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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 1855.|

Rerorr oF J. Ross Browse.—We give up our |
|

eolumns to-day to the Report of J. Ross Browne, |
the sec-et :l'_'t'l'll of the Government, who visited ,
We forhear !
remak until the parties implieated, have time to |
be Lisard. We consider, however, the main por-
tion of Mr. Brewne's article As to the
combination which exists here, no Lody will deny
that. {

our Territory some months since.

correct.

(37 The War Eagle arrived yesterday forenoon. |
She left Galena Sunday afternoon and was de-
tained at Lake Pep'n, Monday night, in conse-
Sheleft with about 350 pas-

quence of a storm.
sengers.—Reports having been run into on her
downward trip by a little stern wheel hoat, to the |
small amount of $2,000. She will leave to-day |
about 2 o’clock. |
(%7 The steamer City Belle, Capt. Lodwick, ar- l
rived at our Levee early vesterday morning.

left Galena Saturday evening, and reports the | fin U not exceeding one thousan-] dollars, or im- | p
| pe

riveron the rise.  The clerk inforins us that she
had a considerable freight, but from his replies in |
regard to the number of passengers we are led to |
believe that but few came up on the City Belle.— |
Left yesterday. {

Urwarps or 5,000 !—From a close cstimate !
we thivk we can safely say, that upwards of 5,000 |
emigrants have reached our shores snee thie
opening of navization. Most of these p rsons
have not remained in the city, but have gone on |
to farms. Visitors will be coming along ahout |
the first of May, and then there will be busy |

times here. |

" m-nt the exclusive

Rior 1y Cnicaco.—We learn from a gentleman !
who came up on the War Eagle, that quite a riot |
was in course of progress in Chicago, when he

came through. A large number of ¢iti

ns were
armed, and several fights had taken place. The |
militury had Leen ordered out. The difficuity |

arose from theenforeement of the Liquor Law in |
that city. 1
. |

|

Finz xeaw Itasca.—We leain from Me. Gen, 11 |
Oakes, that a fire oceurred near Itasea last we k. ‘
A house, harn and several out-baildinzs were de-
stroyed.  Qur informant did not learn the name
of the owner.  The fire was caused by the burn-
ing prairie, the flames sweeping every thing be-
fore them.

Avormner Five at St. Astnoxy.—During  the
thunder storm on Monday evening, a barn belong-

ingz to Turner of St. Anthony was struck hy light- |

ning and consumed, together with two horses
. . . . . !
which were in the building at the time. {

ANew Dres Store.—Messis. Wolll & Steever, |
two young wen from Philadelphia, will open inn
short time a Drug Store, in the room formerly
occupied by Wm. Brewstery in Third st.

A Gervax Press.—We learn from Mr. Spiel,
who has just returned from the East, that a gen-
thmm in Chicago contemplates starting a Ger-
man Press in this eity in a few week

T30

(=77 The Blackliawk, erowded with freicht and

a larze number of passengers, left for St

Peters yestorday.  This snug little eraft is doing

a hne Lusiness.

SevesTY Teaws. —\ gentlem n rom Sauk Rap-
ids informs us that he eounted on the road be-
tween St Anthony and Sauk Rapids, seventy em-
izrant teams.

Swing.—We presume there is a law to prevent
Last

summer hogs were a great annoyance to pedestri-

swine from running at large in our city.

ans, but we hope this sumwmer they will be re-
moved. ‘

Creax Ur.—Summer is cominz—eclean up.— .
Nothing conduces so much to health as cleanliness. |
Remove the filth from your stores and dwellings—
serub out the dirt in the allies—put on a new bib

and tuck, and look respectable. |

Tue Sxeruine Houvse.—This establishment isi
now crowded with strangers. Mr. Bissell knows |

how to serve up a good dish.

(%" An effort was made in New York to hold
two of the instigators of the murder of Poole to
bail in the sum of $20,000. It was unsuccessful.
Others were held to bail in the sum of $10,000
and $20,000.

£#™ C. C. Hoffman is opening a very fine as- |
sortment of all kinds of Boots and Shoes. Per-
sons in want would do well to eall on him.

@& Strangers should bear in mind that there
is a law against using fire-arms within the city

limits. We make this announcement because we
observed several persons firing guns near

our office yesterday. Look out for the penalty.

To Book Mercuaxts.—Merchants visiting Ga- ’
lena, should by all means call onJ. N. Waggoner,
who has every thing in the Book and Stationery
line which is needed, for proof of which please
consult our advertising solumns.

McLagay & StieLmax.—This firm is now ready
for the spring trade, and thus far they have done
an excellent business. See card.

Rircmie & Co.—These gentlemen have laid in
their Spring stock of Goods, and are prepar&l to
furnish their customers with the latest and best
styles of hats and caps. Observe their card.

Tuar Ssower.—That glorious thunder storm
of Monday evening, allayed the dust and purified
the air. Nature was all a glee yesterday—on a
regular bust.

7" The Luella arrived last evening, crowded
with passengers.

. | being sold for more than the minimum.
= the first insertion, and fifty cents for each subsequent |

te will Le tuserted in the weekly at one- | the Commissioner to report the facts and circum-
| stances going to show the existence of such com-
| bination, with the testimony they might be able
mount cf | t0 procure on the subject.
| of Deccmber, these gentlemen replied that their
{ “belief in the existence of the aforesaid combina-

| tho eale.”?

| without any
| this correspondence is herewith submitted.

| or at the time of public sale of any of the lands

| or shall attempt to bar:ain, contract or agree

| agement, hinder or prevent any person or peisons

| in my possession, tend'ng to show that such a
. combination did exist; that the Register and Re-

! gation under official i

! ment will

| save, the Proel:mation o' the President offors for

! said lds for more than twelve months past has

| vious to the sale and are now much more valua-

| transaction not valid in law.

