
THE TOMAHAWK, WHITE EARTH, MINN. 

[fcimss 

U NINFORMED persons often 
ask why it is necessary to send 
missionaries to South Ameri
ca, where all the countries are 

"Christian. Replying to this query, in 
the Missionary Review of the World, 
Rev. Dr. Gerhard J. Schilling of 
Buenos Aires says there are millions 
of souls in that continent who have 
never yet heard of the Christian faith, 
and other millions who have a very 
wrong idea of it. 

Few American Christians, he con
tinues, have any definite idea of the 
.number and condition of these un-
evangelized multitudes. Their num
bers are not known. In the United 
States it is estimated that there are 
260,000 Indians and many mission 
boards in North America which carry 
on work among the various tribes. 
Contrast the conditions in the southern 
continent. In Ecuador, for instance, 
out of a population of 1,250,000, the In
dians number 870,000. These are very 
low in the scale of civilization, and 
the majority of them are absolutely 
unevangelized. Moreover, 200,000 of 
the Indians in that republic have nev
er as yet been politically subdued. 
They still roam in the forests, killing 
game with their poisoned arrows and 
bringing down birds with their long 
blowpipes. Any approach to them is 
unsafe, and no one seems willing to 
expose his life in an effort to win them 
to Christ. 

Half the People Indiana. 
Look at Peru. The last census re

peals the fact that 57.6 per cent of its 
population of 2,592,000 are Indians. 
Some of these have heard of the Chris
tian faith and some will even salute 
A church when they pass, but 2,000,-
000 of them could not give a reason 
for the faith that is within them. 

In Bolivia we find 50.9 per cent of 
the people Indians, or 920,864; of the 
486,018 of "mixed population" returned 
in the last census, almost all have lit
tle of Spanish and much of Indian 
blood in their veins. So we can safely 
add 1,000,000 Indians as the Bolivian 
contingent. 

No man living can tell how many 
Indians live in Brazil. Baron de San
ta-Anna Nery, authority on the ques
tion of Indians in the Amazon valley, 
actually gives the names of 373 tribes 
in that region. I venture to say that 
there are from 7,000,000 to 8,000,000 of 
Indians in Brazil. 

In addition to these millions there 
-are the unnumbered Guaranies and 
Lenguas, 25,000, as Rev. W. B. Grubb 
estimates, in Paraguay and the Gran 
Chaco of Argentine. There are the 
Patagonians of the South and the Au-
racanians of Chile. One could fill 
pages with only an enumeration of 
their tribal names and a guess at their 
numbers. 

The manner of living among these 
Indians is as varied as the area in 
which they dwell. Begin with the 
southernmost, the Onas of Tierra del 
Fuego. Although they are exposed for 
months during the rains to frost and 
snow, they go about almost naked, and 
entirely so in their poor habitations, 
which often take the form of caves 
dug into the side of a hill. Many of 
them are polygamists, and all show 
Tcry little respect for the government. 
Not long ago a Chilean army officer 
stationed among them was found 
pierced by 25 arrows pointed with 
splinters of glass. 

A much sturdier race are the Arau-
eanlans. Among all the aborigines of 
the region now called Chile, they only 
have never been conquered, neither 
by the Incas who extended once their 
empire as far as Maule, or by the 
Spaniards who had to withdraw from 
them. It has been my privilege to 
preach to them in 1907. and I found 
among the family of Mnpuehs, near 
Carahue, a very kind reception. They 
live in large huts, called rucas, the 
sides of which are made of branches, 
straw and occasionally of hides. Some 
of these rucas are large enough to 
sneH'r all the members of one of the 
smaller tribes. 

