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Legislative Committee, General Council, Minnesota 
Chippewas, Meeting With Unusual Success 

In Washington This Winter, 
SPECIAL TO T H E TOMAHAWK. 

Washington, D. C , 
Feb. 16, 1918. 

This has been the banner week 
since the Chippewa Legislative 
Committee arrived in Washington. 
Step by step, day by day they are 
making progress in their fight for 
the liberation of the Chippewa 
people from the control of the In
dian Bureau. Their task has been 
an exceedingly difficult one. The 
Indian Bureau is determined to re
tain its control and supervision 
over the property consisting of al
lotted lands and individual funds. 
The delegation is equally, deter
mined that all competent Indians, 
which embraces about nine-tenths 
of the membership of the tribe, 
shall be fully liberated and shall 
be given possession of their prop
erty without further supervision 
and control by the Indian Bureau. 
When two determined forces clash 
in such a struggle one or the other 
must give way. In this clash the 
Indian Bureau is being slowly 
driven back. The final retreat of 
the Indian Bureau is only a ques
tion of time. Under the sledge 
hammer blows the delegation is 
delivering it is only a question of 
time until the liberation of the 
Chippewa Indian*- will be an ac
complished fact. 

The struggle now being waged is 
a bloodless one; it is being fought 
with facts and reason. These facts 
and reasons a re being submitted to 
men who are in search of knowl
edge of the true condition existing 
on the Chippewa reservation, and 
when the actual condition existing 
is known to them the people con
stituting the great Chippewa Tribe 
in Minnesota need have no fear as 
to the result. 

Senator Gronna. of North Dako
ta, lias shown himself to be the 
real friend of the Chippewa In
dians. There are many other mem
bers of the Senate Indian Commit
tee to whom the Chippewa Indians 
will owe a lasting debt of gratitude, 
but there are none to whom they 
will owe a greater debt than to 
Seuator Gronna. Minnesota is with
out representation on the Senate 
Committee on Indian Affairs. Sen
ator Clapp was Chairman of that 
Committee for years, but on his 
retirement last March Minnesota 
was left without representation. 
Senator Gronna came from an ad
joining State, the State of North 
Dakota. When the Legislative 
Committee explained to Senator 
Gronna that Minnesota had no rep
resentative upon the Committee, 
and appealed tc him for assistance, 
the warm hearted Senator from 
North Dakota responded, "I will 
see t> it, so far as it is my power 
that no injustice is done your peo 
pie. All that I ask is that you in
form me of the exact facts, and do 
not mislead me in any respect. If 
you will do thnt I will do what I 
can for your people." With these 
remarks the Sen itor from North 
Dakota held forth a warm hand and 
extended to each member of the 
legislative committee a cordial 
grasp. Every member who felt the 
band of Senator Gr;>nna tighten 
around his band knew £hat Senator 
Gronna meant what he said. And 
Senator Gronna has redeemed his 
promise. Although there isdem md 
from North Dakota upon Senator 
Gronna for almost every minute of 

bis time he took personal charge 
of the Chippewa items in the In
dian Appropriation Bill and this is 
what he accomplished: 

The bill as reported to the Sen
ate contains a provision appropria
ting $10,000 of theChippewa funds 
for the expenses of the General 
Council to be expended as the Gen
eral Council may direct. In the ex
penditure of this money no officer 
of the United States can have any 
voice. It is the first time the Chip
pewa Indians, through their Gen
eral Council, have been giveo the 
right to spend a limited amount of 
their own money as they may di 
rect. Twice during tfce discussion 
of this item before the Committee 
it looked hopeless from the stand
point of theChippewa Indians, but 
at the critical time Senator Gronna 
came to the rescue and saved the 
day. Frank D. Beaulieu, who had 
just arrived, took a conspicious 
part in obtaining for the Chippe
wa Indians this appropriation. 
Once when the matter looked al
most hopeless, after the Indian 
Bureau had insisted to the Commit
tee that not over $6,000 should be 
allowed and that every dollar of 
said amount should be expended 
only with the approval first being 
had of the Secretary, and after 
James I. Coffey, the stool pigeon 
of the Indian Office, had entered a 
vigorous protest against allowing 
the General Council $10,000 which 
he said was to be used in paying 
an attorney, Frank D. Beaulieu, 
who was occupying a seat in the 
rear of the Committee room, sud
denly rose. In stentorian tones 
Beaulieu commenced: 

