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For a Democratic Germany
Foreign Minister Bevin has given a most effective answer—insofar

as words can give it—to the cartel plans of British and Dutch indus-
trialists. He has announced that Britain’s government intends to foster
public ownership and control of the basic industries in the British zone
cf Germany. This stand—adopted by the Labor government following
rising criticism from its own followers for falling in line with Wash-
ington’s conservative approach to German problems—will help the
Social Democrats of Germany. It is in accord with the social-economic
1 rends of most of Europe.

In this case, socialization is proposed by a British government
which is itself professedly socialist. But given the peculiar problem of
all the Allies in preventing a revival of power for German militarism,
acceptance of the program now proposed does not require advocacy of
the same principles for' other countries, such as America. It would
appear to be, in fact, the only dependable means of preventing German
heavy industry from returning to or remaining in the hands of the in-
dustrial barons who, with the Junkers, have formed Hie permanent
backbone of German warlordism. The United States should recognize
that fact and act accordingly in Germany.

But Mr. Bevin’s announcement of intent does not assure that it will
be put into effect in the British zone. It will be opposed by the kind of
British conservatism represented by the Federation of British Indus-
tries. With various Dutch industrialists the federation is seeking to
revive great international cartels, and private German industrial
partners in them, for the purpose of alloting markets, limiting
production and holding prices up. Moreover - and probbaly more
to the point although Secretay Byrnes is reported to have
told Mr. Bevin that America would not object to a “moderate degree”
of public ownership of German industry, the British do not know how
much American conservative opposition they will face. Such opposition
can be powerful; for, although most of the heavy industry of Western
Germany is in the British zone, American capital is needed for indus-
trial development there.

Finally, the extent of the determination of Messrs. Attlee andBevin to fight for their program remains to be demonstrated. Mr. Bevin
recently very properly posed the plan as a barrier against cartels and
trusts; certainly these are incompatible with the principles for which
the Labor government stands. Yet evidence is still lacking that the
present leaders of that government adequately grasp the incompatibility
of cartels with an economics of plenty!

Means, other than public ownership by the German people, where-
by Mr. Bevin would propose to prevent German industrial rearma-
ment, remain to be developed and thoroughly debated. But the lead for
public ownership in key industries is a signal move for German demo-
cracy against the totalitarianism of desperation, either right or left.It should have America's active support...—The Chicago Sun.

On The Old Trails
The American Legion’s convention at San Francisco has shown

that it takes a good deal more than a World War to change the Legion.
Full of nostaglia and grain neutral spirits, most of the legionnaires
gamboled and staggered through San Francisco, shooting off water
pistols or whistling hoarsely at girls; meanwhile the loudly reactionary
and quietly efficient group that has always controlled Legion policy
kept on controlling it, in spite of the fact that, by now, two-thirds ofthe legionnaires are veterans of World War H. Generals, admirals, and
J. Edgar Hoover made the usual “Arm! Arm! The Reds Are Coming!”
speeches, but General Omar Bradley, head of the Veterans Administra-tion, surprised his audience by delivering an attack on retiring Com-
mander John Stelle. Stelle had declared that Bradley’s indorsement of
the $2OO-a-month ceiling on pay to men receiving on-the-job training
was a ‘ betrayal” of the veteran, and that the rights of veterans wereeverywhere being imperilled by the arbitrary and excessive “economy”
of the government. Bradley defended government policy, accused Stelle
of consistent exaggeration and misrepresentation in the interests ofa special group, and reminded him that the veteran is a citizen first and
a veteran second. Stelle’s reply, though more palatable to the conven- j
tion than Bradley’s speech, won little applause outside of San Fran- !
cisco; the American Veterans' Committee immediately came out in sup-
port of Bradley. There isn’t much doubt that the Legion, in both prac-
tice and theory, is just what it used to be, and leftists boring from
within seem unlikely to get much more for their pains than blisters
and frustration.—The Nation.

That Vicious Circle at Work
I lie National Industrial Conference Board recently issued a state-

ment that rising wages without increased labor productivity are forcing
unit costs of labor higher.

What a remarkable revelation!
What bothers labor is that the NICB didn’t say that labor still isn’t

getting enough to live on, that labor has never received increases in any
way comparable with living cost increases, and that wages have gone
up approximately 11 to 14 per cent an hour while food costs have
mounted in many instances as much as one hundred per cent.Wonder when federal agencies will come out of their stupor andfind some means of holding the line on living costs. They’ve succeededin keeping wages down, but unless the avalanche of increasing living
costs is halted, labor will refuse to work for pittances and 50-centsdollars.

