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Wrong Methods Get Wrong Resujts
Since the end of World War II wages have been increased in almost

ell industries. Nevertheless, if workers who are getting more dollars
on payday want to hold fast to their post-war living standards they
will have to make new demands at once and, if necessary, strike again
to win more money. The reason we say this is because price increases
have more than offset the additional money that most workers have
won by labor struggles.

And then, if the same course is followed and prices are boosted
once more, the same workers will have to strike again . . . and again . . .

and again forever more.
If the same workers who came all out for Roosevelt and Truman

less than two years ago want to get public officials who will represent
them and serve their interests they will have to guess again . . . and
again . . and again forever more. And the reason we say this is be-
cause workers are finding that their political “victory” is a hollow
one—with the same people who were lauded as “friends” of labor
permitting the owning class to grab back what labor has won and
threatening unionists with anti-labor laws that dictators might be
expected to promulgate.

Somebody is herding the working people of America along the
wrong road

And it’s not the Socialists !

What has been happening to the American people fits exactly with
the warnings and predictions of Socialist speakers and writers.

Socialists were the first to point out that mere dollar wages mean
nothing—that it’s what wages will buy that determines their real value.

Socialists have grown tired—and, we suspect, tiresome—repeating
the lesson that what workers need is an economic system that will
react to their advantage, not politicians who profess to be “friendly”
but who are determined to preserve the profit-taking privilege of an
owning class.

We’d like to vary our story—if only for the sake of making it
more interesting. But facts are stubborn things, and the fact is that
v hat workers are getting today is what they must expect to continue
getting so long as the present economy exists.

Any worker who still believes that the number of dollars he gets
is of real importance simply hasn’t learned the lesson that present
trends teach.

Any worker who believes that a capitalist-minded politician can
be depended upon to emancipate him from the evils of the private-
profit system is due for continued disillusionment.

What this nation and the world needs—and the only thing that will
make freedom, justice and security possible—is a socialized economy
under which wealth will be produced by use and distributed among
those who produce it.

It may be that most people would rather be fooled, thwarted and
regimented than establish a Socialist economy. At least they vote as
though they like what they have been getting. Reading Labor Ad-
vocate.

Advertisers Censor Radio Broadcasting
La Guardia Tossed Off Air by Sponsor When He Voices Views

Objectionable to Big Business
When Congress approved legislation regulating radio broadcasting,

it wrote in a stipulation that the air belongs to the people, then and
forever. It likewise decreed against any form of censorship.

That these safeguards have been made pious platitudes there is
plenty of evidence. Some time ago the Federal Communications Com-
mission, in a report that received all too little attention, declared that
the big networks obtain the bulk of their revenues from a comparatively
few advertisers.

Advertising agencies, some of whose ethics are pretty low grade,
to put it mildly, are in position to dictate what listeners shall hear, and
that they do not hesitate to exercise their power was made clear when
Fiorello 11. LaGuardia, former mayorof New York, offended the sponsor
of his Sunday night broadcasts and was unceremoniously tossed off
the air.

LaGuardia went on the air for "Liberty” magazine with the distinct
understanding he could pick his own subjects and say what he pleased.
There was to be no attempt at censorship.

However, when he said things that displeased Big Business execu-
tives, they protested to “Liberty,” and its publishers, cringing before
the lash of this disfavor, surrendered without firing a shot for freedom
of the air.

LaGuardia flatly charges that the advertisers’ pressure cost him
his job.

“Mr. Hunter (the publisher of “Liberty”), La Guardia said, “told
me the advertisers didn't like my Sunday radio. They were pressing
him hard. He didn’t know what to do. He stated he was frantic and
couldn’t afford to lose the advertising.”

The incident is of the utmost importance to the American people.
For years the question of whether advertisers influence what goes into
newspapers has been the subject of sharp controversy.

Publishers have vehemently denied that, in selling space, they
relinquish control over their columns. They protest they are independent
men, free to serve their readers without fear or favor.

But the LaGuardia incident clearly shows that advertisers not
only attempt to prevent the airing of views to which they object, but
are successful. It will take more than publishers’ protests to convince
the public that the same thing has not happened with newspapers.

