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Remember Reuther's Objective
Although the big automobile strike has passed into history, it has

left thinking people with a new philosophy.
At the beginning of the strike Walter Reuther, since elecied presi-

dent of the United Auto Workers’ Union, let it be known that, so fai
as he is concerned, he did not want wages increases that required the
levying of higher prices against the general public. Wage increases
according to the Reuther proposal, should come out of the profits of
corporations and not out of the pockets of consumers.

The Reuther proposition sets up a train of thought that does not
end with strikes and wage increases. If wages, profits and the public’:
ability to pay should all be linked together as a single problem when
there is a strike- for an increase in pay, why should not those three
factors be properly meshed all the time?

Suppose a corporation is making so much money that it can and
does pay its workers twice as much as the general wage rate. Suppose
the workers in that corporation are contented and at peace with their
employer. Might it not be in order, under the reasoning of Mr. Reuther
to examine the circumstances with a view of reducing prices and profits
and bringing wages in line with the general level? To us such action
seems to follow.

Nor are we theorizing. During the war there was the firm of Jack
& Heintz, to offer one example, which paid workers’ far above the
general wage rate. Big bonuses, amounting in some cases to thousands
of dollars were handed out. Rest periods were taken at the pleasure
and whim of the workers themselves. It was a happy situation—for the
Jack & Heintz firm and for their workers who were called ’associates.’

Where did those abnormally high wages come from? The answer
is that they came out of the pockets of the general public. They came
from you and from me. They were paid with the dollars that other
people invested in government bonds. They were a burden on the gen-
eral public, not upon the firm. They now are part of the public debt
which is saddled upon this and future generations.

Under such conditions it is possible that a group of workers is
getting too damned much. That is the logic of Mr. Reuther’s declaration
that he did not want more money for auto workers if the extra dollars
had to come out of the pockets of the average consumer.

Why do we draw this picture? The answer is that we believe it
shows the need for an over-all authority with power to coordinate the
services and rewards of workers. It is because we do not believe that
willingness to share its booty with its employees should justify a
private-profit corporation that loots the general public.

How, then, can this business of adjusting wages to the general |
welfare be accomplished? We have the answer to that too. It can be
done by making the industries of the people the property of the people,
by ending the profit motive and inaugurating the service motive, by
eliminating competition and group interest and instituting cooperation
an social interest.

That is a big job. But it is a necessary job if the wealth that labor
produces is to be properly apportioned among the people and if workers
are to have a common interest, one with the other, rather than become
partners of profiteers who prey upon society as a whole. Reading
Labor Advocate.

A CIO Drive to the South
In May two hundred organizers, backed by a million dollars, the

determination of Philip Murray, and the unofficial sanction of the
Truman Administration, will set out to remake the South. The drive,
known in trade-union circles as ‘ Operation Dixie,” will be, first, a
‘‘straight, clean-cute, pure, unadulterated campaign to organize” more
than a million Southerners in the textile, lumber, and chemical in-
dustries-, in agriculture, and in white-collar jobs. But Mr. Murray, de-
scribing the drive as “almost a holy crusade,” makes it clear that the
“by-products,” political and social, are very much in his mind and of
the most far-reaching character. “The men and women of the South,”
he told a Detroit audience last week, “must be free, and we must de-
liver to them their political and economic emancipation.” The very fact
of extensive unionization, he believes, will spell the end of the poll tax
and ultimately of all forms of econqmic discrimination. The Administra-
tion appears, with good reason, to see in the spread of unionization the
only way of shaking off the incubus of the Rankins without at the same'
time destroying the party’s hold on the Solid South. Political eman-
cipation for millions of Negroes and poor whites, if achieved under the
aegis of the Administration would keep the South safely Democratic
even if it meant the loss of the Bourbons. And that loss—if such it can
bo called—is not inevitable. The fight will be long, and fierce at the
outset, but let the C. I. O. score a few notable victories and many a
Dixie coalitionist, with a nervous eye on his new constituents, will dis-
cover fresh virtues in tolerance—and rediscover the anvantages of party
regularity.—The Nation. *

The Parliament
of Man

By RUTH TAYLOR

"The Parliament of Man is now
convened in continuing and con-
stant session without rules of order,
limitations of debate, or privilege
of the house, and those who refuse
to take account of its proceedings
may wake up to find that its pro-
ceedings have taken no account of
them.”

