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A STATEMENT CF FACTS
There seems to be much confusion as to our economic condition and

the problem of wages and prices. Scarcely a day goes by without a yarn
in some newspaper to the effect that when wages go up there roust fol-
low the corresponding rise in prices. Many newspapers are printing the
lie that our entire reconversion and production program has been
stymied.

First, let’s see about wages and prices. The truth is that wages have
not brought, on higher prices. Wages have lagged far behind prices. The
price increases the public must pay today have soared far beyond the
ability of the wage-earners to meet them. Incidentally, profits are at an
all-time high as well. The reports of the big corporations themselves
furnish ample proof of this fact.

Now what about wages? After a survey of the problem, the Fed-
eral Trade Commission’s statisticians report that wr ages average only
25 percent of the cost of production. Thus, when wages go up 10 percent
such a wage raise might force a price boost of two and one half percent.

Employers and associations which try to make the public be-
lieve that the price booosts are due to wage increases are deliberately
misrepresenting the facts. The wage increases in almost every instance
could be absorbed without raising prices.

Industry and business are not being plunged into chaos. In fact,
Ihey found a wa» to make eleven billion dollars in profits in 1945 after
paying taxes, though profits in the peacetime years of 1926 to 1939
averaged slightly less than four billion. The official report of the Na
tional City Bank of New York for 1946 says that “profits are almost
double that of the preeciding quarter.” National Dairy, the .nation’s
largest dairy company, and Bordens’ show profits of 70 and 50 percent
higher than in the same period of 1945. Goodyear Tire profits are up
100 percent in a year. American Woolen Company profits are 200 per-
cent over last year.

The truth: wage increases have not brought on the present high
prices; they are due almost entirely to eagerness lor high and still higher
profits.—The Progresive Miner.

CAN YOU DO WITHOUT?
Mr. Americus Dubb is a determined optimist and a good democrat.

However, we did expect some kind of rise out of him when, after a hasty
look at the headlines we informed him that Truman’s surrender to the
meat profiteers had sent hog prices soaring to 30 cents a pound on the
hoof.

For a moment—a very brief moment—a look of dismay appeared
dimly in the far corner of Mr. Dubb's left eye. But our hope of an out-
burst was shattered by the words that greeted our announcement.

'•Well,” said Mr. Dubb in a ton of virtuous resignation, “I can do
without meat.”

We've been thinking the matter over and have come to the conclusion
that Mr. Dubb can indeed do without meat. Why not; aren't Chinese
coolies “doing without” almost everything except a handful of rice now
and then? And aren’t the Americus Dubbs as good as a “Chink”?

We believe Mr. Dubb could “do without” almost anything—except
his memories of Franklin D. Roosevelt. We wish we were his boss. We’d
like to make him happy by taking a few dollars out of his pay envelope
each week. Why not; he could “do without” 'em!

We think Mr. Dubb should be thankful to whoever iv was coined
the phrase “Buyers’ Strike.” It gives him a high-sounding reason for
“doing without” things. Otherwise somebody might think that he was
passing up pork chops because he couldn’t afford them. Reading
Labor Advocate.

"A LETTER TO
DR. PRESTON BRADLEY"

Bv LOUISE B. JERSEY
Dear Dr. Preston Bradley:

I have been a listener of your
program for a long time, but never
before was I more interested in it
than at present. Your program is
one of the better programs of the
air, and if you succeed in helping
at least some of the people to better
thinking, you have inded accom-
plished a difficult task.

I was deeply interested in the
letter you read over the air Friday
evening. Sept. 27, 1946. I am speci-
fically referring to the letter writ-
ten by the young man who sug-
gested a peace training program at
our University’s and who also
urged having a secretary of peace
at Washington. It is a splendid idea,
and much credit should be given
this young man who wrote you that
fine letter. But on the other hand
I do not readily agree with that
writer. To begin educating a Uni-
versity student for peace is quite
too late. Statistics will show you
that only an average of two out of
every 100 high school students en-
ter a University or College. This
of course would prove to be quite
unsatisfactory, in as much as not
enough students would benefit
from an education for peace. To
succeed at all in a program such as
this, we would therefore have to
begin with our children in the
primary grades and kep traveling
right up. Starting a program of
educating for peace in a University
is like starting a pupil in the prim-
ary grades at the age of 18 years or
over. That education for peace
would not be instilled in the minds
of those students let us say—as
deeply—as if that same education
for peace was instilled in that of a
child. It is quite obvious however,
that a program such as this would
have to be accepted Universally,
in order to have any significance
at all.