Democracy is supposed to work both ways—for the rich as wellas the wage earner, but the last year and a half hasn’t shown this to
be the case.—The Progressive Miner.

OUR COUNTRY SURRENDERED TO
PROFITEERS AND RACKETEERS

By RAYMOND HOFSES, Editor, Reading Labor Advocate
IT APPEARS THAT the people

who control these United States of
America are determined to try it
again. That is the broadest pos-
sible conclusion that can be drawn
from the presidential surrender of
meat controls.

The advocates of so-called ‘ free”
enterprise—which is not free at all,
but which makes millions of peo-
ple subjest to the dictates of a small
number of owners—have won a
victory which places this nation on
the same road that already has led
to two world wars and that has a
long history of recurrent boom and
bust.

If like causes produce like re-
sults, and if America now goes
forward under an economy of pri-
vate enterprise for owners’ profits,
then there is every reason to fear
that one of the results will be an-;
other world war. For, make no mis- i
take about it, the world policy ofany nation will have to fit with the i
kind of economics it practices at
home.

OF COURSE, the Truman deci-

sion to scrap controls of certain
economic resources and functions
is not the end of anything. It is not
even the end of controls. Sooner
or 'later and probably sooner
than most of us think —a situation
is bound to develop that will again
demonstrate the inability of the
capitalist economy to serve the
material interests of the people
AND at the same time leave the
great mass of little men an women
free to protest and fight.

Then it must be that the nation
will have to make its choice—not
as to whether controls shall be im-
posed. but whether material things
shall be controlled in the interest
of the people or people controlled
in the interest of the owning class.

The decision that will be made
at that time is all the more likely
to be against social control of the
economic machine because the half-
way controls, which always have
been shaped to fit the pattern of
private owmership and private pro-
fit, have done much to discredit
the general idea of control itself.
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Stepinatz Trial
On October 9th, 1946 the New

York Times published a letter writ-
ten by Mr. Stephen Lackovic, who
exalted Archbishop Stepinatz as
being instrumental in helping hun-
dreds of Jewish refugees escape
from Croatia to Italy. Mr. Lackovic
failed to mention Stepinatz’s ignor-
ance of Ustashi Massacres.

Dr. Sime Balen. an eyewitness
of the 1941 to 1945 events in Yugo-
slavia and now Counselor of the
Embassy of the Federal People’s
Republic of Yugoslavia in Wash-
ington in a letter to the editor of
the New York Times, published
October 15, 1946, endeavors to re-
fresh Mr. Lackovic’s memory on
Stepinatz’s activities during those
years.

Dr. Balen writes:
To the Editor of The New York

Times:
Like Stephen Lackovic, former

secretary of Archbishop Stepinatz,
whose letter was published in The
Times of Oct. 9, I, too, am a Croat
and a Catholic and was an eyewit-
ness to the tragic events in Croatia
from 1941 to 1945.

We can all rejoice if Archbishop
Stepinatz was in any way instru-
mental in helping “hundreds” of
Jewish refugees escape from Croa-
tia to Italy. Yet, Mr. Lackovic fails
to mention that the Ustashi terror-
ists of the Pavelich regime, with
which Archbishop Stepinatz was
so closely allied under Hitler’s pro-
tection, murdered during those
years approximately 50,000 Croa-
tian and Bosnian Jews, or over
two-thirds of Yugoslavia’s pre-war
Jewish 70,000.

Mr. Lackovic’s letter also fails,
significantly, to speak of the major
sections of the charges against
Archbishop Stepinatz the mas-
sacre by the Ustashi of over 500,-
000 Serbs. There were 2,000,000
Serbs in Croatia when Hitler set
up the Pavelich puppet regime
there in April, 1941, and the policy
then officially proclaimed was that
a third of these were to be forcioly
converted from the Orthodox to the
Catholic faith, a third were to be
driven back to Serbia and a third
were to be killed. Among the first
murdered were hundreds of Ortho-
dox priests.

Dr. Stepinatz, a member of Pa-
vel ich’s Parliament (Sabor), apos-
tolic vicar in Pavelich’s army and
a member of the committee for the
conversion of Serbs to Catholicism,
made no effort to save these priests
and did not even intervene on be-
half of his colleague, Dr. Dositej,
the metropolitan of Zagreb, who
was barbarously tortured before
being put to death. It is not diffi-
cult to draw conclusions

%
from Mr.

