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TODAY'S WEATHKR.
Feb. 14. For Wisconsin:
Colder; nortn winds: fair weather; continued coldaud fair Tuesday. For Iowa: ConWashington.

tinued cold and clear weather; winds becoming variable; slightly warmer and fair Tuesday. For Minnesota: Continued cold and
Clear weather; variable winds; slightly
warmer and fair Tuesday. For >outii Dakota
and North Dakota; Clear and wanner Monday; warmer and generally fair Tuesday.
For Montana: Warmer; south winds; generally fair.
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it.Paul
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Dululh ...*.. 30.1S —0: Helena:..'... 30.101 28
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La
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PRICES OF WHEAT.
The experience of the present year is
(inn the confidence of those
likely to
wheat growers who have held rigidly to
the rule to market their crop as soon as
possible after harvest. There are many
abundantly able to hold tneir grain for
years who have adhered rigorously to
this rule all their lives, a::d they are
united in Hie belief that in the average
of years it hris been greatly to their advantage. It has been, perhaps, fortunate for them that so many have followed a different practics. Tlie inducements the past season to hold for higher
prices wers unusual. The most "discerning
could not resist the conclusion that the enormous
shortage in tlie crop over the water
-would swell the
figures
above
all recent precedent as the year wore
away. The farmers were deluged with
appeals to wait for the fancy prices that
were so sure to come. The crop year is
now half-gone, and the market stubbornly refuses to verify the anticipations of an unusual rise. There Is, undoubtedly, much destitution in portions
of Russia, i>ut there is evidently wheat
enough visible to meet the demands of
all consumers who can pay usual prices.
The stocks in the grain markets both
sides of the Atlantic and in transit are
large, and the ordinary decrease in January has not been met. The compilations of tin past month show but 1,200,--000 fewer bushels in sight at the end
than at the beginning. The year previous
the difference exceeded G.030,033 bushels, and January of 1890 showed a falling
away of 9,500,000 bushels. These are
not figures to stir high enthusiasm with
those who have dreamed of a golden
shower to reward them for their sagacity in holding for the later markets.
The fact is that the people who have
been expected to create the unusual demand have small ability to buy, even at
ordinary prices. They have to eke out
their subsistence in some cheaper way.
The promise now certainly is not favorable to any marked advance in wheat
in Europe, this season. Those who
have had the money for their crop to
use the past tew mouths are apparently
the most fortunate of the wheat grow-

ers.
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ELKCTIOX METHODS.
The Democrats in Michigan are the
targets for much Republican indignation on account of their adoption of the
district system in the choice of presidential electors. Itis not expected that
heated partisans will credit them with
•ny laudable motives in their action,
but thttt is immaterial. They have attracted attention to a palpable and serious defect in the method of ascertaining
the popular will. and. if this leads to the
adoption of a more equitable plan, they
willhave ample vindication. Just at
present their action seems to the partisans on the other side a great outrage,
because itinsures a division of the vote
of the state approximately in proportion
to the strcn>rth of the two parties. There
would be no room £orcompiainton party
grounds ifit were not assumed that the
state would be carried by the Republicans. This is based upon former conditions, and not tlie oresent ones.
At the
last state, election the Democrats had
•bout 10,000 majority, and it is fair to
Jre3iime that itis doubtful, ot least, for
this year. There is no doubt as to the
constitutionality of the district system.
The only variation in the Michigan action from the frequent early practice is
in the division of the state for the senatorial electors. The distinguished ju-Ist, Hon. TaoM.vs M. Coolev. discusses
the subject in a recent legal publication, without any intimation that
the
leeislaturc had exceeded its powers
in the act in question. He gives a historical reviewof the subject, and reaches
the conclusion that there should be
uniformity in method in the states. He
•would have the requirement placed in
the constitution. lie quotes HVldketii
as expressing the opiuion that the district system gave the fairest popular
test by approaching the nearest to a
direct vote. The states that employed
it changed to the state vote because it
gave them as slates less advantage by
the possible division of their electors.
It was a question of expediency, then,
that dictated the adoption of the
more prevalent methods. There is but
one. serious objection to the district ;
plan. It undoubtedly leads to gerrymanders in the apportionments when
they are left to the partisan legislatures.
No acceptable method has yet been deTised for obviating this, Recent experience has shown that, parties are
quite alike in their inability to resist
opportunities afforded in this direction.
Could there be sou" /? mechanical device
that would follow ouiy the census ta
1

