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HOW "SHATTERED" MUST AMERICA BE?
We offer for the thoughtful consideration* of our readers the gist

of a recent of statement by Walter Lippmann, one of America’s best-
informed and most-serious columnists:

“The struggle for Europe is between Communists and Socialists.
The foreign policy of the British Labor Party is adjusted to that fact,
the shattered economy of Europe cannot be restored by private enter-

prise. Hard as it ivill be for us to accept the view that socialism is ne-»
cessary in Europe, we shall have to accept it if want peace and recon-
struction.’’

Having read that reasoned estimate of what is necessary in that
part of the world that has been shattered by war, we find ourselves
wondering whether the people of these United States will be foolish
enough to wait until their economy is shattered and the going gets so
tough that nothing else will suffice before heading along the Socialist
road.

How shattered must we Americans become before the people of
litis nation decide—rather than yield to tiic pressure of circumstances
—to adopt the Socialist way of life.

Surely, if Socialism is the only system that will rcscu large popu-
lations from the evil effects of capitalism, it would be much to the
advantage of people in more stable conditions, and far easier, to adopt
the same good way of life.

About the most foolish and costly action any generation can take
is that of holding fast to that which produces bad results. Intelligent
people don t wait until an absessed molar infects their whole system
before having the offending tooth extracted. No matter how useful the
tooth migh have been in the past, when it outlives its usefulness and
becomes a positive menace reason demands its removal.

Lippmann tells us that capitalism has brought Europe to the point
when we shall have to accept Socialism—for Europe! Are we Americansgoing to wait for compulsion equally as bitter before we establish Social-
ism in America?—Reading Labor Advocate.

Denial of Free Speech
America, which has always and rightfully prided itself on its

jelaous regard for free speech, now denies that right to labor.
In the great crisis which confronts the Nation today, the voice of

labor has been arbitrarily silenced.
More than 400,000 soft coal miners, members of the United Mine

Workers of America, have left the coal pits entirely on their own voli-
tion because they consider their contract terminated. No orders or in-
structions for a walkout were issued by the union or its officials.

To say that the coal stoppage has been condemned in the press,
over the radio and through every other facility of public communication
would be the ultimate of understatement.

A veritable torrent of viililicatiQn and abuse has been let loose
against the union and its president, John L. Lewis.

The public has heard no reply. It has heard and it continues to hear
only one side of the case. The union and its leaders are silent. So mustevery other person in America remain silent, no matter how sympathetic
he may be to the miners’ cause.

Why this silence?
The answer is not far to seek. The War Labor Dispute Act, still inc .fcct, even thought the war ended more than a year ago, specifically

'orbids any organization or person from doing or saying anything which
may be interpreted as ‘ encouraging” a walkout in any plant or mine
seized and operated by the Government.

Thus free speech in the current coal case is made a criminal offense.
We are making this statement because we do not believe the public

understands these circumstances and may misinterpret the enforced
silence imposed by law upon labor.—AFL News Service.

The Strike of the landlords
LANDLORDS IN SEVERAL WESTERN STATES have launcheda somewhat inverse “strike” against current rent ceilings by locking up

their empty houses until rents are boosted. As a publicity stunt, the
strike (or is it a lockout?) may have its merits. But as an economicweapon it is hardly to be taken seriously'. Existing laws protect tenants

against eviction, and the number of empty houses—as anyone knowswho has looked for one—is not large enough to provide very effective
bargaining power. The strike is, however, a subsidiary feature of a well-organized and apparently well-financed drive by realty interests to
force through a 15 per cent increase in rent ceilings. Although a recent
government survey shows that as a result of full occupancy and reduced
services landlords are enjoying profits from 25 to 43 per cent greaterbam before the war, some of the property owners apparently regard
this as small change compared with the profits that they might be
making if all controls were lifted. /\s long as the present acute housing
shortage exists, a “free market” in housing might conceivably push
rents to two or three times their present level. It is perhaps natural that
the recent Republican victory, and the sharp trend toward decontrolever the bulk of the economy should have caused 'andlords to cast alustful eye on the fleshpots that decontrol would give them. But if rents,
which constitute approximately one-sixth of teh average family’s livingcosts, are pushed up, the presure for hgher wages will be so much the
gi eater a prospect that not even a Republican Congress will relishThe Nation.