These words were written some
time ago by Archibald MacLeish.
They are given new significance
by the events of recent weeks.

We are living at a moment in
history when the nature of our
civilization is unusually fluid, un-
usually capable of being molded
in a new direction. All too soon it
will crystalize. Therefore, it is im-
portant that we take full advantage
of this opportunity to assure the
birth of the world for which we
have hoped and of which we have
dreamed.

It is time for far-reaching plans
and for hard and constructive work
to put those plans into effect. It if
a time for men who are willing tc
lead and to take responsibility, who
will put the interests of th.eir fellow
men before their own personal am-
bitions. The Parliamentary of Man
does not select any one group—it is
ALL men, no matter what their
race or creed or nationality or oc-
cupation.

Neither as individuals or as a
nation will it be possible for us to
stand aside and keep out of the
stream of traffic. In a world that
is daily growing smaller, we can-
not avoid being affected by what
happens to our neighbors.

Freedom is responsibility. Free-
dom must be earned by each man
in his own way. No one can shirk
his responsibility. No one can work
by or for himself alone.

The first task before us is to lay
the social, political and economic
foundations of peace. That can be
done only by each man and each
nation doing his or its share. In a
world which has become “One
World" collective security is the
only possible security—and collec-
tive prosperity the only possible
prosperity. And “colective” means
that YOU have a role to perform.

The Parliament of Man is in
session. Its decisions are your de-
cisions.

SUNRISE
By MAX PRESS

Now over the town a good, clean
dawn is breaking

Like a gracious dream in a
world of fears;

Softly in silver and pink the
towers are waking

From early mist the hour of
sunrise nears.

Mow in the iron depths of the stir-
ring city

Is raised the ghostly grail for
which men grope;

For this dawn which is beauty and
peace and pity

Brings to their waking hearts a
desperate hope.

And they rise and stumble on to
what comes after:

From the desolate night of ruin
and rain,

The beautiful and far country of
their laughter—

Where Man comes on his hidden
youth again.
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R£AUY B/G WAR CRIMINALS ESCAPE
The so-called “war crimes trials” in Germany and Japan threaten

to become immense flops.
From Tokio comes the report that Kiyoshi Gogo, former president

of Mitsubishi heavy industries, has been released “because of lack of
evidence.” Some weeks ago the same thing happened at Nurnberg. The
court was told that Krupp, the chief of the concern which did so much
to put Hitler in power and to make the weapons with which Hitler
assailed the world, was “sick” and, therefore, could not stand trial. The
judges obligingly complied, despite the protest of Justice Robert H.
Jackson, chief American prosecutor.

Also from Tokio comes the story that Prince Morimasa Nashimoto,
member of the imperial family, is also released “because of lack of
evidence.” In the European area, we find King Victor Emmanuel, who
eagerly collaborated with Mussolini for more than 20 years, living in
luxury and efforts are being made in London, and possibly by Wash-
ington, to boost his son or his grandson to the vacant throne.

These events emphasize the question: What must a man do in order
to become a war criminal? Why make so much noise over the execution
of a general, here or there, if the big fellows are to escape?—Labor.

ENGLISH COMMUNISTS APPLIED AGAIN
TO JOIN THE BRITISH LABOR PARTY

The British Communist Party polled 102,000 votes at last year’s
general election, the British Labor Party some 12,000,000; so that,
numerically the one is to the other as the flea to the elephant. Yet the 5
passionate desire of the insect to affiliate with the pachyderm threatens
to overshadow all other issues at the Labor Party’s annual conference
m June. The chances that the affiliation resolution will be approved
are at present rated as rather favorable since the Communists, having
successfully infiltrated the industrial wing of the Labor movement, are
assured to the bloc votes of several of the largest trade unions. At any
late the National Executive of the Labor Party has been sufficiently
perturbed to issue a very strong manifesto blasting Communist talk
of “working-class unity” as an attempt to disrupt the party from within,
in addition, Harold Laski as chairman of the party has published a
pamphlet demonstrating the incompatibility of Communist and Labor
Party purposes. We must say we sympathize with the desire of the
i.abor Party’s top political figures to reject such uncomfortable bed-
fellows as the Communists. Combining tremendous energy and perti-
nacity with a talent for political manipulation and a ruthless opportun-
ism, they are likely to rule or ruin any organization which unites with
them. At the same time it is only just to observe that the British Labor
government is not without responsibility for the support which the
Communists have attracted in recent months. At home as well as
abroad, Foreign Secretary Bevin’s failure to follow a clear, democratic
international policy has played into the hands of the extreme left.—
The Nation.

