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Congressmen Work When They Fee! Like
Absenteeism during the war was loudly decried as a crime against

America, especially if it happened to be a member of a union who
stayed away from his job. The loudest clamor against absentee workers
came from the halls of Congress where such action was condemned
without mercy.

Today it is a pleasure to report that the shoe is on the other foot
A survey by Press Research, Inc., showed that between January 14
and March 21 absenteeism in the Senate hit 41 percent, and in the
House 40 percent.

There were 13 rool calls in the nine-week period during which
some of the most, important legislation ever to be brought before Con-
gress was considered. A vote check reveals that the Senate got its
largest gathering, 60 percent, to beat down a move to end a filibuster
against the Fair Employment Practices Bill. The anti-labor Case Bill
drew 95 percent of'the House.

Perhaps it is a little unreasonable to expect all our elected repre-
sentatives in Congress to keep informed and vote intelligently on all
issues, but at the very least the people have a right to expect they will
stay on the job.—The United Mine Workers Journal.

Investment Bankers Get "Rake-Off"
The daily press writes a great deal about the “closed shop’’ when

it applies to a labor union, but it is significantly silent when lawyers,
doctors or bankers attempt to set up “closed shops” of their own.

In the present instance, we discover the investment bankers de-
manding a “closed shop” at the expense of Uncle Sam, and apparently
Secretary of the Treasury Vinson has made the serious mistake of cap-
itulating.

Here is the way it works: Federal Land Banks are supposed to be
privately owned, but they are government-controlled. The government
stands back of their securities. That’s why they can borrow money at
a very low interest rate.

Now these banks propose to refund hundreds of millions of dollars
of their bonds at 2 per cent. The entire issue could be sold almost
over night practically without cost to the Treasury. Everyone who
knows anything about finances knows that, but the investment bankers
would lose their rake-off.

So they send their “walking delegates” to the Treasury and insist
that Mr. Vinson forget this “revolutionary proposal,” and up to date he
has decided in their favor.—Labor.

Rough Justice in Belgrade
By ARTHUR GAETII

BELGRADE (ONA) —One of
the most fascinating shows in Bel-
grade is a war profits trial. There i
is drama, there is life in the per-
formance.

I saw my first such trial in the
former offices of the State Lottery
where tables and benches had
been arranged on a podium and
the hall filled with chairs. The ■hall began to till with people about
five o clock in the afternoon. It j
didn t take me long to recognize
that the culprits were in the front
row—several businessmen with
briefcases who had evidently come
to prove that they had not made
more in profits from April 6, 1941
to May 9, 1945 than the 25.000
dinars allowed by the new Parti-
san-inspired law.

Only one case was real 1 y j
brought to a verdict that night be- |
cause in the other two causes for
trial —the State vs. Kostic and
wife, and the State versus Kostic,
Ilic and Dimitrovic the records
were not complete and proceed- j
ings were postponed for two '
■weeks. But Theodosjeo Andric had
been before this Commission be-
fore and acquitted. The State had Jfound additional evidence and a j
new hearing had been ordered.

Andric was accused of living in 1luxury while other young men of!
his age went “to the woods” to
fight with the P; ptisans. He re- I
mained as a clerk in a wholesaleiron merchant’s concern until 1943
and then branched out for him-|
self. In two short years he had |been able to buy a house and lotin fashionable Dedinje. Although
passenger cars were not available
to civilians, he had also been ableto buy a car.

Andric testified for himself and
made a very plausible case. He
had, he said, inherited funds from
his family and had invested them.No, he had not dealt on the black-
market nor made any sizable prof-
its— just developed a little busi-ness as the records showed.

The president of the seven-mancommission asked if anyone in the
audience had any information to
contribute of importance in the
case ol Andric. One fellow spoke
up. He said he had known Andric
for ten years The defendant hadalways been greedy for money andhad yearned for a “soft life.” Noone spoke in behalf of Andric, be-cause, apparently, his appearance
was good evidence that he had notsuffered while war had been rag-
ing throughout the country.

Although within the courtroom
itselt, I heard no binding evidencewhich would have convicted the
man, it only took the court ten
minutes to decide that he shouldbe fined 500,000 dinars.

After the decision had been an-
nounced, I spoke with the presi-
dent of the commission, a lawyer
named Moshe Alkalaj. I said thatin the United States the evidence
presented in the court would nothave convicted Andric. Ho replied

that the commission’s special in-
vestigator had unearthed evidence
that Andric had sold goods on the
blackmarket.

