THE

PEOPLE’S PLATFORM

which not only our Individual prosperity, but the very existence of free
institutions depends, and we ask all
men to first help us to determine
ADOPTED BY THE CONVENTION whether
we are to have'a republic to
administer, before we differ as to the
At Omaha, Neb., July 4, 1892. conditions upon which it is to be administered. believing that the forces
Corruption Dominates the
of reform this day organized will
Ballot-Box, the Legislanever cease to move forward until
every wrong is righted and equal
tures, Congress.
privileges established for all the men
and women of this country; we deAssembled upon
the one hundred
end sixteenth anniversary of the
Declaration of Independence, the
peoples party of America, in their
first national convention, invoking
upon their action the blessing of Almighty God, puts forth in the name
and on behalf of the people of the
country the following preamble and
of principles:
conditions which surround

declaration

The
us
best justify our co-operation; we
meet in the midst of a nation
brought to the verge of moral, political and material ruin. Corruption
dominates the ballot box, the legislatures, the congress, and touches
even the ermine on the bench. The
people are demoralized; most of the
States have been compelled to isolate
the voters at the polling places to
prevent universal intimidation or
bribery. The newspapers are largely
subsidized or muzzled, public opinion
Silenced, business prostrated, our
homes covered with mortgages, labor
impoverished, and the land concentrating in the hands of the capitalists. The urban workmen are denied the right of organization for
self-protection; imported pauperized
labor beats down their wages; a hireling army, unrecognized by our law,
ie established to shoot them down
and they are rapidly degenerating
Into European conditions.
The
fruits of the toil of millions are bodily stolen to build up colossal fortunes for a few, unprecedented in
the history of mankind, and the possessors of these in turn despise the
republic and endanger liberty. From
the same prolific womb of governmental injustice we breed the two
and millionclasses—tramps
res.
The national power to create money is appropriated to enrich bondholders: a vast public debt, payable
legal tender currency, has been
nded into gold-bearing
bonds,
thereby adding millions to the bur-
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of the people.
Silver, which has been accepted as

since the dawn
Cin
en demonetized to
•feasing power of

of history, has

add to the pur-

gold, by decreasing
value of all forms of property as
well as human labor, and the supply
of currency is purposely abridged to

the

ittten usurers, bankrupt enterprise,
led enslave

industry. A vast con%>iracy against mankind has been oron two continents and it is
pidly taking possession of the
World. If not met and overthrown

