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PROFITS FIRST
During every major strike there is a heavy-handed clamor by

editorialists and columnists for the capitalist papers demanding that
labor show some sense ol responsibility. In shaken tones they demand
that labor take the lead in ‘‘promoting industrial peace through indus-
trial statesmanship.”

The latest to join the ranks is Dorothy Thompson, the syndi-
cated columnist. Particularly disturbed over the settlement which the
United Mine Workers were able to obain from the government, Miss
Thompson is frightened by the fact that the miners have earned the
right to appoint their own committees to examine the safety conditions
of the mines, and that they are to direct the disbursement of their own
welfare fund. This strikes Miss Thompson as a form of syndicalist-
fascism. or at least the early stages of the disease, especially since the
agreement was made with the government.

What makes the views of Miss Thompson suspect is their belated-
ness. She fails to see that strikes are a symptom of the industrial ills
of capitalism. A strike, such as that of the country’s miners, is based
on long years of poverty, of exploitation, of living under the wage
slavery of a coarse gang of capitalists, beside whom John L. Lewis
appears as a diffident scholar. A strike is based on the simple fact that
under capitalism, every labor gain must be accompanied by the threat
of the removal of labor power of the workers. But Miss Thompson sees
only John L. Lewis stalking across the land.

Although one hears about the stubbornness of the miners, it is not
likely that they would have turned down the mine owners’ attempts
to install modern safety devices, to build model towns, to provide decent
food at fair prices in company stores. In the long years when none of
these contributions were forthcoming from the mine owners—when as
a matter of fact the miners were under increasing attack from their
powerful bosses—Miss Thompson and her colleagues were silent about
the miners and the mines.

And if Miss Thompson, who is not unsympathetic to human want,
was silent, one could hardly expect action from the mine owners, who
are profiteers first.

Capitalism creates the conditions which make it necessary for
workers to strike against injustice. An economic system based on the
worker’s right to the full fruit of his labor would eliminate these con-
ditions. It is unlikely that anything less will.—The (Socialist) Call.

A WELCOME FORECAST
The forecast of G. A. Lamb, assistant U. S. Bureau of Mines director,

of a market of at least 500,000,000 tons of bituminous coal a year for the
next fifteen years is welcome news to the industry.

Lamb has based his forecast on a study of conditions and more
favorable markets which he expects to be developed soon.

Coal men in general w'ill welcome this information and strive to
make it come true.—The Progressive Miner.

Statistics show that the tobacco manufacturing companies made
profits of over $154,000,000 last year, and since their production is
increasing this year, their profits will be greater than ever. Fifty-
eight per cent of all tobacco workers receive less than 65c per hour.
Certainly the tobacco corporations can well afford a wage increase.—
Cigar Makers’ Official Journal.

WHY SHOULD WORKERS DEPEND
UPON ANY MERE INDIVIDUAL?

By RAYMOND HOFSES, Edi
‘•THE FAULT LIES far less in

men than in the system,” wrote
Norman Thomas the other day in
an analysis of the failure of price
control.

Now I think so highly of that
sentence that I’m wondering
whether it should not replace
“Workers of the World Unite” as
the slogan of Socialism. Thomas’
succint statement contributes ito
understanding, while the exhorta-
tion of Marx which still quickens
the hearts of veteran Socialists is
an appeal to action. And it occurs
to me that action without under-
standing. however well-intentioned,
may be productive of some sorry
consequences.

WHENEVER I HEAR or read
an attack upon “greedy” capital-
ists, or upon politicians who, hav-
ing been elected as defenders of
capitalism, do whatever is neces-
sary to make the private-enter-
prise economy work, I think the
words that Norman Thomas wrote.
Os course, I don’t express the idea
quite so well. What I say is ‘nuts!’
But the thought behind my in-
elegant comment is the same.

Why should workers, with all
their numbers depend upon any
mere individual to do something
for them when they could do
everything for themselves?

It’s not the man; it's the system.

IT’S HIGH TIME that people
understand that. Not only current
rising prices, but all of the events
and conditios which men and wo-
men bewail as evils are either the
results of the private-profit system
or necessary to its continued exist-
ence.

