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PRODUCE MEAT TO EAT
We are cheered by the assertion of Pres. Ralph Helstein, of the

United Packinghouse Workers’ Union (CIO), that the time has come
to take the meat industry out of private hands and give it the status
of a public utility under government control.

We have been saying something like that for a long time. We
now hope that the millions of people who never heard us will hear
and agree with Pres. Helstein.

There is only one good reason why anybody should make profits
out of supplying human needs. That reason is because up to this time
the people have never got together to supply their needs for them-
selves. '

It now apepars that the union meat' packers have a leader who
knows what to do. What he is proposing is that the government should
be used as an instrument for producing beefsteaks for the sole purpose
of making it possible for people to eat.

We hope that other union leaders will want to do the same thing
with all industries that are basic to human needs. After all, there is
only one good reason for producing anything; namely, to use it. How-
ever capitalism always puts profits for owners above human welfare.

When the means of production are made the social property of
all the people, Ihen all that industry produces will be the property
of the people and people will be able to use all that they produce.

It’s as simple as that and it’s what Socialists have been advocating
for many years. In districts where there are Socialist congressional
candidates the people will pass judgment on the idea of producing
abundance for their own use. Will they vote for themseives or for the
profit-takers?—Reading Labor Advocate.

"OUR" NERVOUS STOCK EXCHANGE
Sagging Stock-Market prices seem to have hit at least temporary

bottom, but the unprecedented wagging of tongues over causes and
effects continues both here and abroad. Never before has the rest of
the world watched our business barometers as it does today, and with
good reason: never before has the business weather of other nations
been so dependent on that of the United States. Especially in Britain,
whose economy is most closely tied with ours, fear of a depression here
is almost pathological. For this reason some of the most anxious ticker-
watchers during the days of the break were in our own State Depart-
ment. They well know the staggering effects a serious economic setback
here would have on the multilateral trade program they hope to sell
to the world in the coming international meetings. As usual there is
an explanation to fit almost every point of view: the next to the longest
bull market in history was bound to break if only of its own weight;
high prices were beginning to slow up buying, while labor costs have
risen so far that profits can be had only at peak production; the raoid
degeneration of American-Russian relations; bear raids on the mafket
by big operators who wanted to unload their holdings to pick them up
later at lower prices. You can take your choice. But whatever the
causes, the stock-market prophets, as usual, failed to detect them in
advance. An analysis of the predictions of eight leading Wall Street
services shows that not one warned its clients that a serious break
was at hand. The Nation.

THE SIGNS OF DANGER AHEAD
By Leon De Caux

As the Swede said when he saw
two trains in a head-on collision:

'

"That bane hell of away to run
a railroad.”
.• Anyone who knows the signals
can see we’re heading for a smash-
up on the U. S. Railroad.

But let’s get wise to the way the
Wall Street monopolists are run-
ning our economy—and do some-
thing about it—before the crash
occurs.

* * *

The trend toward greater mon-
opoly has long marked the Ameri-
can economy.

In its early stages, the growth
of big business made a contribu-
tion to industrial efficiency, mass
production and lower prices.

But once effective monopoly is
established, lower prices are no
longer necessary to stifle com-
petition. The monopolist then tends
to restrict production for the pur-
pose of raising prices and increas-
ing profits.

And as he sees limits to profit-
making possibilities in his own
country, he looks abroad for new
worlds to conquer and exploit, thus
sowing the seeds of imperialist war.

* * *

In the United States, big-busi-
ness monopoly extended its control
enormously during the war.

With eight financial groups con-
trolling 106 of the 250 largest cor-
porations, 51 per cent of all prime
war contracts went to the top 33
corporations.

The monopolists’ power was
further swollen by huge war prof-
its. Corporate profits jumped from
26 billion dollars in the six peace-
time years of 1934-39 to 117 bil-
lions in the six war years of 1940-
45.

