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WEDNESDAY, APRIL 25, 1855.

Retort or .T. Rots Browne. —We give up our j
columns to-day to the Beport of .1. Loss Browne, j
the secret agent of the Government, who visited j
our Terrtorv some months since. We forbear !

retna k until the part :cs implicated, have time to
}> • heard. We consider, however, the main por- j
lion of Mr. Browne's article correct. As to the !

combination which exists here, no body will deny j
that.

War Eagle arrived yesterday forenoon. 1
She left Galena Sunday afternoon and was de- ]
tained at Lake I’ep’n, Monday night, in eonsc- j
quencc of n storm, the left with about 310 pas-
sengers.—Reports having been run into on her
downward trip by a little stern wheel boat, to the
smnil amount of $‘2,000. She will leave to-day
about 2 o'clock.

CV’The steamer City Belle, Capt. Lodwiek, ar-
rived at our Levee early yesterday morning. Site
left Galena Saturday evening, anJ re; oits the

river on the rise. The clerk informs us that she
had a considerable freight, but from his replies in
regard to the number of passengers wc are led to
believe that but few came up on the City Belle.—
Left yesterday.

l ew ards ok fi,OGO !—From a close estimate
we think wc can safely say, that upwards of 5,000
emigrants have reached our shores s’nce the

opening of nai igatiou. Most of these p rsotis

have not remained in the city, but have gone on

to farms. Visitors will be coming along about
the first of May, and then th re will be busy
times here.

Biot in Chicago.— We learn from a gentleman
who came up on the War Eagle, that quire a riot
was iu course of progress in Chicago, when ho

came through. A large number of citizens were
armed, and several fights had taken pine?. The

military had been o:tiered out. The difiicuity
arose from the enforcement of the Liquor Law in
that eitv.

Fire near Itasca. —We learn from Mr. flea. 11.
Ibikes, that a lire occurred near Itasca last we k.
A house, barn and several out-buildin.s were de-
stroyed. Our informant did not learn the name
of the owner. The lire was caused by the burn-
ing praiiie, the flames sweeping every thing be-

fore them.

Another Fire at St. Anthony. —During the
thunder storm on Monday evening, a barn belong-
ing to Turner of St. Anthony was struck by light-
ning an 1 consumed, together with two horses
which were in tlie building nt the time.

New Drcg Store. —Messrs. Wolff & Stecver.
tiro young in ai fiotti Philadelphia, will open in a

short tun • a Drug Store, iu the room formerly
occupied by Win. Brewster, in Third st.

A German Press.— Wc learn from Mr. Spiel,
who !i;i- jti't returned from the East, timt a gen-
ii m ii in Chicago contemplates starting a Ger-
man Press in thi* c'.tv in a few week

The Blackhawk, crowded with freight and
a large number of pissengem, left for St.
Peters yesterday. This snug little craft is doing
a line business.

Seventy Teams. —A gentlem n Irmn Sauk Rap-
i Is informs us that h • counted on the road be-
tween St. Anthony and Sauk K ipiils, seventy em-
igrant teams.

Swine.— We presume there is a law to prevent
swine from running at large in <>ur city. Last

summer hogs were a gr-ait annoyance to pedestri-
ans, hut we hope this summer they will be re-
moved.

Clean Ur.—Summer is coming—clean up. —

Nothing conduces so much to health as cleanliness.
Remove the filth from your stores and dwellings

scrub out the dirt in the allies- put on a now bib
nnd tuck, and look respectable.

The Sneu.ing Hofse. —This establishment is
now crowded with strangers. Mr. Bissell knows
how to serve up a good dish.

An effort was made in New York to hold

two of the instigators of the murder of Poole to

bail in the sum of S2O,OiH). It was unsuccessful.
Others were held to bail in the sum of SIO,ODD
and #20,000.

G3TC. C. Hoffman is op?ning a very fine as-
sortment of all kinds of Boots and Shoes. Per-

sons iu waut would do well to call on him.

Straugers slioulii hear in mind that there
is a law against using fire-arms within the eity
limits. We make this announcement because we

observed several persons tiring guns near
our office yesterday. Look out for the penalty.

To Book Merchants. —Merchants visiting Ga-
lena, should by all means call onJ. N. Waggoner,
who has every thing in the Book and Stationery
line which is needed, for proof of which please
consult our advertising columns.

Mcl.acan & Stillman.—This firm is now ready
for the spring trade, and thus far they have done
an excellent business. See card.

Ritchie & Co.—These gentlemen have laid in
their Spring stock of Goods, and are to
furnish their customers with the latest and best
styles of hats and caps. Observe their card.

Tuat Shower. —That glorious thunder storm
of Monday evening, allayed the dust and purified
the air. Nature was all a glee yesterday—on a
regular bust.

Cy The Luella arrived last evening, crowded
with passengers.

The Reserve Lands—Report of Mr. Browne

Washington, D. C. March 28, 1855.
llox. R. McClelland, Secretary of the Interior.

Sir:—On the 11th day of September last, that

Ciortion of the Fort Snelliug Reserve lying on the
eft bank of the Mississippi river was offered at

I public sale under Proclamation of the President,
| a copy of which is hereby transmitted. In nceor-
-1 dance with the notice thus given, the sale took

place at Stillwater on the day aforesaid, and was
attended by a large concourse of people intcrest-

| ed in the purchase of the lands: and nil the lands
j offered for sale, were bid for and purchased at the
! minimum price established by law.

In a letter dated the 18th of September, the
Register and Receiver of the Land office at Still-
water, notified the Commissioner of the General

i Land office of their belief in the existence of a
! combination, which prevented said lands from
; being sold for more than the minimum.