Miner's Wife Asks
"What Is Freedom ?"

Charleston, YV. Vu. (FP) The
case of the rank and file soft coal
miners was outlined Nov. 20 in a
letter to the editor of the Charles-
ton Daily Gazette as the shutdown
came between the United Mine
Workers (AFL) and the federal
government.

Written in a painstaking hand
“on behalf of 50 persons in Wes-
terly, W. Va., Mrs. Inez France
wrote:

I am a miners’ wife and we
have six children. This letter ex-
presses the sentiment of a large
group of miners and their wives.

“Our men are slaving from dark
to dark, it seems, with everyone
and everything against them. They
need shorter hours for health’s
sake, if nothing else. Cannot the
government and the operators see
this? It seems not.

Many were the sons of miners
who fought the last war. Even they
are not being treated fair since
their,return. I know that hearts are
still broken and bleeding over those
that died that we may be free.
What is freedom, in the minds of
those that control our government?
Why must the hard working minershave to fight so hard to get a de-
cent contract? They are no dumb
brutes. They are human.

“If the peoples of the world are

watching us in these United States,
I wonder what they see. If our
unions were outlawed, we’d be as
hungry as they in a month’s time.
I mean the poor people of America,
not the rich. But I think the labor-
ing class are the majority.

‘‘We want fair treatment, so that
we might be able to raise our fam-
ilies decently. How else can they
become good citizens?”

TYPOS GAIN
Something of a record in wage

gains has been set by the Columbia
Typographical Union in the na-
tion’s capital.

It won a 37-cent an hour increase
from the city’s newspapers; a 47-
cent raise from most commercial
printeries, and 31-cent boost at the
Government Printing Office—one
of the largest in the world. Rates
now range from $l.BB to $2.20 an
hour.

PAPER WORK
This may be one of the reasons

why the O.P.A. proved such a dis-
mal “flop.” During its five-year
sway, it piled up enough paper
work to fill 106,000 four-drawer
filing cabinets, or make a stack of
letter-sized folders 170 miles high.

One wit declared that when
O.P.A. disposes of its accumulation
of records there should be an end
to the paper shortage.
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Scandal of the Occupation
President Truman has joined the State and War departments in

opposing an investigation of American military government in Ger-
many. One can understand why, from the standpoint of our prestige
abroad, it may be unwise to wash dirty linen in public. But it is also
important that the American people understand our occupation policies,
and from that standpoint an investigation is sorely needed.

This was the hunch of Senator Kilgore last September when he
■sent a committee investigator to Germany. But after the investigator
had filed a confidential report, Secretary Byrnes and Senator Vandea-
berg dissuaded the committee majority from pursuing the inquiry. The
Republican members were dissatisfied. Somebody leaked the inves-
tigator’s report to the press, and now it seems certain that when the
Republicans take control of the committee in January there will be an
investigation.

Unfortunately the chances are very slim that we shall see the kino
of investigation that is really needed. Te most significant issue of our
occupation policies is the gap between our announced intentions and our
performance. We say we want to encourage democratic forces in the
enemy states; but our actions aid the very apostles of Fascist reaction
we once fought.

Frederick Kuh’s Berlin dispatches to The Sun and other corres-
pondence have reported the virtual collapse of denazification in the
American zone. It has been frequently charged that we are not breaking
up German cartels. A former colonel in the intelligence branch of A. M.
G. has testified that some Army officers cocupying influential economic
posts are businessmen in uniform, with commercial connections at home
that might prejudice them.