BLACK GOLD
Speaking to the Federal Council

of Churches at Columbus, Ohio,
President Truman denounced
“greed for gold.” Maybe it’s a bit
carping to criticize a speaker for
using a time-tried phrase, but
“greed for gold’’ is out of date in
ttie United States. Try to get it!'

But there’s “black gold,” as the
boys call oil.

Seems there’s plenty of greed for
black gold in Washington and
Truman would not have to walk
very far from the White House, if
at all, to find men eaten up with
that greed.

Truman inherited from the
Roosevelt Administration a greasier
outfit than the slickers who made
a sucker out of Harding.—United
Mine Workers Journal

20-Story Building to Be
Covered with Aluminum

NEW YORK—A 20-story build-
ing covered with aluminum from
top to bottom, will be erected in
New York by the. Aluminum Com-
pany of America as an advertise-
ment for its own product.

This unusual building will house
the headquarters, offices and
showrooms of the “Aluminum
Trust.” It will be at Park Avenue
and 58th Street.

ATTLEE LISTS AID
GIVEN TO RUSSIA

LONDON (UP)—Prime Min-
ister Clement Attlee told Commons
that Great Britain delivered sup
plies worth $1,712,000,000 to Rus-
sia between Oct. 1, 1941, and
March 31, 1946.

Os the total, military supplies
amounted to $1,232,000,000, Attlee
said, the remainder being in such
items as medical goods and food.

Attlee said Britain sent Russia
5,218 tanks and 7,411 planes. Os
the tanks, 1,388 originally came
from Canada, and 3,129 of the
planes had been supplied to Brit-
ain by the United States.

SAVINGS!
Sometime ago Chester Bowles

said that wartime savings of the
public totaled about $145,000,-
000,000.

Robert Wasson, president of the
National Association of Manu-
facturers, said that was just non-
sense; that the total was only
$17,000,000,000.

Now comes Marriner Eccles,
chairman of the Federal Reserve
Board, to testify that Bowles is
right and that tty? chief of the
N. A. M. is “all wet.”

There never was a good war or
a bad peace.—Benjamin Franklin

IN THE WIND
From THE NATION

WE HAVE A HOT TIP that Iran
may hereafter place its trust in a
higher authority than the United
Nations. Magazine Weekly has re-
vealed that Hussein Ala, Iranian
ambassador, took time out from the
Security Council sessions to enter
subscriptions for Superman and
Batman, comic magazines.

GOOD NEIGHBOR POLICY: A
.ecent army recruiting advertise-
ment features a banner headline
proclaiming “World Travel for
You!” Underneath is a drawing of
a procession of grinning G. I.’s
being borne up a long flight of
stone steps by sullen, straining sets
of coolies.

FIRST FEDERAL COURT OR-
DER forbidding the segregation of
school children for race, creed, or
color has been issued by a United
States judge in Los Angeles. His
decision—which has been appealed
by the Santa Ana, California, Board
of Education—declared discrimina-
tion against Mexican children to be
unconstitutional.

HEADLINE in the Sacramento,
California, Bee: “Bank of America
Will Open in Paradise.” (Paradise
it goes without saying, is located
in California.)

ANOTHER CALIFORNIA PA-
PER, one of our readers reports,
has pronounced the definitive judg-
ment on the state of the post-war
world. It is quoted as advising in
an editorial, “There is nothing
wrong with the world that a good
Chamber of Commerce program
could not remedy.”

THE NORTH CHINA MARINE,
a Leatherneck occupation newspa-;
per, ran a feature story on the!
work of the small-claims commis-
sioner who pays out damage claims
brought by Chinese citizens against
the Americans. Compensation, says
the article, averages: for a wreck-
ed rickshaw, $4O; for the death of
a mule, $135; for the death of a re-
lative, $55—“provided the victim
was not guilty of misconduct.”