To succeed at all in a program
such as this it is quite obvious that
there would have to be a Universal
adjustment and changes in public
school system. We would need to
teach social relations in their right
light and truth, and not covered
up propaganda as is usually the
case. We would have to learn to
abolish race discrimination which
is still going on in our own coun-
try as strong as ever, and of course
which is also going on strongly in
foreign countries as well.

I am reminded of an interesting
article written by Miss Pearl Buck
quite some time ago which was on-

titled "Is It Only a War to Save
European Civilization?” We talk
so lightly about ‘‘civilization”—yet
what does that word mean? To me,
the true word “civilization” would
mean the end of all wars. The word
“civilization” should portray the
picture to live free and happy, with
a full measure of security, without
fear of tyranny, or dictatorship,
without fear of war or any form
of aggression. We, as people of this
world are now merely beginning
to pass out of barbarism step by
step. The time is still a long way of
before the peoples of this world
can truthfully call themselves real-
ly civilized. But we are trying to
reach that goal, and because we are
trying, some day we will find that
task accomplished. There will come
a day when wars will have to cease
forever. It will take much time of
intelligent men and women to ac-
complish this world wide planning
of tomorrow, but a planning there
will have to be—not a dictatorship
—but a wise careful and intelligent
planning of some sort. A “civiliza-
tion” of this kind would have to
mean a United World, United
Friendship, United Trust, and Unit-
ed Honesty. The men and women
of today will prove to be merely
the stepping stones for the men and
women of tomorrow toward ac-
complishing this true “civilization.”
One of the greatest French writers,
Emile Zola, wrote these famous
lines which I admire greatly
quote— “The world must be con-
quered not by force of armies, but
by ideas.” But, in order to conquer
the world with ideas we must first
educate the poples of the world
aiong a sound and unified policy of
clear thinking. If you ask the ques-
tion—but, can this be done?—the
answer is “Yes!”

UNUSUAL
America isn’t alone in having

odd and unusual strikes. For exam-
ple, croupiers at the Monte Carlo
casino in France went on a “sit-
down’ in a fight for a 25 cents pay
raise. That shut down gambling in
the famous establishment for the
first time in 80 years.

In Britain, a lot of toothaches
went unattended as dentists staged
a “strike” against the government,
ryefusing to accept patients under
the national health insurance sys-
tem unless the government granted
them higher fees.

Spain’s Franco announced that
newspapers anchanagazines will be
prohibited from printing pictures
of girls in bathing suits. No press
freedom!—From The New Leader.
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WHEN DO WE EAT?
Whether or not there are 60,000,000 jobs, as advocated by Henry

Wallace we don’t know but we wonder what good any kind of a job
is when one can’t buy the elementary necessities of life with wages
such as they are after various payroll deductions.

Clothes, work or dress, are absolutely bogus; they arc neither
warm in the winter nor cool in the summer and are in nowise service-
able. It must be much more trouble to make shoes that will come apart
in a few weeks than to sew them right.

There is plenty of beef, pork and mutton on the hoof but none to be
had in the butcher shops. The components of the available lunch meat
loafs and potted meats should be used to make dog biscuits and fertilizer
instead of being sold at fancy prices. « Doubtless the power politicians
who are playing for world favor with American eats are afraid to send
such junk to other countries.

If the needy of the recent depression times were given for nothing,
the kind of meals now sold for heavy prices in restaurants their leaders
would be hounding the public welfare officials.

The American people are a patient and good natured lot, but once
aroused, are vicious. If the packers, politicians and the alphabetical
agencies do not cut out their clowning, they may awake some morning
to find their playhouse wrecked.—Miners Voice.

Double-Edged
Sword Against
Monopolies

The approaching postwar crisis
of inflation, depression and the
threat of further world war forces
the consumers cooperative move-
ment to re-examine its historic
position regarding its relationship
to government.

The most fundamental problem j
of the coming crisis is that of unres- :

trained concentration of econom-!
ic power in the hands of monopoly j
capitalism. Thru finance and busi-
ness organizations such power is
continuing to be used increasingly
to exploit the economic well-being
of people. Such a trend is rapidly
carrying out nation into a state of
economic and government fascism
which, among other things, destroys
the democratic right of people to
organize and to operate coopera-
tives.