" I am an Iudian and I just came 
from the White Earth Reserva 
tion. I am suprised at the speedy 
action that the Committee has 
taken in these matters." 
Everyone in the Committee room 

turned their eyes toward the 
speaker. The expression in Beaul 
ieu's face indicated determination. 
The Chairman of the Committee 
inquired his name and invited bim 
to come before the Committee. 
Frank D. Beaulieu proceeded to 
tell the Committee some plain 
truths about affairs on the Chip
pewa reservations in Minnesota. 
He then pointed out that the Unit
ed States had taken millions of 
dollars of the trust funds funds of 
the Chippewa Indians and spent 
the(m for purposes which the court 
had held was unlawful, and yet the 
great Senate Committee was ap
parently unwilling to let too Chip
pewa Indians hare $ 10,000 of their 
own money to investigate and find 
out how the Department was ad
ministering their own property. 
He stated that tome of the money 
would be used in employing an at
torney or attorneys, but pointed 
out, that the Indian Office had in 
its employ or at its commaad the 
entire Department of Justice em
bracing the best legal talent ob
tainable in the Nation. "How are 
we to combat or meet that legal 
force," inquired Beaulieu, "unless 
we can employ an attorney." The 
ineffectu&l efforts of Coffey an3 the 
representative of the the Indian 
Bureau evaporated in thin air. 
Beaulieu bad carried the day. Sen
ator Gronna immediately moved to 
reconsided the vote by which the 
amendment had been agreed to. 
The motion prevailed. Sea. Gronna 

then moved the adoption of the 
amendment asked by the Legisla
tive Committee and the motion 
prevailed. 

The Senate Committee again re
inserted in the bill the item appro
priating $185,000 of the trust funds 
of the Indians for support and 
civilization. Senator Gronna se 
cured araendrafht to the provision 
whereby if the court holds that this 
money has been expended in the, 
past without authority of law this 
appropriation shall be reimbursed 
immediately to the Chippewa In
dians. During the discussion 
Webster Ballinger, who appeared 
for the delegation, and" Frank 
Beaulieu, pointed out to the Com
mittee that the appropriation could 
not lawfully be made, and if it 
could lawfully be made there was 
no necessity for such an appropri-
tion. I t was pointed out to the 
CommitteeHnat out of 11,000 mem 
bers of the Chippewa Tribe not 
over 2500 of those who received 
allotments or who were entitled to 
allotments in May, 1900, were 
either minors, full-bloods or old 
and indigent Indians, and that a 
substantial part of the full bloods 
were fu>ly competent to take care 
of their property; that all of the 
11,000 with the exception of about 
1100 on the Red Lake Reservation 
paid taxes upon personal property, 
and that about 65 per cent of the 
allotted Indians paid taxes upon 
their real property. The Chi ope wa 
Indians of Minnesota, it was con 
tended were helping to support the 
State Minnesota, aud it was farcial 
for Congress to appropriate $185,-
000 of their trust funds for their 
support and civilization when as ti 
matter of fact they were not only 
supporting themselves, educating 
their children, but contributing to 
the support of the. State of Minne
sota. It was admitted that there 
were probably 2500 members of 
the Chippewa Tribe that needed 
the supervision of the Government, 
but it was pointed out that practi
cally every dollar of the $185,000 
was used in paying the salaries and 
maintaining the employees of the 
Uuited States who were being paid 
out of the Chippewa funds and who 
were denying to the Chippewa In
dians rights secured to them under 
the law; that very little, if any, of 
the $185,000 was actually used for 
the support and civilization of any 
of the Indians. In view of the fact 
that this service had been going 
on for years and that it might 
work a hardship upon some to 
suddenly terminate it, the Senate 
Committee deemed it best to coi -
tinue the appropriation this year 
with the provision that if the courts 
held that the moneys could not 
lawfully be used in the payment of 
the salaries and expenses of the 
Bureau of Indian Affairs that it 
should be reimbursed to the In
dians. 

