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UTON PROPOSAL BRANDED AS INSINCERE

ALLIES REFUSE T0
CONSIDER PEACE
PLAN OF GERMANY

PROTEST AGAINST ENEMY'S AS.
SERTION ATTEMPTING TO
THROW ON ENTENTE RE-
SPONSIBILITY FOR WAR.

DECLARE PROPOSITION IS
LIKE MANEUVER OF WAR

Official Text Asserts Proposal Was
Made In Order to Seek to Intimi-
date Neutrale—Affirms Peace
le Impossible Until Re-
paration ls Made.

“Paris,” Jan. 1. —QGermany's peace pro-
posal has been refused by the Allles.

In a collective note branding the
proffer of the Central Powers as empty
and insincere, the Allled governments
insist that no peace is possible so long
88 they have not secured reparation for
violated rights and liberties, They
reiterate the objects they are fNghting
for, namely, the free existence of small
#tates and maintain that any wsettle-
ment must provide for the future se-
ourity of the entire world,

The proposal of the Central Powers
i8 termed not an offer of peace but a
“manceuvre of war.” It is declared to
Pe founded on “emlculated misrepresen-
tation of the character of the struggle
in l” past, the present and the fu-
ture.

Outlines Delgium’'s War Afma,

The note does not specifically outline
the war alms of any of the Allléd gov-
ernments except Belgium. Hefore the
war, It is pointed out, Belgium asked
for nothing but to live In harmony
with her nelghbors. Assalled in spite
of the treaties guaranteeing her in-
violabllity, Belgium, the note, has tak-
on up arms to defend her Independence
and “"her neutrality violated by Ger-
many."

Nete Delivered te Sharpe.

The note was handed to U, 8. Ambas-
sador Sharpe by Premler Briand in
Parls to be transmitted by the Unit-
od Btates to the Central Powers.

The note says: “The Allled govern-
ments of Belgium, France, Great Brit-
ain, Italy, Japan, Montenegro, Portu-
&al, Roumania, Russia and Serbla, unit-
ed for the defense of the liberty of
their )oo:lu and falthful to engage-
ments taken not to lay down threir
arms separately have resolved to reply
collectively to pretended propositions
of peace which were addressed to them
on of enemy governments
through the Intermediary of the Unit-
ed States, Spain, Switserland and Hol-

Wished te Aveld War,

“Before making any reply to the Al
Hed Powers desire particularly to pro-
tost against the two essential asser-
tions of the note of the enemy powers
that pretend to throw upon the Allles
lmnllblmy for the war and pro-
(3 the victory of the Central Pow-
ars,

“The Allled governments cannot ad-
mit an affirmation doubly inexact and
which suffices to render sterile all ten-
tative negotiations,

“The Allled nations have sustained
for thirty months a war they did every-
thing to avold. They have shown by
their acts their attachment to peace.
That attachment is as strong today as
it was In 1914, But it Is not upon the
word of Germany, after the violation
of her engagements, that the peace
broken by her may be based.

Not an Offer of Peace

“A mere suggestion, without a state-
ment of terms, that negotiations
should be opened, is not an offer of
,uo-. The putting forward by the
mperial Government of a sham propo-
eal king all substance and precision
wou appear to be lesa an offer of
moo than A maneuver of war. It Is

nded on calculated misinterpreta-
tion of the character of the struggle
:n the past, the present and the fu-
ure.

“As for the past, the German note
takes no account of the facts, dates
and which establish that the
WAr Was desired, provoked and de-
elared by Germany and Austria-Hun-

gary.
Refused Disarmament Ylan.

“At the Hague conference it was a
German delegate who refused all pro-
rouln for disarmament. In July, 1914,
t was Austro-Hungary, who, after hav-
Ing addressed to Berbla an unprece-
danted ultimatum declared war upon
her in spite of the satisfaction which

At once been accorded.

