
A Yugoslav Weekly Devoted to the
Interest of the Workers

•

OFFICIAL ORGAN OF
J. S. F. and Its Educational Bureau PROLETAREC EDUCATION f

ORGANIZATION
CO-OPERATIVE

COMMONWEALTH

NO. 2018. Published Weekly it 2301 So. Lawndale Aye. CHICAGO, ILL., May 22, 1946. VOL XXXXI.

John Lewis and Free Enterprise
Those editors of the commercial press who are shouting to high

heaven about the “arrogance” of John L. 'Lewis and his miners give
i<s a pain at the lower extremity of our spine.

Hypocritical prostitutes that they arc, capitalism’s stooges of jour
nalism ignore the fact that during most of the years they've beer:
peddling their wares tiicy have been extolling the private-profit system
and pointing with pride—and with their tongues in their cheeks—t
the fact lhat workers who don’t like their jobs “have a right to quit.’

That was the way industrial injustice was rationalized when work
ers were unorganized and plentiful and when individual and corporate
employers held the upper hand. But now they don’t want to live up to
their age-long philosophy of “freedom.” Now they ai*e suggesting that
John L. Lewis ought to be put to jail and that Congress ought to "pass
a law.”

We don’t like the prospect of an industrial breakdown, and the
widespread inconvenience and suffering that a protracted mine strike
would cause.

But neither arc'we putting the burden of responsibility upon the
Miners’ Union.

John Lewis told the mine owners the score in their own language
even before the miners exercised thir “constitutional right to stop work-
ing.” He listed some of the disadvantages of the miners’ jobs and then
told the operators that unless they made conditions better he “doesn’t
believe that the people 1 represent will care to work for you gentlemen
anymore.”

That placed the burden squarely upon to the operators. They own
the mines. Why, then, don’t they hire men to operate them? They be-
lieve in the law of supply and demand don’t they? Why, then don’t
Ihey offer conditions that will provide a supply of workers?

Those editors who are knocking Lewis and the miners never did
bring out their editorial hammer for use against the employers of labor
during those dark days of depression that began in 1329—when mil-
lions of needy Americans were without the things that idle factories
could have produced—but didn’t because the owners couldn’t make
profit out of abundance. Then it was proper to close the industries,
wasn’t it?

Our answer then was “NO!” It wasn’t good social ethics then and
it isn’t now.

But we don’t advocate putting union leaders in jail or forcing
workers to produce—for the profit of a privileged class of owners. We
have a better method, a remedy for the unemployment of lay-offs and
for the idleness of strikes.

Our way of setting this matter of unemployment, strikes and short-
ages is to end the profit motive that is the mainspring of human activ-
ity. We would make the mines—and all basic industries—the property
of all the people. And then we would produce abundance for the use
of the people who do the producing.—Reading Labor Advocate.

How to Help the Klan
Much of the emphasis of the American Federation of Labor, in its

conflict with the C.1.0. in the South, appears to be placed on charges
that the C.1.0. is “communistic.” Neither labor nor the South will bene-
fit from such a tactic.

There are some Communists in the C.l.O.—more than in the A. F.
of L. But in neither federation is Communist influence controling, or
anything approaching it. The quarrel between the two rival federations
is largely between two parallel union bureaucracies, not between the
rank and file groups. The issue in the South is not one of Communism
but of low wages.

Organized labor will have plenty of trouble dealing with Southern
industry’s anti-union hostility, the strained race relations of Negro and
white workers, and the desperate effort of reactionary politicians to
hold their power. Only the Ku Klux Klan will be helped, in its renewed
drive for power, by appeals to prejudice and passion in a union civil
war.—The Chicago Sun.

Preview of One Kind of Post-Atomic World
By KENESAW M. LANDIS 11.

One hundred monkeys got loose
in New York City the other day,
let each other out of cages, and
swarmed over the buildings of
lower Manhattan.

They slid down poles in a firei
station, sampled beer in a tavern,
broke into a grocery store, stopped
traffic and had themselves a gay
old time.

Nothing like it had been seen in
New York since the last prewar
American Legion convention.

Fossibly this is a preview of
what will happen if the world is
depopulated of our particular
branch of the simian family in the
next war.

One monkey, swinging from
ledge to ledge among the skyscrap-
ers, lost his hold and fell 12 stories
to his death. But that only goes to
show that New York is more dan-
gerous than the jungle.

