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FRUITS OF CAPITALISM
When we read what capitalist writers in newspapers and maga-

zines have to say about the “unreasonable” demands of labor unions
end “unpatriotic” actions of union leaders we get the impression that
those writers believe that those things which they vie\# as “evils” are
the work of vicious individuals.

We are afraid that many workers are geting to think that way too
And that concerns us, because it simply isn’t true that labor leaders
are able to hamstring the nation because they are strong and willing
to do it because they are unscrupulous. '

What is true is that unions, and all they stand for and do, are the
result of the private-profit system. In this respect they are like priv-
ilege-serving trusts and corporations which dictate to the people and
deal to conspire against the public welfare by means of cartel arrange-
ments with foreign labor exploiters. '

If we like the capitalist private-profit system we have to accepl
all the results of that system. And a growing disregard for the gen
oral welfare by those who have the power to get what they want is
one of those results.

Being Socialists, we don’t like capitalism. We have preached and
voted against it and, therefore,' have a right to complain about the
results of that unholy system.

We don’t like everything that every union leader does. But we
know why those union leaders arc here and why they are what they
are.

They are what the system has made them. It is useless and child-
ish to hope that a dog-eat-dog economy can be permitted to run its
course to its ultimate collapse and then pass from the scene in a man-
ner that is decent, dignified and social.

Those people who complain about “vicious” labor leaders are the
same pople who opposed Socialism and insisted upon holding fast to
the profit racket. Now they’re getting the results of their own action
—and they don’ like ti.—Reading Labor Advocate.

THE WINNAH!
The fight at the Yankee Stadium in New York was an affair to

promote the financial well being of the champ, Mr. Louis; the chal-
lenger, Mr. Conn, and a gentleman by the name of Jacobs who knows
how to arrange such events. Fans numbering 45,266 paid $1,925,564
lo see the spectacle. If these three men could split such a sum among
Ihemselves, each would be well advanced toward the millionaire class.

In Jeffries-Co,'bet days there wasn’t any outsider counting him-
self in on the gate. Even in the Dempsey-Tunney era the participants
and the promoter received most of what was taken in. Now it is dif-
ferent. On the receipts of nearly 2 million dollars, the treasury makes
a number of claims. There was first the tidy little sum of $385,000
which had to be paid as a federal admissions tax.

Louis was entitled to receive $577,669 plus a cut in the radio and
television charges. The public hasn’t been told what the total figure is,
but we can't be far off if we take $600,000 as the aggregate. On this
amount of income the federal tax would be about $500,000. One of the
tax authorities says that Joe is paying Marva, his divorced wife, some
alimony out of these earnings, and that alimony is deductible, but con-
stitutes income for the recipient. As we don’ have access to Joe’s finan-
cial records, or Marva’s account books, we will accept $500,000 as the
tax and $lOO,OOO as his net income after the tax, and go no further.

For the beating that Joe gave Conn when he could catch up with
him. the boy from Pittsburgh received $288,834 plus a share of what
the radio and television people paid. That makes exactly $300,000 for
< ur purposes. The treasury won’t/let a man have that much income
unless he kicks back $235,000 to the treasury.

Mike Jacobs, the producer of the show, according lo the reports
got as much out of it as the champ did. from which operational ex-
penses had to be paid. Let’s say that he had, as net before taxes, as
much asc Billy had, or $300,000. On this he, too, would pay $235,000.
leaving him $65,000.

Adding together the admission tax, $385,000; Joe’s income tax,
$500,000; Billy’s income tax, $235,000, and Mike’s net income tax,
$235,000. we find that the federal government realized $1,555,000 on
I lie bout The participants, Joe, Billy, and Mike, had a total of $230,000
for themselves.

It was a great evening for the treasury.—Chicago Tribune.

You never have to retract something you nfcver said.

Brains don’t always pay off, but common sense usually does.

PEOPLE I'VE MET
By JANE FRADEL !

During my two years overseas *
in the Army Nurse Corps I had
occasion to meet many interesting
people. Os course most of these *
people I met after hostilities
ceased.