Here is the real scandal of the occupation that ought to be exDosed.
But publicity-hunting conservatives like Senators Brewster and Fergu-
son are unlikely to expose it. They will find much more to their taste
the secondary, though important, issue of demoralization of our troops.

INSTANCES of moral laxity, corruption, luxurious living and
black-market operations have, no doubt, occurea. These are the un-
happy fruits of conquest, as every conquering army since Caesar has
found out. Such problems arc easily distorted, easily overemphasized:
but they capture the headlines, and can be expected to receive more
attention than the deeper questions of broad occupation policy.

If a serious investigation of that question could be had, it certainly
should extend to Japan. Correspondents in Tokyo report increasing
signs of a subtle Army censorship on news at the source. According to
Drew Pearson, General MacArthur has lately informed the War De-
partment that if a delegation of newspaper executives is sent to study
ihe occupation there, he will not tolerate representatives of the San
Francisco Chronicle, the Daily Worker, the New York Herald Tribune,
PM, the Christian Science Monitor and The Chicago Sun.

Eliminating from the list the Daily Worker, which has its own fish
to fry, it will be noted that the one thing these papers have in common
is that they have darod to question the wisdom and liberalism of Amer-
ican occupation policies in Japan. They have dared to report facts which
suggest that the facade of democratization raised by General MacArthur
may conceal collaboration with the same old reactionary imperialists
who made Japan our mortal enemy.

This newspaper has not the faintest desire to be represented on a
hand-picked junket to Japan. But we consider it a sinister development
if General MacArthur is trying <to prevent free access to the facts by
those newspapers which have treated his regime as something less than
divine.—The Chicago! Sun.

IS MUNITIONS MAKING
ONLY ROAD TO
PROSPERITY?

Harvey W. Brown, cnief of the
Machinists, one of the largest labor
unions in the world, observed the
following paragraph in “Barron’s
National Business and Financial
Weekly,” which stands very high
on Wall Street:

“An armament boom is the only
ultimate major alternative now vis-
ible to a decline in business. Such
an armament program in the long
run appears inevitable if we don’t
want to commit national suicide,
but it isn’t in sight at present.”

And Mr. Brown, in an editorial
in the “Machinists’ Journal,” made
this comment:

“In other words, financial and
business experts are contending
there can be no continuity of opera-
tion of our industries, and that ab-
normal unemployment cannot be
avoided, unless we have periodical
armament booms. If such is the

fact, it is a terrible indictment
against our economic system.

“But there is another way for
our economy to operate without
business depressions and periodical
slaughtering and maiming of mil-
lions of men on battlefields.

“When wages or workers’ earn-
ings represent amounts that will
enable the toiler to buy the pro-
ducts and services of industry,
there will be steady employment
for all.”

“If organized greed again tail-
spins the nation into another busi-
ness depression and we have a re-
petition of those dark days we ex-
perienced in the early thirties, it
may mean the end of capitalism—-
which during World War II was,
for obvious reasons, referred to as
“free enterprise.” —Labor.

Heredity is something every man
.believes in until his son begins to
act like a fool.

The hair is the richest ornament
of women.—Luther.

Headlines And
Headaches

All the paraphernalia for peace
i" functioning under the klieg lights
at the session of the United Nations
Assembly and the Council Os For-
eign Ministers, but hese is one
week’s budget of news from world
capitals:

LONDON—Britain’s Labor Gov-
ernment proposed permanent peace-
time conscription. Winston Church-
ill was consulted in advance and
heartily approved.

THE HAGUE.—The Netherlands
Government has demanded 700
square miles of German territory,
including valuable mining conces-
sions, as balm for is war injuries.

MOSCOW.—The Soviet Govern-
ment is uprooting important Ger-
man factories and shipping them to
Russia, along with Germans who
worked the factories.

WASHINGTON. Undersecret-
ary of State William L. Clayton an-
nounced that the U. S. Government
should give a greater degree of di-
rect support to the investments of
foreign citizens in foreign coun-
tries whenever these investments
are in strategic minerals which are
in short supply here.