The Reserve Lands—Report of Mr. Browne.
Wasnixgrox, D. C. March 28, 1855.

Sik:—On the 11th day of September last, that

ortion of the Fort Snelling Reserve lying on the
eft bank of the Mississippi river was offered at
public sale under Proclamation of the President,
a copy of which is hereby transmitted. In accor-
dance with the notice thus given, the sale took
place at Stillwater on the day aforesaid, and was
attended by a large concourse of people interest-
ed in the purchase of the lands: and all the lands
offered for sale, were bid for and purchased at the
minimum price established by law.

In a letter dated the 18th of September, the

| Register and Receiver of the Land office at Still-
| water, notified the Commissioner of the General

On the 4th of October they were instructed by

In a letter of the 9th

tion was based mainly upon public ramor,” &e.,
and ¢ that the utmost harmony prevailed durinz
‘T'he commissioner in a letter dated
February 2d, 1835, c¢ nsures these officers for
having in their communication of September 18th,
by implication at least, charzed the purchasers at
the sale therein referred to, with being guilty of
an offence against the laws of their cuunlr_\", for
which, if convicted, each would bave been [iable
to a fine of one thousand dolliis anl two years
imprisonment, anl that too upon mere ramor,
whizh upon investigation seems to hive Leon !
¥ tanzibl: sounl:tion. A copy of

It is provided by the 4th scetion of the Aet of
March 31st, 1820, regualating the sales of publie
lands,that, *¢ If any porson or persons sh:l before

of the United States, barg

n, contract or agree,

wiith any cther persons, that the last named per-
ons shall not bid upon or purchase the

ol for sale, or any parcel thereof, or
shall by intimidation, ¢combination or unfair man-

nmesota @

Hox. R. McCLELLAND, Secretary of the Interior.

L mwen

$

Weckly Times.

ST. PAUL, MINNESOTA, TUESDAY, MAY 1, 1855.

I submit in this connection a list of the Lands
sold and the names of the purchasers, taken from
the records of the Genernr Land Office, together
with copies of the St. Paul Democrat and Weekly
Minnesotian, containing the business notices of
wost of the speculators therein named.

The principal purchaser, William R. Marshall,
is a merchant and speculator. Alpheus G. Fuller
is an Indian Trader and speculator. George L.
Becker is a member of the firm of Rice, Hollins-
head & Becker, dealers in exchange and real es-
tate. Henry M. Rice is the Delegate to Congress
from Minnesota. Charles L. Emerson who obtains
five acres of the land purchased by C. L. Rice, is
editor of the Democrat, known as the “Rice Or-
gan”’ and member of the firm of Emerson & Case,
land agents and speculators. George W. Biddle
is a Dentist and specuiator. W. S. Combs is a
Bookseller and land speculator. All these gen-
tlemen are residents of St. Paul, and none of
them now occupy, or ever actually occupied or
lived upon these lands.

In a letter to the editor of the Democrat, en-
closing a copy of the letter of the Commissioner
of the General Land Office, of February 2d, on
the subject of this sale, Mr. H. M. Rice, the Dele-
gate from Minnesota, states that *‘the sale is vir-
tually confirmed,” and “congratulates the hardy
pioneers of Minnesota’ upon the result.

I takeit for granted that the speculators whose
names appear in the above list, are the pioneers
to whom he refers. Permit me to state thatthere
exists to my personal knowledge, associations of
persons throughout Minnesota interested in the
purchase of government lands at the minimum
price, and bound by a solemn compact to carry
into effect the will of the members. That most
of the speculators are connected either by politi-
cal or pecuniavy interest with these claim associa-
tions; that I saw the advertisements of such as-
sociations on the trees and public places, calling
mestings at stated times and places, and Lecame
cognizant of their principal objects by conversa-
tion with the inewmbers ; and that one of these is
to secure to such claimints by mutual pledges and
by force of arms if necessa'y, all the rights re-
cogznizad by the association whether in violation
of law or otherwise.

‘There are other and more explicit reasons which
govern me in the conclusion, that a combination
did exist at the sale, and that an attempt has been
made to defraud the government of the enhanced

from bidding upon or purchasing any tracts ofi
land so offered for sale, every such cffender, his, !
’ - i

duly convicted, shall for every sueh offence be |

prisonment not exceefinz two years, or both at
the discression of the court.”

desire to call your attention to several im-
portant facts conaceted with this subjoet, and to
submit for your consuderation, such proofs as are

ceiverat Stillwater could have obtained the proofs i
had they rerformed their daty: that no investi- |
5 1 3 |

|

uctio.s has taken placo; |
2s are confirmed th? govern- |
be defrauded out of three hunlred
thousand dollars, whie'i of rizht belongs to the
people of the United States aninotto the citizens
of Mitnesota.

Th2 act of Mareh 341807, scearing tha govern-
zhit to the public lands, pro-
vides that “persons nz poss ssion of or making
sottlements on any lands cedod or seeurel to the
United Stat. s, not previously sold or the claim
to which has not brnr nized, or persons caus-
ing sweh Linds to he occupied, surveyed &e., until
awhorized by law, forfeit thor right &

Under the provis ons of the act of Auzuast 16th
1853, reducing the limits of the Fort Snelling Re-

and that if thes: s

sile cortain lands within the Reserve on the lefi
hank of the Mississippt, **which linds are not
subject to pre-emplion daivs.’”

i dnthe mopth of Felwawy last T visited thes:
! Imds personal’y. and found that claim houses
i had been buiit upon them for several years past ;
| that long previous to the sale, these pretended
| claims bad Leen in the possession of speenlitors
| living in St. Paal, and that the setual value of

been from forty to three hunlred dollars per
acre.