I was a regular reader of the
Manchester Guardian” while in '
England, and had met many active 1
workers in the Labour Party. They 1
did extensive and intensive cam- 1
paining prior to the election. Prac-
tically every village and hamlet 1
was visited by a Labour candidate.
Now that the Labour government
is in power we should, not judge 1
them to hastily or harshly for they '
do have a monstrous job on their
hands. 1

While in Plymouth, Lady Astor
introduced me to the present
Mayor and Mayores, Labourites.
During my three day stay in Ply-
mouth Lady Astor showed me vari-
ous projects, and the Settlement
House she and her husband built
in 1925. Its true, according to many
people I met in Plymouth, that
she is noted for her charitable acts
of kindness but people in Plymouth
as anywhere else in the World do
not want charity but general im-
provement of their conditions and
welfare. The victory of the Labour
Party proves the fact that people
are eager for a better world for
themselves.

The Slovene Colony in London
was composed of some very inter-
esting characters. I had occasion
to, meet those who were active in
the National Liberation movement
of Jugoslavia and those of the
Royal Jugoslav government. Also
in this colony were those who had
less significant positions and lived
in humble flats in Lojndon but who
diligently wished for the Partisan
movement in Jugoslavia. Two

chaps were kept busy broadcasting
daily current events and true pro-
gress of the war to the Jugoslavs
from B. B. C.

The British Red Cross establish-
ed the ‘ Jugoslav House.” It was a
quiet place to eat, to have tea and
entertainment with Jugoslav Na-
tionals and Jugoslav Americans.

The last four months prior to
going home I had been stationed
in a general hospital in Paris. The
Columbia Red Cross Club in that
city sponsored a weekly forum
The overflowing attendance was
noteworthy. The American soldiers,
Wacs, Waves and nurses came and
they did not hesitate in asking
questions. The audiences were very
alert. Ten or fifteen people at e
time raised their hands to ask e
question. One week we had Mis?
Frances Perkins, former Secretay
of Labor who was attending a con
vention at that time. Most ques
tions that were fired at her were
about the strike situation at that
time. Then at one of the meetings
Paul Scott Mowrer, editor of the
Paris Post spoke. His subject was
Fiance and the French people. It
was very informative. He mention-
ed all political parties that are in
existence in France and explained
generally how the French govern-
ment and its legislative bodies
function.

Another amusing incident while
I was overseas: The Catholic chap-
lain in our hospital who was from
Colorado asked me upon learning
that I was a Slovene if I was a
Slovene that went to church or one
thqt did not go to church. He very
faithfully made rounds throughout
the hospital and as soon as he met
a Slovene in some ward he would
immediately inform me. It weH he

| that told me about the four TitoI Partisans who were hospitalized in
! the ward next to my ward.

That is all, folks!

THE MARCH Or LABOR
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Look Under the Skin of Union-Baiters
And You Will Find Someone “Who Is Hostile to the Right
Os Workers to Bargain Collectively,” Says Daniels
It is good to know that in the "Deep South” an "old unrecon-

structed Jeffersonian Democrat” like Josephus Daniels is still handling
the editorial page of the Raleigh (N.C.) "News and Observer,” a daily
newspaper of generous circulation.

We forget when Daniels was born—but that’s not material. How-
ever, the record shows that he "marched with Bryan” in the days
when the "Great Commoner” thrilled Americans; served as Woodrow
Wilson’s secretary of the Navy during the first World War and as
Franklin Roosevelt’s Ambassador to Mexico in later years.

He has touched elbows with the high and mighty, but he has never
lost touch with the plain folks.

Just last week, in his leading editorial in the ‘'News and Ob-
server”, he had this to say:

"If you look under the skin of those who, while professing to love
labor, are most blatant in denouncing all unions and union leaders,
you will find they are hostile to the right of workers to organize and
bargain collectively.

’’They are ‘good to labor,’ ‘they help labor’ with a ‘God Almighty’
complex, while doing all in their power against labor organization, no
matter by which organization.

"That is at the bottom of the denunciations of President Truman
and the hate of Franklin Roosevelt. Neither of these Presidents was
controlled by labor.

"Those who fight against the right of labor to organize and bar-
gain collectively are engaged in a losing battle. It has come in all en-
lightened industries and it is coming in all industries—enlightened or
unenlightened.

"The sooner management recognizes this truth and accepts it and
joins with labor in just collective bargaining, the better it will be for
all concerned.”