And if this generation doesn’t
like teh results or find the pre-
servation of capitalism too costly
then they’d better inaugurate an-
other system as quickly as possible
and with all the intelligence they
can muster. Crying out saying
“ouch” and calling names isn’t
going to help.

THE SYSTEM WHEREBY we
humans have been and still are
getting our food, clothing and
shelter is based upon the proposi-
tion that—

The means of production and
distribution; namely, natural re-
sources and important industries,
shall be privately owned.

And that—-

tor, Reading Labor Advocate
Human activity shall be initiated

by the owners.
And that—
All human necessities shall be

produced tor sale, rather than for
use, and for the profit of the own-
ers of the means of production. <

TO MAKE SUCH a system work
those distasteful things about which
non-owners and even owners
sometimes have been complain-
ing are necessary.

If capitalism is to function at
all:

Workers MUST produce surplus
values; they must make more than
they get.

The surplus MUST be the pro-
perty of the private owners of in-
dustry.

That surplus MUST be sold at a
price that will provide profits for
the owners.

Those are the indispensible con-
ditions of the system which people
have been tolerating and approv-
ing.

And so it is that the owners are
merely trying to make their system
work when they cut workers’
wages in order to outstrip competi-
tion; close their industries and pro-
duce poverty in the presence of
abundance w'hen they have more
surpluses than they can sell.

SKYROCKETS!
"The price of rye again set a new

high on the grain exchange,” re-
' ports from Chicago say almost
every day. The price went up 20
cents in the past week, and at last
reports had reached the fantastic
level of $2.78 a bushel.

Rye is the only grain which is
not under price control. OPA of-
ficials point to it as an example
of w'hat would happen if other
ceilings were lifted.

Sot scared
The office boy was asked to ring

up a number and got the wrong
one.

Mr. Woolf here,” came the re-
ply.

“Who?” replied the boy.
Woolf," replied the wrong num-

ber.
“Well, who’s afraid of you?”

asked the boy.

The best way to get a bad law
icpealed is to enforce it strictly.
Lincoln.

Small cheer and great welcome
make a merry feast.—Shakespeare.
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Is This the Way to Woo World Peace?
Washington Seems to Be Laboring Overtime to Militarize All
The Nations of the Earth; Looks Like Invitation to War

Uncle Sam is not only feeding the world, he is arming the world,
including countries which never before had much in the way of armies
and navies. Congress should take a good look at what is happening.
It’s a mighty good time to call a halt.

Do we want peace or more wars? The surest way to get the latter,
history proves, is to arm nations to the teeth.

After the first World War, for example, the victorious Allies
helped Germany, Italy and Japan to rearm. The result was the most
devastating war in the history of mankind.

* ❖ *

Despite that lesson, here are some of the things which are going on
now:

On Friday, the Senate passed two bills urged by the Administra-
tion. One would furnish almost unilimited weapons and military train-
ing to the Filipinos. The other would turn over numerous naval ships
to China, and train Chinese crews.

Another Administration proposal, according to reports, would
train and equip “a Chinese army of a million men.” Some day that
army may be turned against us—it would only be hisicry repeating
itself.

LABOR last week reported the U. S. government’s vast scheme to
equip and help train the armies and navies of this entire “hemisphere,”
from the southern tip of South America to the nothern fringe of
Canada. That’s a good way to strengthen every Fascist dictator in
Latin-America.

Another bill would send American army and navy officers all over
the world, carrying “expert advice” on military and political matters.

In Saudi Arabia, an oil-rich Near East country, the U. S. Army is
building a $6,000,000 military airfield. Congressman Philip J. Philbin
(Dem., Mass.) says this field is to be turned over to the Arabian gov-
ernment, and Americans will stay there to help operate it.

❖ *

The countries mentioned in these few examples have nearly half
the population of the world. China, alone, has half a billion people, and
huge natural resources to support a mighty military machine.

Does Uncle Sam think the permanent friendship of these nations
can be bought with gifts of weapons? Is there no better and safer way
to win friends?