‘Lh> port'on of the Reseive offcred for sal®, lies
between the towns of St. Anthony and St. Panl,
and derives its value frem the proximity of these
towns which are butnine miles apart. Some of
these lands bordeiing on the town of St. Paal,
were held at two hunlied dollars an acre, pre-

ble. The averagze value of the whole tract is at
least eighty dollars per nere. 1 considerthe valae
an important point, tending to show the existence
of a combination to prevent the government from
deriving more than the minimum price.  No pre-
emption or other rights were recoznized by law,
and free competition was invited by the terms of
the pfelamation.

To suppose that the land agents and speeula-
tors who were present, were prevented from bid
ding from mouves of person:l frien Iship for the
claimants hold ng pos=ess‘on of the lands, wouid
b to cast an imputition upon their charactor os
business meinynot compatib e with the known rep-
utation of Lind speeul ito:s throuzhout Minnesota.

I respectfully sabmit a copy of a protestsign d
by Lyman C. Dayton, and filed in the G nerat
Land Cflice, showing that on the Sth diy of Aa-
gust—a mon.h previoas to the sale, Charles R.
Rie: sold to sud Dayton, foriy-seven acres of
Jand within the reserve, for the sum of $1037,
whieh 1ind the said Riece hought at pablic sale on
the 1lth of Sepiember, for $1 25 per acre, or
about $6 ).

In th2 agreement accompanying the protest (a
copy of which is also suhm’tted) Mr. Kice ¢binds
himself to the amount of the consideration paid
to him, to use his influenceand do every thing for
the protection and securing of the claim to the
said Dayton, as if he alone was interested, and
iL is also agreed that the snid Dayton pay orcause
to be paid, a pro rata expense of obtaining title
to the lands, he to incur all the risk in the premi-
ses, and possession of said land to remain in the
said Rice unt:l title is obtained as aforesaid.”

In its relation to the Government, this case
stands upon precisely the same footinz as all
others.

Most of the claims in whole or in part changed
hands at bigh prices, ranging from forty to seve- |
ral bundred dollars per acre, previous to the sale.
I contend therefore that the following facts are
established :

Ist. That a portion of the lands sold at the
government sale for S1 25 per acre, or about $60
in the aggregate, was sold one month previously
at private sale for about $41 per acre, or $1,927 |
in the aggregate.

2d. That if Mr. Dayton was not aware of the
existence of a combination nnd was not deterred
from bidding by that knowledge, it would have
been to his interest to bid from $1 25 per acre up
to the amount which he actually paid, bechuse he
could thus have obtained without risk and directly !
from the government a tract of land for which he |
paid $1,927 with all the risk which attaches to a |
See sec. 5, Act

March 31, 1830.

3d. That Mr. Rice bound himself in consider-
ation of a pro-rata share of the expense from
Dayton, to * use his influence and do every thing
in his power, to secure the claim,” when the only
process required by law was for the said Dayton
to bid more than any other bidder.

These lands were not subject to pre-emption.—
But even if they were, as there appears to bea
strong prejudice in the new Territory in favor of
the original settlers and claimants, whether their
claims be legally made or otherwise, the result
would be the same. The purchasers would under
the act of September 4th, 1841, possess no such
pre-emption rights; most of them being land
agents and speculators residing in the town of St.
Paul. In the case above referred to, Charles R.
Rice has never personally resided upon the land
claimed By him, but has employed Mr. A. B. Sloan
to occupy and protect the premises, which fact is
admitted b{ implication in the last clausc of the
agreement een him and Lyman C. Dayton.

A

valu: of the lands, arising not from ealtivatioa
or actual settlement on tiic same, 'ut from the
proximity of certain townswhich have sprungup

Sho | her, or their aiders and abettors, belng thereof | iy the natural course ¢f trade.

Me. Charles L. Emerson, on2 of the parties
rsonally and peceuniarily intercsted, as appears
by the contract between Messrs. Rice and Dayton,
sdmitted to me that there was a combination to
prevent bidding; that the bidders had elubs on
the ground to use force if necessary, and were
prepared with a boat to carry off any person who
might bid more than th2 minimuwm j that he pre-
sumel nobody would dony this fact, but that he
considered them perfectly justified in protectinz
their claims, and contended that the government
had no right, in justice or equity, to more than
the minimum prie: for any of her public lands, —
This is the popular doctrine in M nnesota, and is
the doctrine advocated in the Democrat and other
newspapers in St. Paul.

Mr. E. W. Paclkard, agent anl partner of Ly-
man C. Dayton, state:d to me that the reason why
they (the firm) did not compete for lands offered
at the sale was, that they were well aware such
comp-tition woull suhjeet them to personad as-
sault, if not move serious consequence 3 that they
would have willingly have given forty dollars an
acie for several specified lots, not the most val-
ua'le; and that the existenee ol a eombiiation
wis so notorious it would have been folls to at-
tempt to contend again:t it 5

Duringz my stay in Minnesota, 1 convers=d
froely with many persons on this subject, who at-
tended anl were interested in the sale, and did
not hear a single individaal deny that there was
=uch a combinat’on, buat on the contrary was in-
formed by several that they saw two wagon loads
of clulis on the ground, and that they koew very
well that foree was intended, should it become
necessary to prevent competition in bidding

It is quite prohable, as stated in the letter of
the Register anl Receiver, ¢ that the utmost har-
mony prevailed during the sale.”” The means
adopted by the purchasers were such as to insure
¢ the utmost harmony.”  There was but little en-
couragement for a breach of the peace where the
claimants and their aiders and abettors were so
we!l furnished with weapons for the prompt pun-
ishment of any offender.  Ilad there been no con-
bination, and no mcans of intimidation used,
there would doubtless have beesn less harmony.—
Where the conflicting interests involved were so
important and speculation was at its heigat, it
would not have been singalar had there been sev-
eral breaches of the peace, under a system of free
conpetition.

