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200 LIVES LOST.
Property Tahied at $10,000,-00- 0
Destroyed.
Tire Breaks Out on North
man Lloyd Pier.

Ger-

II0B0KEX, KEW JERSEY
Three

Ocean' Steamers Lost
With Their Cargoes.

Number of Persons Injured Estimated by the Hundreds.

WILLTELM DER GROSSE
Was

and

Narrowly
Damaged
Escaped Destruction.

Fire Started in a Bale of Cotton
on the Docks.
New York, July 2. Fearful havoc to
life and property was caused ty a. fire
which broke out at the docks of the
North German Lloyd company In
Saturday nieht. . Conservative
people who have had experience along
the docks are of the opinion that two
hundred lives were lost.
In less than fifteen minutes the flames
covered an area a quarter of a mile
long, extending outward from the actual shore line to the bulkheads, from
600 to 1,000 feet away and had caught
four great ocean liners and a dozen or
more smaller harbor craft In its grasp.
The hospitals in New York, Hoboken
and Jersey City are crowded with the
wounded.
The spectacle was witnessed by thousands from both shores, and by other
thousands who crowded upon every
ferryboat, every excursion boat, upon
every river craft that could be secuced
for the purpose. The steamship Saale
had been towed dovn the river until
Ehe was just off Fort Liberty, where she
ts
had gathered about her a ring of
and tugs, all fighting to save at
least the hull of the doomed steamer.
Flames still were leaping from her portholes and rushing out of her cabins. At
about the burning
varying distances
chip lay coal and cotton barges, all
ablaze, each with one or more tugs
streams of water upon it. Some
playing
of these barges and lighters were loaded
vith very inflammable stuff, and the
llames leaped high in the air, while the
was so terrific that it was not
jjossible to use effectively the small
hose of the tug.
For hours the river was crowded with
email boats hastening to the scene of
the fire or already
part in the
taking
rescue of the hundreds
who had leaped
into the river when seized by the terror
of the flames. These boats were pad:iled
here and there, but soon their octu-ran- ts
had nothing to do but to watch
of the flames. Those
the mad sweep
who had plunged into the water had
either been rescued or gone to the bottom.
There were hundreds of men on each
of the destroyed steamships and a few
iwomen. Crowds of dock laborers and
also employes of the companies were on
nil the piers. Men, women and children were on the canal boats and men
on the barges and lighters, and when
the fire made its quick descent upon
them escape was cut off before they
realized their awful position. The peo-Jil- e
on the piers jumped into the water
to save themselves and scores of men
huddled under the piers, clinging to the
eupportsor only to be suffocated by the
flames
to drop back into the water
from exhaustion.
Men working in the holds of the four
were shut in by walls of
steamships
flames
and it was impossible to reach
them. It probably never will be known
how many men
in the ships
so fierce they would
as the flames wereperished
leave but few If any remains of the human body.
The flames started among a large pile
of cotton bales on Pier 2, of the North
German-Lloy- d
company.
Steamship
They spread with such remarkable
rapidity that in fifteen minutes the entire property of the company, taking in
over a third of a mile of water front
and consisting of three great piers, was
completely enveloped in a huge blaze
that sent great clouds of smoke high
Into the air.
The flames started so suddenly and
pained such headway that the people
piers and on the numerous vessels docked were unable to reach the
street. There were great gangs of workmen on the piers and these, together
iwith a number of people who were at
the docks on business and visiting the
chips, scattered in all directions. As all
means of exit were cut off by the flames,
were forced to jump overboard and
they
is believed a
it
number of people
were drowned. great
At the docks of the North German-Lloy- d
were the Saale, a single screw
passenger and freight f teamship of
4,965 gross tons; the Bremen, a twin
fcrew passenger and freight steamer
of 10.52S tons, and the Main, a twin
Ecrew freight and passeng-esteamship
of 10.500 gross tons. They all
caught
lire and were burned to the water's
edge.
The Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse.which
had Just come in, was the only one of
the four big vessels at the dock that
escaped. ,
The loss of the crews of these vessels
is
to reach 100.
The fire was first discovered
a
iwatchman on the pier at 4 o'clock.i,y He
saw a small streak of flame shoot from
a. bale of cotton on pier No. 2, at which
was docked the steamer Saale. He imsent in an alarm.
mediately
In a few minutes the flames had extended to the steamship and were communicated to the adjoining pier on the
north.
One of the officials of the steamship
Bremen said today that there were
fully
200 visitors on board that vessel when
the fire touched there, the majority bewomen. A boat was lowered from
ing Bremen
the
shortly after the alarm had
been given, but the craft capsized as
It touched the water, and all hands were
precipitated into the water and none
of them was saved by those remaining
on. the vessel. This in itself would indicate that the list of dead may be
than, it was at first thought to
larger
be.
The property loss can simply be apat this time. None of the
proximated
officials around the docks could give
a precise estimate of their
like
anything
losses, and none were prepared to make
on
a statement
this point. A conservative estimate, made by a prominent
fire underwriter, places the entire
damage at $10,000,000.
The three docks of the North German
Uoyd imp are total losses, with all their
Ho-bok- en