The monopoly trend has in-
creased since the war, through a
sharp increase in corporate merg-
ers and acquisition of small firms
by larger ones.

Today 43 billion-dollar corpora-
tions directly monopolize one-
fourth of the country’s corporate
assets.

* * *

How have the big-business mon-
opolists used their increased power
since the war?

They have used it to squeeze
ever higher profits out of labor
and the public.

They have used it to cut wages—-
first resisting union demands for
restoration of take-home pay, then
raising prices out of all proportion
to small increases in labor costs.

They have used it to restrict

production and keep goods from
the market, in order to raise prices
still-further.

They have used it to expand
their political control, to make
Congress wreck price control and
block social legislation; and to
press lor an aggressive foreign pol-
icy to corner world markets.

And through their ’contro) of
press and radio, they have tried to
dodge the blame for inflation; to
breed domestic and international
ill-will and division; and to hide
from the people the real facts of
the smash-up toward which they
are heading us.

❖ ❖ ❖

What are some signs of the com-
ing smash?

While prices and profits continue
to soar, the real wages of Ameri-
can factory workers have been cut
18 per cent in little over a year.

Inflation has also cut the savings
and purchasing power of the peo-
ple generally. A few wealthy fam-
ilies have most of the country's
savings, while most of the people
have little more than a bare living.

Goods have been withheld from
sale, or priced too high to sell, to
a point where manufacturing in-
ventories have risen to nearly $lB
billion—which means $5OO worth
of goods in stock for each Ameri-
can family of four.

So stocks have crashed, as Wall
Street gets jittery about insuffic-
ient mass purchasing power to buy
goods at present prices, and at the
prospects of a real smash when the
domestic market collapses.

# $ *

This smash will bring depression,
unemployment and lower living
standards to the American people.
It will also spur big-business de-
mands for a belligerent foreign pol-
icy to recoup domestic losses
abroad, or through the still great-
er smash-up of another war.

It is therefore of the first im-
portance to our people to check
and reverse the present trends, be-
fore they reach the smash-up stage.

KEEP COOL
Parents are warned by the

‘American Journal of Public
Health- ' to keep cool and not be-
come panic-stricken over the '‘po-
lio'’ epidemic. It points out that 80
per cent of children recover with-
out any crippling effect. Many
children get such mild attacks the
disease isn’t even recognized.
Adults, it says, are rarely stricken
because great numbers are immun-
ized by mild attacks in childhood.

MARCH OF LABOR
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WHY CANT WORKERS STRIKE
AGAINST THE GOVERNMENT?

“You can’t strike against the government” is a slogan that
is always spoken in a shrill voice, with sweeping gestures. That
means you can’t quit your job if you’re working for the Federal
Government. But there are other governments, so we re told
you can’t strike against the state government. Then, of course,
you can’t strike against the city government. And, we suppose,
you can't strike against the ward and pricinct governments. When
the Boston, Mass., policemen went on strike while Coolidge was
governor, he thundered (in his thin falsetto), “You can not strike
against the government.” When the railroad engineers went on
strike some months ago, Truman screamed: You can’t strike
against the government.'.’

Where does it say in the Constitution that workers must
stay on the job if they are dissatisfied with pay or working con-
ditions? Where is there a federal, state or municipal law or
ordinance which denies workers the right to quit when they find
they can’t tolerate conditions imposed on them? The simple
fact is that Americans have the right to strike against private
employers, corporations—and the government. Under present
conditions, the strike is labor's most effective weapon when bad
conditions are to be remedied. When workers are denied the right
to strike, they are denied the right to improve their social and
economic conditions. There are powerful elements in this country
that would like to chain the toiler to job by making him a criminal
when he quits with his fellow-workers in protest against injus-
tices. But they are still to write their aims into law. The workers
are still free to strike.

It isn’t true that American workers have always enjoyed
this right. A century ago it was a crime (established by the courts)

for workers to strike against private employers or corporations.
But the workers won out in the end. and now they can strike.
But the old attitude remains with regard to the government.
Labor must, in time, do away with this brutal discrimination, if
labor is to be truly free.