Cnized

•i once it forebodes terrible social
convulsions, the destruction of civilisation, or the establishment of an
absolute despotism. We have wit¦sssed for more than a quarter of a
•sntury the struggles of the two
political parties for power and
under, while grievous wrongs have
ion inflicted upon the suffering peoWe charge that the controlling
fluences dominating both these
jarties have permitted the existing
tread ful conditions to develop,
without serious effort to prevent or
restrain them.
Neither do they now promise us
•ay substantial reform. They have
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•freed together to ignore, in the
•oming campaign, every issue but
Me. They propose to drown the outcries of plundered people with the
of a sham battle over the tar-80 that capitalists, corporations,
national banks, rings, trusts, watered
•lock, the demonetization of silver,
•ad the oppressions of the usurers
•ay all be lost sight of. They propose to sacrifice our homes, lives and
ihildren on the altar of mammon; to
destroy the multitude in order to secure corruption funds from the millonaiers. Assembled on the anniversary of the birthday of the nation,
•ad filled with the spirit of the grand
in chief, who established
r independence, we seek to restore
Ifee government of the republic to
Ike hands of “the plain people,”
with whose class it originated. We
assert our purposes to be identical
with the purpose of the national constitution, to form a more perfect
••ion and establish justice, insure
domestic tranquility, provide for the
common defense, promote the general welfare, and secure the blessings
of liberty for ourselves and our posterity.
We declare that this republic can
•nly endure as a free government
while built upon the love of the
whole'people for each other and for
the nation; that it cannot be pinned
together by bayonets, that the civil
war is over and that every passion
•nd resentment which grew out of it
must die with it, and that we must
be in fact, as we are in name, one
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•nited brotherhood.
Our country
tnds itself confronted by conditions
for which there is no precedent in
the history of the world. Our
agricultural
productions
annual
•mount to billions of dollars in
value, which must within a few
weeks or months be exchanged for
billions of dollars of commodities
consumed in their producton; the existing currency supply is wholly inadequate to make this exchange.
The results are falling prices, the
formation of combines and rings,
the impoverishment of the producclass. We pledge ourselves that
}ng
f given power we will labor to correct these evils by wise and reasonable legislation in accordance with
the terms of our platform.
We believe that the powers of government—in other words, of the people-should be expanded (as in the
case of the postal service) as rapidly
as far as the good sense of an intelligent people and the teachings of experience shall justify to the end that
oppression, injustice and poverty
•nail eventually cease in the land.
While our sympathies as a party of
reform are naturally upon the side of
•very proposition which will tend to
make men intelligent, virtuous and
temperate, we nevertheless regard
these questions—important as they
to the great issue•re—as secondary solution,
and upor
new pressing for
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and as such, and because of the fascinating interest of the story, and
the masterful style in which it is
written, itwillcommend itself, aside
from the lesson conveyed, to all who
admire the virile and original in lit-
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paper, 50 cents. have good results, for his suggestions
lent, is robbery. “If any man will
are wise, and the information he furnot work neither shall he eat.” The Main-Traveled Roads
nishes should be known by all.”—
interests of rural and civil labor are
paper, 50 cents. San
Francisco Chronicle.
the same; their enemies are identi- The Irrepressible Conflict between
“It tells tjie story every father
cal.
two W orld-Theories
wants to tell his son, and every moThird. We believe that the time
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paper, 50 cents.
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We demand a graduated income
paper, 25 cents.
Money, Land and Transportation,....
We believe that the money of the
paper, 25 cents.
country should be kept, as much as Industrial Freedom,
possible, in the hands or the people,
paper, 25 cents.
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and national revenues shall be limpaper, 25 cents.
ited to the necessary expenses of the The People’s Cause,
government, economically and honpaper, 25 cents.
estly administered.
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Wisdom and Eloquence of Igearnings of the people and to facili- Wit,
natius Donnelly, with a biography
tate exchange.
by Everett W. Fish, M. D. Cloth,
TRANSPORTATION.
Transportation being a means of $1.50. Paper, 50c.
A collection of brilliant gems, the
exchange and a public necessity, the
government should own and operate like of which could scarcely be gleaned
the railroads in the interest of the from the writings or speeches of any
other public man of modern times.
people.
biography proper is in reality a
The telegraph and telephone, like The
of the reform movement, and
the postoffice system, being a neces- history
sity for the transmission of news, a startling commentary on existing
should be owned and operated by the conditions.
government in the interests or the
Protective Tariff Delusion.
people.
By Mrs. Marion Todd. Paper, 25c.
LANDS.
“The best book ever written upon
The land, Including all the natural the subject for the general reader.
sources of wealth, is the heritage of Col. F. S. Heath.
the people, and should not be monop*
Pizabro and John Sherman. By
olized for speculative purposes, and Mrs. Marion Todd. Paper. 25c.
alien ownership of land should be
“This book handles the money
prohibited. All land now held by question both historically and argurailroads and other corporations in mentatively, and when the reader
excess of their actual needs and all lays it down he will have a comprelands now owned by aliens should be hensive knowledge of this momentous
reclaimed by the government and topic.”—Farmers’ Voice.
held for actual settlers only.
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tion. By
Cloth, $1.25,
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every
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Australian secret ballot system.
These poems, just published, are a
Resolved, That the revenue derived from a graduated income tax distinct addition to the literature of
should be applied to the reduction of America, and their author may justly
the burden of taxation now levied be called the poet of the people. A
upon the domestic industries of this beautiful volume and especially suitable as a gift-book.
country.
Resolved, That we pledge our supThe New Declaration of Indeport to fair and liberal pensions to pendence:
The People’s Problems
ex-Union soldiers and sailors.
By Francis J.
Plainly
Presented.
Resolved, That we condemn the Schulte. Colored chart, 21x28
inches,
fallacy of protecting American labor printed on heavy paper,
suitable for
under the present
system, which, framing.
Price 25c, postpaid. Per
opens our ports to the pauper and
express, $2.00.
criminal classes of the world and dozen, by
This chart shows in colored diacrowds out our wage-earners, and we grams
conditions which confront
denounce the present ineffective law us, andthe
teaches at a glance the whole
against contract labor, and demand
situation —Labor, Land, Finance and
the further restriction of undesirTransportation—and the remedies as
able immigration.
in the Omaha Platform,
Resolved, That we cordially sym- outlined
which is printed in full in clear type.
patize with the efforts of organized There
are also portraits of Gen.
workingmen to shorten the hours of
Weaver
Gen. Field. Altogether
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most effective campaign arment of the existing eight-hour law
gument ever devised.
on government work, and ask that a
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Prof. Goldwin Smith and His
Cloth, sl.
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of a large standing Paper, 30c.
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“The brightest defense of woman’s
army of mercenaries, known as the
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our liberties, and we demand its ab- read.”—Nonconformist.
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tutional provision limiting the office literature.
Ragnarok:
of president and vice president to one
The Age of Fire and
term, and providing for the election Gravel. By Ignatius Donnelly. Ilef the senators by a direct vote of lustrated. Cloth. $2.00.
the people.
“The work willbe read with curious
Resolved, That we oppose any sub- interest by the learned, and, though
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corporation for any purpose.
of scientific and ethnic lore, the unH. E. Taubbneck, Chairman, Mar- learned will pour over Its pages with
shall. 111.
eagerness and delight.”—Prof. Alexander Winchell.
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Emmett Bonlorb. By Ople Bead. Oloth, Uto Propos* to Olvo th» Farmers tho
tl.oo. Paper, 50c.
©•t Fir* Ingurano* They Have
A book containing all the qualities
which have made "A Kentucky Colonel"
so popular, with even greater variety of
Bver Had.
eotion end Incident and ch*raoter, and
full of rieh and sparkling humor.
A Common Man. By Lawls Vital BogyCloth, t 1.50. Paper. sdp.
The lover of the intense domestic novel
will be pleased with this hook from the
author of "In Office"—an exceedingly
strong and well-balanced story.
IhOfyign: A Story of Washington Life
and Society. By Lewis Vital Bogy. Paper,
250.
For the writing of this book the author
AGENTS WANTED IN EVERY FAST
was discharged from the public service.
An
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extremely clever story, which is
a greet sensation, and which
commends Itself to the general reading
public on account of its intrinsic merit
as well.
A Kentucky Colonel. By Ople Bead.
Oloth, f1.25. PaperToOc.
Hon. Hepry C. Caldwell, who Is not only
one of the greatest of American lawyers,
but one of the best of literary critics,
says: "I have never read a better story,
It is the most beautifully written the
most striking In oharacter, and. upon the
whole, One of the most thrillingand yet
chaste pleees of flotlon that has been produced in many a day."