People in this nation may take
action to protect themselves against
the abuses of monopoly capitalism
thru two institutions—their govern-
ment and their cooperatives.

Their use of government for this
purpose has been largely ineffective
because the monopolies rather than
the people have usually controlled
the government. Nevertheless, thru
its trust busting activities, the gov-
ernment has materially aided in
breaking up some of the more vici-
ous monopolies and restraining the
formation of others. In the per-
formance of this function the gov-
ernment would be far more effec-
tive if people would gain greater
control of it and insist that its full
powers be used in preventing or in
regulating monopolies in the public
interest. People should, therefore,
work thru their cooperatives as one i
means of gaining greater control
of their government.

The anti-monopoly action of gov-
ernment is at best, however, nega-
tive. The evils of monopoly cannot
be eliminated by governmental ac-
tion alone. Unless people work
thru cooperatives to provide eco-
nomic service for themesleves, the
destruction of one monopoly by
government only creates a vacuum
into which other monopolies can
and usually do develop. It is for
this reason that people in their
fight against monopolies must work !

thiu both their cooperatives and
their government.

However, people have not yet
pooled sufficient resources in their
cooperatives to cope successfully
with many of those actions of mo-
nopolies which are carrying us
headlong into an economic crisis.
It is not likely that they will do so
in the time that remains for cor-
lective action. In order to step up
sufficiently their economic activ-
ities, they need the resources which

j millions of people, now, outside of
i the cooperative movement, have
pooled in their democratic govern-

j ment. Some of these resources have
j already been utilized thru the Bank

| of Cooperatives and the Rural Elec-
' trification Administration. Much
more assistance of this type would
be provided by the government if
cooperatives developed the proper
means thru which to request and
to utilize it.

In view of the people’s desperate
fight against the abuses of monop-
oly capitalism and the limitations
in the present situation of their ac-
tion thru either government or co-

| operatives alone, this Congress ac-
cepts as a fact the necessity for co-
operatives and the government to
work together more closely in the
future than they have in the past.

The Congress, therefore, directs
the League’s Board of Directors to
analyze and subsequently to deve-
lop such positive working relations
with government as will enable
people who are working to fight
monopolies thru either government
or cooperatives to give each other
increased assistance in realizing
their common objective.—Resolu-
tion adopted by the National Co-
operative Congress, at Columbus,
Ohio.

AN OVERSIGHT
The British officer gazed stern-

ly at the private who had been
brought before him.

“Did you call the sergeant a
liar?” he demanded.

“I did, sir.”
“And a twister?”
“Yes, sir.”
“And did you go on to describe

him as a pop-eyed, knock-kneed,
black-blighted stooge?”

The private hesitated. Then,
with -a note of regret in his voice,

1 he replied: “No sir. I forgot that!”

Labor Should
Have It All

Leaders of organized labor are
loud and frequent in their declara
tions favoring a “free” economy
We, on the contrary, are opposed tc
what is called “free”—wrongly be-
cause it is controlled by private
owners—and declare for an eco
lomy that will be controlled by the
American people.

There are a number of reasons
why we cannot compromise on thal
lifference of opinion. For one
thing, we think it has been amply
lemonstrate that the greater the
reedom of private business the less
recdom ordinary workers have.

Another reason is the fact that un-
der the kind of economy we now
have workers have to divide the
fruits of their labor with owners
—and we don’t want anybody to
be paid anything merely for own-
ing something.

We think that labor should have
it all; or, as early Socialist soap-
boxers used to say: “the full social
value of the product of their toil.”

Since we appeal to workers as a
class, we are constantly in head-on
collision with those leaders of or-
ganized workers who are content
with an arrangement under which
a few cwn that everybody needs
and collect a rake-off for owning.

Despite the fact that they believe
that working people are missing
an opportunity and subjecting
themselves to many costly strug-
gles which would not be necessary
f the means of life were brought
under social ownership. Socialists
lave always stood ready to aid and
support woikers in their battles
against pi ivate-profit industry.

But that dees not mean that we
believe that workers act wisely
when they vote to continue the sys-
tem under which the evils they
suffer are inescapable. Reading
Labor Advcoate.

UNEMPLOYMENT
COMPENSATION

Manufacturers and employers
generally fear an increase in week-
ly compensation pay during periods
of unemployment.

