loan of
$1,250,000,000, on the same terms
as the proposed loan of nearly $4,-
000,000,000 by the USA, and can-
celled a debt of $425,000,000, the
cost of training British pilots in
Canada during the war. But India
has not granted any credits to
Britain.—N. L.

Four countries produced seven-
eights of the world’s oil: United
States 231,000,000 tons; Venezuela,
40,000,000; USSR 25,000,000; Iran,
17,000,000.—N. L.

There is just as much horse sense
as ever, but some days we think
the horses have it all.—The Pitts-
burgh Press.

A Federal man says not a single
first - class counterfeiter is now
operating. Thus does one more of
the traditional aspects of free en-
terprise disappear from the Amer-
ican scene.—“Senator Soaper” in
The Cincinnati Times-Star.

The home-front letdown in the
wake of war brings back to mind
the weary parader who explained,
“I never noticed my feet hurt until
the band stopped playing.”—H. V.
Wade in The Detroit News.

The output of hoi air in Congress
during a filibuster is about the
same as usual, the main difference
being that it is premeditated.—The
Cincinnati Enquirer.

Even the judge at hearings on
Western Union’s demand for an in-
junction against picketing of its
main building laughed at this boner
pulled by a company lawyer cross-
examining a strikebreaker: “Was
it a man or woman who hit you.
Answer Yes or No!”

Time is money only when you
spend yours earning it.—(From the
Brewery Worker.)

Everybody is eager for an early
end of the dangerous strain on
our relations with Russia. Un-
fortunately, we are getting little
help from Washington, less- from
Winston Churchill, and none at all
from Moscow.—Howard Brubaker
in The New Yorker.

Don’t have a single-track mind
at railway grade crossings. A train
may be coming on the second
track, too.

Lifting of OPA rent controls in
Sarasota, Fla., this Winter brought
rent increases of more than 100
per cent. The controls were lifted
because the housing shortage there
was not due to either war or re-
conversion activities. Soon ap-
peals flooded the OPA from ten-
ants unable to pay the sharp rent
increases and facing eviction.
Apartment rents w.ere upped from
$35 to $BO, from $4O to $lOO. It's
a preview' of what would happen
everywhere if Congress killed
price and rent control.

Learn from the mistakes of
others—you can’t live long enough
to make them all yourself.

The poll-tax Democrats and re-
actionary Republicans in the
House now have a formal alliance,
with price control as their first
scheduled victim. President Tru-
man wasn’t in time to stop the
wedding, but he can still perform
a shotgun divorce. John Paine
for Federated Press.

According to the February 15th
issue of the United Mine Workers
Journal, President William Green
of the AFL was a CIO union mem-
ber for at least four years without
knowing it. The Journal says
Green’s dues had been kept paid
up in the UMW while that organi-
zation was in the CIO.

Money may not buy happiness,
but with it you can be unhappy

in comfort.

I
WE MUST NOT FAIL
THE FILIPINOS

We are about to redeem our
promise to the Filipinos. They are
to have freedom in the broadest
meaning of that precious word. It
will be a glorious day for the
islanders when this is done. It
will be a glorious day for Ameri-
cans, too, for it will be almost the
first time that a great power has
voluntarily and without pressure
of any kind freed a subject people
—if we may use that term, which
we confess we do not like to
apply to our comrades in the
Philippines.

Congress is framing legislation
governing the future relations be-
tween this country and the archi-
pelago. We hope Congress will be
unusually generous.

Selfish interests are urging that
the sugar quota be reduced and
that other restrictions be imposed
on trade. We trust Congress will
not heed this advice. We are doing
a generous thing. Let’s not cheapen
it in any way.

Furthermore, the Filipinos de-
serve all we can do for them.
They stood by us when the going

jHARVEST OF OCCUPATION
The sins of occupation, Churchill brand, have brought a sorry

harvest in Greece. A so-called “free”election has been held. No one
in his sense will contend that the results even approach a representa-
tion of the political state of mind of Greece.

The returns are the result of the weighting of the scales for re-
action. Mr. Churchill intervented against the E.A.M. in the first place
in the hope of keeping Greece “friendly” to the British Empire. But
the chaotic results are serving Britain badly, and Greece shamefully.
Since America backed the British in holding the election at this time,
and shared responsibility in furnishing observers, they are hurting
our prestige.

Until reports from all sections of Greece are in, the extent of in-
timidation at the polls cannot be known. But such pressure was only
part of the picture. Rightist intimidation and in some sections
terror by royalists permitted to keep arms after the disarming of the
E.A.M. had long continued under the weak government protected by
Gieat Britain.

