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UNION GIVES AN ACCOUNTING
Those interested in the development of trade unions as social in-

stitutions may well study the 12th annual financial report of the Inter-
national Ladies Garment Workers. This great organization, with 325,-
000 members in the United States and Canada, regularly gives the
figures on its receipts and expenditures to its members and to the
public. There is complete recognition by the leaders that this union
is a public institution with public responsibilites.

The ILGWU has been so successful in discharging its primary
function that it has often secured wage advances for its members with-
out strikes or any interruption of production. Having established rela-
tions with the employers which make possible peaceful and construct-
ive bargaining, the attention of officers and members can be given to
the developmentof social service features of their program.

In connection with John L. Lewis’s demand for a welfare fund,
there was widespread discussion of the problems connected with the
management of such funds. It would be well if editors all over the
country could be informed of the success of the ILGWU in this field.
If members, employers and public have faith in the union officilas, the
problems vanish, funds are collected, honestly and wisely dispersed—-
and the members get continuous benefits.

During the year the local and national bodies of the ILGWU
received for the Death Benefit fund about $300,000 and the same
amount for the Sick Benefit fund, and for the Health and Vacation fund
more than $13,000,000. The expenditure for education and recreation
was $200,000. The receipts and expenditures for all these purposes are
regularly increasing. The 1945 fund for health and vacation increased
G2M> percent over that for 1944.

If the affairs of all American unions were run as honestly, effi-
ciently and opnely as those of the ILGWU, we could confidently expect
a rapid advance on the road to better labor relations. The New
Leader.

The Atom Bomb
The greatest show on earth is over. Or is it? After months of fan-

fare and trumpets, public relations efforts and public expenditures
running into hundreds of millions, the fourth atom bomb in history
was dropped over Bikini atoll. It will be months before the results of
the test are all in, years before they are all released by the Navy. It
is, therefore, out of a sense of obligation to our public that we present
now our own findings based on radio reports from a yacht moored to
a Long Island pier at which we were buying fresh lobsters. First, the
test itself has probably done considerable damage to international good
will by emphasizing that the atom bomb is part of our active war
equipment and an integral part of our future military strategy. The
Russians may well view with some suspicion those who talk about the
immediate destruction of our bomb supply. Second, and following im-
mediately on the first, the government-subsidized propaganda placed
behind this giant Fourth of July explosion contrasts sadly with that
behind the whole effort, domestic and international, to bring the
development of atomic energy under control for the purpose of elimi-
nating atomic weapons and releasing atomic energy for peacetime uses.
Third, the test demonstrates the imperial arrogance induced by posses-
sion of this weapon when the American Navy could block off some
hundreds of thousands of square miles cf the Pacific and warn that
any uninvited foreign ship or plane entering the area would be blown
out of existence. Finally, the meager results of the test allowed to
filter out many lull popular fears as to the potenciy of man’s latest
plaything. Apparently the 200,000 fairly innocent Japanes who died
at Hiroshima and Nagasaki will have died in vain.—The Nation.

We Helped Them But...
(

In the past the farmers have always come to Organized Labor for
help in passing legislation vital to their welfare. They have never been
refused. Labor organizations and Union members of law-making
bodies, always have fought and voted for the best interests of agri-
culture. That is the record!

In view of these facts, you might expect the farmers to be kindly
toward Organized Labor. That assumption, however, would be far,
far from the truth.

$ *

Coal miners have won a recent wage victory. As a result, the price
of coal may go up 25 cents a ton. Railroad workers also revived an in-
crease in their dispute.

The same day that the coal dispute was ended, the public was
informed that butter would advance 11 cents a pound, cheese would
go up six cents and an additional cent would soon be added to the
price of fluid milk. This news came from Washington.

The inescapable fact is that these price advances were forced by
and fore the benefit of the farmers, who have been on strike against
both the public and the government for several months. It may very
weel be that the farmers were justified in striking; perhaps they should
recive higher prices. That is not the point. The fact is that the farmers,
like the coal miners and rail workers, used their economic strength to
obtain more money for their labor. The increase farmers won will
have a greater and more painful impact upon the public than the
gains of either the miners or railroad men.—The Progressive Miner.