Kill the Babes and Aged. 
The Indians of toe Gran Chaco. the 

northwestern reserves of Argentine, 
end the Cunrcnies are first cousins. 
Rev. v-\ R. Grubb, v.ho knows most 
«IK>U: iLo:n. spy?: "Although canni

balism is not practiced in the Chaco, 
the people have many stories about 
it, which may be only Invented. But 
it is quite possible that they are the 
result of a long-forgotten habit. These 
cannibals are supposed to be located 
in the far West, and in that direction 
among a people of Guaranl descent, 
such practices were evidently, in 
vogue." The most prevalent crime 
among the Lengua-Mascoy (one of the 
Paraguay tribes) is that of infanticide, 
which they do not rank in the same 
category as the murder of a grown 
child or adult, and this evil is so gen
eral, that the very existence of the 
race is endangered. There are many 
reasons for infanticide. The strongest 
incentive to the crime Is the difficulty 
of nurturing and bringing up a young 
family under the most unfavorable 
conditions, especially the shortage of 
food. 

Another feature of heathenism, 
found among the Lengua-Mascoy In
dians, which is apt to strike one at 
first sight as extremely cruel, and In
dicative of a total lack of natural af
fection, is the habit of hastening the 
death of the aged and the victims of 
a serious accident or sickness. So 
long as there is any probable hope of 
recovery, the patient Is kimlly treated 
and attended to, but their attitude to 
these unfortunates at once changes 
when they realize that their efforts are 
in vain. Then they hasten death by 
starvation and neglect, sometimes even 
by violence, and wilful, premature 
burial is by no means an uncommon 
occurrence. 

In Bolivia there are even today a 
great number of distinct tribes of In
dians. The two most prominent fam
ilies are the Quetchuas and the Aim-
araes. Having lived several years In 
Bolivia, It was my joy to establish 
preaching services among the Aim-
araes. The Quetchuas belonged to the 
four original tribes which unitedly 
composed the Inca empire. 

The proud Aimara, once considering 
himself the lord of the eternal moun
tains, Is now a shy and crushed serv
ant. He evades the white man who 
so treacherously treated his fore
bears In the days of the Atahualpa, the 
Croesus of his time. With the Span
ish political yoke the religion of the 
conquerors was enforced upon all na
tives. Many of them little cared 
whether one image, that of the sun or 
moon, or another, that of the cross 
or of the "mother of heaven," adorned 
their temples or surmounted the hills. 

Cannibals off Bolivia. 

There are 25 more major tribes of 
Indians in Bolivia. On the official 
maps used in the Bolivian schools, 
drawn by Dr. Dan Bustamante, all 
these are called "salvajes" or savages. 
Some of these, as the Guanas who are 
bordering on Paraguay, or the Cha-
caros of the East Indies, are still can
nibals. No one knows their language, 
and they hide in the marshes or climr 
into the trees at the approach of the 
white man. Lucky, Indeed, the for* 
elgner who, having been saved from 
their poisoned arrows, has been permit
ted to reach the outer border of their 
domains. 

I little wonder at the wild heathen 
rites and orgies after having seen sev
eral of the festivities and pagan dances 
performed by the so-called Christian 

1 Indians in Bolivia. These dances took 
place during one of their church festi
vals. 

I saw them gather for the dance, 
sewed Into the skins of the alpacca, 
imitating bears, or wearing masks rep
resenting lions or rats. This consist
ed of stepping slowly to the weird 
sound of bamboo flutes, meanwhile de
scribing large circles. Suddenly they 
stop at the sign of their leader, torn 
about and retrace in dancing step the 
circle just marked. At another sig
nal they stop altogether, when their 
squaws regale them with small tin 
cups filled with dilated raw alcohol, 
manufactured from sugarcane. In a 
few minutes dancing is resumed, and 
some of the men kept this up for forty 
or forty-eight hours, when they fell in 
death-like stupor to the ground. They 
never took off their masks or fancy 
dresses during all this time, and even 
slept out their debauch la the attire 
of their orgies, 

Time Here to Ignore Croakers and 
Go Ahead With the War Work 

By GEORGE ADE 

It was all right six months ago to spare an hour 
a day in trying to convince someone with a vacant eye 
and a dark mind that wc were really justified in accept
ing the insolent challenge thrown at us by Germany. 

You are to be forgiven if, even three months ago, ! 

you spent valuable time trying to convince a sluggish 
minority that— 

First—Government bonds are a safe investment. 
Second—Pro-German propaganda is to be hit in 

the head. 
Third—The allies are to be trusted. 