On the 4th of October they were instructed by
! the Commissioner to report the facts and circum-
! stances going to show the existence of such com-
bination, with the testimony they might be able
to procure on the subject. In a letter of the 9th
of December, these gentlemen replied that their
‘‘belief in the existence of the aforesaid combina-
tion was based mainly upon public rumor,” &c.,
and “that the utino.t harmony prevailed during
tho 6->lo.” The oominissioncr in a letter dated
February 2d, 1855, c nsur.-s these officers for
having in their communication of September 18th,
by implication at least, charged the purchasers at
the sale therein referred to, with being guilty of
an offence against the laws of their country, for
which, if convicted, each would have been liable
to a line of one thousand dollais and two years
imprisonment, an 1 that too upon mere rumor,
which upon investigation seems to have been i
without any tangible loan 1 ition. A copy of
this correspondence is h -rewitli submitted.

It is provided by the 4th section of the Act of
March 31st, l8lil), regulating the sales of public
lan Is,that, •* IF any p rson or p rsons sh illbefore
or at the time of public sale of any of the lands
of the United States, b irgain, contract or agree,
or shall attempt to bargain, contract or agree
with any oth< r parsons, that tho last named per-
son or petsons shall not bid upon or purchase the
land so offered for sale, or any parcel thereof, or
shall by intimidation,combination or unfair man-
agement, hinder or prevent any person or petsons
from bidding upon or purchasing any tracts of i
land so offered for sale, every such alien ler, his, j
her, or tlu ir aiders and abettors, being thereof j
duly convict'd, shall f-r every such offence be !
fin d nut exceeding one thousand dollars, or ira- i
prisonnient not excee ling two years, or both at ;
the discression of the court.”

I desire to call your attention to several im-
portant facts connected with this subject, and to
submit for your consideration, such proofs as arc
in my possession, tcud'ng to show that such a
combination did exist; that the Register and Re-
ceiver at Stillwater could have obtained th? proofs
had t'acy performed their duty: that no investi-
gation under official instructions has taken place;
an 1 that if thes ? s ties arc continue 1 the gov rn-
ment will he defrauded out of three hun Ired
thousand dollars, which of right belongs to the
people of t lie United States an d not to the citizens
of Minnesota.

The act of March 3d.1807, securing th e govern-
in' nt the exclusive right to the public lands, pro-
vides that ‘“persons taking po-s ssion of or making
settlements on any lan Is cod d or secure 1 to the
United St at s, not previously sold or the claim
to which Inis not b ?iii recognized, or p rsons caus-
ing streh l nds to lie occupied, surveyed &c., until
mi'll >riz "d bv law, foifeit th ir light Ae.”

Under the prov.s oils of the act of August lGth
18)3, reducing the limits of the Fort fen dlinglio-
s ove, the l’rocl :m ition o‘ the President off ts for
sde car tain lands within the Reserve on the left
bank of tho Mississippi, “which Linds are nut
subject to jire-empti >n claims.' 3

In the mojith ut' February last I visited thes •
lin Is personally, and found that claim houses
h ;d 1) 'on built upon them for several y airs past:
that long previous to the sale, these pretended
claims had been in the possession of speed itors

living in St. Pa d. and that the actual value of
said 1 mds for more than twelve months past has
been from forty to three hun Ired dollars per
acre.

'lh? portion of the Rcscivc offered for sale, lies
between th? towns of St. Anthony and St. Paul,
and derives its value from th'* proximity of these
towns which are hut nine miles apart. Some of
these lands horde -.ing on the town of St. Paul,
were h; l 1 at two litin lied dollars an acre, pre-
vious to ill? sale and arc now much more valua-
ble. The average value of the whole tract is at
least eighty dollars por acre. 1 cousiderthe vain >
an import ant point, raiding to show the existence
of a combination to prevent the government from
deriving more than the minimum price. No pre-
emption or other rights wer? recognized by law,
and free competition was invited by the t this ol
the ptficlaination.

To suppose that the land agents and specula-
tors who were present, were prevented from bid
ding from motives of person d frien 1-hip forth'?
claimants hold ng pos-ess on of the land-, would
b? to east an impul ition upon their charaet-. r as
business men,not comput'd) o with th • known ri'p-
utati 'P of 1 ind specnl ito s throughout Minnesota.

1 respectfully submit a copy of a protest s gu d
by Lvman U. Dayton, and filed io tho G nur.i!
Land ( Hi e, showing that on the Bth div of Au-
gust —a ninth previous to the sale, Charles R.
lie sold to si.d Dayton, forty-seven acres ot
land wi.liiii th? reserve, for th? sum of sl,‘J37,
which 1 ind ill • s lid Iticc bought at p iblic sale on
th? 11th of Bcp'.ouiber, for $i 25 per acre,or
about s(i t.

In tli? agreement accompanying the protest ( a

copy of which is also su'mi'tte.l) Mr. Rice “bind-
linn-elf to the amount of the consid‘ration paid
to him, to u-e his influence and do every thing for
the protection and securing of the claim to the
said Dayton, as if lie alone was interested, and
ik is also agreed llial the said Dayton pay oro-iu-..

to bo paid, a pro rata expense of obtaining title
to the lands, he to incur all the risk in the premi-
ses, and possession of said land to remain in the
said Rice until title is obtained as aforesaid.”

In its relation to th? Government, this case
stands upon precisely tho s ime footing as all
others.

Most of tho claims in whole or in part changed
hands at high prices, ranging from forty to seve-

ral hundred dollars per acre, previous to the sale.
I contend therefore that the following facts are
established :

Ist. That a portion of the lands sold at the
government sale for $1 25 per acre, or about SGO
in the aggregate, was sold one month previously
at private sale for about per acre, or sl,‘J27
in the aggregate.

2d. That if Mr. Dayton was not aware of the
existence of a combination and was not deterred
from bidding by that knowledge, it would have
been to his interest to bid from $1 25 per acre up
to the amount which lie actually paid, because he
could thus have obtained w ithout risk and directly
from the government a tract of land for which h*«
paid .>>1,1)27 with all the risk which attaches to a
transaction not valid in law. Sec sec. 5, Act
March 31, 1830.