I'he pretension that the settlement of the coun-
try is advancel by unfair management of this
kind, is entirely unwarranted by facts.  All rea-
sonable encourazement should be given to actual
settlers who reside upon and caitivate the lands;
bat if the laws governing pre-emptions and pab-
lic sales ave to be set aside, and government re-
sxves hell open to speculators, then the fact
shou'd heeom: ;.',"nurulﬁ_\' known under official in-
struction, so that all speculators ean cijoy an
cqual chance of securinz claims upon the Indian
an | other reserves yet unoeccupied by whit: set-
tlers.  ‘The constant roference made i Conziess
and elsewhere to the hardy pioneers of the West,
is, in the sense in which it becomes practically ap-
plicible, cilcalated to mislewd the public mind.
the advantages d rived by the class referred to,
from the enhane:d value of the public lands in
the new Territories, resu’ting from the inlux of
popalation, are comparitvely small. It is the
unscrupulous speculators, who never reside upon
or cu'tivate the !ands—the non-productive mem-
Liers of the community —who derive the advantage,
because they have the capital and means of coin-
b nation and wield the political power which ena-
bles them to represent their interests in Congress
and to legalize by special enactments all viola-
tions of law in which they have a pecuniary in-
terest. For practical examples, 1 respectfully re-
fer you to an Act passed on the 2nd of March
last, and to the Act of 1852, upon which it is
based, recoznizing certain pre-cmption claims in
the Fort Suelling Reservation originally made in
violation of existing laws, by which the town of
Mendota is secured to the proprieto:s. Mr. Sib-
ley, late Delegate in Congress, is the principal
owner of this town, and there are others, promi-
nent as speculators and politicians, whose names
are not material. I also refer you to all thecir-
cumstances stated in this communication and to
the list of names of the parties interested in that
part of the Rescrvation lying on the east side of
the .\lissiseippi, among which will be found that
of 1I. M. Rice, the present Delegate from Minne-
sota.

In view of these considerations, I cannot but
believe that it is due to the public and to the
preservation of the integr.ty of national legisla-
tion, that an investigation of all the facts and
circumstances connected with the settlement and
sale of lands within the Fort Snelling Reserve
shouid be instituted; and that all patents for
these lands now pending in the General Land
Office, should be suspended until an official re-

rt can be made upon the sabject, accompanied
K; the necessary testimony.. o
I bave the honor to be. very respectfally,

Your obedient servant.
[Signed.]

J. ROSS BROWNE.

@&~ George H. Oakes, Esq., from Sauk Rap-
ids was in our office yesterday. He informs us
that every thing in that vicin:ty is in a flourishing
condition. The Frontiersman will appear in a
short time.

A Lvexy Rac-PickerR.—A rag-picker in San
Francisco, while tearing out the lining of an old
trunk that had been thrown from the Crescent
City Hotel, discovered twenty $20 pieces snugly

stored u their ed Some former owner
the mro:-d dou placed them there for
concealment.

THURSDAY, APRIL 26, 1855.

MiN~Esora Poritics.—Minnesota politics are a
conglomeration of the most incongruous elements
to be found in the West. There are so many fac-
tions and cliques here—so many diverse views—
S0 many avenues of temptation, and such a great
desire to over-reach and accumulate wealth, that
party and personal bitterness are engendered, and
all sorts of tricks and falschoods are resorted to,
to defame and injure one another. This is all
wrong—it injures those who are implicated—it
injures the character and standing of our people—
in fact, it injures the whole Territory. During
the past winter, a worse state of politics never ex-
isted than held sway over our Legislature, and
this fact became so notoriously known, that a Se-
cret Agent of the Government was sent here to
investigate matters and report forthwith. That
report has called forth a new editionof epithets,
and it is to be presumed, from present appear-
ances, that the warfare will be kept up for some
time to come. Scarcely has one subject become
thoroughly discussed, when another is raised, and
wave after wave of billingate is rolled along, car-
rying with it all sorts of blackguardism, and per-
sonal invectives. When these things will cease,
there is no telling—certainly not until some of
those who are the cause of the disturbance shall
learn to respect themselves by refraining from
words and deeds which well befit the purlieus of
our great cities. The new excitement, caused by
Mr. Browne’s Report, is calculated to awaken old
animosities, and to stir up anew the dirty fiith of
Minnevota politics.

Fire !—Yesterday morning, a small building in
the lower part of the city, owned by a widow wo-
man by the name of Mrs. Mchegan, was destroy-
ed by fire. Several emigrants who had no place
to store their goods, had received permission to
place them in the building, and it is supposed
that some of them dropped a spark from a pipe
or cigar, and hence the origin of the fire. Loss
to the cmigrants, between $15 and $20. Loss to
Mrs. Mechegan, about $100.

(=7 The alarm last evening was caused by the
burning of a chimney on the house opposite the
Catholic Church. No damag-.

Lerter oF Mr. Rice axp Ormers.—We give
place to-day to the letters of Hon. H. M. Rice,
Gov. Gorman and Lyman C. Dayton, relative to
the late report of J. Ross Browne, the secret
agent of the Government, concerning the sale of
the Rescrve Lands at Stillwater. Should any
other letters appear on the subject, we should be
happy to give them publicity, for it is due to all
that the facts in the case should be known.
SicrETARY RossER.-—This gentleman denies ever
having spoken or written a word to Mr. Browne
relative to the sale of the Reserve Lands. Ile very
justly feels ind'gnant that his name should be
broaght belore the public in connection with this
matter.

%~ Mr. Wisehurg, the gentleman who laid out
a town on the Upper Mississippi, last fall, return-
&l from the East a few days since.
us that large numbers of Germans and other emi-
grants contemplate removing to Minnesota this
Spring.

IIc informs

(%™ The committec appointed by the Common
Council, to inquire into the propriety of reducing
some of the salaries of the City Officers, reported
adversely to the reduction, but recommended
that the salary of the City Physician be paid oat
of the County Treasury.