TIP
I Watch for U. S. pressure on Tito
to slow up. We moved to save the
hide of Gen. Draja Mihailovich,
Chetnik leader in Yugoslavia, as a
hero who saved lives of our flyers,
The British won’t play our game
on this one, realizing that Tito
saved many more and the act could
be political. Additionally, there is
too much proof Mihailovich helped
the Nazis.—Montana Labor News.

Some Ods and Ends
Gov. Frank J. Lausche of Ohio

was on a nation-wide radio pro-
gram with Bob Hope one recent
evening, and now his friends talk
of running him for President, con-
fident that they can put him over.
The odd thing, we gather from
Jack Kennon of The Cleveland
News, is that the Governor at first
hung back from the golden oppor-
tunity.—The New York Times Ma-
gazine.

☆
Another time for a motorist to

worry about losing control of his
car is when he’s a couple of in-
stallments behind.

☆
A statisticion estimates the aver-

age man speaks 12,000.000 words a
year. There must bo more bachelors
than we figured.

☆
Our four million nickels have to

be dropped in the phone slots of
the country to pay the annual salary
and other remuneration of Presi-
dent Walter G. Gifford of the
American Telephone & Telegraph
Co. Gifford draws down $209,550
a year as president, and in addition
can now retire any time he feels
like it on pension paid by the com-
pany of $85,593.84 a year, or more
than $7,000 per month—a very
liberal social security plan not
open to average worker.

☆
The genius of the late Hitler

never ceases to amaze. He built
bonfires of the classic, but careful-
ly preserved any document that
would incriminate a pal.—H. V.
Wade in the Detroit News.

Persons who are looking for
dwellings are advised to be patient,
as it seems that plenty of rental
space will be available within three
or four years. The Indianapolis
News.

Looks kill love and love by
. looks reviveth.—Shakespeare.

CHURCHILL PROPOSAL
In the present uneasy state of

affairs few things would more ef-
fectively damn the U.N.O. and the
cause of lasting peace to which
Winston Churchill pledged his
loyalty than the Anglo-American
alliance which he proposed. I am
in substantial agreement with his
criticism of the aggressions of
Soviet imperialism. We should not
deal with Stalin by a policy of
appeasement, which makes war
more, not less, likely. But we can-
not restrain Stalin’s imperialism
by underwriting British imperial-
ism. That would be the effect ol
Churchill’s proposed alliance. It
would invite Russian leadership of
the colored races of the world
against us. Mankind’s only hope
lies in universal liquidation of all
imperialism and universal national
disarmament. In any case Mr.
Byrnes will have to learn that big
words are no substitute for a posi-
tive program.—Norman Thomas.

COMMON SENSE
FROM REUTHER

Walter Reuther, new president
of the United Automobile Work
ers, and William L. McFetridge ol
the A.F. of L. Building Service
Employees, represent different
types of leadership. Mr. Reuther
has just led a prolonged but suc-
cessful strike; Mr. McFetridge is
proud that in 43 years Chicago
janitors have never had a strike.
Yet when Mr. Reuther insists that
unions must consider price and
profit questions, as well as wages,
he expresses in a broader way the
same senpe of responsibility which
Mr. McFetridge feels.

R. J. Thomas, former U.A.W.
president, thinks the Reuther
ideas are ‘hi-falutin’.” John L.
Lewis has never objected to get-
ting a wage increase by helping
the mine owners gouge the con-
sumer with higher prices. But Mr.
Reuther says that wage increases
thus paid are not in the public
interest. He thinks that the cost
of living, as well as wage levels,
must be of concern to unions, and
he also knows that a ’’good” con-
tract is of little value if, because
of a general depression, the wage
earner has no job. This is not a
“revolutionary” idea; it’s common
sense.—The Chicago Sun.

Our own hearts, and not other
men’s opinions of us, forms our
true honor.—Schiller.

America-Land of Plenty
In 1944, a war year and one of unprecedented prosperity in Amer-

ica, approximately 3,000,000 families and persons living in cities re-
ceived less than $l,OOO income for the year.