❖ $ *

Daniels wound up by quoting from two great Protestant organiza-
tinos. First, the Federal Council of Churches: "The churches should
stand for the right of employes and employers alike to organize for
collective bargaining and social action”; and then the Southern Baptist
Convention: "We recognize the right of labor to organize and lo en-
gage in collective bargaining to the end that labor may have a fair and
living wage, such as will provide, not only for the necessities of life,
but for recreation, pleasure and culture.”

"Like utterances have been made by Catholic prelates'and other
Christian ministers,” Daniels concludes.—Labor.

PRETTY BAD
The housing situation must be

pretty bad when Roger W. Babson,
soothsayer for Eiig Business, feels
inclined to protest. In his latest
“review of business,” Babson des-
cribed today’s market for houses
—both old and new—“as crazy as
was the stock market in 1929.”

He complains that prices are be-
yond all reason, and suggests as a
remedy that those who have con-
emplated buying homes put it off
until the greed-fever of realtors
subsides.

"WAR SAVINGS"
LIMITED TO HALF
OUR PEOPLE

One of the “backlogs” on which
some of our economists are basing 1
predictions of continued prosper-
ity are the saving accumulated
during the war, but that may be a
frail prop on which to rest the na-
tion’s economy.

The report discloses that the bulk
of wartime savings of individuals
are concentrated in a relatively
small part of the population.

Ten per cent of our “spending
units” are declared to own 60 per
cent of our savings. A quarter of
the “spending units” own no bonds
or bank deposits at all, an another
quarter own only 3 per cent.

In other words, according to the
report, one-half of the American
people are dependent upon current
earnings—they have no “backlog”
—and it is the purchasing power
of these people that will determine

whether business is to be good or
bad.

A significant statement in the
report is that the people generally
will save considerably less this
year than they did in 1945, be-
cause higher prices compel them to
spend more for living expenses.

Two definite conclusions may be
drawn from the report—that the
“fabulous” earnings of workers—-
of which so much was heard during
the war years—were largely a fig-
ment of the imagination of propa-
gandists; and that the only hope
of keeping production going at full
blast—and thus avert another
frightfull depression—is by putting
more money in the weekly pay en-
velope.—Labor.

FOLLY!
“We are blundering into a war

with Russia,” declared Robert M.
Hutchins, youthful chancellor of
the University of Chicago.

“The foreign policy upon which
the United States has embarked ife
pure folly and it will end in dis-
aster,” the famous educator in-
sisted.

START!
Mental health, long a stepchild

of medicine, was taken under the
paternal arm of Uncle Sam when
the Senate “okayed” a House ap-
proved bill appropriating $7,500,-
000 for an institution for research
on causes,- prevention, diagnosis
and treatment of mental disorders.
It’s considered a start on a nation-
al health program.

IN THE WIND
From THE NATION

THESE TROUBLED TIMES:
“Have you ever watched helplessly
while a cork in a bottle of fine
Moselle ’27 crumbled suddenly in
the neck of the bottle? Have you
ever taken pieces of cork out of
your teeth after drinking red wine,
or even white? Then you too will
be interested to know that for the
first time a scientific study has
been made of the problem of re-
moving the cork from the bottle
with a minimum of effort and a
maximum of efficiency. The May.
1946, issue of Modern Packaging
Magazine carries a complete ana
lysis of this problem.” (From a
Modern Packaging press release.)

IN CUBA the Sugar Workers’
Federation has complained to the
island Labor Ministry that sugar
workers in Sampezuela were" pro-
mised a 10 per cent wage increase
by their bosses as soon as 60,000
sacks of sugar had been harvested.
After the work was well under
way, the federation claims, it was
announced that the harvest for
that area would be limited to ex-
actly 59,000 sacks.

THE WOMEN OF WESTMIN-
STER and the Married Women’s
Association held a joint conference
in London, went on record as de-
claring: “We loathe housework,”
and demanded “monetary recogni-
tion” of their household labors.

QUOTE OF THE WEEK: An
anonymous higs-school principal in
a leter to H. L. Jackson’s column
in the Detroit News: “Teaching
what is known as citizenship to
high-school pupils these days is
largely a matter of teaching them
not to act like adults.”