“The Central Empires then rejected
all attempts made by the entente to
bring about a oific solution of a
purely local confiict,
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“Great Britain suggested a confer-
ence; France proposed wa international
commission; the Emperor of Russia
asked the German emperer (o go to
arbitration and Russia and Austria-
Hungary came to an understanding on
the eve of the conflict. But to all these
efforts Germany gave neither answer
mor acknowledgment.

Belgium Invaded by Empire,

“Belglum was invaded by un empire
which had guaranteed her neutrality
and which had the assurance to pro-
clalm that treaties were ‘scraps of Pa-

and that ‘necessity knows no law.'

“At the present moment these sham
ofters on the part of Germany rest on

War map of Europe alone, which
ts nothing more than a super-
and passing phase of the situa-
and not the real strength of the

ts.
“A peace concluded upon these terms

ALLIES’ DEMAND IN
BELGIUM’S BEHALF

Parls, Jan. 1.—Attached to the En-
tente Powers' joint reply to Germany's
peace proposals, as made public here,
is the following declaration with refer-
ence to Belgium:

“In virtue of the International treat-
fen migned by flve great European pow-
ers, of whom Germany was one, Bel-
glum enjoyed before the war a special
status, rendering her territory Inviol-
uble and placing her, under the guar-
antee of the powers, outside all Eu-
ropean conflicts.

“She was, however, In spite of these
treaties, the first to suffer the aggres-
sion of Germany. For this reason the
Belgian government think it necessary
to define the alms which Belglum has
never ceased to pursue while fighting
side by side with the entente powers
for right and justice.

Fulfills Duty as Neutral.

“Belglum has always scrupulously
fulfilled the duties which her neutral-
ity imposed upon her. She has taken
up arms to defend her iIndependence
and her neutrality violated by Ger-
many, and to show that she remained
fulthful to her International obliga-
tions,

“On the fourth of August, 1914, In
the Relchstag, the German Chancellor
admitted that this aggression consti-
tuted an Injustice contrary to the laws
of nations, and pledged himself In the
name of Germany to repair it,

“During two and a half years this
Injustice has been cruelly aggravated
¥ the proceedings of the occupying

roes, which have exhausted the re-
sources of the country, ruined its In-
dustries, devastated its towns and vil-
lages and have been responsible for
innumerable massacres, executions
and imprisonments,

Germany Removes Basin for Parley.

“At this very moment, while Ger-
many Is proclaiming peace and human-
ity to the world, she {8 deporting Hel-
glan citizsens by the thousands and
reducing them to slavery.

“Belgium before the war asked for
nothing but to llve in harmony with
her neighbors. Her king and her gov-
ernment has but one alm-—the estab-
lHshment of peace and justice, Put
they only desire peace which would as-
sure to their country legitimate repar-
ation, guarantees and safeguards for
the future.

“Germany, by falling to offer repara-
tion and to make restitution, removes
in advance any basls for her parleys
for peace.’

would be only to the advantage of the
aggressors, who, after Imagining that
they would reach their goal in two
months, discovered after two years
that they could never atlain it

Outrages Demand Penaltles.

“As for the future, the disasters
caused by the German declaration of
war and the innumerable outrages com-
mitted by Germany and her Allles
against both belligerents and neutrals,
demand penalties, reparation and guar-
antees,

YGermany avolds mention of any of
these.

“In reality these overtures made by
the Central Powers are nothing more
than a calculated attempt to Influence
the future course of war and to end
It by Imposing a German peace.

Wounld Create Dissension.

“The object of theso overtures is to
create dissension In public opinion in
the Allled countries. HBut that public
opinion has in spite of all the sacri-
floes endured by the Allles already glve-
pOn Its answer with admirable firmness
and has denounced the empty pretense
of the declaration of the enemy powers.

‘“They have the further object of
stiffoning public opinion In Germany
and In the countries allied to her, one
and all seversly tried by their losses,
worn out by economiec pressure and
crushed by the supreme effort which
has been Imposed upon thelr inhabi-
tants,

“They have endeavored to deceive
and iIntimidate public opinion In neu-
tral countries, whose Inhabitants have
long since made up their minds where
the Iniiial responasibilities lle, and are
far too enlightened to favor the de-
signs of Germany by abandoning the
defense of human freedom.