Fourth—The Eed Cross is above suspicion and does not obtain either 
money or knittsd goods under false pretenses. 

Fifth—All taxes which have been levied are justified by extraordinary 
md unprecedented conditions. 

Sixth—This is not a rich man's war; it was not precipitated by an) 
Wall street influence; it is not concerned over private investments; it is 
not a grand benefit for munition makers. 

Seventh—Fair promises have no value when they are made by a 
criminal who finds himself backed into a corner. 

E-ghth—The men in our training camps and aboard transports and 
stationed somewhere in France are being safeguarded as American sol
diers were never before looked after, as regards wholesome food, proper 
sanitation, prevention of disease and moral guidance. 

Why enumerate further? 
In every community you will find a contrary-minded sediment of the 

human race—people who keep themselves somewhat in evidence by noisily 
denying facts which are self-evident to all of their neighbors who happen 
to be in the full enjoyment of sanity. 

They are somewhat like frogs, i. e., they make an awful noise in pro
portion to their number. 

The time has come to ignore them. 
If we cannot lock them up for safekeeping, at least we can shut them 

out from our daily program and go ahead with the important work laid 
out for us. 

ocoesT House 
(KUNireO STATES 

Nation Imperiled by Its Low Standard 
of Physical Efficiency 

By REPRESENTATIVE HORATIO C. CLAYPOOL of Ohio 

My mind has been deeply impressed for a long time by the necessity 
for some governmental action designed to encourage and establish tho 
practice of physical culture among the citizenship of this country. The 
appalling condition, disclosed by the recent physical examinations of the 
young men of our nation before the exemption boards has sent a thrill 
of alarm and a sense of profound concern into the heart of every thinking 
and loyal citizen. The question naturally arises within the mind of every 
serious man, What practical thing can be done to decrease the percentage 
of physical deficients and raise the standard of physical efficiency among 
the men of our nation? 

There is overwhelming evidence that the people of this nation are 
living in profound ignorance of the vital and imperative necessity of train
ing their bodies with the same care and thoroughness as they do their 
minds. "Cram the mind, though the body be crippled," has been the 
abiding practice of our people so long that when the hour of great neces
sity arises, when the moment of peril is upon us, and the things that are 
more priceless to us than our lives are in jeopardy and the cry of a ruth
less enemy is heard at our gates, and the nation turns with confidence to 
the surging millions of its citizens for defenders, an amazing host is found 
nervous, timid, uncertain, doubtful, hesitant, and with waning and 
depleted vitality. Well might we hang our heads in shame at the exhi
bition, and doubly so, because in all the wonderful achievements of this 
peerless nation it has neglected the apparent and imperative duty of 
training its citizenship in the necessity of physical culture. 

It is easy for a healthy man to be courageous, hopeful, optimistic and 
enthusiastic, and it is easy for a sick man to be a coward. If the resplend
ent glory of this nation is to remain unsullied, it will be because of the 
devotion, courage, masterfulness, resourcefulness and physical vigor of 
its citizens. 

Little Acts of Sacrifice That Make 
Patriotism Really Effective 

By HILDEGARDE HAWTHORNE 

The little act of patriotism! We are constantly coming across one 
of them. Hearing some woman say, as I did this morning, while crowded 
into an office elevator: 

"You see, I have only two free hours each evening. Isn't it too bad, 
for of course I can't do very much in that time. I knit one evening and 
make bandages the next—but only two hours—" 

Or it may be another sort of sacrifice, such as this by a young girl; 
"I counted up and found that I averaged fifty-five cents a '•reek on 

candy. And I just decided that I wouldn't eat a single piece this year— 
or for the duration of the war, as they put it. And I talked with all of 
my best friends, and we've signed a pledge to put our candy money all 
together—it amounts to seventeen dollars and a few cents each week-
think of that!—into comfort lata for the soldiers, or wool for sweaters. 
Of course, it's silly even to speak of giving up such a little thing i s candy 
in a time like this, but we are all girls without very much spending money, 
and we've been perfectly delighted to see what getting together accom
plishes. Seventeen dollars a week buys quite a lot!" 