'While other y oung fellows
were going to the woods with the
Partisans,” the court president
said, “he was living in luxury.
The issue now is to strip him of
the luxury and by fining him
500,000 dinar we have done lhat.
Our idea is to take from the few
for the many.

"All these confiscated funds go
mto a reconstruction fund.”

It was not, apparently, so impor-
tant to prove just how the man
secured his means. He had them
and they had been acquired during
the war. Therefore, he was guilty
jf profiteering.

The whole philosophy of the
Partisans was manifest in these
trials. The Partisans had had given
their all—they had had sacrificed
everything and had no opportu-
nity to accumulate wealth. Now
they intend to see that no firm or
individual retains one cent of
profit made during the period of
the war and the occupation.

This one court or commission
lias already tried 180 cases result-
ing in 140 convictions. It has an-
other 350 cases in its docket for
trial. This commission is one of
seven in Belgrade. Similar tri-
bunals sit in every sizable com-
munity in the land.

In effect, the War Profits Com-
mission is part of the great
levelling process bound up in the
class struggle which the Partisans
have been waging. People of
wealth and property are suspects
and must prove that the wealth
they have accumulated was legiti-
mately obtained.

WHY NOT ASK THE F. T. C.?
The government is getting so big

that, sometimes, its right hand
mows not what its left hand is
doing.

Apparently not knowing that
.he Federal Trade Commission has
been investigating correspondence
schools for many years, and has a
fat file separating the "black
sheep” from the white ones, the
Veteran s’ Administration has
signed contracts with 13 mail
schools without even consulting
-he F. T. C.

Under the "G. I. Bill of Rights,”
Uncle Sam will pay the price,
>ften running up into hundreds of
lollars, charged by these schools

cor correspondence courses they
sell to veterans.

This first list contains some of
the best schools, and also some of
those which have caused the
F. T. C. much trouble in the past,
oy their "false and misleading”
-laims about their courses and the
jobs waiting for their "graduates.”

Before the V. A. signs contracts
with any more correspondence
schools, it certainly should consult
the F. T. C. and ascertain some
oertinent and interesting facts.
habor.

THE MARCH OF LABOR
£]he u s. supreme court IN 1940 held

INVALID AN ALABAMA ANTI-PICKETING ILAWAND A SIMILAR ORDINANCE OF CAL- / STrEjtbl /I lIHHEB
IFORNIA'S SHASTA COUNTY. THE DECI- L-—3 2i / ISBWIf IfSIONS WERE BASED ON THE GROUNDTHAT i jfjjyiSU tJHJUBJ
THE PROHIBITION OF PEACEFUL PICKETING
VIOLATED THE 14-th AMENDMENT TO THE

ABOLITION OF Debtors'ftti&nHSjS&r WAS ANOTHER ACCOMPLISHMENTfRACE-
ABLE TO THE AGITATION OF THE LABOR

ACCORDING TOTOE U.S.CHI .i '

MOTHERS ARE OFTEN COMPELLED

'T/<>osS?§&\ *j CnTHE FOREFRONT OF EVERY FI6HT
? S HC)R A BETTER WORLD YoU WILL FIND>fe S ORGANIZED LABOR. SUPPORT IT
? \©\ S BY BUYING UNION LABEL PRODUCTS.
S V. ■ :■■■ ■ . r-rr: a
? S~'This is the hat union label.
? LOOK.FORIT IN THE NEXT HAT

VOU BUY.

Feed the Starving
America is a land of plenty in a hungry world. Hardly anywhere

else is food so plentiful. In most other countries people must live on the
barest of subsistence rations, and in many parts face literal starvation.

Who can be so inhuman as not to heed the cries of these hungry
millions or'to give some share of his food to the starving?

American working people, who have known hunger, in the midst
of plenty, and seen at first-hand the dire effects of undernourishment,
have always been the first and most generous in their response to hu-
manitarian appeals.

The CIO and its members can be counted on to comply whole-
heartedly v/ith every proposal for reducing food consumption and
avoiding waste to increase American relief shipments abroad.

But this is not enough.
America must realize that countless lives might have been saved

and endless misery averted, if rationing and food controls had not been
prematurely scrapped after the war, and' if adequate plans had been
made in advance to relieve the approaching famine.

We cannot bring to life the dead or undo the misery that has been
suffered. But we can take decisive steps now to end this tragedy of too
little and too late.