PASSING OF HILMANN
The death of Hillman may mark

a turning point in American labor
history. He was the outstanding
representative of those who hold
that the practical way to achieve
progress is to find out how far you
can go and still get along with the
capitalist. From now on, may it be
hoped, the practical way to achieve
progress is to figure out how you
can get along without the capital-
ist.

As a young man in the clothing
industry he had ideas—the sort of
ideas that make other workers
join the I. W. VV. lie took some of
the L. W. W.’s phrases, and some
points of its industrial structure,
and led a revolt from the AFL
after the leftwingers were denied
seats at the 1914 convention of the
United Garment Workers. The re-
sult was the Amalgamated Cloth-
ing Workers and a career that ap-
plied to America what in the same
era was considered progressive
unionism in Europe. According to
all conventional standards such a
career is a success. It is the sort
of progressivism and success that
since the dawn of the Amalgama-
ted has yielded' two world wars,
two depressions, and left as the
starting point for some further pro-
gress a world unable to feed itself
yet prepared for a third world war.

For progress, don’t try more of the
same.—lndustrial Worker.

"FIRST ROUND"
Our problem is now to increase

purchasing power so that the peo-
ple can consume what the war
proved they are capable of pro-
ducing. In no other way can full
employment be assured and our
free economy preserved. Labor’s
strike for higher wages is the first
round in the postwar struggle to
achieve full employment ana
maintain it.—Railway Clerk.

ODE TO A MINER
A miner’s life is bleak and grim;
He seldom sees the sun.
Danger lurks in every path
Until his day is done.
His only light, a little lamp
Hanging by his side,
And though his work is very hard
He takes it in his stride.

He labors hard from dawn ’till
eve;

It really is no lark.
He wades through water, mud and

rock
In tunnels damp and dark.
So as you sit beside your fire
Whatever be your goal,
Just think a little kindly of
The man who mines your coal.

By Catherine Colombo,
Johnston City, 111.

THE MARCH OF LABOR
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IT'S A LIE!
By MARTY SOLOW

Lie-of-the-week honors belong to columnist Frank Kent, political
Bourbon (100% proof—against progress), who wrote that “the country
has turned” on labor and labor leaders.

Scribbler Kent evidently felt no further than his own pulse, the
Fortune magazine poll for June, 1946 shows that public support of
labor swelled from 25.7% in January to 37.1% in June. During the
same period, support of business dropped from 44.7% to 36.6%.

* * *

AFL’s George Meany, in an emotionally charged piece called “We
Back America,” in the July issue of the American Federationist, ac-
cuses the World Federation of Trade Unions of being a “Soviet” . . .
Controlled Organization.”

Mr. Meany’s score on this is no runs, no hits^—all errors. For his
information we cite the following facts:

Executive committee votes in WFTU are apportioned as follows:
USSR 3, U. S and Canada 3, Great Britain 2, France 2, Latin America
and West Indies 2, Near Middle East 1, China 1, India and Ceylon 1,
Scandinavia 1, Australasia 1, W'estern Europe 1, Southern Europe 1,
Central Europe 1, South-eastern Europe 1, Africa 1.

The “so-called” WFTU has a world-wide membership of 35 na-
tions. Every major labor movement in the World with the exception
of the AFL is a member.

It is a fact that the AFL is outside of the WFTU by its own deci-
sion. Membership is open to it any time it wishes to affiliate.

Warner-Swasep Machine Tools in a June advertisement in News-
week attacks unions for having” . . . control over the lives of others by
the arbitrary exercise of power backed by threat of violence. That isn’t
free collective bargaining—it is dictatorship . . . brown shirt arrogance.”

It's a lie because the reports of the American Civil Liberties Union
and the LaFollette Senate Committee investigations turned up the fact
that violence was nearly always precipatated by management.

Only recently Senator Murray of Montana in a two-hour speech
before the Senate showed by documentary evidence from government
sources that violence in labor disputes had been brought about by
management resisting the growth of unions. He cited Homestead, Lud-
low, Gastonia, Marion, N. C., and the Republic Steel massacre in Chi-
cago as evidence.

Newsweek has no room for the Senators report.