3d. That Mr. Rice hound himself in consider-
ation of a pro-rata share of the expense from
Dayton, to “use his influence and do every thing
in his power, to secure the claim,” when the only
process required by law was for the said Dayton
to bid more than any other bidder.

These lands were not subject to pre-emption.—
Rut even if they were, as there appears to be a
strong prejudice iu the new Territory in favor of
the original settlers and claimants, whether their
claims be legally made or otherwise, the result
would be the same. The purchasers would under
the act of September 4th, 1841. possess no such
pre-emption rights; most of them being land
agents and speculators residing in the town of St.
Paul, in the case above referred to, Charles R.
Rice has never personally resided upon the land
claimed by him, but has employed Mr. A. B. Sloan
to occupy and protect the premises, which fact is
admitted by implication in the last clause of the
agreement between him and Lyman C. Dayton.
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Minnesota Politics. —Minnesota politics arc a
conglomeration of the most incongruous elements
to be found in tho West. There are so many fac-
tions and cliques here—so many diverse views—-
so many avenues of temptation, and such a great

desire to over-reach nnd accumulate wealth, that
party and personal bitterness are engendered, and
all sorts of tricks and falsehoods are resorted to,
to defume and injure one another. This is all
wrong—it injures those who are implicated —it
injures the character and standing of our people —

in fact, it injures the whole Territory. During
the past winter, a worse state of politics never ex-
isted than held sway over our Legislature, and
this fact became so notoriously known, that a Se-
cret Agent of the Government was sent here to
investigate matters and report forthwith. That
report has called forth a new edition of epithets,
nnd it is to be presumed, from present appear-
ances, that the warfare will be kept up for some
time to come. Scarcely has one subject become
thoroughly discussed, when another is raised, and
wave after wave of billingate is rolled along, car-
rying with it all sorts of blackguardism, and per-
sonal invectives. When these things will cease,
there is no telling—certainly not until some of
those who are the cause of the disturbance shall
learn to respect themselves by refraining from
words and deeds which well befit the purlieus of
our great cities. The new excitement, caused by
Mr. Browne’s Report, is calculated to awaken old
animosities, and to stir up anew tho dirty tilth of
Minnesota politics.

Fire !—Yesterday morning, a small building in
the lower part of tho city, owned by a widow wo-
man by the name of Mrs. Mchegan, was destroy-
ed by tire. Several emigrants who had no place
to store their goods, had received permission to
place them in the building, and it is supposed
that some of them dropped a spark from a pipe
or cigar, and hcuce the origin of the fire. Loss
to the emigrants, between sls and S2O. Loss to
Mrs. Mehegan, about SIOO.

CSf’The alarm last evening was caused by the
burn'ng of a chimney on the house opposite the

Catholic Church. No damag*.

Letter of Mr. Rice and Others.— Wc give
place to-day to the letters of lion. 11. M. Rice,
Gov. Gorman and Lyman C. Dayton, relative to
tho late report of J. Itos3 Browne, the secret
agent of the Government, concerning tho sale of

the Reserve Lands at Stillwater. Should any
other letters appear on the subject, we should be
happy to give them publicity, for it is due to nil
that the facts in the case should be known.

Secretary Rosser. —This gentleman denies ever
having spoken or written a word to Mr. Browne
relative to the sale of the Reserve Lands. He very
justly feels ind’gnant that his name should he
brought before the public in connection with this
matter.

Mr. Wiseburgjthe gentleman who laid out
a town on tho Upper Mississippi, last fall, return-
ed from the East :i few flays since. lie informs
us that large numbers of Germans nnd other emi-
grants contemplate removing to Minnesota this
Spring.

Tho committee appointed by tho Common
Council, to inquire into the propriety of reducing
some of the salaries of the City Officers, reported
adversely to the reduction, but recommended

that the salary of the City Physician be paid oat
of the Countv Trcnsurv.

Ominous. —We saw a man in the street yester-
day with one hundred dollars. He was immedi-
ately arrested by the Mayor. People should be

cautious and r.ot carry money in the streets—it is
dangerous business these days.

Kentucky No. 2, O. Ames, Master, arriv-

ed Tuesday evening at our landing, with a light
freight from Oquawka, 111. She left for Stillwa-
ter yesterday.

Real Estate. —Persons who desire to purchase
Real Estate, can get splendid bargains by calling
on A. Piersc. See his advertisement.

Low Water. —The water on the Little Rapids
in the Minnesota River, is quite low, there not be-
ing sufficient water to allow cither tho Black
Hawk or the Mnntcllo to go over.

The steam propeller Oregon,of Cleveland,
exploded her boiler at Detroit, on the 20th, kill-
ing thirteen persons and wounding five. She
sunk.

Weather cold and the sky cloudy yester-
day. Fires comfortable.

Cjs?’ A dispatch from New York of the ICth,
states that Washington Irving was thrown from

his horse and seriously injured.

The Common Council, at their late ses-
sion, refused to allow the bill of D. C. Cooley, of
S2OO, for drafting Fire Ordinance.

The Galena was expected yesterday.
The Editor arrived this morning, early.

There was another report in Paris, which
may prevent the departure of tho Emperor for

the Crimea. It was said that the plague, with all

its hideous systems, had made it appearance in

the allied army. It had been caused by thegreat
number of corpses which were buried very negli-
gently. The Emperor would not incur the risk of
exposure to such a pestilence, in addition to the
perils of war, at least so sayg the London Econo-
mist, pretty good authority.

£s* Anthony Burns is lecturing at the Ea*t,
with the view of obtaining the means to fit him
for the ministry.

is estimated by tho*e who have taken
the pains to post themselves up in relation to the
matter, that doable the amount of ground will be
tilled in Minnesota this year than was last.—Sit.
Louis Herald

Certainly there will be, and there will be double
the number of persons to till it.
Frm A Mipwreck— mi

£OO Lives Lest.

Letters from Sydney state that a vessel, name
unknown, had been wrecked on Bampton Shoals,
and 500 Chinese passengers and a portion of the
crew were lost. The master and eight men only
were saved. These m de for Cape Dennis, in a
boat, and on landing were attacked by the natives
and five of them killed.