fire-boa-

on-th-

e

r

contents, and they are still smouldering,
with many streams from fire hose playing continually on the debris. The pier
of the Thingvalla line is totally wiped
away, and an extension whichn had just
been built on the Hamburg-Americaline's expanse ol piers was burned down
to the spile tops. The warehouses of
Palmer Campbell, which were across the
street from the North German Lloyd
line docks, suffered greatly, and a number of houses along the street were
scorched badly.
The loss on the steamship properties
and to other companies is estimated api
proximately as follows:
The .steamship Main, of the North
German Lloyd line, cost $1,500,000, outside of cargo fittings and stores. The
loss is placed at $1,200,000 for the vessel and about $400,000 for the fittings
and stores and the cargo that was
aboard of her.
The steamship Bremen, of the North
German Lloyd line, cost $1,250,000, and
her fittings and cargo were valued at
$300,000. The cargo and stores were envestirely consumed, and the loss to the$750.-00sel proper will amount to at least
She is beached off Weeh&wken toand still smouldering, apparentlnight
y- destroyed,- save her machinery.
The Saale, the steamship which will
have the most horrible story of death
to unfold when the divers go down in
her, cost the North German Lloyd company $1,250,000, ar.d the fittings and
cargo were valued at $300,000. The Saale
is beached at Ellis island and still burning. The damage to the vessel proper
is placed at about $SOO,000.
The damage done to the Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse is estimated at $25,000.
The three decks of the German Lloyd
line which were burned to the water's
are estimated to have cost $300,- edge,
ooo.
The docks were filled with merchandise just received from abroad and valued at $330,000.
The Thrngval'a pier, which was entirely consumed, was valued at $50,000,
counting the stores which were on it.
The Hamburg-America- n
line dock,
which had just been completed as an extension to their great pier, and which
was destroyed in order to prevent the
spread of the flames, was damaged to
the extent of $15,000. This was the only
loss they sustained, as the steamer
Phoenicia, contrary to reports, was not
even scorched.
The warehouses of Palmer Campbell,
houses E, F, G and H, were burned. Mr.
Campbell said that he could not give
a definite estimate of his losses, but
the damage to buildings alone would
amount to at least $50,000, and the contents to $1,250,000.
One lighter containing' 5,000 bags of
was
loss
the
sugar
destroyed,
being
0.

-

$27,-00-

0.

Harris, "but I doubt whether the

HILL LOOMS UP.
tContinued from the First Page.l
any other nation may do. Sometourge
bithat an explicit plank relating
metallism be omitted. Why not, then,
omit an explicit plank relating to
trusts? The Chicago platform con-

tained an anti-truplank. Why should
the convention of 1900 be content with
a mere reaffirmation of the Chicago
platform so far as bimetallism is concerned, and yet adopt a specific plank
to trusts? Some will say that
relating
under
because of a Erowth of trusts
this administration a specific anti-trutrue.
is
It
plank is necessary. That
Is equally true in the opinion of democrats whom I have the honor in part to
reprosent, that because of the power
under this administration of the money
trust the greatest of them all an explicit plank on the money question is
of the highest importance. The Chicago
platform favored arbitration and denounced government by injunction, and
yet. gentlemen who urge that the money
of
question be dealt with only by way of
general reaffirmation do not think
on
these
an
to
pledge
explicit
objecting
points.
"We do not agree that it is politics
to avoid the great principle to which
Mr. Bryan's efforts have so largely developed. If we are to have a dodge for
a platform, then let us have a dodger
for a candidate. But if we are to nominate a man who believes in being exthen
plicit in his pledges to the people,
let us adopt a platform that will be conrecord
sistent with the character and
of the candidate."
MAINE'S POSITION".
st

st
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IT WILL BE JONES.
Eas Turned the Tide in
His Favor.