Oyixovs.—We saw a man in the strect yester-
day with one hundred doilars. Ile was immedi-
ately arrested by the Mayor. People should be
cautious and rot carry moncy in the streets—it is
dangerous business these days.

%7 Kentucky No. 2, O. Ameos, Master, arriv-
cd Tucsday cvening at our landing, with a light
freight from Oquawka, Ill.  She left for Stillwa-
ter vesterday.

Reau Estrate.——Persons who desire to purchase
Real Estate, can get splendid bargains by ealling
on A. Piersc. See his advertisement.

Low Water.—The water on the Little Rapids
in the Minnesota River, is quite low, there not be-
ing sufficient water to allow cither the Black
[awk or the Mongello to go over.

(=" The steam propeller Oregon, of Cleveland,
exploded her boiler at Detroit, on the 20th, kill-
ing thirteen persons and wounding five. She
sunk.

(37 Weather cold and the sky cloudy yester-
day. Fires comfortable.

(3™ A dispatch from New York of the 19th,
states that Washington Irvinz was thrown from
his horse and seriously injured.

(=" The Common Council, at their late ses-
sion, refused to allow the billof D. C. Cooley, of
%200, for drafting Fire Ordinance.

(=™ The Galena was expected yesterday.
=" The Editor arrived this morning, early.

(% There was aoother report in Paris, which
may prevent the departure of the Emperor for
the Crimea. It was said that the plague, withall
its hideous systems, had made it appearance in
the allied army. It had been caused by thegreat
number of corpses which were buried very negli-
gently. The Emperor would not incur the risk of
exposure to such a pestilence, in addition to the
perils of war, at least so says the London Econ>-
mist, pretty good authority.

7" Anthony Burns is lecturing at the East,
with the view of obtaining the means to fit him
for the ministry.

(=" It is cstimated by those who have taken
the pains to themseives up in relation to the
matter, that double the amount of ground will be
tilled in Minnesota this year than was last.—St.
Louis Herald

Certainly there will be, and there will be double
the namber of persons to till it.

F Dreadful Shipwreck—U of
rom ‘mmuvn pw pwards

Letters from Sydney state that a vessel, name
unknown, had been wrecked on Bampton Shoals,
and 500 Chinese passengers and a portion of the
crew were lost. The master and eight men only
were saved. These m~de for Cape Dennis, ina
boat, and on landing were attacked by the natives
and five of them killed. 3

Trade in Australia bad somewhat improved, but
politically matters were unmsatisfactory. The
prices for wool were flat.

§&" A sailor’s letter from the Crimea thas de-
scribes the Turkish camps: “ Some of these mud
buts are highly finished off : for instance, we saw
one with a glass window, one with a chimney, and
one with a wooden door, to which was suspended,
by a piece of string, a large stone for a knocker.”

Henry M. Rice’s Reply to Mr. Browne.
Wasaiseron, April 9th, 1855.
Hox. R. McCLELLAND, Secretary of Interior :

Sir: On the 28th ultimo, Mr. J. Ross Browne
made a re%ort in relation to the sale on the 11th
of September, 1854, of the late Military Reser-
vation at Fort Snelling, the extraordinarv char-
acter of which report renders it proper that I
should take some notice of its contents. It is ap-

arent from the face of the document, that bﬁ-
Browne’a chief object was to assault the charac-
ter and injure the reputation of certain citizens
of Minnesota, who have become obnoxious to
those whose delinquences he wishes to conceal,
rather than to promote the public interests by a
truthful exposition of the facts as they are known
to exist.

In furtherance of this object, he sets out by
charging that there was an unlawful and fraudu-
lent combination among a large number of per-
sons, to defraud the Government of the value of
these lands: that this combination succeeded by
force and violence in preventing competition at
the public sale: that the Government was defraud-
ed of more than three hundred thousand dollars:
that the punishment })rescribed by law for this
offence, is a penalty of one thonsand dollars, and
imprisonment for two years: that Henry M. Rice,
the Delegate to Congress from Minnesota, was
one of the purchasers at that sale, who, among
the other guilty parties, purchased a part of the
said Military Reservation at $1 25 per acre, and
thus defrauded the Government by preventing
competition, &c.: *¢that Charles L. Emerson, edi-
tor of the Democrat, known as the ‘Rice Organ,’
had purchased five acres of said reserved lands;”?
that ¢ Henry M. Rice, the Delegate from Minne-
sota,” wrote a letter, that ¢ these sales were vir-
tually confirmed,” and ¢ congratulated the hardy
pioncers,”” &c., &e.; and in conclusion, refers
anew to a list of the zames of the purchasors,
and reileraies that “among which will be found
that of IIenry M. Rice, the present Delegate from
Minnesota.”?

It is =pparent from the cona:etion of my name
in s0 many forms, with the sales of this Military
Reservation, that the object of Mr. Browne was
to point me out to the Department, and to th:
publie, as the-chief instigator of a stupcndous
fraud apon the Government, and one who realized
enormous profits from the transaction. Fortu-
nately, the records of your own Depa:tment con-
viet Mr. Drowne of falschood on every material
statement he has made against me. The records
of your own department as well as the records of
the Land Office at Stillwater, where the sale took
p'ace, proves that 1 did not purchase any land at
the sale. The same records prove, that the lands
mentioned by Mr. Browne, as having been pur-
chased by me at that sale, had hacn cntered and
paid for by me at that same office, nearly three
years previous. ‘The same records prove that the
tract of land, which Mr. Browne says belonged to
the military reservation of Fort Snelling, did not
belong to that reservation, and was not embraced
w:thin its limits. The same records prove, that
the tract of land in question was never purchased
by me at public sale at any time; but that, after
naving he:n offered at public sale, at $1 25 per
acre, when there was no pretest of a combina-
tion, and not being sold, for the reason that no
one would bid, was struck off to the Government
and subscquently entered by me at private sale,
in the usuil manner.  In short, the records prove
that every statement made by Mr. Browne for the
purpose of fixing a charge of fraud upon me, was,
and is, absolutely false. The truth 1s, I was not
at the sale in question ; had no person there to
represent me ; had no interest in any of the land
to be offercd ; was not in the Territory of Minne-
sota at the time of the sale ; but on the contrary,
hundrads of miles distant, and had no knowledge
whatever of the ciicumstances attending such
sale.