Trade in Australia bad somewhat unproved, hnt
politically matters were unsatisfactory. The
prices for wool were fist.

0- A sailor’s letter from the Crimea thus de-
scribes the Turkish camps: “Some of these mod
huts are highly finished of: for instance, we saw
one with a glass window, one with jtchimney, mnd
one with a wooden door, to which was suspended,
by a piece of string, a large stone for a knocker.”

Henry M. Rice’s Reply I* Mr. Browne

Washington, April9th, 1855.
Hon. R. McClelland, Secretary of Interior :

Sir: On the 28th ultimo, Mr. J. Ross Browne
made a report in relation to the sale on the 11th
of September, 1854, of the late Military Reser-
vation at Fort Snelling, the extraordinarv char-
acter of which report renders it proper* that I
should take some notice of its contents. It is ap-

Barent from the face of the document, that Air.
rowne’s chief object was to assault the charac-

ter and injure the reputation of certain citizens
of Minnesota, who have become obnoxious to
those whose delinquences he wishes to conceal,
rather than to promote the public interests by a
truthful exposition of the facts as they are known
to exist.

In furtherance of this object, he sets out by
charging that there was an unlawful and fraudu-
lent combination among a large number of per-
sons, to defraud the Government of the value of
these lands: that this combination succeeded by
force and violence in preventing competition at
the public sale: that the Government was defraud-
ed of more than three hundred thousand dollars:
that the punishment prescribed by law for this
offence, is a penalty of one thonsand dollars, and
imprisonment for two years: that Henry M. Rice,
the Delegate to Congress from Minnesota, was
one of the purchasers at that sale, who, among
the other guilty parties, purchased a part of the
said Military Reservation at $1 25 per acre, and
thus defrauded tho Government by preventing
competition, &c.: “that Charles L. Emerson, edi-
tor of the Democrat, known as tho ‘Rico Organ,’
had purchased five acres of said reserved lands;”
that “Henry M. Rice, the Delegate from Minne-
sota,” wrote a letter, that “these sales were vir-
tually confiimc'.i,” and “congratulated the hardy
pioneers,” &c., &c.: and in conclusion, refers
anew to a list of the names of the purchasers,
and reiterates that “ among which will be found
that of Henry M. Rice, the prrsent Delegate from
Minnesota.”

It is apparent from the connection of my name
in so many forms, with the sales of this .Military
Reservation, that the object of Mr. Browne was
to point me oat to tho Department, and to th ?

public, as the chief instigator of a stupendous
fraud upon the Government, and one who realized
enormous profits from the transaction. Fortu-
nately, the records of your own Depaitmcnt con-
vict Mr. Browne of falsehood on every material
statement he has made .against me. The records
of your own department as well as th? records of
tho Land Office at Stillwater, where the sale took
place, proves that 1 did not purchase any land at
the side. The same records prove, that the lands
mentioned by Mr. Browne, us having been pur-
chased by me at that sale, had been entered and
paid for by m? at that same office, nearly three
years previous. The same records prove that the
tract of land, which Air. Browne says belonged to
the military reservation of Fort Snelling, did not
belong to that reservation, and was not embraced
within its limits. Tho same records prove, that
the tract of land in question was never purchased
by me at public sale at any time; but that, after
having hern offered at public sale, at $1 25 per
acre, when there was no pretext of a combina-
tion, and not being sold, for the reason that no
one would bid, was struck off to the Government
and subsequently entered by me at private sale,
in the usual manner. In short, the records prove
that every statement made by Mr. Browne for the
purpose of fixing a charge of fraud upon me, was,
and is, ab-olutely false. The truth is, Iwas not
at the sale in question; had no person there to
represent me ; had no interest in any of the land
to be offered ; was not in the Territory of Minne-
sota at the time of the sale ; but on the contrary,
hundreds of niileu distant, and had no knowledge
whatever of the ciicumstanccs attending such
sale.

With these facts before you, what confidence,
may I ask, sir, can he placed in the statements of
your agent, making charges of fraud against my-
self an 1 others, when it is obvious that his object
was to direct public attention from my cncm es,
and thereby aid and assist them in covering up
and conccal ng their own delinquencies. *

lie cannot plead ignorance for these false state-
ments, for the facts appear on record, and he re-
fers to those very records, and at the same time
falsifies them for the purpose of making his
charges plausible.

It is true, as Air. Browne states, the sale refer-
red to did take place at the time mentioned; and
from his list of purchasers, it appears that there
were twenty-three bidders present, who reside
from twenty to twenty-five miles from the Land
Office, which is located in a city containing about
two thousand inhabitants, who, Air. Browne would
have it appear were intimidated by the said twen-
ty-three purchasers “forming the combination.”

The Register and Receiver having been instruc-
ted to report all the facts, did report that “the
utmost harmony prevailed during the sale.” In
regard to the land itself, I have to state that there
is not a single quarter section that was not culti-
vated prior to the sale, nor a quarter section that
was not otherwise improved, some of which im-
provements, upon a single eighty acre tract, cost
over SSOOO.

It is true, as Mr. Browne alleges, that sonic of
these lands had been cultivated and occupied for
*• several years past;” and it is also true, that the
land is now very valuable! But who made it so?
Thfc settlers themselves, by the introduction of in-
dustry, capital and civilization into that new and
distant region. Seven years ago St. Paul and
St. Anthony did not exist; and but little more
than six ve«rs since the sites upon which they are

erected were entered ntsl 25 per acre; much of
which is at the present time worth from SIO,OOO
to $50,000 per acre; therefore, according to the
reasoning or this special agent, the government
has been defrauded in these purchases, of an enor-
mous sum of money ! and it cannot be perceived
why he did not also ask to have those entries can-
celled. He does not believe that “ land specula-
tors throughout Minnesota, wen prevented from
bidding by motives of personal friendship for the
Clnumnta KolUtng po.ieconton off (ko lunfl \A*th-
er do I. But a sense of honor prevented any but
the rightful claimants from bidding. There is a

bond stronger than any law, which makes honest
men respect the rights of their neighbors, aDd 1
am glad that that bond is so universally respected
throughout Minnesota.