The other day I lunched with a friend of mine who is a secretary 
in a downtown office. As we gained the street I turned toward the res
taurant we habitually frequented, but she pulled me back, 

"No, I don't go there any more," she said. 
"Why not? There isn't another so convenient, nor with bettei 

*ood—and then they make us feel so at home there." 
"Yes, but they aren't complying with Hoover's requests as to meat 

nd wheat, and I won't go to any restaurant that doesn't. Well have to 
o another block and get into a crowd, but it can't be helped.** 
* • 

The Van Rensselaer House. 

R ENSSELAER Is a small city on 
the east bank of the Hudson 
river, opposite Albany, N. Y. 
Although It can boast of few 

attractions, it has the honor of pos
sessing within its city limits the oldest 
building In the United States. There 
has been much talk of uniting these 
two cities and at some future day this 
old building may be found In Greater 
Albany. 

As we stood in front of this old 
house (facing the river) one beautiful 
October afternoon we thought a more 
desirable location for a dwelling could 
not have been selected, writes Mrs. 
Hnlsey Hayford, in the Utica Globe. 
At our left we have a view for miles 
down the Hudson. Over at our right Is 
the city of Albany, the upper portion 
of its $27,000.000-dollar pile of marble 
(the capltol) being plainly visible. 

This old mansion faces tho south
ern part of Albany and what we see 
are old broken-dowu buildings along 
the docks, old black foundries, old 
Ice houses, etc. It has been said that 
everything earthly has something to 
mnr its perfection and we thought 
this view is not an exception. 

We turned townrtl the house. It 
towers above the good-sized dwellings 
on either side and looks very much 
like a fort. Between the two front 
windows of our left is a bronzed tab
let upon which is the following in
scription : 

SUPPOSED to be the 
OLDEST BUILDING in the 

UNITED STATES. 
AND to have been erected in 
1642 AS a manor house and 

place of defense 
KNOWN as FORT CKAILO. 

GENT ABERCROMBIE'S head
quarters 

while marching to attack FORT 
TICONDEROGA In 1758 where 

it is said, 
That at the cantonment east of 

the house 
Near the old well the army sur

geon 
R. SCITUCKRURG composed the 

popular 
song of YANKEE DOODLE. 

We entered the small front hall In 
the middle of the house*. Two doors 
opposite each other admit us into the 
two main rooms. At the back of the 
hall, at our left, is an unattractive 
staircase. The main rooms have odd-
fashioned fireplaces with wooden 
mantles ornamented with wreaths and 
garlands. Under each * window is a 
scat. Bock of the room at the left 
is a larger hall extending across the 
house, with a door at either end. The 
north door is made in two halves, up
per and lower. Back of this hall is 
another good-sized room. All the rooms 
in this building are of good size and 
the ceilings ore about nine feet high. 

When we had ascended the front 
stairs we took nbout three steps to 
our right and at the top of a short 
flight of stairs at our left Is a small 
room with low ceilings. This was 
called the "dead room." Any mem
ber of the family dying was laid in 
this room. It was never used for any 
other purpose. Going down from this 
room and ascending a short flight of 
stairs in front of us we reached the 
upper hall. The arrangement of the 
three floors of this house Is the some. 
One room at the right, three at the 
left. 

Hew the House was built. 
On July 27. 1630. Klllaen Von 

Rensselaer, a gentleman who resided 
in Holland, pnrchosed of the Indians 
(through his ngent) a tract of lond, 
48 miles one way and 24 the other, 
containing more than 700,000 acres. 
Tt was divided in two ports by thp 
Hudson river. The western half com
prised the whole county of Albany 
while the eastern half was more than 
two-thirds of Rensselaer county. 
Later additional purchases were made. 

Tt was found necessary to have n 
manor house and plare of protection 
npalnst the hostile Mohicans and the 
Lord Potroon. or the Patroon. ns he 
was called, ordered his agent to build 
n fort. This he did In 1641, the date 
which Is cut on a stone In the cellar 
wall, inside of this old building. The 
brick, shingles and nails used in its 
construction were sent from Holland. 
The fort was named Crailo after tLe 
Pt'rjon's estate nr; i Huizen. 