Goodbye,
Ilya Gregorevich

Ilya Ehrenburg nas left our
country for his own. His some-
what rhetorical and disingenuous
letter of farewell, though it repre-
sents fairly enough the “realism”
we have learned to accpet as the
official attitude of the U. S. S. R.,
hardly does justice to Ehrenburg
himself —a more engaging and
impressive figure than one would
guess from the mixture of specific
objections and general affection
that constitutes his message to us.

His itinerary suggested, no
doubt, by Senator Bilbo, and lov-
ingly itemized by Samuel Grafton,
whose communiques of Ehren-
burg’s Raid must have reminded
readers of a little boy tagging
breathlessly along behind his big
brother—specialized in places like
Dogpatch, Skunk Hollow, and Van
Buren, Arkansas. There the sur-
prised Ehrenburg saw bad things
and, by questioning the older in-
habitants, heard of worse the
Scopes trial, for instance; and he
returned to New York able to re-
fute any objection to an unfortun-
ate feature of the Soviet Union by
a quick counter-objection to some
analogous evil in the United States.
But though he finds the United
States an adolescent country full
of contradictions, he recognizes
that we and the Russians are “ttoo
great and noble peoples,” who are
kept apart only by the “curtain of
fog” which has been drawn by

| slanderers, rabblerousers, fascists,
and correspondents who have come

to Moscow, Russia, without the
clean hands and pure heart which
Ehrenburg brought to his trip to
Moscow, Alabama.

How pleasant it would be if one
could leave one’s head at the near-
est checkroom, and accept the
views of this talented but trans-
parent propagandist! It is not edit-
orials about Russia in the Chicago
Tribune or New York Daily News
which disquiet Americans, but the
actions of the Soviet Union itself;
and it will take deeds from Sta-
lin,not words from Ehrenburg, to
change their feelings. In the last
year few foreign correspondents
except those of the Daily Worker
have been able to say anything
about Russian policy that could
please Russians or reasure Ameri-
cans; if Horace Greeley were alive
still, and could summon from the
grave his regular European corres-
pondent, Karl Marx, to write a se-
ries of articles on Russia, it is a
safe bet that within a few months
there would be one more slanderer
and rabble-rouser whose articles
Ilya Gregorevich Ehrenburg would
be deploring.—The Nation.

EVEN PIES!
A little shoe-shine boy came

into the office of the New Castle
County Industrial Union Council
in Wilmington, Delaware, and ap-
proached the chairman, Gilbert
Lewis.

“Is the OPA off?” he asked.
“Yes,” said Lewis.
“I knew it!” said the boy.

“They’re selling 5c pies for 8c
now.”

THE STORY OF HIGH
FINANCE \

The men who were financiers
slipped in $lO each and bought a
fine cow that gave ten gallons
of milk every day.

The milk was divided at night
and each man received one gallon
as his share.

Soon the neighbors far and near
heard about the wonderful cow
and said to one another: “Think
of getting a whole gallon of rich
new milk every day! What a won-
derful return on a $lO investment.
I wish I had a share in that cow!”

When this talk came to the ears
of the ten good men and cute, they
held a meeting and one of them
addressed the gathering: “Our
shares in the cow,” he said, “cost
us $lO each, and if we are wise
and businesslike we can sell other
shares in her at the same price.”

So they went to a printer and
obtained one thousand sheets of
paper bearing the legend: “One
Share in the Cow.” Then they sold
five hundred of these shares at $lO
each, which brought $5,000, and
divided the other five hundred
shares among themselves as a re-
ward for being smart and wide-
awake.

Facli man of the ten now had
fifty-one shares, whereas in the
beginning each had only one.

But one of the ten began to wor-
ly. “Look here,” he said. “Every
fellow who bought a share in this
cow will expect a gallon of milk
tonight, and the cow gives only
ten gallons. When the milk is di-
vided into one thousand and ten
parts these new shareholders won’t
get a spoonful. Shares will drop
to nothing. We’d better unload
while we can.”

So the ten. men went out on the
street to find investors, and each
of them sold the fifty shares that
had been awarded to him, and thus
obtained a second $5,000 to divide
among them.

But now night was drawing high
and the same scrupulous man
began to worry again.

“There will be a row at milk-
ing time,” he said.