With these facts before you, what confidence,
may I ask, sir, can be placad in the statements of
vour agent, making charges of fraud against my-
sell and others, when it is obvious thut his object
was to direct public attention from my enem es,
and thereby aid and assist them in covering up
and conceal’ng their own delinguencies. .
Ile cannot plead ignorance for these false state-
ments, for ths facts appear on record, and he re-
fers to those very records, and at the same time
falsifics tham for the purpose of making his
charges plausible.

It 18 trae, as Mr. Browne states, the sale refer-
red to did take place at the time mentioned ; and
from his list of purchasers, it appears that there
were twenty-three bidders present, who reside
from twenty to twenty-five miles from the Land
Office, which is located in a city containing about
two thousand inbhabitants, who, Mr. Browhe would
have it appear were intimidated by the said twen-
ty-three purchasers “forming the combination.”
The Register and Receiver having becn instrue-
ted to report all the facts, did report that  the
utmost harmony prevailed during the sale.”” In
regard to the land itself, I have to state that there
is not a single quarter section that was not culti-
vated prior to the sale, nor a quarter section that
was not otherwise improved, some of which im-
provements, upon a single eighty acre tract, cost
over $5000.

It is true, as Mr. Browne alleges, that some of
these lands had been cultivated and occupied for
¢ several years past;” and it is also true, that the
land is now very valuable! But who made it so?
The settlers themsclves, by the introduction of in-
dustry, eapital and civilization into that new and
distant region. Seven years ago St. Paul and
St. Anthony did not exist; and but little more
than six years since the sites upon which they are
erected were entered at $1 25 per acre; much of
which is at the present time worth from $10,000
to $30,000 per acre; therefore, according to the
reasoning of this special agent, the government
has been defranded inthese purchases, of an enor-
mous sumn of money! and it cannot be perceived
why he did not also ask to have those entries can-
celled. Ile does not believe that ¢ land specula-
tors throughout Minnesota, wer: prevented from
bidding by motives of personal friendship for the
clnimnants holding posccesion of tholund 2 Na'th.
er do I. But a sense of honor prevented any but
the rightfal claimants from bidding. There is a
bond stronger than any law, which makes honest
men respect the rights of their neighbors, and 1
am glad that that bond is so universally respected
throughout Minnesota.

Your agent submits a copy of a protest and
agrecment, &c., given him by Lyman C. Dayton,
by which it appears that Charles R. Rice agreed
to sell said Dayton forty-seven acres of said land
for 1,937, which the s1i Rice bought for about
$60. Itis to beregretted that Mr. Browne, while
examining into the prwate affairs of the citizens
of Minnesota, d'd not ascertain what the improve-
mentson this land cost Mr. Rice. It is well-known
to every man the least conversant with the west,
that clatms are sold every day ; and thatimprove-
ments are constantly chanzing hands upon both
the surveyed and unsurveyed lands, und are re-

arded as properly by the local laws. Nordol
fnow of any law human or divine that binds men
in Kansas or Minnesota, to keep ion of
their claims and improvements any longer than it
may suit their interest or convenience so to do;
neitber can 1 see how a man’s land, regularly

rchased can be taken from him, because his
improvements and those of his neighbors have
made it worth more than he paid for it. And as

his own knowledge, b personal observation t!

8 ““combination exi-t’ed ;”” he saw ““notices .t:::
upon trees, and in public p! ,””—he saw men
determined to protect themselves and he knows
that ¢ most of the speculators are connected eith-
er by political or pecuniary interest, with these
claim associations.” I hope this part of his re-
port will not be held sufficient to make out a case
of high treason against any of our citizens! »

Mr. Charles L. Emerson admitted to this special
agent *‘ that the bidders had clubs!” He might
have admitted also, and with equal force upon
his introduction to Mr. Browne, that the minds
of certain persons were strangely affected by cer-
tain phuses of the moon.

“Iwo wagon loads of clubs were found upon
the ground.”” Perhaps they were cut upon gov-
ernment land! If so, he should have reported
this fact to the timber agent! It seems to have
been unfortunate that those settlers did not invite
Messrs. Dayton & Packard to ay into the United
States Treasury $40 per acre for the lands, $1.25
being for the land and the balance for the hard
labor and righteous earnings bestowed upon it by
the enterprize, and industry of American citizens.

Mr. Browne further says that “William R.
Marshall, the principal purchaser, is a merchant
and a speculator.”