Vsr
1 here is no reason to suppose

that the monkeys are any more
irresponsible and reckless than we
are in the midst of the civilization
we have built.

Already the casualty toll on our
highways has increased 50 per cent
since the end of gasoline rationing,
a circumstance which has led Presi-
dent Truman to denounce the

nuts and ‘morons” and ‘‘crazy
people" who are allowed to drive
automobiles.

But this is just a symptom. Mr.
Truman said nothing about the
people who are allowed to run our
government.

If the monkeys had got loose in
Washington, the chances are they
could have gone absolutely unde-
tected in the U. S. Congress, along
with the Rankins and Bilbos.

I find it difficult to put much
faith in any safety program when
I read about the German V-2
rocket that was fired 75 miles in
the sky, as part of the War De-
partment’s long-range missile pro-
gram.

The Germans were far ahead of
everybody in this enterprise, and
when the war ended there was a
race between Russia and the Unit-
ed States to get as many German
scientists and rockets as possible.

Elaborate precautions were taken
'in launching the rocket, and the
proving ground in New Mexico
was considered too small for com-
fort because it was only 125 miles
long by 41 miles wide.

t?
But we are experimenting so the

rocket can be aimed directly on
enemy cities. And some 80 miles
away is the testing ground for
new and better atom bombs.

When these weapons are suffi-
ciently developed teh idea is to put
them together in one package so we
can blow things up in any part of
the world at a moment’s notice.

It is a brilliant idea, but the
monkey may be interested to know
that plans are already being made
to abandon our cities when the pay-
off comes. The War Department is
investigating accommodations at
Mammoth Cave and Carlsbad
Caverns.

I find it significant that the mon-
keys made their escape on the very
day that President Truman came
to New York City to accept an hon-
orary degree from Fordham Uni-
versity.

In his speech, the President of-
fered as the solution for our trou-
bles the Sermon on the Mount,
which says that the meek shall in-
herit the earth.

He must have meant the mon-
keys; he couldn’t have been refer-
ring to the human race. From
The Chicago Sun.

EXPLAIN THIS
The Washington “Post,” arguing

that teachers in the Nation’s Capi-
tal ars miserably paid, makes this
point:

If a young man has a college
degree, has gone through normal
school and can stand up under
other tests, he may get a job as
school teacher at $1,900 a year.

If he doesn’t like school teach-
ing, he may have a job as police-
man or fireman and the Districtgovernment will start him off at
$2,386.80 per annum.

Apologies only account for that
| which they do not alter.—Disraeli.

THE MARCH OF LABOR
us. ‘ff&ODUG'TION

i WAS POUBLEP iHTHEy fIL four. war.years with

j lakl.

After the "Battle of Alcatraz"
_ What?

Take Hope Out of the Heart of a Human Being and He Is
Apt to Act Like a Beast

The Battle of Alcatraz” has ended. Some of the ringleaders of the
revolt are dead; others will probably be executed. The prison which
was supposed to be impregnable, but wasn’t, will be changed, here and
there. There will be investigations and the usual reports. Soon the
tragedy will be forgotten—that is, until another explosion occurs.

Fhac isn t a good way to deal with the matter. We should try to go
much deeper, and, if possible, ascertain why this shocking affair
occured.

☆ ☆ ☆
Father Flanagan of Boystown assures us there are no “bad boys.”

He is confident that, given the right environment, training, opportunity,
boys will develop into decent adults and become the defenders, not
the enemies, of society.

Perhaps Father Flanagan is not altogether right. Perhaps some
boys are born with twisted mentalities, but few of us, who have had
wide experience in the world, will be disposed to challenge his state-
ment that—with the possible exception noted—there are no “bad boys.”

Suppose some agency, manned by men and women who have the
qualities which would enable them to do the job, were to make a pain-
staking inquiry into the history of each of the men who participated
in the revolt at Alcatraz, what a mass of material would be uncovered!

It would be found that all, in the beginning, were babes at their
mothers’ breasts. There wasn’t anything criminal about them then.
When and were, and how did they get “off the track”? Were they en-
tirely responsible, or was society partially to blame?

The investigators might get surprising answers to those questions
—answers which would perhaps shock and shame those of us who arc
so eminently respectable that we never spent a day in jail.