Refuse to Consider FPropoaal,

“Fully conscious of the gravity of
this moment, but equally consclious of
its requirements, the Allled govern-
ments, closely united to one another
and In perfect sympathy with their
peoples, refuse to conslder a proposal
which s empty and insincere

“Once ugaln the Allles declare that
no peace in possible %0 long as they
have not secured reparation for vio-
lated rights and libertles, the recogni-
tion of the principle of nationalities
and of the free existence of small
staten; so long as they have not
brought about a settlement calculated
to end once and for all forces which
have constituted a perpetual menace
to the nations and to afford the only
effective guarantee for the future se-
curity of the world

ALLIES PLAN REPLY TO
PRESIDENT'S PEACE NOTE

Note to Be Similar to That Sent to
Berlin—France and Great
Britain Agree to Draft.

Paris, Jau. 2.-~The reply of the Al
lies to the peace note of President Wil
son will follow the same course as the
answer to the Central Powers. Great
Britain and France already have
agreed in draft, which has been sub-
mitted to the other members of the
Allies and their approval will be hand-
ed to the American ambassador, Wil
liam G. Sharpe, in Paris. The original
draft, like the reply to the Centra!
Powers, will be written by the French
authorities after consultation with the
Allles of France.

TEUTONS ANSWER
PRESIDENT'S NOTE;
ASK GONFERENCE

GERMANY IN FORMAL REPLY T¢
AMERICAN PEACE SUGGESTIONS
PROPOSES MEETING OF DELE.
GATES OF BELLIGERENTS.

AN IMMEDIATE EXCHANGE
OF VIEWS IS SUGGESTED

Berlin Joined By Austria, Turkey and
Bulgaria In Urging Conference—
Readiness to Collaborate with
U. 8. to Prevent Future
Strife Hinted.

Berlin, Dec. 27.-~Germany hus pro
posed a meeting of delegates of bei
ligerents in its answer to President
Wilson's peace note.

Its formal reply to the American
peace suggestion was made in a note
handed to United States Ambassador
James W. Gerard at Berlin and at the
same time to the American diplomatic
representatives at the capitals of the
other Central Powers—Vienna, Sofia
and Constantinople.

To Prevent Future Wars.

The note also hints that the "great
work of prevention of future wars can
only be begun after the end of the
present struggle of nations,” and de
clares “when this moment shall have
come,” Germany will be “ready with
pleasure to collaborate entirely with
the United States at this exalted task.”

The German note holds the “most
appropriate road to reach the desired
result,” is an immediate meeting of
delegates of belligerent ctates at a
neutral place.”

Text of Germany's Reply.

The text reaa:
“The highminded suggestions made
by the president of the United States
of America in order to create a basis
for the establishment of a lasting
peace has been received and consid-
ered by the imperial government In
the friendly spirit which was expressed
in the president's communication.
“The President points out that which
ke has at heart and leaves open the
cholce of the road.

“To the imperial government the im-
mediate exchange of views seems the
most appropriate road in order to
reach the desired result. It therefore
begs, in the sense of its declaration
made on Dec, 12, which offered its
hand for peace negotiations, to pro-
pose immediate meeting of delegates
of the belligerent states at a neutral
place.

“Also the imperial government is
of the opinion that the great work of
prevention of future wars can be he-
gun only after the end of the present
struggle of nations.

“It (the German government) will,
when this moment shall have come, be
ready with pleasure to collaborate en-
tirely with the United States at this
exalted task.”

The answer finishes with the usual
terms of international politeness.