h'N:l":’ Mr. Marshall is simply a merchant, and
is character.for integrity will col
bly with that of lnytegrnn’, either un?t. l; mth'?.r:
He is universally respected ; and for that reason,
poor men solicited him to go and bid off the lands
upon which they had settled, to save them from
the cxgense of attending the sale. Not one foot
of land was purchased for himse!f, but he atten-
ded the sale and bid it off for the sole purpose
of accommodating the poor. An? bad Mr.
Brownz examined the records, with the same care
he scems to have bestowed upon advertiscments
in nowspapers, and “notices stuck upan trees,”
or with the willingness he guve ear to the idle
ossip of idle persons, he would have found that
Mr. Marshall had, trus to his trust, conveyed to
each individual settler, the lands ke had improv-
ed. Nor did he cven charge the sottlers one
fartbing for tho services he rendered thein.
Alpheus G. Fulleris not, nor has he been engaged
in the Indian trade for scveral years—he is one of
the oldest residents of the Terr.tory, and instead
of be'ng a speculator is a truly encrgetic and in-
dastrious contractor and manufactarer. George
L. Becker is alzo an old resident and had.made
large improvements upon the land he purchased.
Henry M. Rice was the Delegate in Congzress
and J. Ross Browne was sent to Minnesota as
“Special Agent”—neither of them were in the
Territory at the time of the sale, and neither of
them it is believed had any interest in it—cer-
tainly the former had none.’
““C. L. Emerson obtains five acres!” Five
acres!! almost enough for a vegetable garden!—
He is ¢ Editor of the Democrat known as the
¢Riceorgan.’” Adangerousmanindeed! Edits
a paper in Minnesota, and is the owner of five
acres of land!!! The we!fare of the Rerublic
requires that his enormous and growing aspira-
tions should be checked — his possessions reduced.
This should be looked to!
Greorge W. Biddle is u dentist and—¢ a land
speculator.” He would scircely be convicted of
the latter charge: to the former he will plead
guilty ; for he is a dentist—a poor but honest man
—n mechanie !
William 8. Combs is a Bookseller, and the sp2-
cial agent says ¢ a land speculator.” If owning
a few acres of land makes a man a land specu-
lator,” then Mr. Browne is right, and W. S.
Combs must be a ¢ land speculator.”
Mr. Browne asserts that they all reside in St.
Paul; if he means to restrict this expression to
those named, it is perhaps true, with the excep-
tion of Dr. Riddle ; but if he means to emliracs
in it, all the purchasers at the land sale, it is
equally of a picce with the balance of bis report;
as certainly not one-fifth of the purchasers of the
lands in question do now, or did at the time of
the sale, reside in St. Paul.
Dr. Biddle boilt a house, plowed, planted, sow-
el, reaped, and resided upon the land he pur-
chased.  Ile resided on it for months prior to the
sale, and continued to reside upon it, until the
winter had set in, when he removed with his fam-
ily to town to remain until Spring.
II. M. Rice, the Delegate, did write that the
sales were  virtnally confirmed,” and did ¢ con
gratulate the hardy pioncers of Minnesota upon
the result;” and justice and truth will sustain
him in writing that letter, Mr. Browne to the con-
trary notwithstanding; and thc only regret Mr.
Rice has in regard to the matter is, that the citi-
zens of Minnesota should be made to suffer,
through the ignorance or corruption of othe:s.
The Special Agent again says, ¢ during his stay
in Mionesota, he conversed freely with many per-
sons on the subecct, and none denied that there
was a combination.”” This is very probable; and
be may have “ conversed very freely’ upon other
-subjects which they did not deem it important to
deny. Suppose they did not. What doos that
amount to? Certainly not that a “combination
existed,” or that the other subjects were proper
ones for investigation by a Specinl Agent. He
says further, “that by the act of 1852, the town
of Mendota is secured to the proprietors, and that
Mr. Sibley, th> late Delegate in Congress, is the
principal owner of this town, and there are oth-
ers, “prominent speculators and politicians whose
names arc not material to mention.” Now I can-
not see why it is so important that Mr. Browne
should make known the names of all the promi-
nent speculators and politicians in Minnesota;
such information—the result of his valuable re-
scarches—might become rnnl{ important hereaf-
ter, as historical reference. In respect, however,
to Mendota, it was a county scat in 1849—-about
ong hundred voters reside there. Mr. Sibley has
resided there about twenty years, and resided
there under the authority of the Government. He,
with others, went there when the entire count:
was a wilderness, and he and others have expend-
ed probably over onc hundred thousand dollars
upon the land. And had Mr. Browne looked at
the law of 1844, (or got some onc to cxplain it
to him,) ke would Dave scen the roity of making
the allusion to Mendota he did ; and again, deli-
cacy should bave restrained him—a special gov-
ernment agent—from commenting in such a man-
ner upon any law pass:d by the Congress of the
United States.
He says, “ the Government was defrauded out
of at least three hundred thousand do!lars by this
sale.” In the entire Territory there was not in
the hands of all thecitizens, one half of that sum.
Where then was the thrce hundred thousan dol-
lars.to come from?
I cannot believe that this administration will
use its power to deprive men of the money, labor
and time they have expendcd—to say nothing of
the hardships they have had to encounter in settiing
the Great West; neither am I willing to believe
that this administration will countenance the re-
port of a Special Agent who has evidently travel-
ed outside of the common courtesies of life, for
the purpose of injuring citizens of the country
ecither niarily or in reputation.

Public notice was given in thop-rrﬂbm
months in advance, that on the 11th of Septem-
ber, 1 this tract of land would be offercd at
public sale, at the Land Office in Stillwater, and
sold to the hi bidder—notice sufficient to
have enabled reds of thousands of nnom
to have been present had they desired—thy sale
took place in accordance with the President’s
Proclamation. The Land Officers’ that
the ¢ utmost harmony mﬂ’l«l during the sale,”

i —received evi-
ir homes. This
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Mzssas. Epitors:—In the
Browne, Esq., which wa's publisted in your
umns y_qaterdny, there were statements made as
emanating from our firm; which I consider it my
duty to correct, that the facts as (hei exist may

crt of J. Ross
col-

be fully known,

and the rights of
pt;indiced by an ke . gLy

2 *“ex parte” report.
t is true, ns was stated in the document above
referred to, that I purchased from Mr. Charles R.
Rice, in August last, a portion of hiscla‘m situa-
ted upon the former Mi itary Reservation of Fort
Snelling, for the sum of $1,927, or about $30 per
acre. But the price that I paid was no criterion
‘o judge of the general vaiue of lands upon the
said Reservation, as Mr. Browne has assumed i¢
to be, for the land which I purchased was at least
81X times more valuuble than any other that was
sold, as it had ben cultivated for years, and had
: p%w;o.l‘.mg house and other vuluable improtements
it.
Mr. Browne also statcs from information which