“We can prevent it,” said an-
other. “Hasten abroad and persu-
ade each of shareholders to sign
a proxy, which is a joker author-
izing you to cast as you think best
the vote to which his share en-
titles him. Then come back here
with the proxies and we’ll do some
voting.”

Coming on to twilight the men
sat at the cow-house, and in their
hands were one thousand signed
proxies to represent the absent
shareholders. And the ten were en-
titled to vote in their own right,
for each still held his original ;
share.

“Now,” said the one who did
most of the talking, “we must or-
ganize. This Company needs a
managing-director, a secretary and
eight directors. That gives each of
us a job. And since there are ten
of us and the cow gives ten gallons,
it is moved and seconded that each
of us receive a salary of one gallon
of milk per day. All in favor say
Aye’.”

The motion was carried without
one dissenting vote. And then they
milked the cow. Don Capillano,
The Labor Leader.

RESOLVE
By ELLA WHEELER WILCOX

Have you missed in your aim?
Well, the mark is still shining.

Did you faint in the race?
Well, take breath for the next.

Did the clouds drive you back?
But see yonder their lining.

Were you tempted and fell? Let
it serve for a text.

As each year hurires by let it join
that procession '

Os skeleton shapes that march
down to the Past,

While you take your place in the
line of Progression,

With your eyes on the heavens,
your face to the blast.

I tell you the future can hold no
terrors

For nay sad soul while the stars
revolve,

If he will stand firm on the grave
of his errors,

And instead of regretting, re-
solve, resolve.

It is never too late to begin re-
building,

Though all into ruins your life
seems hurled,

For see how the light of the New
Year is gilding

The wan, worn face of the
bruside old world.

When tired with vain rotations
of the day, sleep winds us up for
the succeeding dawn.—Young.

Miscellany-
The 14th anniversary of the

semi-Fascist dictatorship of Dr.
Antonio Salazar was celebrated by
the publication of a White Book
extolling his foreign policy. “Por-
tugal maintained her neutrality to
serve the interests of her old ally,
England, and the United States,”
it was said, sin verguenza.

% :js

Poland is not the only country
in which the electoral campaign
was accompanied by violence and
terror; in Turkey the dominant
People’s Party is hiring gangsters
to ensure its victory over the
Democratic Party (both titles are)
misnomers). Since its start in 1923 1
the Turkish Republic has been |
authoritarian, though social re- j
forms have been carried out.

ft
Colonial Secretary George H.

Hall told the House of Commons
that “It is, our policy to develop
the colonies and all their resour-
ces in such away as to enable
their peoples speedily and substan- j
tially to improve their economic
and social conditions and, as soon
as it may be pracitcable, to attain
responsible selfgovernment. To So-
cialists the idea of one people do-
minating or exploiting another is
always repugnant.”

The Labor Government has a
long hard road to travel to reach
this goal, but some progress can be
reported in Ceylon, Malaya, Malta
and some African colonies as well
as in India and Egypt.

TV

The U. S. Army is looking for a
range to test rocket-bombs which
yvill be fired at targets 2,000 miles
away.

☆ ☆ ☆
J. Edgar Hoover warned that the

army of professional criminals in
the USA is approaching 6,000,000.
A serious crime is committed every
20 seconds. In 1945, crimes increas-
ed 12.4 percent and are now in-
creasing even faster.

WILL FEED 20 MILLION
Each million tons of wheat which

we ship to the starving people of
the world means that 20 million
people will have bread.

SIDNEY HILLMAN A FIGHTER TO THE END
Sidney Hillman has fallen in battle. Up to his last breath, he had

been fighting the good fight for a large and more secure life for masses
of men and women everywhere. He died as he had lived, fighting.

For 36 years Sidney Hillman has been a sianaara-Dearer ior Amer-
ican and world progressive forces. He fought and helped destroy the
iniquitous sweatshop in his youth, he fought reaction in season and out.
and made the largest single contribution to the political awakening 0f
labor in this country.

In war and peace, Sidney Hillman served his country, his people
and his union. No task was too great, none too small for this man who
burned his life away for the welfare and happiness of others. He loved
America. Sidney Hillman was a tenacious, but modest warrior for the
common good. His like, on the American scene, will not be seen soon
again.