U-BOAT VICTIMS REACH HOME
Sailors on Ships Sunk by Submarines
Arrive at New York,

New York, Jan. 2—~One hundred
and twelve men from American steam-
ships sunk by German submarines
have arrived here orr the Spanish
steamer Alicante from Barcelona. Sev-
enty-nine were on board the Columbia,
attacked last November on a voyage
from France to Italy. Thirty-three
escaped when the Chemung went
down off Cape Gata, Spain, in the same
month. Some of the arrivals are
Americans.

FRENCH GIVE JOFFRE SWORD

Committee of Notables to Present
Field Marshal With Baton.
Parls, Dec. 31.--A committee com-
posed of the most famous persons in
the French literary, artistic, and scien-
tiflc worlds, and diplomats of the Al
lled powers, has been formed to pres.
ent General Joflre a fleld marshal's
baton and a sword of honor.
Tourist Resort Burns.
August, Ga., Jan. 2—Hampton Ter
race Hotel, a winter tourist resort in
North Augusta, was destroyed early
by fire. The loss s estimated at
$600,000.

‘ French Report Is Dissredited.
Berlin, Jan. 2—The Freanch army
! report

MEXICO BUYS WAR SUPPLIES

Carranza Sends Million Pesos Gold to
Japan for Munitions.

El Paso, Dec. 31.—The Carranza gov-
errment lately has transmitted a mil
Iton pesos gold to Japan for war muni-
tions, it was learned here from a well
informed source. One shipment of
munitions already has been received,
according to this source, and the sec
ond is due. It is sald to consist of ar.
tillery shells and fleld guns, includ-

igx antiaircraft cannon.

Whitman's Second Inaugural.
Albany, Jan. 2.—The second inaug-
uration of Charles 8. Whitman «a
Governor of New York today is ex-
pected to be one of the most brilliant
events of its kind in the state's his-
tory.
New War [..nister Named.
Jassy, Roumania, Jan. 2. — The wap
minister i{n the reconstructed Rou-
manian cabinet is Viatila Rratiano, a

brother of J. J. C. Bratiano, the pre.
wmier.
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CERMANS TOMAKE
MORE GUNS N1
PEACE HOPES FADE

THOUSANDS OF CANNON AND

MACHINE GUNS WEEKLY TO BE

"“HRESULT OF MIGHTY MANU-
FACTURING EFFORT.

TEUTONS EXPECT SHIFT
ON WESTERN WAR FRONT

Year Expected to Be One of Priva-
tions As Far As Internal Conditions
Are Concerned—New Offensive on
Verdun Front Is Planned—Von
Hindenburg Makes Appeal.

Berlin, Jan. 8.—Many thousand guns
each week Is the measure of the migh-
ty manufacturing effort which Ger-
many is now making for the campaign
of 1917—an effort upon which all the
manhood o« the nation which can be
spared from the front and regular
occupations, is belng concentrated un-
der the universal labor service law.

Counting four months before the
probable renewal of the world war in
full vigor, these figures mean a new
immense supply of canmon of all cali-
bers to meet the admittedly gigantic
effort which the Allies are expected to
make in this, the third year of Kitch-
ener's prophesy to turn the scale of
battle.

Munition Needs Great.

Along with these guns German fac-
tories are turning out corresponding
quantities of ammumition. And the
production of machine guns, each of
which virtually replaces a platoon of
men, has been placed on a scale far
beyond that of the past year.

The campalgn of 1917 will, it is
already evident, be fought as a wide
extension and development of the
Somme Dbattle, with even a heavier
concentration of artillery over a far
wider front and with lines literally
bristling with machine guns. Confi-
dence that their opponents will be un-
able to break through this wall of
steel and fire is not only expressed by
officials, but is manifested right down
into the ranks of the common people

Change Expected in West.

Another expected development of
1917 is a change in the center of grav-
ity on the weslern front. The Somme
battle has swept its way into com-
parative quietude and military experts
here believe recent advices point to a
transfer of the Allies' main effort most
likely to Verdum, where the French
recently have concentrated on extend-
ing their origiual size the sally port
west of the Meuse—the most obvious
point as that nearest to the heart of
Germany.