If school teachers, organized into unions, wish to strike
against their school board, they should have the right to do so.
regardless of the fact that the tin-pot Mussolinis at the top will
cry to heaven that “You can’t strike against the government.”
If ditch-diggers want to strike, they should have the right to walk
out, even though they’re working for the city or state. And the
same goes for policemen, firemen, postal workers, government
clerks, janitors, keepers and the like. The cry “You can't strike
against the government” should be dismissed as just another
morsel of bunk. Free American workers should always have
the right to lay down their tools in order to give emphasis to
their demands for better terms of employment.

If it's wrong for private employers and corporations to
enslave their workers, it’s equally wrong for any form of gov-
ernmental organization to insist its employes are tied to their
jobs. The slogan, “You can’t strike against the government,”
is a hangover from times when workers were hardly more than
slaves. The test of real freedom in America is the acceptance
of this more enlightened and humane slogan: “You can strike
against the government.”

The state can be just as severe and cruel a slave-driver as
any Simon Legree. It’s the duty and obligation of freedom-
loving Americans to insist that working people are really free
to work or quit, as they see fit.—The Montana Labor News.

KILL "GOLDEN GOOSE"
Greed of Realtors May
Be Halting Building Boom
It may be that greedy landlords

and unscrupulous realtors have
“killed the goose that lays the
golden egg.”

The suggestion comes from the
reliable and conservative “Wall
Street Journal,” which reports that
real estate prices are declining in
many cities and that owners are
hurrying to sell before the bottom
drops out.

Philadelphia, which has an acute
housing problem, is cited as an
example of w hat is happening
quite generally throughout the
country. Recently property has
changed hands in that city at prices
from 10 to 15 per cent below those

quoted a few weeks ago.
One Philadelphia newspaper is

said to have printed in a single
issue four and one-half columns
of advertising offering suburban
real estate for sale.

A leading New York realtor is
quoted as saying that prospective
buyers aren’t purchasing "second-
hand” homes as they were before.
In San Francisco old -nomes are go-
ing begging for buyers.

New home sales are reported to
be still brisk, "but even they may
taper off.”

"Veterans, for whom most are
being built.” the "Journal” says,
"are beginning to give these houses
a closer scrutiny as a result of
widespread reports of shoddy con-
struction.”

"RUTHLESS"

IS THE WORD
Hill Achieved Success
By Making People Angry

“Ruthless!” That is an accurate
one-word description of 62-year-old
George Washington Hill, president
of the American Tobacco company,
who died the other day at a fishing
camp in Canada.

The papers all describe him as a
“successful business man.” There’s
no doubt about that, but it is not
very flattering to business men.

He was one of the first to draw
down an annual salary of $1,000,-
000. For more than a decade he
had a running fight with minority
stockholders who objected that his
salary and bonuses were shocking-
ly large.

On one occasion a New York
court directed Hill and his directors
to return $2,000,000 which they
were charged with taking illegally.

Hill treated his workers and even
his customers with the same con-
tempt he showed his stockholders.
Until recent years he successfully
resisted efforts to organize his em-
ployes, whose wages were notor-
iously low.

Farmers have repeatedly
charged, in lawsuits and otherwise,
that he “rigged” the market against
them to keep down the price of to-
bacco.

Proclaimed to be an “advertising
genius,” Hill is said to have spent
more than 5200,000,000 in 20 years
in ballyhooing “Lucky Strike” cig-
arettes. Hi s methods, especially
those employed in radio, violated
good taste and were a source of
irritation to listeners. He went on
the theory that people would re-
member slogans that made them
mad.

In advertising circles he was re-
garded as the prototype of “Evan
Evans,” the unlovely and offensive
central character in Frederick
Wakeman’s best seller, “The Huck-
sters,” a devastating expose of pro-
fessional advertising men’s role in
radio.