Rearmament, territorial aggran-
dizement, harsh reparation and en-
slavement of foreign peoples, and
dollar diplomacy—they’re all there

every one a breeder of war.
The speeches of the statesmen get

the headlines of today, but the acts
of the governments are storing up
headaches and heartaches for to-
morow.—The Progressive.

SONUS
A bonus for veterans of World

War II will be among the questions
popping up early in the next Con-
gress.

The legislative committee of the
Veterans of Foreign Wars sets the
pace. It demands “adjusted com-
pensation” up to $5,000.

That makes the World War I
bonps look like “chicken feed.”

All veterans would be paid $3
for each day of duty in this coun-
try, not to exceed $3,500, and $4
for each day served overseas, not
to exceed $4,500. An additional
$5OO would be paid veterans
wounded in action.

Deducted from the bonus would
be any benefits received under the
“G.I. Bill of Rights.”

WHO OWNS AMERICAN
BUSINESS?

The eitv of Soringfield has a popu-
lation of about 75,500. This repre-
sents one-twentieth of one per cent
of our total national population.

Yet one-twentieth of one per cent
of our TOTAL national population
owns more than 51 per cent of
ALL the corporation stocks in the
United States.

Next time your big corporations
advertise invnational publications
that the people own their corpora-
tions, write and tell them the true
facts.—The Progressive Miner.

ARGENTINE GOVT
FORBIDS USE OF
PACIFIST TEXTBOOK

Buenos Aires (ONA) —Argentine
schools have been forbidden to dis-
cuss “The Crime of War,” a volume
written by Juan Bautista Alberdi,
eminent Argentine humanist of the
19th century. The book is an ar-
gument in favor of peace.

Prohibition of the use of the
book' for educational purposes has
been ordered by the Ministry for
Public Instruction on grounds that
it would affect the prestige of the
armed forces and “tend to diminish
the heroic spirit of Argentine
youth.”

The ban has aroused indignation
on the part of some Argentine edu-
cators.

Becoming a Man
By Strickland Gillilan

I used to think, when I was small,
that all I need to do

To be a man, was just grow up.
That was before I knew

So much of grown-up males who
lack as much that manhood needs

As when they were but juveniles
and dreamed of manly deeds.

So I have learned this much,. at
least, since my life began:

It takes much more than growing
up to be a real man. ,

Fine breadth of vision, self-control,
boundless charity.

A gentler tongue, a stronger faith,
more perfect clarity

In spirit-vision; patience vast—-
more patience still, and more;

Wisdom to know—and to forget—-
all that has gone before;

Courage to smile though sorrow
fill unto its brim your cup—

More is required, to make a man,
than merely growing up!

It WAS NOT surprising this week
to read that one of our local clergy-
men had preached a sermon about
the sorry plight of the “great mid-
dle class”in the curent controversy
between the United Mine Workers
and the United States Government.

We have long been prepared for
such a statement because it is true
and because we have been warning
middle class Americans for quite
some time that they’d better hook
up with us Socialists and swap this
silly capitalist system in for a better
economy while the old social and
economic order still had some
trade-in value.

But no. The middle class ladies
and gentlemen those who were
middle class in their safety deposit
boxes and those who were only
middle class from their white col-
lars and up—insisted upon building
their hopes upon the economy of
interest and dividends so long as
there was even the smallest spot
upon which they could build, until]
now the fact that they are aboui
to be pushed from the scene lias
become so utterly evident that even
a preacher sees it.

Even yet, when the rising tide
of curency inflation is washing
about their ankles, most of the re-
spectables of that class are hoping
for a return of the “good old days”
and seeking to save themselves and
the value of their savings by fast-
ening the fetters of fascism upon
the limbs of truculent members of
that lower order called “the work-
ing class.”

IF OUR METAPHORS are scram-
bled, so is the thinking of the mid-
dle class.