Candidate for Govermor Dies.

Kansas City, Mo, Dec. 31.-—Joseph
P. Fontron, camdidate for governor of
Missouri at the last election on the
“Prohibition and Progressive” ticket.
died at a local hospital

Allies Defy “Powers of Darkness.”

Londom, Jan. 2.—The morning news-
papers comment on the joint note of
the Allies in a manner similar to their
previous critielsms of the note of the
Ceatral powers, the emperor of Rus-
sla’s declaration with rezard to peace
and the speeches of the political lead-
ers. The Morring Post describes the
note as a document ir which “ten na-
tions have defied the powers of dark
ness and once more have pledged
chemselves to fight to the end” and
saye it “moral victory of extra-
rdinary moment to civilization.”

is a

SANDINAVIAN NOTES ARRIVE

SYMPATHY PLEDGED BY THREE
COMMUNICATIONS.

Norway, Sweden and Denmark Make
No Direct Offer of Co-operation—
Holland Not to Act.

Washington, Dec. 31, — The three
Scandinavian nations, Norway, Swe
den and Denmark, through identical
notes, the Norwegian copy of which
was handed the State department by
Minister Bryn, have expressed their
lively interest in President Wilson's
proposals looking towards the ‘‘estab-
lishment of a durable peace,” and
pledged their “deepest sympathy” with
all efforts to shorten the war.

The text of the note follows:

“It is with the most lively interest
that the Norwegian government has
learned of the proposals which the
Pregident of the United States has
just made with the purpose of facili-
tating measures looking toward the
establishment of a durable peace
while at the same time seeking to
avold any interference which could
cause pain to legitimate feelings.

“The Norwegian government would
consider itself failing in its duties
towards its own people and towards
all humanity if it did not express its
deepest sympathy with all efforts
which could contribute to put an end
to the ever increasing suffering and
the moral and material losses. It has
every hope that the initiative efforts
of President Wilson will arrive at a
result worthy of the high purpose
which inspired it.”

FORTY-SIX WOMEN DIE AS
CANADIAN ASYLUM BURNS

Inmates Trapped in Blaze—Scenes At
tending Fire Described as Horrify-
ing—Many Leap from Windows.

Montreal, Jan. 2.—Forty-six women
were burned to death in a fire that
destroyed St. Ferdinand de Halifax
asylum at St. Ferdinand de Halifax
Megantic . county, Quebec, according
to a report received here. Patients
of the asylum, of whom there were
180, were all women.

St. Ferdinand de Halifax is in an
almost inaccessible sectiomr of the prov-
ince and communications are poor.

Meager reports obtained from avail-
able sources give no intimation of the
cause of the fire which started while
the inmates were asleep and appar-
ently spread rapidly.

Reports described the scenes attend-
ing the fire as horrifying. The in-
mates of the asylum were uncontrol-
lable and many of them were said to
have leaped from high windows. Oth-
ers in bewilderment crouched in terror
near the windows until the flames
caught them.

American Republics Improve Finances,

Washington, Jan. 2.—The achieve

mission in promoting financial and
commercial co-operation among the
American republics are deseribed a8
marking a distinet succes: for the
ciovement in a report jpresented tq
President Wilson Ly the United States
section of the commi;sion.

Expects War's End This Year.

With the British Armies in
Jan. 2., (via London).—The arrival ot
1917 was welcomed on the western
fromt by the British and French sol
diers as a beginning of the end of the
great world war. There are varying
views as to how the end is to be
brought about, but there is no question
that throughout the Briish army there
is conviction that the next twelve
menths will bring a victorious peace.
Opinion as to how the war will end is

divided. -

CONGRESSTOROLD
NIGHT SESSIONS T0
COMPLETE TAGHS

MEMBERS RETURN TO WASHING
TON AFTER HOLIDAYS, READY
FOR HARD WORK ON ACCU-
LATION OF LEGISLATION.