Lackovic’s omssions.
It should not go unnoticed that

the Ustashi also killed approxim-
ately 31,000 Catholic Croats in
Zagreb alone.

I am told that it is hard for
Americans to comprehend the enor-
mity of these crimes. For us who
lived through them it is hard to
forget.

Sime Balen.

A laugh is worth a hundred
groans in any market. Charles
Lamb.

91,634,472 VOTERS IN
U. S. IS NEW PEAK,
CENSUS SAYS

An all-time record number of
potential v0ter5—91,634,472—wi1l
be eligible to cast their ballots in
the November elections, a survey
by the Census Bureau revealed.

At the same time the bureau
made known that the women who
reached the age of 21 as of July 1
outnumbered the men by 1,171,948.
Two years ago the excess of wo-
men was placed at 730,810, and in
1940 it was as low as 73.693, J. C.
Capt, Census Bureau director, said.

“Women seem destined to be in-
creasingly influential in elections,”
the bureau commented in discus-
sing the recent survey reports.

Estimates of the number of per-
sons 21 years and more on July 1,
for three different years, as re-
leased by the Census Bureau, were
as follows: 1940: men, 42,108,176;
women, 42,181,869; 1944: men; 44,-
236,924: women, 44.967,734: 1946:
men, 45,231,262; women 46.403,-
210.

AMERICAN WAGES
The labor statistics division of

the U. S. Department of Labor re-
cently stated wage increases be-
tween V-J day and May of this year
amounted to only from 11 to 14
cents an hour.

This increase would have been
a welcome one except for the fact
that the increase represents approx-
imately 10 to 11 per cent increases,
while living costs have mounted
from 33 to 62 per cent in the same
period.

Hamburgers, once a dime,, now
are twenty cents; a nickle glass of
milk is a dime today. Pie, once a
fifth cut for a dime, is now fifteen
cents for an eight cut.

Other prices are along the same
line. How the working man is ex-
pected to get along at this rate, no
one knows—or apparently cares.

NOW
Bv ADELAIDE ANNE PROCTER
RISE! For the day is passing,
And you lie dreaming on;
The others have buckled their

armour,
And forth to the fight are gone:

A place in the ranks awaits you,
Each man has some parts to play;

The Past and the Future are
nothing.

In the face of the stern Today.

Rise from your dreams of the
Future—

Os gaining some hard-fought
field;

Os storming some airy fortress,
Or bidding some giant yield;

Your Future has deeds of glory,
Os honor (God grant it may!)

But your arm will never be
stronger.

Or the need so great as Today.

Rise! Forte day is passing;
The sound that you scarcely hear

Is the enemy marching to battle—
Arise! For the foe is here!

Stay not to sharpen your weapons,
Or the hour will strike at last.

When from dreams of a coming
battle,

You may wake to find it past!

! IN THE WIND
From THE NATION

WE THE PEOPLE: In answering
a recent poll by the University of
Denver’s National Opinion Re-
search Center, only 21 per cent of
the persons questioned said they
had ever heard of the Bill of
Rights.

OF THE UNITED STATES: Jeff
| Davis, king of the Hobos of Amer-
ica, Inc., ,has announced, in Chi-
cago, that hobos are staying off the
rods “as part of their patriotic

I activities in aiding reconversion.”

IN ORDER TO FORM A MORE
PERFECT UNION: Gerald L. K,
Smith says in The Cross and the
Flag: “Wheeler made a mistake . . .

He thought it was good politics to
deny or mildly repudiate those of
us who have been his frinds and
admirers through the years . . . The
repudiation of old friends who may
have been smeared is bad politics
. . . Young, new, and fighting Na-
tionalists realize that there is only
one way to be a Nationalist, and
that’s all-out for your friends and
supporters all the time.”

ESTABLISH JUSTICE: Joe Louis
Barrow has been ruled not accept-
able as a candidate for inclusion in
“Who’s Who.” James Joseph Tun-
ney has been listed in that refer-
ence book since 1938.