That is why the CIO is demanding the immediate resumption of
food rationing to make American food available to the starving of other
lands. Voluntary plans are not enough. They can be sabotaged by sel-
fish hoarders and profiteers. The burden should be fairly shared by all
the American people.

Nor are food shipments enough for any more than temporary
relief.

Besides demanding rationing, the CIO calls for unstinting support
to UNRRA for the rehabilitation of war-devastated lands;and for
prompt extension of loans to our needy allies, so they may buy the raw
materials and equipment to supply their needs in the future. —The CIO
News.

LOOKING AHEAD
By Leon De Caux

The American people’s battle
against inflation has been called
the Battle of the Bulge.

But after what the House has
done to destroy price control, it’s
more reminiscent of the story of
Algy:

“Algy met a bear. The bear was
bulgy. The bulge was Algy.”

Who’s Algy? We hate to be per-
sonal, but we do mean you—and
you—and everyone else who has
to buy what he needs.

As to the bear, well, it could just
as well be a tiger. If you think
it’d be fun to ride on the tiger of
inflation, remember what hap-
pened to the young lady who took
a tiger-ride:

“They returned from that ride,
with the lady inside, and a smile
on the face of the tiger.”

❖ SJs

The propaganda against price
control suggests another name
the Battle of the Bilge*.

The bilge has been chiefly sup-
plied by the Natl. Assn, of Manu-
facturers, at a cost of $395,850
which they expect us consumers to
repay them, plus several thousand
percent interest, in higher prices.

* * *

The “line” of the NAM runs
something like this:

“So you can’t buy a shirt, or a
car, or a radio? Know why? It’s
because of price control; because
we-uns can’t make enough profit
out of selling to you-uns.

“The remedy? Abolish OPA and
take the lid off prices.

-What will happen then? Well,
of course, prices and living costs
will go up. But don’t worry, suck-
ers. We-all will then make such
big profits out of you-all that we’ll
want more and more—and oventu-

ally there will be so many goods
on the market that prices will
come down.

“So, in the long run, everything
will be hunky-dory.”

What’s wrong with this NAM
“line”?

Chiefly the hook at the end of
it, for any poor fish who swallow
it.

In the first place, we don’t live
in Ihe long run, we’ve got to live
in the short run.

And it's going to be a mighty
short run for our money, if price
control is destroyed.

If prices go up as they did after
the first world war (without price
control), we’ll have to pay 51.34
for five pounds of sugar, now sell-
ing for 35c; a pound of bacon will
jump from 41c to 58c a dozen
eggs from 50c to 92c, and a gallon
of gas from 20c to 34c.

Without price control, a family
now living on $2,500 a year will
probably have to pay 5250 more
for food, SISO more for clothes.
$250 more for rent, and $3OO more
for other goods and services, to
maintain the same standard of
living.

* * *

So, in the short run—if the NAM
and the House have their way—-
increased living costs will cancel
all wage increases and turn them
into cuts in real wages.

Like Alice in Wonderland, we’ll
have to run as feist as we can—-
after higher wages—just to stay in
the same place. And the value of
our savings will be cut in half.

# * *

In the second place, even if we
manage to survive the short run,

Sofia Conference
By MILKO YANEFF

SOFIA, Bulgaria (ONA) —The
Bulgarian people await the draft-
ing of a peace treaty with the
Allies, an agreement that the Big
Four will attempt to draw up at
their meeting opening in Paris,
“with calmness and confidence,’’
Foreign Minister George Kulichev
told tnis correspondent today.

The Bulgarian Government, he
continued, had prepared a memo-
landum for the foreign ministers
of the Big Four, “expressing our
attitude, which is clear, and ex-
presses the hopes of a brave and
honest nation in which a demo-
cratic and peaceful spirit prevails.
Our cause is just, and is easily de-
fended by any impartial court of
justice.”

The foreign minister said that
the will of the country to re-
establish cordial relations with the
western democracies was unmis-
takable, while at the same time
the people wished to maintain
“brotherly relations” with the
Soviet Union. (Bulgaria is the
only Balkan nation which has not
been recognized by the United
States and Britain on grounds that
the present regime is not suffi-
ciently broad in political base.)

The recent visit here of John
David Mack, British Labor Party
member of Parliament, gave thou-
sands of Bulgarians an opportu-
nity to express their pro-British
and pro-American feelings. His
tour through Bulgaria turned into
something approximating a na-
tional holiday. At Stara, Zagora,
Plovdid, Bourgas, Varna, Sofia and
smaller places, the entire popula-
tion turned out to pledge lasting
friendship with Britain, and also
cheering every mention of the
United States.