They point out that in ten years
they’ve paid out of their own pock-
ets. so they claim, the huge sum of
little more than ten billion of dol-
lars. Os this sum, one-third has
been paid out as unemployment
compensation, the balance remains
for future payment.

Employers cry with alarm at
any proposed increase.

Their claim that it comes out of
their pockets is pure unadulterated
eye-wash. It comes out of their pro-
fits—profits built by their workers.

Their claim that workers prefer
unemployment pay to jobs is more
baloney. Except for discharged
service men, who feel, and perhaps
rightly so that they are entitled to
a little vacation, not one man in a
thousand with family responsibili-
ties, prefer that weak tea dole to a
man - sized job and man - sized
wages.

The Chicago Journal of Com-
merce points out that approxim-
ately 58,000 workers in Illinois are
drawing unemployment compensa-
tion as an argument against in-
creasing the dole because it keeps
people idle. Isn’t it a shame that
58,000 are unemployed, represent-
ing a total of approximately 2 per
cent of the total working popula-
tion? Just think of it—banish un-
employment compensation to stifle
98 per cent of the workers because
two per cent are drawing it!—The
Progressive Miner.

"IT'S A VERY HOPEFUL
SIGN"

From the “Letters to the Editor”
column of “Wall Street Journal,”
we cull the following:

“I dropped into a tenant’s office
and while there for about 10 min-
utes two men came in wanting
work. My tenant had run an ad-
vertisement for two days, wanting
common laborers.

“And this tenant said he had
been contacted either over the tele-
phone or in his office, by at least
a hundred men, all wanting work.

“This is the first time in several
years that I have an associate tell
me he had been able to turn work-
ers away in numbers to amount to
anything. It’s a very hopeful sign.”

That’s probably the view of a
great number of benighted business
men. “Unemployment is a hopeful
sign!” Undoubtedly, that’s true if
business men want the country to
go through another depression like
the one which shook the republic
after the stock market crash in ’29.

We barely escaped disaster that
time. Perhaps we won’t be so for-
tunate next time. In that event, the
gentleman who wrote to the “Wall
Street Journal” may not have a
tenant. He may be digging into a
garbage can in some out-of-the-
way alley, hoping to find a crust
to satisfy his hunger. By that time
he will no longer think the sight

YUGOSLAVIA FACES
STARVATION AT START
OF NEW YEAR

Belgrade.—ON A—With the fail-
lure of the harvest and the cessa-
tion of all UNRRA aid at the end of
the year, Yugoslavia faces starva-
tion by January 1947.

According to official sources,
Yugoslavia must import a minimum
of 500.000 tons of grain. The corn
harvest alone is 40 per cent of nor-
mal this year, despite the increased
acreage under cultivation, because
of the lack of rain. The most seri-
ous consequence of this deficit is
that peasants have found it neces-
sary to slaughter even those few
cattle and hogs that were left after I
the Nazi occupation. Few areas of j
the country are able today to sup-
port their cattle.

Yugoslavia can expect very little
relief from the European grain-pro-
ducing regions, such as the Ukraine
or Rumania, both of which areas
have also been hard hit by the
drought. The only bright spot in
the picture so far is the report by
UNRRA that through a readjust-
ment of prices in UNRRA’s Balkan
stockpile, there may be an addi-
tional $3,000,000 available with
which the relief organization hopes
to buy 80,000 tons of grain. It is
pointed out, however, that this is
positively the last money available
to UNRRA, and this is only a drop
in the bucket in view of the fact
that Yugoslavia must herself pro-
cure the 420,000 tons necessary.

Officials of the Ministry of Agri-
culture say that the government is
making every effort to raise its
grain collection by such means as
raising the price by 300 dinars
($6.00) per ton, but even this meas-
ure is expected to net very little
more since the pasant must keep
back grain and corn for feeding his
livestock.

of idle men, seeking jobs where
there are no jobs, is “a very hope-
ful sign.”—Labor.

"FREEDOM OF SPEECH"
FOR THE EMPLOYER

Many crimes are commited in the name of “freedom of speech. - ’
example, the National Association of Manufacturers, and other anti-

union groups, are constantly insisting that the employer should be per-
mitted to tell his employes just what he thinks of unions.