❖ ❖ *

And, then, there is the question of the way Alcatraz has been run.
When you take hope out of the heart of a human being, he is apt to
act like a beast. To an outsider it would seem that even the most hard-
ened of criminals should be given a chance to make his peace with
society. If the proper authorities agree he is not worthy of a further
chance, then his earthly career should be brought to a close. Death, or
at least a ray of hope!

The “Battle of Alcatraz” has ended. Can we afford to stop there?
Labor.

UNION CONTRACTS
PROTECT 14 Million
WORKERS

Stop to think about the tremen-
dous strides organized labor has
made during the past five years.
Over 14,000,000 workers are now
proteeted by union paets. This is
an increase of approximately 51
per cent since 1941.

In manufacturing industries
about 70 per cent of the produc-
tion workers were covered by
agreements iast year.

There has been a particularly
impressive increase in the number
of industries that now are practi-
cally 100 per cent under the trade
union banner.—Labor World, Al-
ton, 111.

NEW ARMAMENT RACE
Russia is building a 15 million

man Army, has new 5-year plan
aimed at making her more able to
wage war. For the present, she is
going right ahead with her expan-
sion program, heedless of power-
less UN.

Britain has biggest peacetime
Army in her history.

United States is feverishly build-
ing and piling up atomic bombs,
her president makes a “peace-thru-
strength ’ speech, lawmakers de-
bate compulsory military training,
her scientists exploring best ways
of geting at Russia thru the Arctic
wastes.

All three are orating peace and
good fellowship in UN councils.

i
All three are seemingly fully con-
scious of what an atomic war could
do to mankind and our planet. Yet
all three are readying for war.

And the street cleaners have
scarcely swept the V-J Day confetti
off the Main Street!—The Cooper-
ative Builder.

"UNCLE SAP" IS PLAYING-
A LOSING GAME

To hear the give-American-away
boys, Washington politicians and
burrocrats tell it, the United Sta-
tes is a rich country and the rest
of the world is busted.

Actually the per capita debt of
the American people is now far
higher than the per capita debt of
the British Empire.

From December, 1939, to Decem-
ber. 1945, despite the billions of
dollars worth of goods the United
States sent to other nations, the
value of American investments in
other countries rose only $1,600,-
000,000, from $11,400,000,000 to
$13,000,000,000. This increase is
all we now have to show for all
our outpouring of money, men,
natural resources and materials.

In that same time the value of
foreign investments in the United
States rose from $9,600,000,000 to
$15,100.000,000—a gain of $5,500,-
000,000. If this same relative rate
of foreign gain and domestic loss
in investments is maintained for
the 50-year life period of the pro-
posed British loan, then foreigners
would own about all of the United
States. United Mine Workers
Journal.

Some Odds and Ends
A man wants to know what he

should read to improve his mind.
No one should attempt to improve
his mind. All any man can hope for
in 1946 is not to lose what sense he
now has—The lola (Kan.) Register.

It is beginning to look like our
Congressmen have forgotten about
representing the people and are
now representing the bunch that
scares them the most.—The Mack-
villc (Kan.) Enterprise

Secretary of Commerce Wallace
has just been added to the list of
subversives kept by the Wood-Ran-
kin un-American Committee. Very
inefficient. They could have nab-
bed him when he was Vice-Presi-
dent.—John Paine for Federated
Press.

Wc heard a yarn this week about
(wo Gl's in the South Pacific who
were out walking and met a lush
native girl wearing only the tradi-
tional sarong and smile. Heedless
of their wolf whistles, she glided
past them. Her sarong, they noted,
was fastened sccurily with eight
Good Conduct ribbons.—The Army
Times.

A man doesn’t have to build a
better mousetrap in order to rake
in the shekels. Any kind of a suck-

i er trap will secure the same results.
—The Cincinnati Enquirer.

A mild-mannered resident of
Kansas City offered to lead police
to the hiding place of a criminal
who fitted a description in a de-

| tective story magazine. Police
I crashed into a rooming house and
; met a volley of shots. Two police-
men were wounded and the quarry
killed. Later at the headquarters
the dead man could not be identi-
fied, the man sought turned out to
have been in Sing Sing all the time,
and the “informer” couldn’t be
found.—Virginia Fortiner in the
New York Times Magazine.