—Labor.

URBAN LONELINESS
By TAISTO lIAYItINEN

“Many city folks join co-ops be-
cause they are lonesome,” declared
a friend in the middle of a lecture
on political economics, rudely wak-
ing me from a nice daydream. He
is working on a graduate degree
at a large university, and when
he bandies words about, they carry-
weight. What about this business
of getting lonesome, then? It was
obvious that he meant that folks
would escape loneliness by joining
a co-op, and participating in mem-
ber activities, both business and
cultural. There was no question
from that angle. But—do people
actually get lonesome in a teeming
city, with life and houses all around
them? That sounds strange.

My humble researcn and observa-
tion is almost inclined to agree
with him. Particularly in a larger
city, one man or one family is but
a drop in the bucket. That tiny unit
of life feels quite insignifipant first
of all, and it is usually caught in
a week-in, week-out pattern of
life that grinds forward like a
heavy cartwheel. A long ride to
work in the morning and evening,
a hurried breakfast, a busy day at
work, duties at home on weekends
leave little time to get out and get
acquainted. And people in a large
city each go their own way, since
it is impossible to know anything

about the next person when there
are so many of them. In a small
town it is easy to get acquainted,
but not so in a large city.

Some of the people do belong to
clubs or lodges of some kind; others
get out and burn the candle at the
other end; but multitudes haven’t
anything except maybe their
church; and multitudes of apart-
ment dwellers have not' even that.

I have stood in the railroad sta-
tions in Chicago and watched the
streaming thousands clamber, half-
running, over the staircase to the
gates of the suburban trains. Each
one for himself. There was so much
life, yet it was as if the station
were empty, for no friendship
Mowed amongst the hurrying hun-
dreds that swept by every minute.
I was just as lonely as in the middle
of a forest, and I suppose many in
he crowd were, tho they’re so
lsed to it they seldom think of it
that way.

If you find a lonely man outside
your door, invite him in. The co-
operative way of doing business is
a friendly way of life that can
warm even the heart of a cold city.

"NEST-EGG"
Corporations netted $9,100,000,-

000 profits in 1945, and saved up
$25,000,000,000 profits in the war
years 1941 through 1945, the De-
partment of Commerce reported.
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Would Shock the Barbarians
If the ancient barbarians could come back to life, they would be

shocked at some things they would find in American newspapers.
They would learn that this “civilized” country is perfecting some

new weapons “more deadly than the atomic bomb.” Among those are:
“Germ warfare” methods of spreading “virulent strains of

human disease,” so as to wipe out whole populations of men, women
and children before they know we have attacked them.

“Atomic poison gas” destroying all human, animal and vegetable
life over wide areas by means of deadly rays.

“Plant diseases and poisons” so potent they can kill a nation’s
crops and thus starve its people.

“New poisons” so concentrated that a little in a city’s water
supply would end the lives of all the inhabitants.

Any country which starts the new disease and poison warfare will
write itself down in history as far worse than the barbarians of old.

—Labor.

Gamblers Seek to Influence Election
Careful observers have suspected for some time that sinister

groups controlling race track gambling arc getting too big for their
clothes. This belief is supported by charges that a New York gambling
ling spent large sums of money to influence the results of a primary
election in New Jersey.

The “slush fund,” it is said, was spent in efforts to elect candidates
who would consent to the opening of race tracks in communities from
which they are now banned.

Betting on horses is the most pernicious and demoralizing form
of gambling. Its sinister nature is not changed by the fact that many
states are now deriving a large part of their revenues from money lost
at race tracks.

When gambling and politics are tied together, the result is bound
to be bad. In legalizing race track betting a Frankenstein has been
created that may eventually devour representative government.-Labor.

Joseph Snoy's Death
A Severe Blow

Joseph Snoy of Bridgeport, Ohio
died on Friday, June 7 at the age
of 52. His passing is a severe blow
to our activities in that section as
he was a tireless leader and worker
in behalf of our cause for many
years.

He was secretary of Branch No.
11 J. S. F. for nearly 20 years. At
the time of his death he was also
secretary of Lodge 13 SNPJ, re-
cording secretary of the local
SNPJ Federation, an officer of the
Boydsville Hall, president of the
local Cooperative, and secretary-
treasurer of the District JSF Con-
ference.