INSURE DOMESTIC TRAN-
QUILLITY: The July issue of Writ-
er’s Digest carried an article ad-
vising authors on how to write for
religious publications. Among other
helpful hints, it advises authors
specifically to avoid using:

evolution (as a word and as an
idea)

social gospel (the idea and the
word connected with it)

brotherhood of man (word and
idea)

racial equality (word and idea) !
tolerance (word and idea).

PROVIDE FOR THE COMMON!
DEFENSE: Two “colonels” in New i
Bern, North Carolina, have organ- \
ized the Confederate Air Force.

PROMOTE THE GENERAL;
WELFARE: A discharged Ameri-1
can veteran living in Mexico City i
has applied to the Veterans’ Ad- ;
ministration for aid under the G.I. !
Bill of Rights to finance him in
studying bullfighting.

AND SECURE THE BLESSINGS \
OF LIBERTY: An Associated Press;
dispatch reports that a churchman
just returned from Europe told a
recent W.C.T.U. convention that
“America is on a ‘lost weekend
binge’ which is imperiling its rela-
tions with Russia.” He added that
“a drunken America can’t com-
pete with a sober Russia.”

A COLUMNIST in the St. Paul
Pioneer Press writes about a bus-
load of state conservation commis-
sioners and fisheries men being
taken on a three-day tour of Min.
ncsota’s north country. “They were
impressed,” he declared. “As one,
R. P. Hunter of Connecticut, put
it: ‘All men are created aqual—if
they come to Minnesota.” The re-
mark was prompted by the sight
of a flock of mallards and teal in
a small pond two miles from the
city limits.”

THE TIME CAPSULE: Last week
some nameless but immortal Man-
hattan moppet descended from the
world of his elders into an East
Side subway station and, eschewing
the conventional pornography,
chalked on the wall in foothigh
letters: “MISERY!”

. . . THERE IS NO PEACE
Taylorville (Illinois) PMWA

(Progressive Miners of America)
members in charge of the recent
memorial services there attempted
to arrange for use of the circuit
court room for the services 'in
event of bad weather at the ceme-
tery.

They were politely but firmly in-
formed that for services in honor
of the dead of World War 11, the
court room was available.

But for services to honor the
memories of those who fell in the
war for union freedom—nothing
doing!

And this is 1946!—The Progres-
sive Miner.

FULLY POSTED
“Hadn’t you better go and tell

your master?” said the British mo-
torist to the farmer's boy, who
stood looking at the load of hay
upset in the lane by a collision.

“He knows,” replied the boy.
"Knows? How can he know?”
“ ’Cos he’s under the hay!”

When one associates with vice,
it is but one step from compan-
ionship to slavery.

How to be a Capitalist
“CAPITAL what most people

can’t get.”
This definition of capital, which

was given by Edgar F. Kaiser, son
of the shipbuilder and auto manu-
facturer, Henry J. Kaiser, before
the House merchant marine com-
mittee recently, is a pretty good
one.

At least it is closer to the truth
today than the old myths about
capital. “Every man is a capitalist
under the American way,” the big
boys have always chanted. Their
pretty make-believe has been that
if you’re a carpenter who owns a
hammer you’re the same kind of
capitalist as the guys who own Rep-
ublic Steel; and that if you’re a
school teacher with a share in Gen-
eral Motors you’re sitting around
the mahogany table with the board
of directors saying how the melon
should be cut.

The idea was that if you didn’t
have capital it was just because
you were too shiftless to drop the
necessary nickels into your piggy
bank.

Now along comes Mr Kaiser and
impolitely mentions the fact, in
effect, that you have to have more
than a hammer to start a heavy in-
dustry. You need big hunks of cap-
ital, and capital is what most peo-
ple don't have. This is the grim
side of the capitalistic picture.
Fewer and fewer people are getting
to control more and more of the
national wealth.

But it aint necessarily so.

THIS CAPITALIST TALKED TO MUCH
“Financial World,” a big business publication, has sent us a re-

print of an article written by its vice-president, Henry L. Vonderlieth,
which was published in its October 9 issue.

What Mr. Vonderlieth says is that workers are all wrong in be-
lieving that stockholders are robbing workers. And then he quotes
figures which, with the aid of a little arithmetic, show exactly why it is
that the capitalist private-profit system results in insecurity and de-
pression as well as class strife.

Mr. Vonderlieth points out that the ‘‘average stockholder” receives
only $l9l in dividends. But when farther down in his story he says
that actually corporations are owned by about 15 million investors,
he enables us to figure out that close to $3,000,000,000 of the wealth
that people create by working is handed to somebody who docs nothing
more useful than owning.

