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An interesting feature of the sia-|
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Capital Comment

BY CLYDE H. TAVENNER
Congressman frem the Fourteenth Cistrict

HENRY HOWLAND
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AN AMERICAN CARDINAL.

Statements made by Cardinal Gib-|
1 in a sermon at Baltimore the
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g eloped with Bessie Ridenbark, 14-

Ridenbark of Nutwood, An order
Noeyringham's arrest has been s

i. The gir! left home Friday. Two

r-.

5

re of bigam» The arrest grew
opement with Mrs George
Itom, Mo., wife of his em-

time. Neuringham took) 1

porancous history
she eould do 10 keeap

We asked the young lady across th

yud she sald
informed

Ifetime,

i

L4

il

to

¢ way if she were a student of contem-
¥ great extent and it was about all

ar
1 3 . re happeniong in her own

Liiings

LE:

now |
turning its attention to the problem |
|of ending i

limit be re-

charging |
"1 ean kardly keep frem turning from the

interest |
Banks |
3 and 4 per cent intersst on sav-!

3 per cent. |

be

it 1s Impwli

N THE COUNTRY

L -

I am longing for the pleasures that the
fleids alone can give

I am sick of being crowded
luckleg mlilions live,

I am yearning for the freadom that

farmer's boy enjors

where the

the
ducing ceaseles® noise,

Where the frost has made ths wattles of
the troubled rooster blue

| And the kitchen door-step’'s burfed under

snow & foot or two.

-
i

am sighing for the pleasure
farmer doubltless feels
As he wades cut in the mornings to give
Boss and Spor their medals;

How 1
wond upon the sled

And to have the joy eof chopping up the
chunks bahind the ghed;

city with its (ils
To go ourt and help tha farmer who is
doping for his chills,

What a 1oy ‘twould be to never have to
dodge or skip and jump;

And how sweet in rero weather It wounld
bs to thaw the pump;

How I lianker fur such gladness as the
farmer may pommess

While ke hns to do the milking when s
ten below or less;

I would say good-by forever to the city
It 1 could—

Gee,

YES I WOULD!

Ul

A Resentful Man.

*“l see that your wife's father and
mother are living with you now.”

Y g

“The old gentleman has permanent
ly retired from business, has he?"

“Retired? That's hardly the name
for it. He has been kEicked out.”

“I'm sorry to hear that. Didn't he
have anything saved up to keep Kim
and his wife in their old age?”

“Not a cent. [I'll have to support
them the rest of their lives.”

“Well, it's lucky that you are able
to do g0 "

“It may be Incky enough, but there's
one thing that mekes me mighty sore
whenever I think of It.”

“What's that?”

“The lofty wav in which the old
man asked me, when I told him I
wanted to marry his daughter, if 1
thought I would be able to support
her in the style to which she had been
accustomed.”

An Artistic Triumph.

“How did the moving picture of the
wedding turn out?”

“Oh, splendidly.

They caught the

up the telephone receiver.
“Send Birch in,” he ordered as a|

1 shock beaded office boy appeared.

“Yes, sir.”
Almost instantly the door opened to

admit a broad shouldered young man, |

alert of manner, with keen gray eyes

. | and resolute mouth.

*You wish to see me, Mr. Sloan? he

| asked.

long to be there helping to haul |
' returned the other eagerly.

The other nodded. *“Bit down there.
I say, Bob, there's been another one of
those confounded murders. It's Hin-

' man, the banker, this tdme.”

“Josiah Hinman?* Birch's eyebrows
went up. “Our greatest philanthropist
and the most harmless of men! What
are the details, sir?"

*“Oh, same as the other three. He
was found muardered in his bed this
moming. Doors of the house locked,

'no signs of windows being tampered

with, servants all old retainers, not an

| enemy in the world that we know
'abont., and yet found dead by his

| valet.”
Out thers wheres no busy buflders are pro- |

“How was it done?"
“In just the same manner as Flick-

'inger. the railroad king, and Benson.

who was, as you remember, Flickin-

| ger's right hand man—stabbed through

that the |
| make.

the heart with a dagger of foreign
I'm going up there, and I want

! you to come on with me.”

l

|
l
!

I'd ltke to be a farmer in the winter |

|

bride when she was knocked senseless
1

by being hit with an oid shoe, so that
it 1s just as natural as life.”

Profitiesa Thinking,
Manv a man who wishes ha
Might be praised as lavishly

As the famous are
Bits around and picks his teeath,
Thinking he was born beneath
An unlucky star,

S0 That the World May Know.