Mr. Mack told the crowds that
Bulgaria “has been the pawn of
treacherous politicians and schem-
ing kings, and has suffered great
hardships. The peace-loving folks
of a small Slav nation stretches
her hands to Britain and America
in the hope that she may no longer
be an outcast among the peoples
of the world, but may play a use-
ful and honorable role in building
a new and democratic world.”

Bulgaria will send a special mis-
sion to Paris during the confer-
ences there by the Big Four in
the belief that it is to the best
interests of the Balkans that Bul-
garia be given an opportunity to
explain her position. That is the
view of Foreign Minister Kulichev.

"Play God to
a Nation"

Under the heading “Twelve Men
Play God to a Nation,” a writer in
a Washington newspaper discusses
the Rules Committee of the House.

“A shake of their heads is fre-
quently enough to kill a bill which
would contribute to the general
social advancement of the nation.
A nod from them can start the
wheels of progress turning back
wards.”

Seven members of the committee
are Democrats; five are Republi-
cans. The majority is led by Cox
of Georgia and Smith of Virginia,
probably the most extreme reac-
tionaries in public life.

The committee has been in ex-
istence since 1883. It has always
been “the graveyard of progressive
legislation.”

There is much talk of “reorgan-
izing” Congress and “streamlining”
parliamentary procedure. All these
schemes won’t amount to a pinch
of snuff until the Rules Commit-
tee, as it exists today, is wiped out
and members of the House, in some
democratic way, control the cur-
rents of legislation.—Labor.

PENICILLIN SUPPLY
HIT BY BEER CUT

CINCINNATI Curtailment of
brewery production may reduce
the supply of penicillin, produced
as a by-product of beer, Dr. Robert
Lyon, director of the Children’s
Cardiac Clinic at the Children’s
Hospital here, told a meeting of
the Public Health Federation.

More and cheaper supplies of the
drug are sorely needed for pre-
ventative treatment of rheumatic
heart disease in children, Dr. Lyons
said.

the long run won’t be any more
rosy.

A hectic inflationary "boom”
has always been followed by a de-
flationary “bust.”

So, after higher prices have
stolen our wages and savings, we
won’t have much left—if we have
a job at all—to benefit from the
lower prices of deflation, depres-
sion and unemployment.

JUST PART OF THE
DAY'S WORK'

If a soldier did this he would
be called to the White House and
presented a medal of honor, or if
he died it would go to his relatives, j
It was “part of the day’s work' !
for the railroaders involved.

The Oklahoma City “Times”
tells the story. As the “Twin Me-
teor” on the ’Frisco wr as pulling
into Bristow, Okla., on March 16.
a tank truck, which had just token
on a load of gasoline drove onto
the track at a street crossing.

There wasn’t time to stop the
train. The crash set off a terrific j
explosion that shot flaming gas I
in all directions. From one end to !

the other the locomotive was cov-
ered with fire.

At the throttle was L. E. Wham,
a “double-header,” that is. a mem-
ber of the Engineers and also of the
Locomotive Firemen and Engine-
men. His first thought was for
his passengers. He saved them, the
“Times” stated, by pulling the
train through the inferno.

Within a short time Wham and
the fireman. Guy Dennis, also a
member of the Engineers and Fire-
men, died of horrible burns. The
men on the truck were killed in-
stantly.

Near Washington more recently
a similar but less dramatic acci-
dent occurred on the Pennsylvania.
These crossing crashes, which are
on the increase, according to the

A LAW YOUR "LEADER" SIGNED
Every now and then it falls to the lot of a labor editor to head up

and publish a story which reveals how well corporations arc protected
by the tax-refund law. Thus it is that we come to know that the Gen-
eral Motors corporaton really didn’t lose money while it was fighting
the automobile strikers, even though many of the embattled auto work-
ers did have to exhaust their meager savings and look for help from
a circular letter, signed by Mrs. Eleanor Roosevelt, begging contribu-
tions for the relief of strikers’ hungry families.

It is a good thing for workers to be aware of what the law docs
against them and for their employers. But it is not a good thing for
workers to do nothing more than gripe about such a manifest inequity.

The greatest profit that can be gained by workers in this case is
by frankly admitting that they are responsible for the law that favors
the private-profit corporations.