He is survived by his wife, three
sons and a daughter, and by a host
of friends who will revere his
memory and carry on the work he
believed in.

J. S. F. and Proletarec were of-
ficially represented at the funeral
by John Tercelj of Strabane, Pa.

This May Start Another
War

The May issue of the official “In-
fantry Journal” confirms some
facts which men who served in the
army have long known.

It says medals were issued to the
Army Air Force “utterly out of
proportion to its accomplishments
and sacrifices.

“Os the total 1,400,000 decora-
tions for gallantry and meritorious
services, 1,000,000 went to mem-
bers of the air forces.

“In the European theater, the
infantry took 75 per cent of all
combat casualties, but received on-
ly 9 per cent of the decorations.
The air forces, with 9 per cent of
the casualties, received 82 per cent
of the decorations.”

The “Journal” adds that “gen-

EFL Members' Benefits
In '45 Total $23,562,793

Washington, D. C. Benefits
paid by AFL unions to their mem-
bers in 1945 aggregated more than
$23,500,000, according to reports
submitted to Secretary - Treasurer
George Meany. The tabulation fol-
lows:
Death benefits $9,940,265.75
Sick benefits 1,687,792.15
Unemployment

benefits 109,939.52
Old age benefits 6,747,416.11
Disability benefits 231,452.00
Misc. benefits 4,845,927.63

Total ... $23,562,793.16

We Spend $75,000,000
On Propaganda

According to the Budget Bureau,
the Federal government will ex-
pend $75,000,000 this year for
“educational, informational, promo-
tional and publicity activities.’’ All
this, we are told, is to enable this
government to tell its story to the
world. *

EFFICIENT
Most disabled workers are just

as efficient as the able-bodied and
in some cases more so. That’s what
he Department of Labor’s Bureau
)1 Labor Statistics has found after
1 survey of 450 plants, employing
1,700,000 workers, of which 88,000
were handicapped. The Bureau
'earned, too, that on the average
iisabled employes are more careful
and have fewer accidents.

erals favored each other in confer-
ring honors, regardless of merit.”

In some cases, air men who mere-
ly flew parachute troops to the
scene of battle received medals
wholesale, while, the troops who
dropped to earth and did the fight-
ing were awarded no honors.

WHY PEACE WITH
SCARCITY?

Why is it that, after having
proved its ability to provide mate-
rials for the largest and most
wasteful war in all history with
millions of workers withdrawn
from production, the economy of
these United States now gives the
nation scarcity instead of abun-
dance?

We are not trying to puzzle you
when we ask the above question.
The answer is known; it has been
told by spokesmen for the big cor-
porations which own and control
the nation’s economy.

The reason is that the profit
motive cannot be served by pro-
ducing abundance.

During the war profit, as such,
was not the mainspring of human
activity. There was a job to be
done and all else was subordinated
to the winning of the war. That is
why everything that was needed
then was forthcoming.

We could have the same degree
of abundance today if we wanted
to—and if we were willing to make
everything else secondary to the
satisfaction of human needs and
desires.

But human need again has be-
come a secondary consideration.
We have gone back to the profit
system with a vengeance. We are
permitting the owners of industry
to sabotage the nation in peace in
a manner that would not have been
tolerated in war.

We know that nobody likes to go
without shirts and underwear,
butter and meat and homes. But
the owners of industry say that
we can’t have those things unless
those owners can make a profit by
letting us have them.

That’s why war brought abun-
dance and peace brings scarcity.

We would like every worker to
understand that what is happening
now is the natural consequence of
the private-profit system. It is what
happens what MUST happen
when we tolerate a system of pro-
duction for private profit. During
the war we produced primarily for
use. The armies had to be supplied.
Today we produce for the ad-
vantage of owners. The people need
not be supplied except at the terms
dictated by a consideration of
profit.

How long will the people of the
nation be foolish enough to tolerate
a profit economy? Must they go
through another “depression,”
while modern machinery and effi-
cient workers stand idle, to learn
that the same machines, labor and
skill that produced for war can
produce for welfare?