How about saying to all the world’s nations something like this:
"Why not reduce our weapons and forces all around, spend the

money to make our people healthier and happier, and prepare for
peace instead of war?”

That would not please the militarists of this and other lands, but
it would hold out some hope for the kind of world we are all praying
for.—Labor.

FASHION NOTE
French dictators of female fash-

ons will have to look elsewhere
than this country for acceptance
of their decrees.

Just now they are promoting
ankle length skirts and full sleeves,
but the sale of their creations on
this side of the Atlantic has been
banned by the Civilian Production
Administration.

The reasons: “A radical change
in style would outmode every gar-
ment the American woman has in
her wardrobe,” and ‘‘the demand
for new dresses would far exceed
the capacity of American indus-
try.”

NEW CHIEF JUSTICE
HAS REACTIONARY
ANTI-LABOR RECORD

Fred Vinson, who nas been no-
minated as Chief Justice of the
Supreme Court by President Tru-
man, has a long anti-labor record.
In February 1945, when he was
director of War Mobilization and
Reconversion, the Textile Work-
ers Union charged that he was in
collusion with the southern textile
manufacturers to prevent wage in-
creases.

Emil Rieve, president of the
TWU, resigned from the War La-
bor Board on the ground that Yin-

son was nullifying his actions.
“We traded the no-strike pledge

for an impartial board—not for
Vinson,” said Rieve.

In a public address Rieve spoke
of ’’these latter-day Bourbons to
whom our homefront has been en-
trusted,” a reference to Vinson
and his policy.

Ac Director of Economic Stabil-
ization, in 1943 Vinson overruled a
wage increase that had been agreed
on with the Railroad workers by a
Presidential Emergency Board.

The appointment of Vinson, a
Southern Democrat, and his re-
placement as Secretary of the
Treasury by John W. Snyder, St.
Louis banker, follows Truman’s
pattern of moving into positions of
power his close political cronies,
all of whom are noted for their
reactionary views.—The Call.

More Gold!
The Orange Free State, in South

Africa, is excited about a fabu-
lously rich “gold strike” just made
there. It is expected to greatly in-
crease the world’s supply of gold,

, most of which is bought by Uncle
Sam at a high price and stored
away at Fort Knox in Kentucky.

In this case, the gold will be
purchased from Britain, in whose
empire the new mines are located.

IN THE WIND
From THE NATION

MEMORANDUM for Foreign
Ministers, found on an old pari-
mutuel ticket: Peace Harbor; End
of Strife, and Clean Slate finished
one-two-three in the first race at
Belmont on May 25.

A NOTICE published by His
Majesty’s Customs for the benefit
of tourists entering the British Isles
lists under articles absolutely pro-
hibited for import: foreign reprints
of copywrighted works, prepared
opim, hashish, Benzoyl-morphine
and muskrats.

AN ADVERTISEMENT in the
Grand Rapids, Michigan, Press ex-
horts us: “Jesus said: ‘Render unto
Caesar (government) the things
that are Caesar’s and to God the
things that are God’s.’ .. . This
truth spoken by our Lord reveals
that government has limited func-
tions to perform . . . People are
being deceived by false socialist
doctrines . . . and believe that gov-
ernment should administer relief
to the needy—should take care of
needy sick—should educate child-
ren in government-owned and ad-
ministered public schools—should
insure loans, savings deposits, in-
comes .

. . True Christians will re-
pent of these things and oppose
these socialistic errors . .

. Back to
the Bible for a Rebirth of Capital-
ism.”

REPENTING AT LEISURE? We
regret to report that the Associa-
tion of Los Alamos Scientists, an
organization of atomic scientists
who ought to know how things are
shaping up, now officially identi-
fies itself by its initials—ALAS.

WE ARE NOT, as an ordinary
thing, partial to epitaphs, but if
we were, this would be our favor-
ite. It’s an inscription on a Roman
tomb, quoted in Dr. Alexander A.
Bogomolets’s book, “The Prolonga-
tion of Life.”

To Aesculapius and to Health
L. Claudius Hermipp

who lived one hundred and fifteen
years and five days with the aid
of the breath of young women, to
the surprise of physicians. Lead
your life accordingly.