Mr. Bryan

.

2. The
Kansas City,
interest
which Mr. BryanJuly
takes in the
of Senator Jones as chairman of
the national committee will no doubt
result in his selection. The contest that
was inaugurated against Jones has been
practically abandoned.
Two Minnesota Delegates Arrive.
Kansas City, July 2. Among the late
arrivals were both delegates at large of
Minnesota. Mr. Rossin is the private
secretary of Governov Lind and chairman of the state central committee and
Mr. O'Brien is the Minnesota member of
the national committee. They are simply in advance of the Minnesota delegation which is not expected to arrive

before Tuesday night.
The Minnesota delegation was instructed for Towne for vice president
and both Mr. Rossin and Mr. O'Brien
are enthusiastic in the advocacy of his
nomination. Mr. Rossin will place Mr.
Wants Chicago Platform Reaffirmed Towne in nomination.
Mayor McGuire. of Syracuse, passed
a3 a Whole.
the
today enroute to Lincoln
Kansas City, July 2. "Maine is Chi-in through
to call uponcity
Mr. Bryan. Before he left
of
the
reaffirmation
favor of the
he
a telegram from
received
Syracuse,
cago platform as a whole," said L. M. Mr. Bryan 'requesting him to come to
Lincoln before he went to the convenStaples of that state, upon the arrival
of the delegation this morning. "We tion. Mayor McGuire favors the nomiwant IS to 1, and we think that is the nation of former Governor Hill for vice
best way of getting it."
president.
When told that a movement was on
foot among some of the eastern delegaBRYAN AND HARRISON
tions to consider the advisability of carrying-the
fight against 16 to 1 upon the
floor of the convention, Mr. Staples declared positively that Maine would take
no part in any such fight unless there Chicago Mayor's Boom Starts
was a decided change of heart on the
For Kansas City on Wheels.
present delegation and he considered
such a change as extremely Improbable.
The state has no choice for vice president, he said, but in all probability
Chicago, July 2. The Cook county
will follow the lead of New York state democratic club left at 2 o'clock today
if it agrees upon a suitable man.
for Kansas City in a special Burlington
WANT WHAT BRYAN WANTS. train of fourteen Pullman "sleepers bedecked with bunting. Besides the 250
Many of the Delegates Anxious to members of the club, there was a band
of fifty pieces, numerous friends of the
Carry Out the Leader's Wishes.
club from "down the state" and a large
Kansas City, Mo., July
and vociferous Harrison vice presidenMoney of Mississippi was among the tial boom.'
"Iowa is with ns," said James Todd,
early arrivals today. He will probably
is the democratic candidate for
represent his state in the committee on who
attorney general of Illinois. "We are
platform. "I am for the reaffirmation
with
Harrison.
It would be easy to
"for
of the Chicago platform," he said, imunite on him, and I think he'll get it;
a strong plank in denunciation ot
even
he
though
says he don't want it."
of the
perialism, for the denunciation law
As the train moved out the air was
and made
trusts and the gold standard
to
resound with cries of "Bryan
for the severe condemnation of the "ra- and Harrison."
Big placards fastened
scality in Cuba. I want an especially
some
to
of
the cars, bore these words,
on
imperialism."
strong declaration Francis
man
wore
a button with the
each
G. Newlands and
Representative
was the first member of the Nevada del- same announcement.
Mayor Harrison, accompanied byCa-A.
egation to arrive. The other members
Trude, Robert William and Ben
are expected to reach here tonight or S.
all delegates at large, occupied a
ble,
tomorrow.
car.
"Nevada will not be captious about special
demonstrations of his friends in
any part of the platform," said he. "We theTheother
coaches he greeted with a
will do that which Mr. Bryan wants
sort of smile. Aside from
done. If it is his desire that a plank quiet, pleased
see
to
him the nominee for vice
wishing
coinspecifically declaring for the free
his
friends want to see him
1
president,
age of silver at the ratio of 16 to
chairman of the Illinois delegation
should be inserted in the platform, it made
and also of the committee on resoluwill be done. I am inclined to think that tions.
it is a splitting of hairs to note a difference between
a simple reaffirmation of
the Chicago financial plank and a specific declaration for free coinage at the
ratio of 16 to 1. The one would mean
the same as the other. Hence, either
would be satisfactory to Nevada."
"What position will Nevada take on Topeka Pastor Placed on Christthe vice presidency?"
ian Ticket With Dr. Swallow.
"I have no means of knowing how the
other delegates feel," replied Mr. New-land- s.
Davenport, la., July 2. The executive
"Personally I am in favor of the
nomination of Mr. Towne. He is a close committee of the United Christian party
friend of Mr. Bryan and stands for evthat he stands for; he Is one of met here and chose the Rev. Charles
erything
the most accomplished orators in the M. Sheldon of Topeka, Kan., as candiand he is the man we want to date for vice president in place of John
country;
send in to the east to demonstrate to G. Wooley, who declined to run. Mr.
the people there that Bryan Democracy Sheldon is thus slated as running mate
is just what Lincoln Republicanism was. for the Rev. S. C. Swallow of Harris-burPa. The committee states that
My belief is that he would add strength
to the ticket throughout the country."
the author of "In His Steps" knew that
Either a simple reaffirmation of his name would be considered and gave
the Chicago platform or the leaving assurance that he will not decline the
out altogether of the 16 to 1 plank is place on the ticket,
favored by the members of the Alaska
delegation who arrived here today. "We
are all silver people, of course," said Mr.
Williams, of Juneau, "but we believe it
is for the interests of the party to drop
that issue. Big business men out on the
coast with whom we have talked say
for Bryan and contribute Letting Loose a Deluge Upon
they will tovote
his campaign fund if the 16 to
willingly
Grand Rapids, Mich.
1 issue is dropped, and we think it "is
good politics to act accordingly."
For vice
the delegates favor a New president,
York man. either
Property Damage Estimated in
man Sulzer or David B. Hill. Congress-