A good many widows get married
merely to show that they can, and not
because they have any liking for mat-
rimony.

Courage.
“What's the cause of all that yell
ing across the street”™

that."

“You know I'd like nothing better,”
“Mr. Hin-
man was very kind to me when I was
a bhoy. He gave me my first chance in
the world.”™

“] know. He's helpad a lot of other
wople too. He was a fine old chap.

)

BAW FOOTFRINTS IN THE DUST.

Funny bow they've picked out three
men nll interested in the L. B. M. rall-
road. I've no doubt the same gang
turned the three tricks."

“There wasn't a clew in the other
two cases,” mused Birch as the man-
ager's automobile stopped before
handsome stone house on the finest
avenue of the small city.

In five minutes they were in the
death chamber of the mansion and
Sloan was rapping out gquestions to the
agitated wvalet faster than the man
could find replies. When the interview
wnas concluded they were not much
wiser than before.

“I have not touched a thing, nor has
the doctor,” ended Blunt tearfully. “He
must have been asleep, for the papers
were folded on the bedside table, as
was his custom, and the light was out,
aithough the murderer might have done

“Very true,” said Sloan. *“Now, my

| man, if you will leave us alone"—

' and the two detectives were left alone |
in the room from which Mr. Hinman's |

Rlunt went out and closed the door,

body had been removed a short while |

after their arrival. The two men had
diligently searched the luxurious apart-

ment and after that every room in the |

house, and now they stood silently re-
garding the only clew at hand.
The slender, blood stalned dagger.
“What data have you concerning the

' Flickinger and the Benson cases?' ask-
! ed Sloan.

“The captain of our footbhall team is

over there having a tooth pulled.™

Who Rede in the Chariots With Them?

History Is curfously silent econcern-
ing the names of people who made up
the committees that were gent out to
meet Alexander and Omesar,

They Never Let Up.

One reason why men hate to admit
that they have been wrong is that
other people want them to keep on
admitting it over and over again.

The Saddie and the Steed.

It iz good to keep hoping for better
| things, but hope is merely a saddle
. that is to be placed upon the stasd

which is known as Effort,

Standing Prosperity.

Bome men are unable w0 stand pros-

| perity, but women can't stand the
| prosperity of their nelghbors.

Gloating Over the Victim.
“Your teeth are In pretty bad condi-
| tion.”

“They must be,” sighed the patient
| “You look so happy.”—Judge

|

Ae is bBalf done who has made &
! good beginning —0ld SBaring.

[ H

Birch referred to his memorandum

book

*The most important is that I learp- ;

men who bhad been
the rallroad company
to Mr.

ed that four
discharged by
bad threatened barm
ger and his secretary. [ could tind mo
trace of these men. It was said that
one of them was really a titled foreign-

| er down on his luck, that he had pass-

ed through sll the phases of good and

| bad fortune apd he bad falled to make

good.”

“f guess he's the man we're Imcr."1

said Sloan. “What name?”

“Vun Benjidek.™

“You'vre searched everr room in the
bouse, Birch?”’

“Yes, and had a man to take records
of all fioger prints. 1 say every room

the house.

| been through, and I've & opoticn W go

i

there agaln. Come with me.”

floan followed Bireh through the
hall and up a fight of stairs to the
third floor, where there were several
bedcbambers and a billiard room un-
der the mansard roof. From the pas-
gnze a door led into an open attic that
ran ncross the back of the house. A

LA B4
window =at the back overlocked the

| wing containing tbe servants’ quarters.

and overhead was a trapdoor leading
to the roof. A unarrow ladder led to
the trapdoor

they could se: that the dust of the

Flickin- |

Theres vne place I've | 1760—Birth at Clinton, Mass,,

have gained the roof of the wing and

| entered the house by the attic window

was at once dispelled.

Snddenly Birch touched hischief"s arm,

“Look there, sir!” he whispered

Sloan bent his keen erves to the floor
and saw the trace of footprints In the
dust. Some one bhad passed from the
Indder to the passageway nand gone
back again. Instantly Birch had made
a detour =0 as not to disturb the tell-
| tale marks with his own boots and he

was u}! the ladder and was lifting tha

trapdoor.
| "Unfastened. sir.” he reported: “evi
dently pried up from the roof—lock
broken.”

He passed up on to the roof, and
| Sloan followed.