But watch out for those last five
days—they’re going to be tough.

VARIATIONS ON A THEME
from the Congressional Record:
RCA Victor has just released a
phonograph record with music
from the score of “The Lost Week-
end” on one side and “The Missouri
Waltz” on the other.

Our Fantastic Housing
Situation

Monsignor John O’Grady, chief
of Catholic charities in this coun-
try, has a disarming smile, an
alluring touch of Irish brogue and
a knowledge of economics seldom
found among the alleged "experts”
—amateur or professional.

He attended a housing conference
in Des Moines some time ago and
declared that the entire country
should share “the increased cost of
building houses for veterans, just
as it shared the cost of the war.”

That is, instead of lifting the
ceiling price on houses, Uncle Sam
would put up the difference be-
tween a fair price and the inflated
price. If this isn’t done, said Father
O’Grady, the veteran will shoulder
the entire added cost, with the re-
sult that when the supply of houses
increases, he “will find himself
with a $4,000 house, while he is
paying service charges on a $6,000
house and before long he may find
the house is about to be sold over
his head.”

Father O’Grady made the wise
observation that no person earning
$2,000, or less, can afford to pay
more than $33 a month for a home,
and he emphasized that it was
practically impossible to get a
home for any such price anywhere
in the United States.

What makes this statement ap-
palling is that right now half our
people are earning $2,000 a year
or less. That means that Americans
can’t even rent a home, and, of
course, it’s ridiculous to say they
can buy one.

What sort of a crazy world is
this when in the richest country
on the globe millions of citizens—-
hard-working, decent citizens—can
neither buy nor rent the kind of
home an American should occupy?
—Labor.

*

The OPA on May 28 announced
a 17% retail price increase on
scrap chewing tobacco. Congress-
man John “Cheap Juice” Rankin
of Mississippi commented in the
House: “Ptoooie!”

NETWORKS WAXED FAT
!N WAR YEARS 1940-45

Money paid to the “four major
networks” by advertising “spon-
sors” of radio programs rose rap-
idly and steadily from $71,919,000
in 1940 to $128,533,000 in 1945,
the Federal Communications Com-
mission reported.

These huge and growing reve-
nues, an F. C. C. spokesman said,
prove that the radio “chains”
could well afford to give more
time to “public service” broadcasts
and less to commercial programs.

The networks are National, Co-
lumbia, Mutual and American.
During 1945, they added 22 radio
stations to their chains making
their control of broadcasting even
more complete than it was before.

WHERE IS THE DIFFERENCE?
A New York newspaper, noted

for its conservatism, gives first-
page position to a story from Eng-
land showing how “British indus-
try is salvaging wornout manpow-
er.” Employers have purchased “an
imposing 300-acre country estate”
and there British workers, who are
victims of “industrial sub-health,”
are treated.

Those in charge have discovered
that when these unfoftunates are
given a chance to rest for a little
while, and to eat decent food re-
gularly, they come back to health
and strength in amazing fashion.

British industry is so pleased
with the results of this “experi-
ment” that it contemplates deve-
loping it on a much larger scale.

Now will someone please tell us
what is the fundamental difference
between this “experiment” of Bri-
tish industrialists and what John
L. Lewis and his coal miners sug-
gest should be done in this coun-
try?

At the moment, the only differ-
ence we can see is that Mr. Lewis

HOW TO CRACK THE COTTON BLOC
The “cotton bloc” in Congress is responsible for most of our

domestic troubles. It is composed of the reactionary southern Demo-
crats who team up with the equally reactionary northern Republicans
to destroy the living standards of the American people.

Naturally, the Republicans must bear the bulk of the blame be-
cause they are more numerous. But without the cotton senators and
congressmen, they would be only a noisy, dangerous minority.

The “cotton bloc” supplies the votes the Republicans need to kill
legislation promoting full employment, higher wages, social security
and public health.

It also supplies the votes the Republicans need to pass legislation
restricting labor, removing price control, and reducing taxes for large
corporations. Such legislation reduces living standards by reducing
the purchasing power of the workers’ wages.