Or will the people who used
their labor power in wartime now
use their voting power to inaugur-
ate a system under which the
wealth of the world will belong to
the people who inhabit the world
and abundance will be produced to
supply human beings with plenty,
security and leisure? —Reading
Labor Advocate.

Some Odds and Ends
Alexander Hamilton, with all his

laults, was an exceedingly wise
man, not easily fooled. One of his
political observations, based on a
iundamental truth, was: “Men are
governed by opinion: this opinion
is as much influenced by appear-
ances as by realities. If government
appears to be confident of its own
powers, it is the surest way to in-
spire the same confidence in oth-
ers.”

A fact as true today as when
he expounded it over 150 years
ago.

Neatest wartime racket was that
>i the shipowners who had ships
built for them by the Government,
sold them or chartered them back
it five times their value, and then
*ot themselves jobs working foi
the Government at fancy salaries
And it all comes under the heading
of “Free Enterprise.”

For a few incredible hours it
looked as though the Wood-Rankin
unAmerican Committee might ac-
tually investigate Ku Klux Klan
activities. But Representative Ran-
kin quickly brought the Commit-
tee to its senses.

——. v

The original Certificate of Affili-
ation of the United Mine Workers
of America, issued by the AFL in
1890, recognized the so-called “in-
dustrial” form of organization, by
granting jurisdiction over “all per-
sons employed in and about coal
mines.” The original Certificate of
Affiliation issued to the Brewery
Workers Union in 1887—four years
earlier and in the first months of
the AFL’s operation—set the prec-
edent by acknowledging our juris-
diction over all persons employed
in the brewing industry.

Tired of Givig Free Space
After ‘"gypping” country week-

lies for years, the National Associa-
tion of Manufacturers has been
compelled to ‘‘stand and deliver”
jy editors of the weeklies who
irew weary of boosting the cause
jf the N. A. M. without pay.

“In Fact,” the little paper pub-
lished by George Seldes, tells the
dory in its latest issue.

For a long time, says Seldes,
quoting claims made by the N. A.
vl., thousands of the weeklies gave
iberal free space to cartoons, ar-

ticles, “canned editorials,” and oth-
er material sent out by the N.A.M.’s
propaganda agency, the so-called
“industrial Press Service.” This
propaganda boosted the glories of
“free enterprise,” assailed price
controls or smeared organized la-
bor.

However, when it came to spend-
ing money for advertising—such
is on the recent campaign against
he OPA—the N.A.M. concentrated

on big city dailies. The country-
weeklies reared up over this “fa-
voritism” and, through their asso-
ciations, demanded a share of the
advertising appropriations.

That got results. The American
Press Association, an advertising
agency for the country weeklies,
jubilantly reported that the N.A.M.
added 1,950 more weeklies to a
previous meager list of 150 which
received four full-page “ads.”

Os course, that was little more
than a “bribe” to the country pa-
pers so they would continue using

Can We Turn Back the Clock?
President Truman likes small business, small colleges, small towns.

When he spoke in praise of them at a commencement the other day
he was expressing the nostalgic yearning that many feel for days gone
by. A thousand little banks, the President feels, are better than one big
one; a hundred steel corporations preferable to U S. Steel. In the same
spirit it has recently been said that we need a lot of little unions instead
of a few big ones. And when big powers can’t agree on peace treaties,
there is a disposition to feel that perhaps the little ones can.

Nostalgia has its place, but not as a safe guide to action. We venture
to think that bigness is here to stay—big business, big labor, big
government, big nations. One may regret, one may deplore. But the
clock does not turn back.

How can we live with bigness? That is the question. How direct
the energies of big business, big labor, big government, into those
channels that serve the welfare of all the people?

The complexity of the problem arises from the very fact that
it does demand sustained creative effort. An economy based on many
competitive small units policies itself. A balance-of-power peace is like
a marvelous perpetual motion machine; you set it going and walk
away. But both the self-policing economy and the automatically checked
and balanced peace have a deplorable way of going haywire in the end
That is history. To substitute security for the illusion thereof, we must
interject the conscious effort of informed intelligence.