Though his talents and his genius led him to prominence in the
national and international field, Sidney Hillman always remained
close to his beloved Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America and its
350,000 members. He never lost the common touch. He was welcomed
with warmth and affection of every corner of the Amalgamated. We
wre proud of him. Sidney Hillman was the Amalgamated and the
Amalgamated was Sidney Hillman.

In this hour of our geat grief, it is impossible to give a proper
estimate of what Sidney Hillman meant to us, to the Amalgamated
family, to labor generally and progressive forces everywhere. History
will accord him his proper place. Sidney Hillman will never be for
gotten.

His name will inextricably be linked with the abolition of the sweat
shop in the clothing industry, the establishment of impartial machin
cry for the settlement of labor disputes, labor housing, labor banking,
holidays and vacations with pay for industrial workers and introduc-
tion of a comprehensive system of life, health, accident, hospitalization,
maternity and old-age retirement insurance on a nationwide scale in
an American industry.

His war work, also, will never be forgotten. From the late Presi
dent Roosevelt down to the lowliest Army procurement officer have
come testimonials as to Mr. Hillman’s contribution to our war and
victory efforts. His mobilization of labor for war was as magnificient
an effort as his peace-time achievements.

The story of Hillman’s life is the story of 350,000 men and women
members of the Amalgamated Clothing Workers of America. It is the
rise from the industrial jungle into the light of collective bargaining
and securitiy for men and women who toil.

We mourn our loss.—ClO News.

It Was About Time
One effect of the Vatican’s Political excursions has been to spur

the Protestant churches into united action without precedent in this
country. A deep and growing sense of outrage has mounted among our
citenzry over the campaign sponsored by the Knights of Columbus and
other Catholic groups in favor of the fascist Franco. The blatant inter
ference of the Pope in the recent European elections has roused Ameri
cans, who don’t like to be told by any church how to vote and who
cherish that basic tenet of democracy—separation of church and state
The fact that the leaders of seven great Protestant denominations
representing more than thirty million members waited on President
Truman to demand the recall of Myron C. Taylor fom Rome should
give pause to those Catholics here and abroad who debase the name
‘ Christian” by applying it to the most reactionary of political faiths
When Dr. Samuel McCrea Cavert, general secretary of the Federal
Churches of Christ in America, described the present diplomatic rela
tions between Washington and the Vatican State as “unauthorized” and
"unconstitutional” and demanded that they be permanently severed
he spoke for more than the delegation. He spoke for the vast majority
of free Americans.—The Nation.

Some Odds and Ends
The Government tax people re-

port the intake from beer is slum-
ping. So is the intake of beer.—
The St. Louis Post-Dispatch.

☆ ☆ ☆
“Shall we make honesty ille-

gal?” shouts a Congressman. Well,
that’s one way of making it at-
tractive.—The Omaha World-He-
rald.

☆ ☆ ☆
The President’s bill to draft

strikers is languishing in a House
committeee and may not come to
a vote at all. Hysteria does not al-
ways repeat itself.—Howard Bru
baker in The New Yorker.

☆ ☆ ☆
“Japan resumes the manufacture

of cheap dishes for the export
trade. The well-bred purchaser will
remember not to drink hot tea out
of the saucer. It dissolves the
soucer. “Senator Soaper.”

POOR BUT HONEST
According to James A Farley

former Democratic national chair
man, politicians are mostly honest
men.—News item.

An honest chap, the politician.
We have it on his own admission
The vigilant and selfless nurse
Os public weal and public purse

He wil not straddle, will not hecle*
He’d die before he’d break a

pledge.
With billions nowadays expend

able,
We trust him, knowing he’s de

pendable.

High-principled in word and decci
He is the kind of man we need.
The kind, we also have detected.
Who runs, but doesn’t get elected

Richard Armour.

"MIRACLE DRUG" ON WAY
More streptomycin, a “miracle'

drug which is said to take up the
fight against disease where peni-
cilin leaves off, will soon be avail-
able for the treatment of specific
maladies, according to Dr. Chester
S. Keller, chairman of the National
Research Council’s committee on
chemical therapeutics.