Many times when the Indians he-
came particularly hostile the people 
fled to this fort for safety. Two port
holes are still in the front walls of 
this building. There were nine of these 
port holes. In the cellar is an under
ground passage lending to the well. 

It was made so that when the house 
was surrounded by the enemy, the In
mates could still have a water supply. 
The well is nbout 12 feet from the rear 
of the house, and is nearly filled with 
water, but is covered with boards. It 
was said to be 175 feet deep, and was 
famous for the purity of Its water. Un
til recently there were bones in the cel
lar, said to have been the bones of In
dians. Perhaps they were put there 
through the trap door still seen in the 
floor. 

Kiliaen Van Rensselaer died at Am
sterdam in 1647, never having visited 
America. After a time his descend
ants came from Holland, nnd occupied 
this building ns a dwelling. As the 
country became more settled, they 
rented farms to the colonists, nnd were 
to receive annually, as rent, six bushels 
of oats, two pairs of chickens and u 
cord of wood, or their equivalent in 
cash. Many who paid this rent through 
two or three generations, for the farina 
which they hod occupied, refused to 
pay It longer. This was the commence
ment of the "nntlrent war," which waa 
long nnd bitter. 

Sent Their "Wash" to Holland. 
The Van Rensselaers sent annually 

their soiled linen to Holland to be 
washed, although the Hudson river 
was in front of their home. Two old 
chests in which they sent their soiled 
linen, were In the attic of this old 
bouse until recently. 

An addition was built on this old 
manor house in 1740, nnd In the early 
port of 1800, Kalian mnrblq mantels 
look the place of the old wooden ones. 
They were the first In this country. 
Later they were replaced by the wood
en ones now in the building. 

Doctor Jeremiah Van Rensselaer 
lived hero In 1852. nnd was Ihe last 
member of the family to occupy this 
house. After his death It was owned 
by different Individuals. The last 
gentleman who resided here endeavored 
to have a bill passed by the legisla
ture at Albany for its purchase by the 
stnte. The bill was not passed, and, 
soon after, ho vncnted the house, It 
being "covered with mortgage." 

Anyone seeing this old manor house 
a few months after this would not 
have hnd the least doubt of its being 
the oldest building in the United 
States. Children played In It by day, 
and It was a rendezvous for tramps at 
night. The only reason there was a 
whole pone of gloss left was because 
it was beyond the reach of n stone 
thrown by the average small boy. Later 
It was sold at auction, and purchased 
by a company of Ice dealers. There are 
but o few feet left on either side of 
this old mansion, ns the lawn at the-
north wns sold lost year, and, upon lt» 
a modern dwelling was erected. A 
similar fate was awaiting the eld 
house when It was purchased by Mrs. 
Susan De Lnncy Van Rensselaer 
Strong of New Yory city. 

Mrs. Strong is a descendant of Kll
laen Van Rensselaer, nnd is very en
thusiastic In regard to the restoration 
of this home of her forefathers. The 
front hall and two large rooms on 
either side are now being repaired by 
the order of three patriotic societies. 
They hope a sufficient number of so
cieties will become interested in tho 
building until it is entirely restored. It 
will soon be opened to the public, and 
"kept as a depository of articles of 
colonial or revolutionary interest.** 

If there is the least doubt about Ita 
being the oldest building in the United 
States, it Is certainly very old, and of 
sufficient historical renown to bo 
worthy of preservation. 

Age of the Oceans. 
Scientists have figured out the aver* 

2ge amount of salt carried by the 
rivers of the world as a total, and have 
compared with the total quantity of 
snlt in the oceans. From these data 
(taking into account evaporation and 
rate of stream flow) it is possible to 
reckon how many years have been re
quired to make the seas as salt aa 
they are today. On this basis, Prof 
Frank Clarke of the United States ge» 
ological survey, one of the foremost 
authorities, estimates that the ocean* 
B.-O about f0.000.000 rears <>]& 