The workers made a mistake when they “went along” with Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt’s program for saving the private-profit economy. They
made mistake after mistake when they pretended to believe that every-
'hing that was done by the Roosevelt administration was the work of
reactionary” congressmen, while everything that the President did

was “liberal.” “progressive,” and “friendly.”
This law which has made it possible for entrenched capital to fight

workers without loss during the critical days of post-war reconversion
was Roosevelt’s law. It was. the law of the “leader” whom labor follow-
■d to the very end. He signed it. He could have vetoed it and thus de-

feated it. But he didn’t—Reading Labor Advocate.

Cheers for Mr. Bugas
It has been a longe time since a management spokesman gave the

Chicago Association of Commerce as sensible and mature an address
on labor problems as the Monday speech of John S. Bugas, vice-presi-
dent of the Ford Motor Co.

Not in a single phrase did Mr. Bugas echo stale old laments about
the wickedness and unreasonableness of labor unions. He didn’t hand
out the familiar patter about “I believe in collective bargaining but—”
Instead, he discusses the need of treating labor relations as intelligent-
ly, constructively and consistently as management habitually treats any
other business problem.

He suggested that businessmen ought to want unions strong and
secure rather than constantly obsessed with fear of company hostility
ile bluntly called for abandonment both of union baiting and manage-
ment baiting as wornout techniques. He called on management and
unions alike to help develop new attitudes to reach new goals and
emphasized the fact that labor relations, fundamentally, are simply
human relations in a modern form. The speech, in short, fitted the fifth
decade of the 20th century.—The Chicago Sun.

Third Party Talk
As always happens, recent talk and action directed at the forma

tion of a “third party” is agitating Socialists.
There are some who assert that the Socialist Party IS the third

party and that all that need and should be done is to get people who
no longer believe in the “free” private-profit economy to join the So-
cialist ranks. Those Socialists are called “unrealistic” by other Social-
ists who believe that a greater opportunity for Socialist agitation and
action is possible within another organization.

Assuming that, with or without a party, Socialists will continue
to be Socialists and persist in advocating a socialized economy wher-
ever they find themselves, the discussion on a “third” party narrows
down to whether or not Socialists, as such should seek to function
within a party of their own and under a program which goes whole
nog for a cooperative commonwealth.

We can narrow the matter to an even sharper line, of course. We
can ask whether there really is a Socialist political party. If we ask
that question in Reading, New York and Bridgeport the answer can
be a more-or-less cheerful “yes.” But the fact remains that the answer
must be "NO” if the existence of a Socialist political party is questioned
in a goodly number of states.

So there again is a question. What is a political party? A number
of definitions are possible. One is that a political party s an instrument
whereby citizens of a political democracy can achieve their ends.

Advocates of a third party will argue that a party other than the
Socialist Party can be used as that instrument. Opponents will contend
that the ends sought by another party will cease to be Socialist in
charecter. Both disputants, however, will assert their intention of
remaining Socialists and working for Socialism no matter where
they are.

However, the test of any tool is whether it works or not. That is
the test that is now applied to those Socialiss who want to keep the
Socialist Party as an instrument of action. If there IS a Socialist party
Socialists should use it. If there is none and Socialists want one they
should build it. And if there is no Socialist party and Socialists either
won’t or can't build one, then the choice is either to function within
another party or within no party at all.

Is it possible for Socialists to make their light shine within a
political party which is less than Socialist? Frankly, we think so:
equally as easy as to make an imprint upon a society that is capitalist
m character and in viewpoint. Labor Advocate.

, I. C. C. reports have become the
; greatest dread of the men in the
cab.—Labor.

MILLIONS EARN LESS
THAN A LIVING WAGE

Though incomes in 1944 “reached
the highest level in history,” none-
theless millions of workers didn’t
even earn a subsistence wage, the
Department of Labor revealed
recently.

A s u r v e y by the department
showed that over 3,000,000 city
families and single persons had
total earnings during that year of
less than $l,OOO. Another 4,000,000
drew only from $l,OOO to $2,000—

; and. in many instances, it took sev-
| eral members of a family to earn
that much.

These figures, the study made it
j clear, applied only to cities. Mil-
lions of others in rural areas and
on the farms had similar meager

i earnings.

CANCER
The scourge of cancer took

170.000 lives last year, says Presi-
dent Truman. He designated April
as “cancer control month” and
urged doctors, newspapers, the ra-
dio, movies and other agencies to
inform the public that “a large
percentage of deaths from cancar
can be prevented if the disease is
discovered and treated in the early

I stages.”