Your agent submits a copy of a protest and
agreement, 4c., given him V»y Lyman C. Dayton,
by which it appears that Charles R. Rice agreed
to sell said Dayton forty-seven acres of said land
for $1,937, which the s iil Rice bought for about
SSO. It is to be regretted that Mr. Browne, while
examining into the private affairs of the citizens
of Minnesota, d'd not ascertain what the improve-
meats on this land cost Mr. Rice. It is well-known
to every man the least conversant with the west,
that claims are sold every day ; and that improve-
ments arc constantly changing hands upon both
the surveyed and unsurvey;d lands, and are re-
garded ns property by the local laws. Nor do I
know of any law human or divine that binds men
in Kansas or Minnesota, to keep possession of
their claims and improvements any longer than it
may suit their interest or convenience so to do;
neither can 1 see how a man's land, regularly
purchased can be taken from him, because his
improvements and those of bis neighbors have
made it worth more than he paid for it. And as
to the improvements on the claim of Charles R.
Rice, to my own knowledge, they cost him over
$3,000 prior to the sale.

Again, Mr. Browne says “there appears to be
a strong prejudice in the new Territories in favor
of original settlers and claimants.” This is true:
and lam glad he made the discovery: for itis sn
important fact going to show that western men
are possessed of a high sense of justice and honor,
and will protect their neighbors’ rights as readily
as their own. Again, bvreference to Mr. Browne’s
report, it appears that he took a general look into
the business affairs of the citizens of St. Psnl;
examined old advertisements in the aew«pape-«,
ascertained the residences, occupations and inten-
tions of the people, and "speculated” largely
upon the bearing their private acta would rare
upon national affairs.

And Mr. J. Roes Browne tells you be knows of

his own knowledge, by personal observation thata combination existed ;” he saw •*notices stuckupon trees, and in public places,”— he saw men
?iftff «

med t 0 Protect themselves and he knows
that most of the speculators are connected eith-er by political or pecuniary interest, with theseclaim associations.” Ihope this part of his re-
P°rJ ,w“l not he held sufficient to make out a caseot Jit9%lre V0n a &ainst any of our citizens!

Mr. Charles L. Emerson admitted to this special
agent “that the bidders had clubs 1” He mighthave admitted also, and with equal force uponhis introduction to Mr. Browne, that the minds
of certain persons were strangely affected by cer-tain phases of the moon. J

“Two wagon loads of clubs were found upon
the ground.” Perhaps they were cut upon gov-
ernment land! Ifso, he should have reportedthis fact to the timber agent! It seems to Lavebeen unfortunate that those settlers did not inviteMessrs. Dayton & Packard to pay into tho United
States Treasury S4O per acre for the lands, $1.25
being for the land and the balance for the hard
labor nnd righteous earning 6 bestowed upon it by
the enterprizc, and industry of American citizens.

Mr. Browne further says that “William It.
Marshall, the principal purchaser, is a merchant
and a speculator.”

Now, Mr. Alarshall is simply a merchant, and
his character for integrity will compare favora-
bly with that of any man, either east or west.—
He is universally respected; and for that reason,
poor men solicited him to go and bid offthelands
upon which they had settled, to save them from
the expense of attending the sale. Not one foot
of land was purchased for himself, but he atten-
ded the sale and bid it offfor the solo purposeof accommodating the poor. An-i had Mr.
Browne examined the records, with the same care
lie seems to have bestowed upon advertisements
in newspapers, and “notices stuck upon trees,”
or with the willingness h? gave ear to the idle
gossip of idle persons, be would have found that
Mr. Alarshall had, true to his trust, conveyed to
each individual settler, the lands he had improv-
ed. Nor did he even charge the settlers one
farthing for tho 3er\ ices he rendered them.

Alpheus G. Fuller is not, nor has he been cngageJ
in the Indian trade for several years—he is one of
the oldest residents of tho Territory, and instead
of be ng a speculator is a truly energetic nnd in-
dustrious contractor and manufacturer. George
L. Becker is also an old resident and had made
large improvements upon the land he purchased.

Henry AI. Ric? was tho Delegate in Congress Jand J. Ross Browne was sent to Alinncßota as
“Special Agent”—neither of them were in tho
Territory nt the time of the sale, and neither of
them it is believed had any interest in it—cer-
tainly the former had none.

“C. L. Emerson obtains five acres!’’ Five
acres!! almost enough for a vegetable garden!—
He is “Editor of the Democrat known as the
‘Rice organ.”’ A dangerous man indeed! Edits
a paper in Alinnesota, and is the owner of five
acres of land!!! Tho welfare of the Republic
requires that his enormous and growing aspira-
tions should be checked his possessions reduced.
This should be looked to!

George \V. Riddle is a dentist and—“ a land
speculator.” He would sc ireely be convicted of
the latter charge: to the former he will plead
guilty; for he is a dentist—a poor but honest man
—a mechanic!

William S. Combs is a Bookseller, and the spe-
cial agent says “ a land speculator.” If owning
a few acres of land makes a man a “land specu-
lator,” then Air. Browne is right, and W. S.
Combs must be u “land speculator.”

Mr. Browne asserts that they all reside in St.
Paul; if he means to restrict this expiession to
those named, it is perhaps true, with the excep-
tion of Dr. Itidillp

; but if he means to embrace
in it, all tho purchasers at the land sale, it is
equally of a piece with the balance of his report;
as certainly not one-fifth of the purchasers of the
lands in question do now, or did ut the time of
the sale, reside in St. Paul.

Dr. Biddle built a house, plowed, planted, sow-
ed, reaped, and resided upon the land he pur-
chased. He resided on it (or months prior to the
sale, and continued to reside upon it, until the
winter had set in, when he removed with h's fam-
ily to town to remain until Spring.