FIGHT ON ADAMSON LAW
MAY MEAN EXTRA SESSION

Attitude of Brotherhood Officials Is
Known to Be Antagonistic to Presi-
dent’'s Program—Revenue Deficit

Looms up—Appropriation Meas-
ure to Be First Action.

Washington, Jan. 3.—Congressmen

are back in Washingtcn from their

Christmas holiday, prepared to get

down to hard work on the accumula-

tior of legislation that must be dealt

with before adjournment, March 4.
Appropriation measures will be cop-

sidered in the Senate immediately, the

Indian bill probably being first. Com-

mittees are paving the way for con-

sideration of railroad measures, a cor-
rupt practices bill and other general
legislation.

The House, which already has pass-
ed five appropriation bills, still has
nime more to work and will approach
its task vigorously with night sessions
in prospect for the near future.

Extra Session Not Favored.

Returning members who were re-
elected do not look with favor toward
an extra session and declare they are
willing to work night and day to avert
ome. They insist that none will be nec-
essary unless action on the railroad
legislation should be held up.

Upon the reconvening of Congress
chief interest will center in hearings
before the Senate Commerce commit-
tee on President Wilson's recommen
dations for legislation to supplement
the Adamson law, which was enacted
to become effective January 1, and the
constitutionality of which will be ar
gued in the supreme court next week.

Representatives of the railroad
men’s brotherhoods, the railroads of
the country amd the public have been
invited before the committee to ex-
press their views.

The attitude of the brotherhood of-
ficials is known to be antagonistic to
the President's recommendation that
Congress enact a law that would make
railroad strikes unlawful pending a pe-
riod of investigation by an official
board of imquiry, should mediation by
a board of conciliation fail to settle
threatened trouble.

Railroad employes say that such a
law, modeled after the Canadian dis-
putes act, would mean compulsory ar-
bitration and involuntary servitude
and that it would operate as a legal
ban on the right to strike.

LEAGUE OF PEACE NOT
APPROVED BY ROOSEVELT

Believes Plan Is Backed by Selfish Mo-
tives in Both London
and Berlin.

New York, Jan. 2.—“Germany is eb-
viously anxious to end the war, so long
as it can be ended to her advantage;
and it seems likely that with this end
In view she will encourage and praise
her dupes on this side of the water in
the movement for a League to Enforce
Peace. England seems likely to take
the same position; perhaps from sim-
{lar reasons; more likely for reasons
of home politics, in order to placate or
fool the English pacifists, Both Ber-
lin and London will act in their own
interests.”

Theodore Roosevelt in an article in
the Metropolitanr magazine makes this
assertion to illustrate his viewpoint
and his conception of the movement
to organize an international peace en-
forcement league.

MODEL IS FOUND SLAIN:
POLICE OBTAIN CLUE

Body of “Perfect Woman" Discovered
in Philadelphia Apartment—Prom.
inent Business Man Suspected.

Philadelphia, Jan. 2.—Dressed in
blue silk pajamas, the body of Grace
Colbert Roberts, 22 years old, art mod-
el and “perfect woman," has been dis-
covered in her apartments here. She
had been murdered.

In her role as a model, the slain

ments of the International High com. |

woman had posed for a silk stocking
i ad which has been displayed in street
car cards all over the country.

The name of the man who tortured
and then killed the woman is now in
the hands of the police and, according
to detectives, will lead to a man stand-
; Ing high in business circles of Chicago
and this city. Detectives followed the
trail to Chicago.

S

Arizona Governor Is Ina urated.

Phoenix, Ariz., Jan. zﬂ—:'.bomn E.
Campbell, republican, was inaugurateq
governor of Arizona Monday. There
were no inaugural ceremonies for
Governor G. W. P. Hunt, incumbent,
who claims the office, but when Govy-
ernor Campbell went to the executive
offices he found them locked. Gover-
nor Campbell delivered his iraugural
address to a great crowd that filled
the capigol grounds. There were no
serious disturbances. Scores of armed
deputies were scattered throughout
the assemblage,




