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Try the Journal Want Columns
for Quick Returns.
chief cause of the substitution of "The
Master of Stair" for "The Leopard and
the Lily" an earlier written story, was
the approaching sale at Sotheby's of
a letter containing the order for the
Massacre of Glencoe dated February
14 1692. The letter was from Major
Duncannon to Captain Robert Campbell and It Is said that the discovery of
it was among some old papers In Australia.
Now that the season is over, and a
casting up of accounts is possible, a
summary of "Mr. Hammersteln's Service to Opera" and an authoritative
estimate of its place In the development of our musical life should be of
interest. Such an article has been
prepared for the July Century by Mr.
Richard Aldrlch, music critic of the
New York Times, who believes that
"the best and most characteristic gift
of the new opera house to fhe musical
public was the 'Intimate' quality in
operas to which Intimacy belongs."
In a long article upon Mark Twain,
written on account of his receiving an
honorary degree from Oxford university, the London Spectators speaks of
him In the highest terms, as a man as
well as a writer, and finds enjoyment
in picking out choice morsels of his
humor. What strikes the Spectator as
being among the things that are most
extremely funny are Mark Twain's
stories of his editing an agricultural
paper; of how, in the columns of that
paper, he advised that: "Turnips
should never be pulled: it injures
them. It is better to send a boy up
and let him shake the tree;" and of
his putting forth the Information that
"the guano Is a fine bird, but great
care is necessary in rearing it."
A most important and unique contribution to art criticism appears in the
July Scribner, and the surprising fact
is that this is the first time it has ever
been translated into English. In 1656
Velasquez wrote a series of comments
upon a collection of paintings given
by Philip the IVth to the Monastery of
San Lorenzo. These brief notes, known
as the "Memoiia of Velasquez," have
by Walter Pach, a
been translated
young American artist, who also writes
an Introduction giving the history of
they have
the origin and the impression
made upon various special students of
and work.
the great Spaniard's life impressions,
They are most interesting
among others of pictures by Veronese,
Titian, Corregglo, Raphael and Andrea
del Sarto. The article is illustrated
from photographs of some of Velasquez's roost notable paintings.
A recent letter from Mrs. Williamson
throws some light upon the sources
from which she and her husband derived the idea for their new book,
has
"The Princess Virginia," which PhilJust been published by McCIure..
lips & Co.:
"This book was begun when we
were staying at an old castle in the
Austrian Tyrol. Partly the idea of the
heroine came to us from Princess
Helena d'Orleans, who used to live near
Kingston in an old house lent by the
queen. She was such a pretty girl, so
full of fun and mgn spirits, ana
-
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thought of such amusing things to do.
She and Princess Maud, now queen ot
Norway, used both to take the name
of Miss
visand go
iting their companions. Weabout
were lr
Austria Just at the time when one' of
the Austrian grand dukes was about
to make one of the romantic love
matches the Austrtans are always
wanting to make, and we also saw
some beautiful ceremonies and attended some of the charming entertainments given at the time of the emperor's birthday; so altogether this Is tha
way the story came to us, and of
course it isn't half as romantic as the
real story of the old emperor's love and)
courtship, when he met his poor, beautiful, murdered empress.
Now ' fon
the hero. He came to us in this fashion: The German emperor goes off
shortly incognito with
an
or two, or did a few years ago,
and at one time he had a rather wonderful hut somewhat like the one we
described in the book, but the Princess
Virginia's hut was exactly like one In
the mountains of the Tyrol belonging
to one of the Austrian noblemen, and
we had lunch there, but there wasn't
quite such a scramble to reach it as
that which is in the story."
o'
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erary Side of the Presidents" and other volumes. Is soon to publish a collection of anecdotes, witty sayings, bon
mots, bright repartees. eccentricities
and reminiscences of well known men
and women under' the title of "In
Lighter Vein." (Paul Elder & Co.)
Merle Johnson "is to supply 4 special
frontispiece design and other decora,
tions.
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