bles and the lines of convenience to the
people, the district plan would be perhaps the best attainable. The requirement of uniformity is clearly desirable,
but iv reaching it it is quite as desirable
that the method should be as nearly
equitable as possible. There have been
various schemes discussed at different
times. One of these is called the
cumulative system. It proposes to
Klve each voter as many votes as there
are electors to choose and allow him to
distribute them, one each to the candidates, or mass them all for one man,
perhaps with other lines of division.
This would in this state give n party
with more than one-ninth of the total
one of the nine electors. The principle
is tenable, as it would recognize the
right of every man to equal representation, but in the larger states it would be
cumbersome, it has never trained much
hold upon the public mind. The method
generally known as the lUickalew one,
after the name of the Pennsylvania senator
it, has met
who advocated
the objections of critics more successfully, piobably, than any other.
Its purport is that the popular
vote In each
state shall be the
measure of strength in the electoral
college. In this state, for instance, the
total vote would be divided into nine
parts, and each party would have as
many electors as it had ninths of the
whole. This gives minorities a fair
showy and reduces to a minimum the
inducements to fraud, lv the large
contested states there is now strong
temptation to employ all the dubious
agencies that come into prevalent polities. A few thousand votes have several times controlled the thirty -six New
York electors.
Itis a strain on the integrity of partisan officials to be rigidly
honest when there is so much at stake.
Uuder this suggested plan no trickery
would be likely to change more thau
one or two electoral votes. The chief
objection to this method is that it reduces the importance of the great states
in the contest, which is really in its
favor.
THE CAPITOL CIRCUS.
At IU o'clock this morning, unless
something has happened to the troupe
since Saturday, the Johxsox-Staukkv
circus willresume its performances in
the capitol. Admission is free up to
the hall's capacity. the acrobats are very
good of their kind, and the show is entertaining.stiictly moral, and highly improving. The public are requested not
to crowd and to takeoff their hats. This
last may seem unnecessary, but it is
really due the occasion. Itis not generally known, but the whole thing is, in
point of tact, a judicial investigation
designed
to disclose
whether one
Stakkkv is "a practical architect and
sanitary engineer." Why it is important to find this out, the GLOBE has forgotten. Itis sure, however, that this is
the play's plot and motive, but its most
interesting features are its digressions.
Ithas consisted entirely of digressions
up to this point, but do one can tell how
long this willlast. There is a limit, undoubtedly, to the amount of capital its
promoters will be willingto expend in
the enterprise; and if anybody cares to
sip from this fount of intellectuality, he
had better take advantage of it while it
is on tap. Itis liable to be shut off at
any moment.
Saturday being a sort of holiday, the
performers tried to present something
which wooH be especially gratifying to
clergymen, teachers and school children. With this very commendable object in view, one of the leading men
asked a feature performer how he would
calculate the area of a triangle one of
whose sides was equal to the sum of
other two. This was received with great
applause by the school children and
teachers, because it was really a great
joke. It was like those other pleasantries, the answer to which is, "The boy
lied." The point of the tiiangle joke
is that there cannot be such a triangle.
One other conundrum made a great hit
also with the teachers and school chili-end. This was, how do you calculate
the area of a column which you have
never seen and none of the dimensions
of which you know. The real answer
to this sally is to say that you cannot do
much ifyou have only "pi" to work on,
"piv being the name of a symbol in
geometry which would enter,as a matter
of course, iv the calculation. The point
of this excruciating outburst is to be
found in the similarity of pronunciation
of "pi" and "pie." It was not brought
out very clearly en Saturday, but it will
be tried again some time during the
coming week.
For the benefit of the clergymen who
were iv attendance some theological
features were interspersed. The creed
of the People's church was first presented with stereopticon illustrations.
One performer said that it was Romanesque.
This was a play on the
word Roman, and the fun of it was that
the creed of the People's church is not
at all like that of the Roman Catholic
church. Perhaps there is a little obscurity about this, but it was appreciated by the clergymen for whom it
was designed. Theu the architecture
of the People's church was discussed,
and this question was put: "Why were
the little stones which appear scattered
ovei> the church's brick front put there
by the builders?" Several guesses were
made about this. The first one was
this: "Because the original plan wa?
to call the church after St. Stephen, the
disciple who was stoned." Itis, perhaps, needless to add that this was
wrong. Then someone ventured: "In
order to suggest that it takes rocks as
well as faith to run a church." But
this, also, was at ouce voted to be
away off. Finally somebody said that
he knew, but did not want to tell. Being threatened with the loss of his
salary, however, he revealed the awful
truth. "They were put there," he declared, "to make people ask questions."
After this there was tin adjournment
until today.
This morning the tirst part of the session will be devoted to the solution of
local mysteries. The azotino question
will be inquired into a little. The auditorium willbe alluded to also, and if
any ono. in the audience has any stale
scandals which he would like to see revived, ifhe will submit his inquiries iv
writing, they will receive attention.
The bulk of the time willbe consumed,
however, with an investigation of the
habits and customs of the Siamese and
the Burmese. This is in response to
the wide-spread curiosity about these
far countries which has been aroused
in the community by the recent presentations of "Wang" at the Metropolitan opera house. There ought to
ue a large audience, and, if its size warrants it, somebody may recite "Casey
at the Bat."
ARE FOR JOHNSON.
The Republican sentiment in Xorth
Dakota is divided over • the line drawn
by the wife of Coneressinan .lohxson
at the social fetes that are being given
at Washington by the families of its
representatives.
The \V.C. T. U. and
the - Prohibitionists are shouting their
delight that the Johnsonian
element
has planted itself firmly.upon the platform of abstinence and defiance of the
social customs of the -political metropolis. "Senator HANSBnouGii can afford
to be somewhat indifferent to tl«e home
feeling, as his six years in the 339at<;.
\u25a0

just commenced,

have
lie can put wino
on his banquet tablos. . But:Johnson
has probably insured His reiioiiiiuntion
by discarding it. The Prohibitionists
ili)iiiiii;iti'
the party, and willrally about
"the statesman in public life."
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SUNRISE SIGNALS.
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To
iii with, finely cut or sliced
for securing blankets for the Hottentots; Refrom rheumatism
for
attending a meeting of the executive
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808 LINCOLN'S BOOM.
ton, in the Famous Story Series pubown ranks and a straight-out revenue
The Floral Law of Color.
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reform ticket, which will surely take out by the roots, causing him great Waterbnry (Conn.) American.
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Louis Retongue, but was just a nameless con- I father for the ante now.—
and with or without the presidency is constriction in her head. Tc> add toiler
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