OF THE STATE
STATE.

creating

A Mas >jtd e Woman. Bt StEnUy Wktwloo. Oloih, |L3S. Paper, fee.
“A book of tremendous vitality and
power bas oome out or Chicago—a novel
which deals or a life that has been lived.
‘A Man and a Woman,’ by Stanley Waterloo, bas the fearlessness and vigor of thp
West, and gives the history of a man's
.
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THE GOLDEN
m BOTTLE

BY HON. IGNATIUS
DONNELLY

The Publishers of “The Bolden Bottle” siy:
"It Is generally considered a fair sale of a novel if it reaches one or two thousand ooxdes. It is probable
that a majority of books do not get beyond the thousand mark. But this is not the case with the works of Hon.
Ignatius Donnelly.
His first book, ‘Atlantis,’ has gone through twenty-fire editions in the United States, ana
several more in England; his ‘Bagnarok’ has reached its eleventh edition, the first one being 6,000 copies. His
‘Great Cryptogram’ has had a sale of over 10,000 volumes, hers and abroad. His ‘Caesar’s Column’ has attained
the tremedous sals of 150,000 copies on this side of the Atlantic and probably as many mors abroad, besides being
translated into three languages.
‘Doctor Huguet’ has also attained a large sale, 12,000 copies having been
sold in this country and a large number in England.