AMERICA, I LOVE YOU! The
University of Rochester this June
gave honorary degrees to Lise
Meitner, nuclar physicist, and
Branch Rickey, president of the
Brooklyn Dodgers.

THE GREENVILLE, SOUTH
CAROLINA, NEWS included this
item in a roundup of a week’s ac-
tivities in court: “Judge Martin im-
posed a sentence of twenty-five
years to Sylvester Pendergrass,
Negro man, who pleded guilty to
assault with intent to ravish, with
lecommendation to the mercy of
the court .. . Roscoe Bagwell,
white man, indicted on a charge of
assault with the intent to ravish,
pleaded guilty to assault and bat-
tery of a high and aggravated na-
ture.He was sentenced to serve
three years, suspended during
good behavior, and placed on pro-
bation for three years.

UTILITY LOBBYISTS WIN
By tradition the Senate is less

hostile to public power projects
than the House. But the upper
chamber did little, in considering
the Department of Interior appro-
priation bill, to improve a measure
which the House had virtually
ruined at the plea of private utility
lobbyists.

It took a roll-call vote, narrow-
ly winning, for the Senate to grant
the Southwest Power Project $7,-
500,000 to construct transmission
lines linking dams in Oklahoma,
Arkansas and Texas. Another nar-
row vote was required to get $4,-
500,000 for Central Valley Project
lines from Shasta Dam in Califor-
nia. The Senate restored many
funds eliminated by the House
from the Interior Department’s
budget, but it showed no deep en-
thusiasm for public power.

The whole power battle, which
George W. Norris temporarily won
with the TVA in the middle ’3o’s,
must be fought again in the years
to come. It must be fought for a
Missouri Valley Authority, a Co-
lumbia Valley Authority, for the
Rural Electrification Administra-
tion. The lobbyists are riding high
while congressmen spout about
“free enterprise.” But the issue is
not “free enterprise.” It is electri-
city, irrigation, fertilizers, flood
control for the people—and the use
of our great natural assets for their
benefit.—The Chicago Sun.

BUTTER
Here is the basis of predictions

that the butter scarcity will con-
tinue for a long time in the future:
Normally, at this time of year,
there are 40 million pounds in
storage, while now are only 12 mil-
lion pounds in reserve, and that
is mostly owned by Uncle Sam. To
make matters worse, production
is running about 25 per cent under
a year ago.

Some Odds and Ends
Business is going to hell in a

handcart, manufacturers insist, on
account of high wages. But we
notice they had Congress remove
the excess profits tax, just in case
they’re being too pessimistic.
John Paine, Federated Press.

* * *

Atom bombs will destroy Bos-
ton, only world government will
prevent such bombings, Americans
won’t go for world government
until their large costal cities have
been destroyed, so . . . Babson’s Re-
port, Inc., is offering a monthly
“Atomic Service” to help people
invest in companies in cities that
won’t be bombed.

# * *

It has been explained that the
British desperately need that loan
because they are running low on
dollars. Any American ought to be
able to understand that state of af-
fairs.—Howard Brubaker in The
New Yorker.

* * *

It’s strange how the people with
less sense than you have seem to
get along much better.

* * *

One way Americans could make
much more bread available for the
starving people would be to eat
only buttered bread. —r From The
Nashville Tennessean.

* * *

The Army Times reports that a
druggist, being suddenly called
away from the store for a few mi-
nutes, left a small boy in charge.
Upon his return, he asked if any
customers had been in while he

Battle in Our State Department
Not since Thomas Jefferson was its chief—that was back in George

Washington’s administration—has our State Department been so seri-
ously divided within itself.

Half a dozen factions are struggling for control. “Career diplo-
mats,” who “ruled the roost” in the old days, complain they have been
pushed aside by “high-powered salesmen,” headed by William L. Clay-
ton, greatest cotton speculator of all time, and William Denton, who,
before the war, piled up a million or two as an advertising expert.

Then comes the “subversive element”—running all the way from
violent “Reds” to mild “pinks.”

Congress is concerned about this latter group and last week gave
Secretary of State Byrnes extraordinary power to clean them out. He
may “fire” anyone he sees fit without consulting the Civil Service
Commission. With bated breath, Washington is awaiting the house-
cleaning.