Eight barges and eleven canal boats
were either burned or sunk with their
cargoes. Total valuation, $125,000.
The Hoboken Shore railroad had a
number of cars burned and other prop$7,000.
erty damaged. Loss,
Minor losses on floating property,
burned at the fire proper or set on fire
by burning driftwood, will amount to
about $20,000
The personal losses sustained by those
aboard the steamships can simply be
surmised, as there is no way of ascerpresent time.
taining this at the Bonner
said that the
Freight Manager
Main had about 5.000 tons of cargo in
her hold. Of this there were 2,000 tons
of grain. ,1000 tons of slag, about 3,000
bales of cotton and considerable general merchandise.
The Saale had a full cargo, including
but
copper and general merchandise,
the Bremen had hardly any cargo
aboard of her.
"I believe." Mr. Bonner said, "that
the loss to the cargo on ttie three ships
will exceed $1,000,000. As to the loss of
cargo on the piers, it is difficult to estimate, for there was both inward and
outward bound cargo there."
It is estimated that from 300 to 400
persons were injured and taken to the
different hospitals in this city, Jersey
City and Hoboken.
Many of them were found to be not
seriously hurt, and were discharged.
Many others are believed to be so seriously injured that they may not recover.
DIVERS AND WRECKERS ATWORK
New York, July 2. Divers and wreckers are still hard
at work on the burned
North German Lloyd steamers.
It is
believed that there are yet many bodies
to be recovered from the Saale and two
large wrecking derricks are alongside
her removing the bent and twisted
pieces of heavy iron that cover her hold.
The injured in the Jersey City hospitals
were reported to be doing well this
morning, but several are not yet out of
danger.
MARINE COMPANIES HARD HIT.
New York, July 2. Many small boats
filled with men were about the ruins
of the burned piers today searching for
bodies. The marine underwriters, the
authorities of Hoboken and the steamship authorities, are all making an into discover the origin of the
vestigation
fire. If they have discovered the real
cause they have not made it public. The
common report is that the bale of cotton
which was first discovered in flames
was set on fire by spontaneous comit is possible that
bustion,
some one although
may have carelessly thrown a
lighted cigarette or cigar among the
cotton. Smoking, however, was strictly prohibited among the workmen on
the pier.
As yet no definite idea is obtainable
BRYAN MAY DECLINE.
as to the extent of the loss of the insurance companies, but it may be safe- Sensational Story Brought by Delely estimated that the marine insurance
gates Who Went to Lincoln.
alone will not be below $5,000,000. Prac2.
Kansas
tically every one of the score or so of
Since the return
City.
marine companies is more or less affectof some of the July
democratic leaders who
ed, the fire being almost altogether of went to Lincoln to see Mr. Bryan a
marine risk character.
with decidedly sensatfonal featstory
ures has been in circulation. According
the
statement made, if the committo
GOES TO WORK.
tee on resolutions reports simply an endorsement of the Chicago platform,
without reiterating 16 to 1, Mr. Bryan
come here and go before the conPresident McKinley Begins Ad- may
vention and offer an amendment and
a speech in favor of his favorite
make
ministering Affairs From
ratio. Should the convention fail to
act
favorably on his amendment it is
Canton.
said he would be compelled to decline
the nomination on the floor of the convention.
Canton, O., July 2. President McKinley was astir early this morning and
KILL RETURNS.
after an 8 o'clock breakfast was in his
office attending to public business. The Refuses to Say What Was Talked
mails over Sunday brought many comAbout at Lincoln.
munications from Washington which
Kansas
Mo., July 2. Former
were attended to here and a number of Governor City,
David B. Hill returned from
commissions were signed early in the Lincoln, Neb., at 1:20 this afternoon and
forenoon. The president, Mrs. McKinwent immediately to his apartments in
Dr. Rixey went for a drive, tak- the Coates
House. He declined to disley and turn-about
the city and along cuss his conference with Mr. Bryan,
ing a
some of the country roads.
that he' might have something
saying later
to
in the day. He would not
say
say what his conference with Mr. Bryan
to.
"I am tired and hungry,"
related
said he, "and do not care to talk at
SEX. L OUR.
this time."
In Mr. Hill's apartments awaiting his
arrivel were Eliot Danforth and RepreAND
sentatives Fitzgerald and Rupert of
New York, and a number of other visitors. Mr. Hill begged to be excused.
COUPON BOOKS