Wi append the following extracts taken froa hundreds of slallar notices:
The celebrated B. O. Flower, editor of the great reform magazine of Boston, The Arena, said: "In Mr,
Donnelly’s new book we have a no less remarkable illustration of the author’s marvelous Imagination, but instead
of ruin, we find a transformed world, through wisdom, unselfishness and broad statesmanship.
It pictures the
zenith of humanity’s well-being, as ‘Cesar's Column’ painted the nadir. * * * It is told and direct. It does
not cringe before plutocracy, or grovel at the feet of a plutocratic press. It evinces t tat magnificent courage
which commands admiration, ana which without fear or courage states facts as they exist. * * * This book
will be sneered at by those who are interested in maintaining the present unjust econ tmic and political conditions; for it reveals in a startling manner some of the prime causes of the misery of the millions today, while it
indicates with equal clearness some of the needed reforms. It does more: It unmasks the batteries of the
enemy; that is, it shows the line of policy which plutocracy will pursue to prevent the triumph of justice for the
industrial millions. If one million copies of this book can be circulated during the next four years among the
Farmers Alliance, the Industrial Legion, the Knights of Labor, the Federated Trades and kindred associations
I believe it will make the triumph of the people inevitable at the next great national contest. As a work of
fiction it is fascinating from cover to cover. As a teacher of social, political and economic reforms it is one of the
most effective books of our time.”
The best book the author has yet written. It is not often that a book is published that touches the life
work of everybody: but this book concerns the welfare or every sane man in the world.—The Beacon, Great Bend,

Kansas.

A skillful blending of the woof of social theories with the warp of imagination and startling plots and
situations. The description of the invasion of the Old World by the United States is a bold conception which will
fascinate statesmen and political students as well as the general reader.—The Hatchet, Washington, D. C.
We have been taught that we should read the novels of Bulwer Lytton, Charles Dickens, Thackery and
the English authors, but we believe that we should teach our children to read the novels of a more forcible author
than any of these—an American author greater than any foreign author—the author of those wonderful works,
"Atlantis,” “Kagnarok,” "The Great Cryptogram,” "Caesar’s Column,” "Dr. Huguet,” “The Golden Bottle,” etc.
—The Farmer and Turfman, Anacostes, Washington.
Let us say to Mr. Donnelly that, although he has never written a play, he is a greater dramatist than his
beloved Sir Francis; a greater dramatist in the ability to mass individuals in pictures, and in the power of contrast of emotion. It is surely a very silly or very selfish person that willnot be impressed by "The Golden Bottle,”
We have outlined a phantasm here,
Mr. Donnelly's new novel.
It is a fantasy and a sermon.
wild it certainly is, but it is also beautiful. Logic it may have none, but it has heart. In the age of the individual this book is the gospel of universal brotherhood.—New York Journal.
Mr. Donnelly’s purpose in writing it, like most of his purposes, is carried out apparently without the most
remote thought as to its effect upon himself. No one willgainsay that this erratic character is at heart a good
man; and that he loves his kind, and that his ultimate purpose in life is to do them some little measure of geod.—
St. Paul Dispatch.
Viewed from the standpoint of philanthropy it is a terrible arraignment of the power of monay. It
demonstrates, in fearful fashion, how the heartless capitalist is in his own community what the sailor of th§
He really does make a noble effort to
Nancy Bell was after he had cannabalized the whole crew of that ship.
prove that here, in the United States, beauty, art, literature, music, painting, statecraft, are as nothing om»
pared with the unlimited ownership of the universal yellow master of mankind. And he does draw pictures tat
boldness of which one cannot help but admire.—Northwestern Chronicle, St. Paul.
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