11. M. Rice, the Delegate, did writo that the
sales were “virtually confirmed,” and did “con
gratulate the hardy pioneers of Minnesota upon
the result;” nnd justice and truth will sustain
him in writing that letter, Air. Browne to the con-
trary notwithstanding; and the only regret Mr.
Rico has in regard to tho matter is, that the citi-
zens of Minnesota should he made to suffer,
through the ignorance or corruption of othcis.

The Special Agent again says, “during his stay
in Minnesota, he conversed freely with many per-
sons on the subject, nnd none denied that there
was a combination.” This is very probable; and
he may have “conversed very freely” upon other
subjects which they did not deem it important to
deny. Suppose they did not. What does that
amount to It Certainly not that a “combination
existed,” or that tho other subjects were proper
ones for investigation by a Special Agent. He
says further, “th it by the act of 1852, the town
of Alendota is secured to the proprietors, and that
Mr. Sibley, th? late Delegate in Congress, is the
principal owner of this town, nnd there are oth-
ers, “prominent speculators and politicians whose
names arc not material to mention.” Now I can-
not see why it is so important that Mr. Browne
should make known the names of all the promi-
nent speculators and politicians in Minnesota;
such information—the result of his valuable re-
searches—might become vastly important hereaf-
ter, as historical reference. In respect, however,
to Mendota, it was a county s at in 1849—about
one hundred voters reside there. Mr. Sibley has
resi led there about twenty years, and resided
there under the authority of the Government. He,
with others, went there when the entire country
was a wilderness, und he and others have expend-
ed probably over one hundred thousand dollars
upon the land. And had Mr. Browne looked at
tne law of 1844, (or got some one to explain it
*o 1;...,) l.e n uuiu nave seen itic rotty of making
the allusion to Mendota be did ; nnd agnin, deli-
cacy should have restrained him—a special gov-
ernment agent—from commenting in such a man-
ner upon any law passed by the Congre«s of the
United States.

He says, “ the Government was defrauded out
of at least three hundred thonsand dollars by this
sale.” In the entire Territory there was not in
the hands of all the citizens, one half of that turn.
Where then was the three hundred thousan I dol-
lars to come from?

I cannot believe that this administration will
use its power to deprive men of the money, labor
and time they hare expended—to say nothing of
the hardships they have had to encounter in settling
the Great West; neither am 1 willing to believe
that this administration will countenance the re-
port of a Special Agent who has evidently travel-
ed outside of the common courtesies of life, for
the purpose of injuring citizens of the country
cither pecuniarily or in reputation.

Public notice was given in the paper* three
months in advance, that on the 11th of Septem-
ber, 1854, this tract of land would be offered at
public sale, at the Land Office in Stillwater, and
sold to the highest bidder—notice sufficient to
have enabled hundreds of thousands of persons
to have been present bad they desired—the sale
took place in accordance with the President’s
Proclamation. The Land Officers’ report, that
the “utmost harmony prevailed during the sale,”
the purchasers paid their money—received evi-
dences of title, and returned to their homes. This
is the second time obstacles have been interposed
to the confirmation of this sale, and it is due to
those interested that the question should be speed-
ily settled. Allow me therefore, most urgently,
but respectfully, to ask the Honorable Secretary
of the interior, to give it bis early consideration.

1 have the honor to be, with great respect,
Your obedient servant,

HENRY If. RICE.

#y AtFort des Moines, lowa, there ie a dread-
fulscarcity of women. In one bouse were found
nineteen bachelors and only one married couple.
The editor entrants the ladies to come out there.

VOL. 1., NO. 50.

From the Minnesotan.'
A Card.

Messrs. Editors In the report of J. Boss
Browne, Es>p, which was published in your col-umns yesterdnj, there were statements made as
emanating from our firm, which I consider it myduty to correct, that the facts ns they exist may
be fullyknown, and the rights of others be un-
prejudiced by an parte** report.It is true, ns was stated in the document above
referred to, that I purchased from Mr. Charles R.Kice, in August last, a portion of hiscla m situa-
ted upon the former Military Reservation of Fort
onellmw, for the sum of $1,927, or übout sjsjO peracre. But the price that I paid was no criterion.o judge of the general value of lands upon thesaid Reservation, as Mr. Browne has assumed itto be, for the land which I purchased was at leastBl* times . more valuable than any other that was
80

1 t?- **k»d b?cn cultivated for years, and had
upon* 't

k°useand other valuable improvements
Mr. Browne also states from information wbiola

he eays was received from Mr.E. YV. Packard. my
present partner, that Idid not compete for the
land offered at the sale, from “/ear of personal
asßault or more serious consequence#.’ 9 in this re-spect, also, Mr. Browne is ns moth mistaken su
he is in other statements which ho ha* made in

1?/ eP as was furtlierest from my thoughts
to bid upon the land, considering as I did, that
those who had made the claims,' cultivated andresided upon them foryears, and in many instan-ces had expended their all in improvements—wore
entitled to their claims, and that it would be doin'*
them great wrong to bid against them. Such

views have no hesitancy in saying of
all' who attended the sale; and itwas this reason,
united with the fact that I did not consider tho
greater r ortiouof the tract sold, worth much morethan the minimum price, that deterred me from
bidding, not fromfear ofpersonal assault or more
serious consequences ; ns, from an extensive ac-
quaintance among tho claimants, I know them to
be a law abiding people.
. 1°regard to the ‘‘piotest, ? ’which figures largely
in tho Report, Iwould state that it was mer-ily to
prevent the transfer of a patent, and not intended
in any manner to affect the ratifying of the sale
of the Military Rcservat : on.

Ido not wish to be understood as imputing dis-
honorable motives to Mr. Browne, as I have no
doubt but that lie is acting conscientiously in the
matter, but must be allowed to say that he has
been grossly m :sled by more rumors.