$2.50

con-

vention will have the wisdom to accept
him. My opinion is that the nomination
will go to either Indiana or New York."
"I have no idea," said Senator Allen,
"what the situation is. I have yet had
no time to discuss the matter with those
in position to know. It is a little early
too, to make a forecast for the probable action of the convention. It is likely, however, that it will be guided to a
considerable extent at least, by the
wishes of Mr. Bryan, if he cares to make
known what his wishes are. The situation which now appears to be somewhat
chaotic, will clear up materially.I think,
before the convention is called to

POPULISTS ARRIVE.
All Favor the Nomination of Towne
For Second Place.
Kansas City. Mo., July 2. United
States Senators Harris, Allen and
all Populists, arrived today and
will remain during the convention
as
spectators. All of them favor the nomination of Towne for vice president. "I
think Mr. Towne decidedly the best vote
getter that can be named," said Senator
Heit-fel-

d,

HELDON CHOSEN.

g,

RESERVOjpURST

Hundred Thousands.

Grand Rapids, Mich., July 2. The reservoir of the city waterworks system
burst today, letting loose a deluge of
more than 100,000,000 gallons of water
upon a thickly populated district on the
hillside immediately beneath. The damage is estimated at hundreds of thousands of dollars. Houses and barns
were washed away, others were badly
damaged and a district three blocks
square was partly wrecked.
None of the houses in that district
escaped damage. Many are filled with
sand. The Grand Trunk railway tracks
were undermined so that trains had to
be sent around by the Pere Marquette.
Mrs. William Cooper, aged 30, was
swept away by the flood and buried in
a mass of sand and wreckage. Her inmay prove fatal. Her husband
juries
was also badly injured. A number of
others sustained minor injuries. The
district swept by the flood- is occupied
and the
by the houses of workingmen,
losses are consequently thi more deeply
felt.
-

"

OLD ONE GOOD ENOUGH
Kansans Insist on Chicago Platform Being Reaffirmed.
Special to the State Journal.
Kansas City, July 2. The Kansas delegation to the Democratic convention
have taken the position that the national platform shall reaffirm the Chicago
platform in general terms only, containing no specific reference to 16 to 1. A
reaffirmation of the Chicago platform
would mean 16 to 1 at long range but the
Kansans have taken a stand against rethe financial plank. This posiwriting
tion is in direct opposition to the wishes
of Bryan who demands 16 to 1 reference.
Four Kansans, Overmyer, Johnson,
Pepperel and Brandenburg
say the
Kansans will not recede from, this
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