The “cotton bloc” is interested chiefly in higher prices for cotton,
even though that means higher prices for shirts, dresses, underwear,
'Ox and other articles of wearing apparel.

When Economic Stabilizer Chester Bowles restricted speculation
,in cotton, the southern congressmen attacked him and the whole price
control program in retaliation. They are demanding inflation in cotton,
even if it means inflation in everything.

The public can go naked while warehouses bulge with cotton being
hoarded for higher prices, for all the “cotton bloc” cares.

The southerners in Congress, interested primarily in perpetuating
the plantation-slave economy of the South, think that the public is
helpless.

But it is not. It can strike back with devastating force How? By
simply boycotting cotton goods.

You can buy rayon underwear; rayon, nylon, silk or wool sox and
shirts. You can reject articles made of cotton, even insisting on auto
mobile tires made with rayon instead of cotton hread. Such tires wear
longer and are safer.

If the public becomes cotton-conscious and refuses to buy anything
made of cotton, the prices of cotton will tumble and the power of the
“cotton bloc” in Congress will be broken. Many of them may be
defeated for re-election because of the penalty their arrogance broughi
upon the South.

Labor can do this job by mobilizing its economic strenght and
diverting its buying power to cotton substitutes with which the market
will soon be loaded.

“Patronize your friends,” is the key to the success of the union

label. And there is no union label on the cotton congressmen Thev
are apostles of the open shop.

You can beat them if you make the simple resolution and tell it to
your friends:

DON’T BUY COTTON!—The Internationl Teamster.

Static Statistics Move A Little
The static Bureau of Labor Statistics has finally stepped off of

dead center long enough to admit that the cost of most the necessities
the average family buys has risen over 50 percent since the war started
in Europe.

It still maintains the old fallacy, however, that the price index is
only 30.9 percent higher now than the 1935-39 average. The mystery
is how it can reconcile that figure with the fact that the cost of living
according to its own estimate, has risen three percent in the last yeai

It also admits that from mid-March to mid-April the cost of food went
up 1.1 percent—and remember that does not take in black market
prices although most of America today is buying off the black market
where there is no limit to the price but food at least is plentiful

The cut in the size of bread loaves shot the price of bread up 4 8
percent—if you can find bread.

Maybe we ought to ask South America to put on a drive to star1

feeding us.—United Mine Workers Journal

Russia is to place all persons 100 years old or older under Govern
ment medical supervision. At last a public health plan that might jusi
conceivably meet the approval of the American Medical Association
—From The St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

“All I get on this radio,” complained the farmer, “is speeches bv
Bilbo, speeches by the NAM, speeches by Kaltenborn, speeches ..’

“No wonder,” interrupted his neighbor. “You have the aeria

strung from the outhouse to the windmill and back. What do you
expect to get?”—John Paine for Federated Press.

wants the union, not the bosses
to direct the experiment In botb
cases, the bosses would pay the bill
The big thing is the principle Bn
tish industrialists are recognizing
—that industry is responsible foi
the rehabilitation of the humai
beings who have been “worn out
in its service.—Labor,

SCOURGES BEING
BROUGHT UNDER
CONTROL

Just about the most important
news of the week came from
gatherings of scientists. It held ou’
hope that two of mankind’s worst
scourges are being brought under
control.

Army spokesmen revealed to the
American College of Physicians at
Philadelphia that a new vaccine
developed during the war gives
protected persons a nine-to-one
chance to escape influenza.

Dr. Selman A. Waksman dis
coverer of the “wonder” drug
streptomycin, told a Pittsburgh
gathering that the common cold
which piles up a terrific tool ot
misery and economic loss, will soon
be shackled by science.

Dr. Waksman went further and
predicted that the “day is not for
off when both infantile paralysis
and tuberculosis will be brought
under practical control.

From the standpoint of suffer
ing humanity, either accomplish
ment would rank higher than the
developments of the atomic bomb
—Labor.

Letter to the Wisconsin Industrial
Commission from a widow who
was entitled to an award because
of the death of her husband: “I anl
having so much trouble in trying
to collect the money that I some-
times almost wish I had my hus-
band back.” From Brewery
Worker.