he says was received from Mr. E. W, Paekard, my

resent partmer, that I did not compete for the
and offered at the sale, from “ fear of personal
assault or more serious consequences.”® ~In thisre-
spect, also, Mr. Browne is ns much mistaken as
he is in other statements which he has mude in
this report, as it was furtherest from my thoughts
to bid upon the land, considering as [ did,
those who had made the claims, cultivated and
resided upon them for years, and in many instan-
ces had expended their allin improvements—were
entitled to their claims, and thatit would be doing
them ﬁ““ wrong to bil against them. Such
were the views 1 have no hesitancy in saying of
all who attended thesale; and it wasthis reason,
united with the fact that I did not consider the
greater yortionof he tract sold, worth much more
thin the minimum prics, that doterred ma from
bidding, not from fear of personal assavit or more
serious consequences; as, from an extensive ne-
quaintance awong the claimants, 1 know them to
be a 1aw abiding people.
. Inrezard to the ““protest,’ which figures largely
in the Report, I would state that it was mer:ly to
prevent the trensfer of a patent, and.not intended
in any manner to affect the ratifying of the sale
of the Military Reservation. '
1 do not wish to be understood as imputing dis-
honorable motives to Mr. Browne, as I have no
doubt but that he is actinz conscientiously in the
matter, but must be allowed to say that he has
been grossly msled by mere rumors.
LYMAN C. DAYTON.

A Card from Gov. Gorman.
Epitors Mixyesoriax :—Sirs: Your correspon-
deat from Galena, says ““Gorman and Rosser
through the Aid of itobcn J. Walker’s and
Guthrie’s i an, J.Ross Browne, have been endeav-
oring to rip up’the reserve land sales of last Sep-
tember.”” This is wholly without foundation as
Mr. Browne never consulted with me on the sub-
jeet, nor did he mention it in my presence to my
recollection. I think the same result would be
produced at fifty other land sales of said lands,
unless the Government would use force, and even'
then, I doubt whether any man would offer to bid
against an actual settler. But I must be allowed
to say that I believe Mr. Browne’s action in the
matter has been in accordinde with his honest
convictions of public duty. As great injustice is
done me by your correspondent, I will thank
you to publish this note.
W. A. GORMAN.

St. Paul, April 24, 1835.

Pace & Bacox.—Quite a large mecting of the
creditors of Messrs. Page & Bacon, was held in
their office last evening, at which a proposition
for an immedinte settlement with the depositors
wns made by the House, and was accepted with
great unanimity and cheerfulness. Ve learn
that the statements and feelings of all parties in-
terested were highly creditable and satisfactory,
and th? demonstration of mutual consideration
and regard was of no ordinary character. We
learn that an official report of the proceedings of
the meeting, will shortly be published.—St. -
is Herald.

€% No picce of news was ever carried such a
vast distance in so short a time as was the death’
of the Emperor of Russia. 1t took place at noon
on the 2d of March, and in an hour or two, it
was known in nearly every part of the European
con'inent and the British Islands. On the 3d of
March, the Africa sailed from Liverpool with the
news. She reached Halifax at noon on the 15th,
and by the closeof that day, there was scarcely a
town in the United States where the great event
was not known. Thirteen days had sufficed to
carry the intelligence over the two continents and
one broad ocean. There was never a more strik-
ing illustration of the wonderful working of elec-
tricity and stcam as o meuns of annibilating dis-
tance.

Ax Astouspixe Facr.—We are informed on
good autherity, says the Baltimore Amorican,
that the following circumstances really transpir-
ed in that city, on Low strect, near Exeter:

A eard party played for various stakes until
one of them—a woman—becoming in her lan-
guage ““dead broke,” offered to stake her infant
child against a dollar upon the issue of another
game. The proposition was agreed to by her op-
ponent, who was « childless mother, and, being
favered by fortune, the conclusion of the game
found her winner of the babe, a bright, healthy
male infant. The child, we learn, was delivered
without a murmur, to the winner, and we judge
from the h:artless conduct of the unnatural pa-
rent, that her offspring will find in its new custo~
dian a home as happy as the one from which it
was so ruthlessly staked and lost.

be un-

A Ju.r Verpict.—The Quincy, 1ll., Herald,
says that the Grand Jury refused to find a bill
ngeinst John Pigg, a lad about fourtecn years of
age, for shooting and kiliing a man named Pile.
The circumstances are, that Pile bad quarreled
with his wife, and threatened to beat her—she es-
caged to the house of the boy’s mother, was fol-
lowed by Pile, who made demonstrations to whip
her, when Mrs. Pigg interfered, saying that no
woman should be whipped by a man in her house.
Pile then struck the mother of the boy several
times in the face, when the lad seized a chot gun
and shot him down, from the effects of which Pile
died the ncxt day. The neighbors persunded the
boy to go to Quiney and surrender himself, which
be did, and the case being investizated, the jury
refused to indiet bim.

€& Benton after allis & man fall of spontanc-

ous greatness. They tell a story eminently char-
acteristic of him.

A man in the George Law interest, a
ed him last session, while he wu’m
Pennsylvania avenue,”and said :

¢ Good morning, ﬁr Benton.”

The salute was returned.

¢ | see the mail steamer billis up to-day.”

“;::ir.” ldn’t you be prevailed to
“ on, cOu apon
) mmhytbgc‘v-o

for the
ernment ?* >
¢ Yes sir, upon one condition.”
The feilow smiled asif he was to

&

“Rowland” of a suggestion for an “M
a bribe.

¢ Aye, on one
to

maqmtmlnnuﬁn M.b .
are to some
m'p-leolny!" "

Taz