Younger and Smarter
You guessed it: CIO leaders are

younger and better educated than
the AFL brethren—and, incidental-
ly, we may add, they’re smarter
and lower paid.

A study by C. Wright Mills, in
the Public Opinion Quarterly, re-
veals that AFL leaders are, typical-
ly, between 45 and 70, with 25%
over 60 and 7% over 70.

CIO leaders, on the other hand,
are typically between 30 and 45,!
with only 3% over 60 and none
over 70. The average CIO leader
is 20 years younger than corpora-
tion executives and 14 years young-
er than AFL leaders.

Forty-six percent of CIO leaders
are high school graduets, and 32
per cent went to college, a higher
percentage in both cases than in
the AFL.

In national origin and religious
affiliation, there is not much dif-
ference between the two groups.
83 per cent of AFL and CIO lead-
ers combined were born in the
United States.—The CIO News.

'WAR CLAIMS' RACKET
MAY RESULT IN A
VAST SCANDAL

A huge “racket” is shaping up
behind the scenes in Washington.
American business men arc de-
manding that Uncle Sam “compen-
sate” them for damages to factories
and other properties they own

1 abroad.
Some of these claims arc cover-

ed by a bill which is now being
studied by the Senate Judiciary i
Committee. Others arc being placed
in the hands of lobbyists who pro- i
mise to push them through.

The bill would authorize collec-
tion of claims for damages done
clear back to 1937, nearly five
years before this country entered
the war. That provision would open
the door for fantastic raids on the
U. S. Treasury by business men
who assert their properties in China
were injured by the Japs.

In other cases, American corpo-
rations which own factories in
Germany, want compensation for
damages by American bombs, al-
though those factories helped the
Nazis prepare for and wage war,
and thus cost American lives.

SHOULD HELP SOME
The army released $20,000,000

worth of surplus clothing and tex-
tiles for sale to the public. In-
cluded are 90,000 trousers, 275,000
pairs of shoes, nearly a million
wool socks, 151,000 sweaters and
13,000,000 yards of wool and cot-
ton cloth.

WITHOUT A SHIRT
Hitler and Mussolini apparently

always managed to have ample
shirts for their stooges. We Ameri-
cans, however, under the stumble-
bum burrocrats, have become
nearly-a shirtless Nation, and the
prospects hold promise of our
being “without a shirt.”

However, under 0.P.A., you can
buy a sport shirt most anywhere
from $7.50 up to $25—mostly up.
The sport shirt is the shirt on
which the O.P.A. forgot to put a
ceiling.—UMWJ.

4
Speculators Farm
The Farmers

“Jim Hurley just turned down
$20,000 for 99 trees and a one-
bedroom house that cost him
$2,100.”

“Raw land for new plantings is
selling up to $2,000 an acre.”

Startling facts like those pack a
report on the “alligator pear” land
boom in Southern California.

A few years ago, alligator pears,
or avocados, were an almost un-
known luxury fruit. Now accord-
ing to the report, the demand has
outrun the supply, and speculators
are making would-be avocado
growers pay exorbitant prices for
suitable land.

The same report said Southern
California is beginning to grow
other “subtropical” fruits, which

Some More "Free Enterprise"
The insurance companies are down to the last $300,000,000 worth

of property they acquired through mortgage foreclosures during the
iepression, according to Roger Budrow, financial editor of The Indian-
apolis News.

This, Mr. Budrow points out , is only 10 per cent of the property
they obtained in that way at that time.

In other words, the insurance companies cleaned up three billion
dollars’ worth of property by throwing families out of their homes
and off their farms during the administration of Herbert Hoover.

Now the insurance companies are selling this property at inflated
prices causing by big business pressure on the OPA.

They take it away from people during a depression and sell it back
io them at high prices during “good times.” Then they sit back and
wait for the next depression so they can take the property back again.

It’s nice racket and perfectly legal. When anybody tries to make
1 illegal, the corporations shout that “free enterprise” is in jeopardy.

“Get rid of the OPA!” they demanded. “It is destroying the Ameri-
can way of life.

They know that the OPA is the only barrier to inflation. They also
know that depressions follow inflation. Therefore, if they can kill the
OPA they can sell everything at high prices and when the depression
•omes they can get it back again. Thus they would have both the money

and the property.
And so the pressure continues to raise prices and weaken the OPA.