’

LYMAN C. DAYTON.
A Card from Gov. Gorman.

Editors Mixnesotiax:—Sirs: Your correspon-
dent from Galena, says ‘‘Gorman and Rosser
through the Aid of Robert J. Walker’s and
Guthrie’s n an, J.Ross Browne, have been endeav-
oring to rip up'the reserve land sales of last Sep-
tember.” This is wholly without foundation as
Mr. Browne never consulted with me on the sub-
ject, nor did he mention it in my presence to my
recollection. I think the same result would bo
produced at fifty other land sales of said lands,
unless the Government would use force, and even
then, I doubt whether any man would offer to bid
against an actual settler.* But Imust be allowed
to say that 1 believe Mr. Browne’s action in the
matter has been in accord inde with his honest
convictions of public duty. As great injustice is
done me by your correspondent, I will thank
you to publish this note.

St. Paul, April 24, 1835.
W. A. GORMAN.

Page & Bacon. —Quite a large meeting of thtf
creditors of Messrs. Page & Bacon, was held in
their office last evening, at which a proposition
for an immediate settlement with the depositors
was made by the House, and was accepted with
great unanimity and cheerfulness. We learn
that the statements and feelings of all parties in-
terested were highly creditable and satisfactory,
and the demonstration of mutual consideration
and regard was of no ordinary character. We
learn that an official report of the proceedings of
the meeting, will shortly be published St. Lou-
is Herald.

No piece of news was ever carried such &

vast distance in so short a time as was the death
of the Emperor of Russia. It took place at noon
on the 2d of March, and in an hour or two, it
was known in nearly every part of the European
continent and the British Islands. On the 3d of
March, the Africa sailed from Liverpool with the
news. She reached Halifax at noou on the 15tb,
and by the close of that day, there was scarcely a
town in the United States where the great event
was not known. Thirteen days had sufficed to>
carry the intelligence over the two continents and
one brond ocean. There was never a more strik-
ing illustration of the wonderful working of elec-
tricity and steam as a means of annihilating dis-
tance.

An Astounding Fact.— Wc are informed on
good authority, says the Baltimore Amorican,
that the following circumstances really transpir-
ed in that city, on Low street, near Exeter:

A card party played for various stakes until
one of them—a woman—becoming in her lan-
guage “dead broke,” offered to stake her infant
child against a dollar upon the issue of another
game. The proposition was agreed to by her op-
ponent, who was a childless mother, and, being
favored by fortune, the conclusion of the game
found her winner of the babe, a bright, healthy
male infant. The child, we learn, was delivered
without a murmur, to the winner, and we judge
from the heartless conduct of the unnatural pa-
rent, that her offspring will find in its new custo-
dian a home as happy as tbs one from wbioh it
was so ruthlessly staked nnd. lo?t.

A JtJ;T Verdict.— The Quincy, 111., Herald,
says that the Grand Jury refused to find a bill
ngaiust John Pigg, a lad about fourteen years 0<
age, for shooting and killing a man named Pile.
The circumstances arc, that Pile had quarreled
with his wife, and threatened to beat her—she es-
caped to the house of tho boy’s mother, was fol-
lowed by Pile, who made demonstrations to whip
her, when Mrs. Pigg interfered, saying that no
woman should be whipped bv a man in her house.
Pilo then struck the mother of the boy several
times in tbo face, when the lad seized a shot gan
nnd shot him down, from the effects of which Pile
died the next day. The neighbors persuaded tho
boy to go to Quincy and surrender himself, which
be did, and the case being investigated, the jnry
refused to indict him.

Benton after all is a man fall of spontane-
ous greatness. They tell a story eminently char-
acteristic of him.

A man in the George Law interest, approach*
ed him last session, while be was walking in
Pennsylvania avenue,“and said:
“Good morning, Mr. Benton.”
The saints was returned.
“1 see the mail steamer bill is ap to-dav.”
“Yes sir.”
“Benton, couldn’t yon bo prevailed upon to go

for the employment of more steamers by tbo gov-
ernment ?”

“Yes sir, upon one condition.”
The fellow smiled as if be was going to got a

“Rowland” of a suggestion for an “Oliver” of
a bribe.

“Aye, on one condition—that they could bo
need to transport such rascals as yon are to some
distant penal colony!”

The Largest Library in thr World.—lt is said
that the Bibliotbeqne Nationals, in the Roe Rich-
elieu, at Paris, contains at the present time, four-
teen hundred thousand volumes. These an most-
ly in handsome binding of colored leather, en-
riched with gilt, and are placed in solid walls
from floor to ceiling, with net work for protection
as high as the hand can reach.

Isubmit in this connection a list of the Lands
sold and the names of the purchasers, taken from
the records of the General Land Office, together
with copies of the St. Paul Democrat and Weekly
Minnesotian, containing the business notices of
most of the speculators therein named.

The principal purchaser, William R. Marshall,
is a merchant and speculator. Alpheus G. Fuller
is an Indian Trader and speculator. George L.
Becker is a member of the firm of Rice, Hollins-
head & Becker, dealers in exchange and real es-
tate. Henry AI. Rice is the Delegate to Congress
from Minnesota. Charles L. Emerson who obtains
five aeres of the land purchased by C. L. Rice, is
editor of the Democrat, known as the “Rice Or-
gan” and member of the firm of Emerson & Case,
land agents and speculators. George W. Biddle
is a Dentist and speculator. W. S. Combs is a
Bookseller and land speculator. All these gen-
tlemen are residents of St. Paul, and none of
them now occupy, or ever actually occupied or
lived upon thrse lands.

In a letter to the editor of the Democrat, en-
closing a copy of the letter of :he Commissioner
of the General Land Office, of February 2d, on
the subject of this sale, Mr. 11. M. Rice, the Dele-
gate from Minnesota, states that “the sale is vir-
tually confirmed,” and “congratulates the hardy
pioneers of Minnesota” upon the result.