There is an element of injustice in that division which should
arouse the ire of Americans whose chief interest is the interest of a
wage-earner and not that of a dividend-taker. Why should so much
money be handed out as payment for owning?

But more important is the question—which Vonderlieth failed
cither to ask or answer—of how that THREE THOUSAND MILLION
DOLLARS is divided. Our guess is that the lion’s share goes to very few
people. And newspaper reports of high executive salaries compel the
conclusion that the few people who get the big dividends are the same
people who get the six-figure salaries which are taken before dividends
are declared and which serve as a device for robbing the small stock-
holder as well as the worker.

The flow of all those billions into a few hands explains Why it is
that, even in normal times, workers are not able to buy the fruits of
their labors. The high salary dollars and the big dividend dollars are
not spending dollars, but investing dollars. It is inevitable that they
should cause a surplus to accumulate that results in unemployment
on the home front and drives the nation to imperialism and war on
the international front.

Frankly, we don’t believe workers should be too greatly interested
in knowing exactly how much is taken from them by owners. We think
the whole rotten racket of production for the profit of owners should
be outlawed. There is only one good reason why any individual shouid
produce anything. That reason is to own and use the fruits of his own
labor.

Os course, as Mr. Vonderlieth suggests, without profits private-
profit business could not exist. But, being Socialists, we don’t want it to
exist. We want to replace it with an arrangement under which all the
people will own the jobs of the nation and also own the $3 billons
annually that is admittedly given to non-workers. Even the small
stockholder, who risks his all and gets so little out of the capitalist
racket, ought to see the advantage in what Socialism offers.—Reading
Labor Advocate.

“Freedom of Speech" for the Employer
Many crimes are committed in the name of “freedom of speech.”

For example, the National Association of Manufacturers, and other anti-
union groups, are constantly insisting that an employer should be pre-
mitted to tell his employes just what he thinks of unions.

Os course, it all depends on when the employer makes his speech.
If his employes are considering the advisability of forming a union, it
would obviously be unfair for the employer to interfere, for that would
be “coercion” in a very real sense.

It would be quite a different rhatter for the employer to do his
talking when the question of forming a union was not before the
workers.

The foes of labor say that “no injustice can be done” by an em-
ployer presenting his views to his workers at any time. However, any
man who has ever worked for another man knows that “a word from
the boss” can be almost as effective as a crack from a club.

In fact, more so, because, under certain conditions, if a worker dis-
regards the boss’ advice he may lose his job. Loss of his job, when em-
ployment is scarce, may mean the breadline for his family and himself
—Labor.

WHY WE'VE BEEN SILENT
Perhaps you expected us to have something to say about the trial

and execution of Nazi leaders. Well, there’s at least two reasons why
we haven’t:

1. We have no defense to offer for the wanton Nazis’ murder
of innocent people.

2. We haven’t forgotten who it was that wiped out thousands
of civilians by dropping atom bombs on two Japanese cities.

Nope, we’re neither proud, exultant, resentful nor satisfied. Our
disapproval of slaughter is much stronger than our dislike for execu-
tions. So, being just common-run Americans, we feel better when we
keep quiet about such things.

Is our face red? Let’s change the subject. Reading Labor
Advocate.

There is truth in what Kaiser
says. There is also truth in the
“every man a potential capitalist”
view.

There is yet another truth. That
is that capital is created by the
people who use the products—only
they don’t keep it. The people are
constantly creating capital and
giving it away.

Capital results from the fact that
people are constantly paying more
for things than it costs to make
them.

That’s where the co-ops come in.
Co-ops arc a method the only
method we sec in these days of
monopoly capital—by which you

I really can start with a piggy bank
and end up with a heavy industry.

The co-ops, the consumers who
create the capital by their buying,
get it back through their patronage
returns, and keep it by investing
it again in co-ops shares.

It’s not as fast as government
contracts, Mr. Kaiser, but it works.
—Co-op News.

AWAKENS!
Only recently has Bermuda, a

peaceful island in the Atlantic, ad-
vanced from the horse- and buggy
days. Before the war automobiles
were not allowed there*

Further evidence of an awaken-
ing from a Rip Van Winkle sleep
was the introduction in the assem-
bly of a bill to legalize unions.
Unionism in this British colony
hitherto has been unknown.—La-
bor.