Another 4,000,000 families and single persons, mostly families, had
incomes in the same year of from $l,OOO to $2,000, making a total of
7,000,000 families and persons who had less than $4O a week on which
to live in an era of higher prices, higher rents and higher everything.

We need not look to China, or India, or South America for export
markets for the produce of this nation. All we need do is elevate the
incomes of these 7,000,000 families, and they’ll buy all America can
produce and then some.

With more money in their pockets, poor families will buy more
bread, farmers will sell more food and buy more machinery, machinery
makers will have more work, buy more overalls and autos and start
a general cycle of employment and production.

That’s nothing more or less than common sense, and the sooner
our congresses and legislative assemblies learn that little bit of eco-
nomics, the better off our nation will become.—The Progressive Miner.

When Farmers Strike
When workers strike for better wages and better working condi-

tions, the press is full of the news.
But when farmers strike for higher prices, nothing is said, and

today one of the most vicious strikes in the world is under way in these
United States—a strike fomented and maintained by the farmers of
the nation.

Recognizing the extreme scarcity of grains, the farmers, with their
bins loaded to capacity, are refusing to sell, waiting for higher prices
which they know scarcity brings.

When—oh when—will congress wake up and stop this sort of
strike!—The Progressive Miner.

Morals, Ethics and Profits
From time to time we are accused of becoming too technical—-

and, we must admit, the criticism often has been deserved. We try to
use words that anybody will understand, but every now and then
some trite expression like “economic determinism” will slip from our
typewriter.

The explanation of economic determinism is that people think and
act according to the manner in which they make their living. Some-
times we say that “the social is the reflex of the economic”—and
scarcely anybody understands us.

Well, here’s an example of what we mean that should clarify what
we mean:

An Associated Press report dated March 29 tells us that “the
natives of Angola, West Africa, must dress decently and no longer
appear naked or wearing tree leaves and other such primitive
means to cover parts of their bodies in villages and towns.”

This order, the article states, was announced by the Portugese
ministry of Colonies.

No doubt some readers will think that the Portugese authorities
are concerned about the morals, or perhaps the health of those primi-
tive peoples. But we have not yet quoted the last line of the AP story
Here it is:

“The textile industry is being developed in Angola.”
Yep! That’s an example of what we mean when we say “economic

determinism.” It means that the customs, ethics and morals of the
people are determined by economic conditions—favorable to the domi-
nant class, of course.—Reading Labor Advocate.

"ONE WORLD OR NONE"
Many of the scientists who had

a hand in fashioning the atom
bomb have issued a challenging
statement under the title “One
World or None.” In substance,
they say to the “statesmen” who
govern the world: “Unless you get
rid of war, these atomic discov-
eries may be the end of civiliza-
tion.”

Os course, everything humanly
possible should be done to stop
that store of thing, but we think
the title of the scientists’ pamphlet
is unnecessarily alarming

The atom bomb is a fearsome
thing, but it won’t destroy civiliza-
tion. It will inflict plenty of suf-
fering on peoples of all lands, but
somehow they will survive. There
is something in human beings
which enables them to do that
Labor.

THE WAR IS OVER -

STOP KILLING.
The people of the United States

shuddered when they learned
11,260 Americans had been killed
in 82 days of desperate fighting at
Okinawa.

The National Safety Council re-
ports that 28.500 Americans were
killed by traffic accidents here at
home in 1945.

Those 28,500 Americans did not
die in defense of a great cause
Their sacrifice did nothing to help
their country. They were slaugh-
tered by carelessness.

There is only one sure way to
stop this peacetime carnage on the
streets and highways: Enforce the
laws against speeding and reck
less driving; enforce them by day
and night, year in and year out.
without politics and without mercy
on offenders.

CARTELS
Cartels are based on a philoso-

phy of scarcity, restriction, and
monopoly power over economic
life. Cartels are inherently con-
trary to the American creed of
freedom, opposed' to the spirit of
democracy and hostile to pro-
gressive improvement of the eco-
nomic position of the majority.—
The Milk Distributor, Local No
753, Chicago.

Profanity is a brutal vice; he
who indulges in it is no gentle-

I man.—E. H. Chapin.