1 take it for granted that the speculators whose
names appear in the above list, are the pioneers
to whom he refers. Permit me to state that there
ex'sts to my personal knowledge, associations of
persons throughout Minnesota interested in the
purchase of government lands at the minimum
price, and bound by a solemn compact to carry
into effect the will of the ineuibeis. That most
of tlie speculators are connected either by politi-
cal or pecuniary interest with these claim associa-
tions; that I saw the advertisements of such as-
sociations on the trees and public places, calling
meetings at stated time < and pi aces, and became
cognizant of their principal objects by conversa-
tion with the members ; and that one of these is
to secure to such claim ints by mutual pledges and
by force of arms if nece-sa y, all the rights re-
cognized hv the association whether in violation
of law or otherwise.

The:c are other and more explicit reasons which
govern me iu the conclusion, that a combination
did exist at the sale, and that an attempt has been
made to defraud th? government of the enhanced
valu? of the lands, arising not from cultivation
or actual settlement on the same, hut from the
p oximity of certain towns which have sprung up
in the natural course of trade.

Mr. Uh irlcs L. Emerson, one of the parties
personally and pecuniarily interested, as appears
by the contract between Messrs. Rice and Dayton,
admitted to me that there was a combination to
prevent bidding; that the bidders had clubs on

the ground to use force if necessary, and were
prepared with a boat to carry offany person who
might bid more than th ? minimum ; that he pre-
sumed nobody would deny this fact, but that he
considered them perfectly justified in protecting
their claims, and contended that tho government
had no right, injustice or equity, to more thin
th • minimum price for any of her public lands.—
This is ihe popular doctrine iu M nnesota, and is
the doctrine advocated in the Democrat and other
newspapors in St. Raul.

Mr. F. W. Packard, agent an 1 partner of Ly-
man C. Dayton, stated to me that the reason why
they (th* firm) did not compute for lands offered
at the sale was, that they were well aware such
competition would subject, them to person il as-
sault, if not move sc. inus consequence ; that thev
would have willingly have given forty dollars an

acre for several specified lots, not the most val-
ua'le; and that the existence of a combination
was so notorious it would have been foilv to at-
tempt to contend again t it.

During my stay in Minnesota, 1 conversed
freely with many persons on this subject, who at-

tended an l were interested in the sale, and did
not hear a single individual deny that there was
such a combinaUon, but on the contrary was in-
formed by several that they saw two wagon loads
ofclubs on the ground, and that they knew very
well that fo:-ee was intended, should it become
necessary to prevent competition in bidding

It is quite probable, as stated ill the loiter of
the Register an 1 Receiver, ‘ that the utmost har-
mony prevailed during the sale.” The means
adopted by the purchasers were such as to insure
“ the utmost harmony.” There was but little en-
couragement for a breach of the peace where the
chrmnnts and their aiders and abettors were so
well furnished with weapons for the prompt pun-
ishment of any offender, llad there been no con-
bination, and no means of intimidation used,
there would doubtless have been less harmony.—
Where the conflicting interests involved were so
important and speculation was at its height, it
would not have been singular had there been sev-
eral breaches of the peace, under a system of free
competition.

The pretension that the settlement of the coun-
try is advanced by unfair management of this
kind, is entirely unwarranted by facts. All rea-
sonable encouragement should be given to actual
setthrs who reside upon and cultivate the lands;
but if tiie laws governing pre-emptions and p ib-
-Ito sales arc to be set aside, and government re-

serves held open to speculators, then the fact
shou d bee >m? generally known under official in-
struction, so th it all speculators can enjoy an

equal chance of securing claims upon the Indian
an 1 other reserves yet unoccupied by whit? set-
tlers. The constant r Terence made in Long; cs>
and elsewhere to the h irdy pioneers of the West,
i<, in th? sense in which it becomes practically ap-
plic ibie, c dculated to mis.e id the public mind.

1 11? advantages d rived by th? class referro I to,
from tin? enhanc *d value of the public lands iu
t'a.? n 'w Territories, resu'ting from the in.'.ux of
population, are compar itiveiy small. It is the
unscrupulous speculators, who never reside upon
or eu tivare tlie lands —the non-productive mem-
bers of the community —who derive the advantage,
because th*v have the capital and means of com-
bination and wield the political power which ena-
bles them to represent their interests in Congress
and to legalize hy special enactments all viola-
tions of law in which they have a pecuniary in-
terest. For practical examples, 1 respectfully re-
fer you to an Act passed on the 2nd of March
last, and to th? Act of 1852, upon which it is
based, recognizing certain pre-emption cla ms in
the Fort Snelling Reservation originally made in
violation of existing laws, by which the town of
Mondota is secured to the proprietor. Mr. Sib-
ley, late Delegate in Congress, is the principal
owner of this town, and there are others, promi-
nent as speculators and politicians, whose names

I are not material. I also refer you to all the cir-
cumstances stated in this communication and to
th? list of names of the parties interested in that
part of the Reservation lying on the east side of
the Mississippi, among which will be found that
of H. M. Rice, the p.csent Delegate from Minnc-

I sota.
In view of these considerations, I cannot but

believe that it is due to the public and to the
preservation of the integr.ty of national legisla-
tion, that an investigation of all the facts and
circumstances connected with the settlement and
sale of lands within the Fort knelling Reserve
should be instituted: and that all patents for
these lands now pending in the General Land
Office, should be suspended until an official re-

Cort can be made upon the subject, accompanied
v the necessary testimony.. «
*

I have the honor to be, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant.

[Signed.] J. ROSS BROWNE.

George 11. Oakes, Esq., from Sauk Rap-
ids was in our office yesterday. He informs ns
that every thing in that vicinity is in a flourishing
condition. The Frontiersman will appear in a
short time.

A Lcckt Rag-picker. —A rag-picker in San
Francisco, while tearing out the Lining of an old
trunk that had been thrown from the Crescent
City Hotel, discovered twenty S2O pieces snugly
stored upon their edges. Some former owner of
the trunk had doubtless placed them there for
concealment.