Os course, it all depends on when the employer makes Tiis speech,
-f his employes are considering the advisability of forming a union, it
would obviously be unfair for the employer to interfere, for that would
be “coercion” in a very real sense.

It would be quite a different matter for the employer to do his
.alking when the question of forming a union was not before the
workers.

The foes of labor say that “no injustice can be done” by an em-
ployer presenting his views to his workers at any time. However, any
man who has ever worked for another man knows that “a word from
ihe boss” can be almost as effective as a crack from a club.

In fact, more so, because, under certain conditions, if a worker dis-
regards the boss’ advice he may lose his job. Loss of his job, when
employment is scarce, may mean the breadline for his family and
himself.

A SECONDARY WAR PROFIT
From Washington comes the news that government agencies are

handling out valuable information, ‘useful in industrial operations, to
the private-profit interests who have grown rich by supplying the needs
of the war.

Here is a secondary profit that a few people are going to reap from
the sacrifice and slaughter that has victimized the American people.

We call attention to the fact that the government is handing scien-
tific information to corporations, not because we think that such facts
and figures as the government has should be hidden or destroyed. How-
ever, we do object to permitting private interests to use information to
make further war profits at the public’s expense.

Giving the fruits of scientific study to the privateers of capitalism
is part of the capitalist racket just as much as was the failure of the
Roosevelt administration to plan in advance to use for the public wel-
fare industries that were built and equipped by the use of many millions
of the people’s dollars.

If the investment was public money, the material and knowledge
gained by such money should now be used by and for the public
welfare.

When the war broke upon the nation private capital lost its taste
for private capitalism and refused to capitalize the additional plants
needed to supply the nation’s needs. But now that the government has
something to give they are ready to take.

Big business, much more than workers who demand more wages,
are always on the “gimme” side—especially when what they get is a
chance to make easy money for a long time to come.—Reading Labor
Advocate.

Europe Stirs
One of the most significant events since the end of war in Europe

was the recent step of the Australian Parliament. The Parliament In-
dicated that the country was suffering under the ministrations of the
Four Powers, that recovery was being held up because each of the
occupying powers had no interest in the lives of the Austrian people,
but seemed concerned primarily with acting tough toward each other

An agreement among the three parties—the Socialist, Peoples Party
and the Communists—called for a foreign policy which would restore
Austria’s independence, which was theoretically guaranteed by the
Moscow Declaration, end all military occupation, and generally give
Austrians the right to govern themselves.

The Austrian declaration of independence is aimed at all the oc-
cupying armies and is especially designed to counteract the continued
stripping of the country by the Russian armies. It indicates that the
people of Europe are ready to undertake the rebuilding of the continent
if freed of the burden of reparations and occupying armies. This stirring,
when it spreads to the other countries of the continent, will mean that
out of the ruins of the war may come the demand for a free, federated
Europe.—The Call.

! British Spokesman Admits
Chetnics Employed as
Guards In Italy

Rome, Oct. 27. (ONA) The
charge made by the Socialist organ
Avanti of Rome late last week that
the British authorities have brought
anti-Tito Chetnik troops into the
North of Italy, to replace members
of Gen. Wladislaws Anders’ Sec-
ond Polish Corps, has been denied
officially by the British as false,
and unofficially by one American
Army officer as a “damned lie.”

Following .the official denial,
however, a British spokesman ad-
mitted that there were a “few Chet-
niks employed in that area as
guards under the British adminis-
tration.” Their status, he said, was
still not altogether clear.

According to Avanti, Chetnik
divisions have been entering the
Emilia Dept, (province) for some
weeks. “It is known,” the news-
paper asserted, “that these Chetniks
are Serb partisans who finnshed by
making common cause with Hitler.
We cannot admit that they should
remain in Italy to be part of the
Allied armies in our provinces. We
ask that they be sent to America.
If it pleased the British and the
Americans to arm them, let them
do so, but not on our territory.”

The charges of Avanti have at
least been partially confirmed by
several American and British cor-
respondents who drove through the
northern area in question within
the week past, and one of whom re-
ports that he counted 17 Chetniks
as he drove through the streets of
Bologna. Two were acting as
guards of an Allied patrol depot
and another as a guard of a British
Transient barracks.

TIME MARCHES ON
The Gay Nineties: A gig and a

girl. *

The Roaring Twenties: A fliv-
ver and a flapper.

The Nineteen Forties: A plane
| and a Jane.