But whatever happens to the “Reds” and their “fellow travelers,”
the two big groups will continue their struggle for control. The Pres-
ident and Mr. Byrnes appear to be on the side of the “high-pressure
salesman,” but the “career diplomats,” who possess money and social
prestige, are “digging in.”

It will be a lovely fight, will probably seriously interfere with the
development of a sane foreign policy and will certainly cost the tax-
payers a lot of money.—Labor.

Refugees Are Trimming
The Home Folks

New York is full of refugees who came here fleeing from Hitler
and other tyrants. Some are good people—but some are certainly not

It is the rats among them, too, who mostly stay here. They have
no desire to go home and help build up their prostrate home lands
They have found the U.S.A. to be a land of suckers and they want to
keep on trimming them.

Posing as “transients,” these people rode the stock market up
from its early wartime lows to its near 15-year highs at this time
Then they evaded capital gains taxes on the plea that they were “tran
sients” who are not subject to that tax.

But the transit of these transients is far in the future, if ever. They
have found a new racket. With their illgotten gains, they buy up apart
ment houses. As new owners they can move in and eject old tenants
under OPA regulations. But that’s just a starter. The real racket is to
reorganize the apartment as a “cooperative” and sell every apartment
to its tenant at a high figure. The tenant has to buy or get out.

One refugee Greek is said to have mopped up from $250,000 to
$600,000 on several deals of this kind.

Meanwhile the American people must dig up money, pay higher
prices and save food to help the countrymen of these grafters abroad
Nor is that all for which our food is being used.—United Mine Work
eys Journal.

Free Use of Uncle Sam's Uniform
When you see an American army uniform in foreign countries, il

does not always mean that the man wearing it is an American soldier,
a Scripps-Howard writer pointed out.

Our “G. I.” uniforms, he said, “are worn by the French army in
Germany, by many of Chiang-Kaishek’s troops in China, by ‘London
Poles and Balkan refugees.”

He could have added that U. S. uniforms are worn by the Dutch
soldiers who are fighting the natives in Java.

Usually, the foreign troops wearing these uniforms are also armed
with American weapons.

In many cases, such as the Chinese and Dutch, they were trained
by American officers.

Reaching for Uncle Sam's Billions
Economists of the Department of Commerce took a look at their

crystal ball this week and came lap with a prediction that within five
years this country’s foreign investments may be as much as 30 billion
dollars, a gain of 20 billions over the prewar figure.

But that is not all. If we ever hope to collect interest on this stag
goring sum—not to menion return of the money—we must open our
ports to foreign imports wider than ever before, economists said.

The way they figure it, we must be satisfied to ship abroad very
much less than we buy back What that would do to American workers
is easy to imagine.

After the last war, we shipped billions to foreign lands It was like
pouring money down a knothole.

The borrowers reneged on both interest and principal. Uncle Sam
charged off about 11 billions, and private investors kissed good-bye
to probably as much more. It’s a safe bet history will repeat—if given
a chance.—Labor.

was away. “Just one,’’ said the boy.
“What did he want?” the druggist
asked. “Something to stop him
from sneezing, so I gave him a
bottle of Pluto Water ” “That won’t
stop him from sneezing,” said the
druggist. “Oh, yes it will,” said the
boy, pointing out the window.
“Look at him out there, tie’s afraid
to.”

* * *

The Army Times also reports
that Harold L. Ickes, in comment
ing on attempts of the National
Association of Manufacturers to
ged rid of price controls, said that
there is no such thing as a “little
inflation,” just as there is no such
thing as a “title pregnancy.”

JOBLESS!
Employment during May reached

the highest peak in history, accor-
ding to the Census Bureau. It re-
ports that 55,320,000 had jobs,
which is 750,000 more than the
previous high mark, reached in
July, 1945, in the middle of the
war.

The Bureau said 2,310,000 peo-
ple* are jobless now, but its figure
on unemployment does not agree
with those of the Social Security
Board and the Veterans’ Admin-
istration, which are much higher.

BRITISH BOOST EXPORTS
~

Great Britan’s concentration on
its export trade is producing re-
sults. A dispatch from London re-
veals that in the first year after
V-J day, exports had been built up
to three-fourths of the pre-war
volume.