Hill is said to have discussed
with his lawyers a libel suit against
Wakeman, but evidently was
talked out of the idea.

Some weeks ago a Federal judge
at New York fined Hill's company
$347,000 for charging Uncle Sam
more than ceiling prices for cig-
arettes for our fighting men.

THIS, TOO, IS AMERICA
By LOREN NORMAN

A gang of white lynchers at
Minden, La., cut off the arms of
John C. Jones, 28 year old Negro
war veteran, burned his face with
a blow torch and beat him to death
with a whip. They left for dead
another Negro. Albert Harris, 17
who was beaten with whips and
knocked unconscious with a gun.
The Negro had been arrested for
allegedly going into the yard of a
white woman to try to rape her.
That was July 31. The National
Association for the Advancement
of Colored People turned over to
the FBI the names of 13 of the
lynchers, including three deputy
sheriffs. To date nothing has been
done about it.

Now consider this. Three white
hoodlums in Collins, Miss., were let
off with SlO fines after they plead-
ed guilty to attempt to rape two
girls at the point of a gun.

The girls were colored.
—Racine Labor.

$4 BILLIONS
Some 26 million students are

enrolled in schools and colieges,
in what is said to be the greatest
educational boom the country has
ever known.

This has created a 84 billion
market for supplies—books, busses,
furniture and numerous other art-
icles the Department of Com-
merce reveals.

Back in 1942 the market was
worth about $3 billion, but since
then both pupils and prices have
increased considerably, the De-
partment said.

JOB BACKLOG
A public works program esti-

mated at 54,136.000,000 has been
charted by states, cities, and coun-
ties and is on the shelf, ready to
start when jobs are needed, it is
disclosed by the Federal Works
Agency. All the projects are to be
financed without Federal funds.

Other billions are added to the
work backlog by whole or par-
tially federal-built highways, riv-
ers and harbors, flood control proj-
ects, postoffices and buildings and
veterans’ hospitals.

Be friendly with the folks you
know. If it weren't for them, you’d
be a total stranger.

Contrary to a popular notion.-
black markets in scarce commodi-
ties are not operated by criminals
of the A1 Capone type, but by sup-
posedly reputable manufacturers
and business men.

This is pointed out by the Office
of Price Administration, and it
gave emphasis to the statement by
disclosing that Department of Jus-
tice agents are investigating more
than 300 corporations and individ-
uals who have diverted millions of
yards of textiles into illegal chan-
nels.

The investigation is headed up
before a special Federal grand jury
in New York, which has already
handed down a number of indict-
ments.

Six corporations have been con-
victed of black market operations,
as well as tax frauds. The two
crimes go hand in hand, the state-
ment declared.

A Department of Justice official
revealed that materials which have
been kept out of legal marketing
channels range from the raw state
to finished goods, including shirts,
pajamas and women’s dresses.

’ This illegal market has contri-

Senor Patino Gets a Wage Boost
It was just a little item, but it told an important story. It said thatReconstruction Finance Corporaion had signed a contract with Boliviantin miners” by which this country undertook to pay 62 Vfe cents a pound

lor all the tin they could produce in 1946. We would pay the cost of
carrying the tin to this country and we’d boost the price from 1 to 3
cents if the Bolivians succeeded in producink 18,000 tons.

Now here are some of the things the little item didn’t explain: Tin
is controlled by an international trust, or cartel. British and Dutch
financiers are in control. They can produce in the East Indies at sucha low figure that they could run the Bolivians out of the world market.
Instead, they decided to take them in and make them “junior partners”
in the tin cartel.

In 1939, Bolivian tin was selling for 50.1 cents a pound f.o.b. New
York. That menas the Bolivians not only mined the ore, but paid the
cost of shipping it to this country. Now we are boosting their price
25 per cent and also taking care of the freight.