The large expanse of fiat, tinned roof
was surrounded by a fanciful iron rati-
{ ing. Ib one plare the railing had dis-
| appeared. There was a gap of per-

haps fifteen feet. Birch crept to the

etge of the roof and peered over.
{ “Funny thing,"” be commented; “that

fron rafiing ts down on the ground
| there—looks ms though it had recently
fallen. Let's have Biunt up here.” Ha
fetched the valet, and the two detec-
tives pointed out the broken ralling to
the astonished servant.
| “But, sir,”" he protested, “I am sure
| it was not broken yesterday, because
| the gardener would have removed it
i He cut the grass yesterday and cleaned
up the yard thoroughly. You see. it
has fallen directly underneath the Il
brary windows, and some of it sticks
| right up in the turf.”
' "You heard no sound in the night,
you are sure?”

“I am sure, sir. I sleep in the wing
yonder, and at the head of my bed is
a bell that connects with Mr. Hin-
man's room. One of the servants in
the house next door was coming homa
from a party very late last night or
early this morning, and she declares
she saw a blg blackbird hovering over
this house. She is very superstitious,
eir, and 1 suppose she's imagined that
since hearing of the murder.”

“Yery likely,"” sald Sloan in a pecul-
far tone, and his eyes met those of his
young assistant with a significant
( glance. *"Thank you, Blunt. That will

do for the present."”

When the valet had disappeared
{ down the trapdoor Blrch dropped to
{ his knees and made a searching ex-
| amination of the roof. In the slight
layer of dust some clew might ba
found.

“It's here, sir”"—he looked up with a
smiling face—''the tracks of the ‘big
blackbird.' And the discovery reveals
how the other two murders were com-
mitted.”

Sloan knelt down beside him and
watched the movement of Birch's fin-
gers as he pointed out the tracks made
by the rubber tired landing wheels of
an aeroplane. When the machine hnad
made {ts departure it had earried awny
fifteen feet of the ornamental raliing
from the roof.

“Find a forelgner whn answers to
the description of Van Benjidck. It
he is a skilled aviator he's your man,”
was Sloan's decision.

“Yon remember that the residence of
! Mr. Flickinger {s of this same type—
‘ﬂat roof and so forth?" guestioned
| Birch as they returned to the office.

[ “I remember, and 1 also recollect
| that Thomas Bengon lived at the Hotel
| Batwell, and his room was in the an-
| nex, a flat roofed wing.
Once in the office Sloan plicked up
the afternoon edition of a New York
| newspaper, Suddenly he uttered a
! sharp exclamation and pointed to n
, glaring headline on the front page

*You won't have to look any further,
Birch! Your man's found and lost—
| goune to his reward! Listen to this:

“‘Another daring aviantor met death
| early this morning in some unknosn
' manner. RNudolf Benjidck, well known

ns a fearless flier, was found crushed

to death under the body of his heavy
aeroplane on the grounds of the Broad-

brook Country club, It Is not known
| at what moment or under what circum-

stances BenMdck met his death, but it
! 18 supposed that be was trying out the
big machine which be recently pur-
| chased. An investigation is being
made into the matter." ™

Robert Birch had arlsen and was but.
toning his coat.

“I'll be there at that lnvestigntion,™
he sald grimly.

Two days afterward he returned to
the office with & chain of evidence that
left no doubt that the unlucky aviator
had been the murderer of the three
| men., whom belleved had worked
| bim harm. The shoes he had worn cor-
responded In every detall with the foot-
prints found in the attle of the Hin
| man house, aud in his pockels were
found not only Mr. Hinmaon's
bhut diamonds thst ulfterwanrd
| fdentified as the property of James
y Filekinger

There wis nothing left to do in the
matter. Hetribution had overtaken the
' murderer before he could make tise of
! his gulity gnins. The “big binckbird”
had proved a bird of evil umen to bins

|
|
|
|

I

i
|
l

!

he

jeswalry

were

Dec. 17 in American
History.

of Deb-
orsly. Sampson, bercine of the Re'v-
olutlon; served three years In the
coloninl army ns a soldier
1807 —Jdohn fsceenleaf Whittier, poet,
born in Haverhill, Mass. ; died 1892,
1881—l1=nac Israel Hayes, arctic explor-
er, died:. born 18532
1912—The United Btates Informed Rus
that the treasty of 1532 would
1. 1913

shu

terminate on Jan

Yellowed Handkerchiofs.
Handkerchlefs which bave becomse
vellow can be made snow white by

From the doarway where they stood| seaking tuem in plpeclay and water for

twenty-four hours