They think they can hamstring
unions and still be free themselves.
Well, middle class Germans thought
so too when they cheered the trus-
sing of German labor. But it wasn’t
long before they had ample proof
that politics is one thing and eco-
nomics another, and that the tighter
workes are tied to owners the less
room there is in the middle.

Yes, dear friends of the middle
class, this is it.

Only you haven’t seen anything
yet. The coal situation is only a
signpost along the road' that is
carrying you to oblivion. And the
more controls are placed upon the
principals in this class struggle,
whether they be controls of labor or
controls of capital, the more of
you will be squeezed out of the
middle class and forced to find
places in some other class.

WHEN OUR PASTOR tells us
that the middle class is the “un-
derdog” he invites us to wonder
how anything that is in the middle
can also be at the bottom.

The explanation is, of course, that
the people for whom this clergy-
man speaks are not in the middle
class at all. It may be that they

OUR GREAT MIDDLE CLASS AT THE
END OF ITS ROPE-THEN WHAT?

By RAYMOND lIOFSES, Editor, Reading Labor Advocate

I once were there. But now they only
think they are. Socially &nd eco-
nomically they’re in the position
of the innocent bystander who, we
are told, always gets hurt. They’re
outsiders who can neither enter the
ranks of the capitalist class nor
make the mental adjustment that
will enable them to live happily as
mere wage earners. Truly, the
middle class needs a friend but,
unhappily, nobody needs the mid-
dle class any more.

WE ARE NOT saying all this to
hurt anybody’s feelings, but rather
to give the hapless hasbeens of an-
other era a clear look at them-
selves. When “income from in-
vestments” becomes inadequate
and when the value of savings
shrinks, then it’s time for the suf-
fering middle class to know that
their only hope of happiness lies
in the ranks of the workers.

The Farm Wife's
Worth

The value of the farmer’s wife
in helping him carry on the farm
business, was set at $69,000.00 by
the National Farm Electrification
conference in Chicago this month.

If the purchasing power of mo-
ney at present is considered, the
figure cannot be held to be a ceiling
price.

*

If the actual labor of the farm
woman is fairly measured, jt
amounts to the assessed valuation
of these United States. What hope
could there be for the food and
fibre this nation requires if the
women of our farms were with-
drawn? They provide both motive
and incentive for production on th£
farm. No mere man has yet been
able to run a real home without the
woman at his side.

$

The estimate is far short of actual
value. There is but one estimate
that comes near the truth. That was
writen by Solomon, 1,000 years B
C. He desscribed her and her work,
her faithfulness and love and de-
clared: “Her price is far above ru-
bies.” That somewhere near ap-
proximates the value of the good
wife on the farm and stands as the
ceiling today.—From the Farmers
Union.

THE MEAN LITTLE KID
A parson was visiting a home

and before leaving called for the
family Bible, to read a chapter
cf Scripture.

Bobby’s Father: Bobby, go and
get the Bible, you know, the Big
Book that we all read so much.

Bobby soon returned carrying a
large mail-order catalogue.

If you have knowledge, let oth-
ers light their candles at it.—Ful-
ton.
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| WHY NOT |

| BOOKS: for CLbtma. j
OUR SPECIAL OFFER
of SLOVENE BOOKS

» FOR $1 3
| "BEG IZ FEME"
|? Stories by Russian writers Andrejev,

Arcibasev , Cehov, Gorki, Turgenjev. xy x
1 "TRBOVLJE"g Poems by TONE SELISKAR.
| FOR $2 *

"JUG"
(P. Chocholousek) Historical novel of the *

& Balkans or

"BEG II TEME"
| (Be sure to state which book you desire.) *

| "BOZICNA PESEM V PROZJ"
& (Charles Dickens) Christmas Carol

| "PREPROSTE PESMI"
Poems by MILE KLOPCIC.

"VCERAJ je BILO, JUTRI BO" i
I? Children’s Stories. g
* FOR $3

ALL SIX BOOKS LISTED ABOVE
| ORDER TODAY!
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