The announcement talks of “Bolivian tin miners.” As a mater of
fact, Bolivian tin is controlled by a gentleman named Patino, well
known as the Bolivian Tin King.” He and his pals recently put over
a revolution in Bolivia, and now our government is enabling him to
recover whatever he expended on that occasion by fixing an exorbitant
price for tin.

Congress has conducted a good many investigations, but it would
be very interesting if a congressional committee went into this matter
and located those who actually put through this questionable deal.
Labor.

Politics and Such
Many a time and oft we hear guys brag that “I always vote for

the best man.”
The implication is that this is a sign of independence and that it

will produce the best results in the long run. Don’t we want the “best
men’ in our legislative halls?

We do that, but it isn’t quite so simple. Let’s look at the picture.
' Good men’’ are absolutely lost in Congress. Individuals don’t pass
laws; they are put on the statute books by the majority of the members
of both Houses. It is only through organized political parties that results
are achieved. Individuals are either with the party or they are over-
whelmed.

The crux of the issue then is that our political parties are not res-
ponsible agents of their members or supporters. It is customary to sneer
at "election promises.” A Republican party which contains Lawrence
Smith and his views and Sen. Bob LaFollette and his views is torn by
conflicting interests, just as a Democratic party containing Bilbo and
his views and Senator Wagner and his views is a house divided against
itself.

During the last presidential campaign both Republicans and Demo-
crats pledged to support a permanent Fair Employment Practices Com-
mittee. But all ettempts to have Congress pass such a measure were
defeated by the Republican-Southern Democratic coalition which ruled
the last Congress. In other countries, such a refusal would mean the
tall of the administration and the calling of an election but there we
have no way of seeing that the.voters’ mandates are carried out or of
preventing the same thing from happening again. Os course, we can
help knock off individual congressmen but only when this happens
in great sweeps is there substatial change and then no guarantee that
the same irresponisibilfty won’t appear again.

This is one phase of our political life which should be altered, so
that we vote for principles we want put into effect and can force those
we elect to put them into effect.—Racine Labor.

Profits Diverted To Foreign Lands
American money is being invested in foreign fields at a rapid

rate, a fact that might mean grief if the flag follows the dollar, as it
has in the past. Investment of over 58.000,000 have been made in
Australia by 16 American firms. American money is helping exploit
South Africa's gold fields. General Tire and Rubber plants to build
a 54,000.000 tire factory in Johannesburg. All told some 200 firms are
planning investments in the British Empire alone, this furnishing an
economic tie which will make it harder for the U. S. to follow an
independent foreign policy.—United Mine Workers Journal.

When the schemes of all the systems, kingdoms and republics fall
Something kindlier, higher, holier—all for one and one for all.

All diseases quenched by science, no man halt or deaf or blind;
Stronger ever born of weaker lustier body larger mind.

Earth at last a warless world, a single race, a single tongue—
It have seen it far away—for is not Earth as yet so young?

Robed in universal harvest up to either pole she smiles.
Universal ocean softly washing all the warless isles.

Alfred Tennyson.
Families wish less than $3,000 a year incomes, comprising

73 per cent of our total population, have less than 7 per cent of
the nation's savings.

"Legitimate" Business Held
Backbone of Black Market

buted materially to the present
shortage of some types of clothing,”
he added.

In addition to diversion. Federal
agents are also running down clues
that manufacturers have engaged
in widespread frauds in connection
with priorities.

Manufacturers who have ob-
tained goods by representing they
would be used to manufacture low-
price garments are declared to have
used them for other and more
profitable items.

Crooked manufacturers have
adopted elaborate precautions to
avoid detection, and in virtually
every case so far investigated they
are showm to have “ducked” their
income taxes, the Department of
Justice said.

OPA officials said that a syste-
matic drive on the meat black mar-
ket is expected to reveal that the
principal culprits are packers and
wholesale and jobbing houses.

Without the cooperation and con-
nivance of so-called legitimate bus-
ines, they declared, the black mar-
ket evil would be relatively insig-
nificant.