Corporation lobbyists claim that the OPA is inefficient, that it permits
black markets and “strangles” legitime business.

But whenever the OPA asks for enough funds to enforce price
ceilings and wipe out the black markets, it is oposed by these same
hypocritical corporation lobbyists.

A reactionary Congress listens to the lobbyists and refuses to give
OPA the monye it needs. They go even further and cut OPA appro-
priations so low that it is forced to curtail its operations.

Congress is enforcing inefficiency in the OPA. It will not permit
the OPA to hire the enforcement agents it needed to run down the black
marketeers. And as the OPA is crippled, prices rise higher and higher.

Congress is attempting to make the public believe that the OPA
has failed. It has not. It has saved the public billions of dollars. It has
kept roofs over the heads of working men, protecting them from real
estate profiteers. It can prevent inflation if Congress will let it.

But Congress listens when big money talks.
And three billion bucks ain’t hay!—The International Teamster.

"The Most Superior Member
Os The Superior Race"

When Dr. Hjalmar Schacht, on trial as a war criminal, told the
Niirnberg court that “Hitler deceived the world, Germany and me,”
one felt he was placing the victims in ascending order of importance.
The arrogant former head of the Reichsbank has always regarded him-
self as the most superior member of a superior race. It was as a Pan-
German, anxious to enhance his country’s power, that he supported
Hitler thinking he could use him. He admitted on the witness stand
lhat he approved the original Nazi program, apart from its anti-Semitic
leatures—an objection he did not press to the point of refusing to sign
degrees for the seizure of Jewish property. He admitted, also, responsi-
bility for financing the rearmament program and in fact, for all actions
of the Nazi Cabinet up to 1937 when Goering, whom he despises, mani-
pulated his removal as Minister of Economy. But he suggested, the
Court ought to overlook this record in view of the fact that he turned
against Hitler in 1939, supplied Allied representatives with warnings
and information, and even took part in the 1944 assassination plot. The
evidence he produced in support of these claims was not, however, very

conclusive. No doubt, supreme egoist that he is, he decided that a
regime which has dispensed with his services was doomed and looked
tor a lin i of personal retreat. But, having also a healthy regard for his
own skin, he covered his tracks so carefully that, even in 1944, he was
arrested only on suspicion, or perhaps by arrangement. After all a few
months as a specially privileged prisoner was a small premium to pay
for the opportunity to depict himself in court as a Nazi victim.
(From The Nation.)

Free Enterprise in the Unorganized South
Do you know:
That 46 states have a higher per capita income than Alabama—

(Average income in Alabama, $470; in nation $1,041.)
That 69 per cent of Alabama’s people live on farms and receive

an annual average income of $335 —

(96.3 per cent of all Alabama farmers receive an average of $278
a year; 3.7 per cent-large operators, average $1,794 a year).

That the average public school expenditure in the nation is $103.49
per pupil per year; in Alabama it is $41.97—

That of Alabama’s 4,061 public schools, 1,409 are one-tcacher
schools—

That in Alabama 66 per cent of the dwelling units have no running
water, 57 per cent have no inside toilet, arid 75 per cent have no bath-
tubs or showers—

That in Alabama in 1944 19 per cent of the adult citizens voted,
compared to 61.9 per cent in non-poll tax states—Mobile Labor Journal.

; will be “new taste treats” for the
American people.

Some of them bear such names
as “cherimoya, sapo t a, carissa,
cattlee, pomegranates, lemon
guavas, loquats, limequats and
kumquats.”

If you ask for most of these now,
however, your grocer may look at
you rather strangely.

BANK PROFITS SET A
NEW RECORD IN 1945

Rose to §911,000,000; More Than
Billion Received in Interest
On U. S. Bonds
“Net profits of banks reached a

new high in 1945,” the Federal De-
posit Insurance Corporation report-
ed recently.

“Their $911,000,000 profits after
taxes were 21 per cent above the
previous year.”

The report also shows that Uncle
Sam paid the banks $1,133,000,000
interest on their $81,000,000,000
holdings of government bonds and
notes, at an average interest rate
of 1.37 per cent.

GOING UP!
Many a union has continued to

grow since the end of the war,
despite heavy layoffs following
V-J Day. Latest example is the
Teamsters. President Daniel J.
Tobin revealed that membership
in his organization has hit an all-

j time peak of 773,510.