The judgment of the left in boycotting the election thus weighted
for the right is now open to question. For even as things stood the
royalists failed to win a decisive majority. Although the national per-
centage of absention from voting is not yet clear, it appears that, with-
out the leftist boycott, a left-liberal coalition government could have
resulted.

Greece, in any event, remains in political chaos. This, assuredly,
is not the way to forestall either Communism or Fascism. There is no
easy way out now. But representative government must be the goal.
The United Nations should look into the situation in occupied Greece.—
The Chicago Sun. #

MEDICAL CARE FOR BRITONS
Britain’s Labor government has decided to take the bit in its teeth

and put over a national health program. Beginning in 1948, every
Briton will have medical attention of any and every kind free of cost.
The necessary outlay is estimated at about $600,000,000 in. our money.
It will probably exceed that figure.

While everyone will be entitled to this free service, no one will be
compelled to accept, although all will contribute to its support.

Many physicians are up in arms. They talk about striking. They
are waging a bitter campaign against passage of the proposal, but it’s
difficult to see how they can win. Possibly, when the parliamentary
battle is over, they will come to terms with the government.

However, compromise or no compromise, British Labor appears
to have made up its mind that from now on the “plain people” must
have adequate medical care.—Labor.

THE WORKERS' PROBLEMS
You hear quite a lot about the unreasonableness of labor these

days of advancing wage scales and other conditions of employment, cost
of living, inflation, etc., but you ain’t heard nothing yet,” as the say-
ing goes. You haven’t even been told how much the cost of living

! really has advanced.
And then there is among employers and business men almost

universal condemnation of labor union “royalties” and other new con-
cessions now being demanded. In Congress a bill has been introduced
to curb one union.

But you hear nothing about business royalties, chiefly because
business controls your sources of information, both printed and on
the air. The only real information you can expect will be in a labor
newspaper.

For instance, though it has been abolished now, for many years
.

the steel business exacted a royalty in the form of what was known
as “Pitttsburgh plus.” This meant that regardless of where steel was
produced the price was equivalent to its cost in Pittsburgh plus trans-
portation, which brought steel made on the west coast up to the
Pittsburgh price.

And here is oleomargaine. Buttermakers have for many years
have been able to persuade you to use their product by having federal
and state government exact taxes which brings the price of oleo to
just about the price what butter sells for. And even then you can’t
buy it already colored.

These,are only two instances of the control business exercises
over your existence. Others could be cited, but it all comes back to
the fact that labor, in demanding some of the gravy is merely imitating
the methods of big business.—Toledo Union Leader.

THE TRIBUNE RIDES AGAIN!
The Chicago Tribune, toriest of all tory newspapers in America, is

trying to point out in a series of articles that it’s the smaller fry which
owns America’s corporations.

The baloney is pointed to show that every small town owner of a
share of stock has something to say about the corporations, which is as
far from the truth as it is possible to get.

The Tribune points out that 91.5 per cent of the people who own
shares in various corporations listed in Wall Street own stock worth
£5,000 or less, with 54.4 per cent of the people having shares listed at
$5OO or less.

This is a fact, but these 54.4 per cent of the shareholders control
iess than 5 per cent of the total investment, while the 4.1 per cent of
the people with investments of $lO,OOO or more in these same shares
control 3 per cent of the total investment. It is this 4.1 per cent of the
people who. run the corporations to suit themselves and not for the
benefit of the 91.5 per cent of the shareholders who own $5,000 or less
in stocks. This of course, the Tribune does not say!—The Progressive
Miner.

was rough. Thus they became our
comrades in a great war. Now
they are in desperate need of help.
We must not fail them.—Labor.

HOUSE VOTES TO STOP
JOHNSON'S PENSION

More trouble for Federal Judge
Albert W. Johnson of Lewisburg,
Pa. He resigned in order to avoid
impeachment, based on gross cor-
ruption. Then he decided to be
“smart.” After the House had
pigeonholed the impeachment pro-
ceedings, Johnson demanded that
he be paid the usual pension for
the rest of his life.

Naturally, that aroused members
of the Judiciary Committee, and at
their request, the House passed a
bill wiping out Johnson’s pension
rights. It is expected to go through
the Senate without opposition.

CLOSED DOORS!
When the European peace con-

ference convenes the exact date
is now uncertain there will be two
public sessions. After that the re-
porters will be excluded and the
representatives of the powers will
proceed to draft their “covenants”
behind bolted doors.