At the moment, certainly, the human race is not doing too well
Against the clear public interest in American economic stabilization,
the power of many lesser sovereignties is asserting itself on the side
of inflation. Against the common man’s desperate stake in peace the
clash of nationalities retards progress toward a world sovereignty that
can keep the peace.

But the struggle toward the promised land must go on, and cannot
be won by wishing away the problems of bigness. We shall win only
by summoning the resources of democratic self-discipline which will
enable the people to rule bigness in their own pervading interest

—The Chicago Sun.

LOST WORLD
Speaking at a college in Maryland, President Harry Truman ex-

pressed himself on the question of small business. Against the back-
ground of a small town, the President was apparently moved by his
surroundings.

If it is possible to judge by the swift newsreel appraisal of the
President, it was one of the few times when he had renounced the use
of a completely ghost-written speech and was intent on expressing the
feelings that were close to his heart.

Truman said, “I was born in a small town. I was raised in a small
town. . . . You know I am rather an advocate of small business and
small educational institutions and small communities. I think this
country is great on account of its small educational institutions more
than anything else.”

Boldly mentioning by name the Metropolitan Life Insurance Com-
pany, the United States Steel Corporation, and the National City Bank,
ttie President asserted that he would rather see many small insurance
companies, many steel corporations and many small banks rather than
the three large institutions.

Truman’s faith in smallness, while it puts him on the side of some
of the modern technologists who are plumping for decentralization,
has a quaint and pathetic character. Truman is the president of a
country whose economic drives are determined by some twenty or
thirt> vast monopolies of the type of U. S. Steel, Metropolitan Life and
the National City Bank. Their unregulated “free enterprise” created a
system which has resulted in tremendous concentration of wealth in
the hands of the few major corporations. Expressions of faith in “little-
ness” are meaningless. In America, socialism alone could stop the
growing trend toward a fusion of state and monopolies, and effectively
consider decentralization.

"Chickens Come Home to Roost"
When Congress passed the law to “lynch” James Caesar Petrillo.

president of the Musicians’ Union, we suggested that our lawmakers
were making a mistake. The wealthy broadcasters, who need a lot ot
regulating themselves, thought the law would hamstring the Musicians'
Union. Up to date, it hasn’t worked that way. In fact, James Caesar
Petrillo seems to be signing new agreements containing favorable
clauses.

But as we predicted at the time, other employers, who don’t like
to pay decent wages, are demanding that Congress do for them what
it did for the broadcasters. Former Senator “Ed” Burke of Nebraska
who vociferously represents the low-wage coal operators in the Deep
South, asks that Congress “lynch” John L. Lewis. Mr. Burke does not
like unions of any kind. That’s why he was employed by the Southern
operators and that is why he is now an ex-Senator.

Os course, we don’t imagine Congress wil pay any attention to
iormer Senator Burke’s plea, but someone in authority should suggest
o the belligerent Burke that the way to settle a strike is to work out

an agreement with the union. Others have done it. Why not the South
ern coal operators? Labor.

Jacob Muha Dies
We Lose A Friend

Chicago, 111. On Saturday
June 15 the tragic news of the sud
den death of Jacob Muha shocked
our community.

Our first thoughts turned to
Mary, his wife and constant com
panion. Together they had taught
our chorus “Sava” for almost
fifteen years, up to the time thai
war conditions caused the chorus
to be suspended. That it is now in
the process of reorganization made
the sudden loss even more tragic

A large group of Sava’s mem-
bers gathered at the Center on Sa
turday evening and again on Tues
day, after which they went to the
Zefran chapel to express their sym-
pathy to the bereaved family, and
to sing a song of farewell.

Jack Muha was born near Vrh
nika in Jugoslavia and studied
music in Ljubljana. He would have
been 58 years old in July. Surviv-
ing him besides his wife are two
sons, Ralph and Jack, daughter
Lucille, and three grandchildren.

N. A. M. propaganda disguised as
“news”—but apparently many of
the small weeklies are willing to
prostitute themselves to Big Busi-
ness, particularly if they get paid
for it.

An optimist is a man who thinks
his wife has stopped smoking cig-
arettes when he starts finding cigar
butts around the place.