J . W. Broker, of Ponsford, ar 
rived this week and has joined the 
Legislative Committee. His visit 
to Washington was occasioned by 
the false reports sent out to Pine 
Point Indians by Coffey relative to 
the work being done by the Legis 
lative Committee. Mr. Broker was 
selected by the Pine Point Indians 
to come to Washington and inves
tigate Coffey's charges. He came 
to Washington, made a careful 
investigation, found every state
ment made by Coffey to be false, 
and has endorsed unqualifiedly the 
work of the Legislative Committee-
and hss joined the Committee. 

The delegation has practicaliy 
completed arrangements for the 
advancement of the test case pend
ing in the Supreme Court of the 
District of Columbia involving the 
validity of the appropriations f rom 
the trust funds made in 1919 -1917. 

The delegatioD has taken up 

various matters of vital import
ance to the members of the tribe, 
relating to the with-holding of 
trust funds, the completion of the 
roll of full-bloods on the White 
Earth Reservation, the enrollment 
of child ren^born off the reservation 
to parents who are enrolled so that 
these children can share in future 
interest and other payments. 

Assistant Secretary Hopkins has 
requested them to reduce their 
complaints to writing and has as
sured them that he will give the 
matter his personal 'consideration 
to the end that any abuses existing 
shall cease. Between Congress and 
the Secretary's Office the delega
tion is confident that it will bring 
the Indian Bureau to time and put 
an effectual stop to outrages that 
have for years been inflicted lupou 
the Chippewa Indians by the In 
dian Bureau employees in Minne 
sota. Unless Supt. Hinton and 
other superintendents change their 
tactics it is safe to predict that 
their resignations will be called for 
and th.it they will be succeeded by 
men who will enforce and not 
violate the law and at the same 
time treat the. Indians justly and 
humanely. 

The Carter Bill. 
"A BILL 

For the purpose of confering citi
zenship upon all Indians and seg
regating the competent Indians 
from the supervision of the Indian 
Bureau. 

Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the 
United States of America in Con

gress assembled, That every Indian 
born within the territorial limits of 
the United States is hereby de
clared to be a citizen of the United 
States, entitled to all rights, privi
leges, and immunities of such citi
zens. 

Sec. 2. That after ninety days 
from the passage of this Act the 
Secretary of the Interior is hereby 
authorized and directed to issue 
patents in fee to all adult mixed-
blood Indians within the limits of 
the UniteJ States having a quantum 
of less than one half Indian blood, 
to whom lands have been allotted, 
or may hereafter be allotted, and 
that from and after six months from 
the date of the passage of this Act 
all such adult Indians of less than 
one-half Indian blood shall be free 
from any restrictions or supervis
ion by the Federal Government: 
Provided, That nothing contained 
in this Act shall be construed to 
impose restrictions heretofore or 
hereafter removed from Indian 
lands or property,-nor to prohibit 
the Secretary of the Interior from 
removing restrictions upon such 
allottees as may in his opinion be 
expedient. 

Sec. 3. That all tribal funds in
vested, in lieujof investment, treaty 
funds or otherwise, now held by 
the United States in trust for such 
adult Indians of less than one half 
Indian blood, whether in the Fed
eral Treasury, deposited in any 
bank, held by any Federal official, 
or otherwise, shall be capitalized 
within six months after the passage 
of this Act and paid by someoffic r 
of the United States appointed fcr 
that purpose, to such adult Indians 
of leas than on-half Indian blood. 

or their legal heirs, as their respec
tive interest in such fund may ap
pear, to aid and assist them in im
proving their homes and lands. 
And any fund th^t may become due 
such adult Indians of less than one-
half Indian blood by the collection 
from sa!es or rents of tribal or in
dividual property, or from any 
source whatsoever, shall be paid 
out to such Indians of less than 
one-half Indian blood, or their 
legal heirs, as their respective in
terest may appear within six 
months after such funds become 
available. 

Sec. 4. That for the further pur
pose of determining the competency 
of Indians and placing them on 
their individual responsibility, the 
President of the United States shall 
appoint three commissions, each 
commission to be composed of 
three persons, one of whom shall, 
be a member of an Indian tribe, 
another a member of the Board of 
Indian Commissioners, and another 
to be designated from the Iudian 
Service, the last of whom shall 
have a civil service Htatus. 

Sec. 5. Tha^ each commission 
shall organize by electing one of 
its membership chairman and an
other secretary, and each commis
sioner shall receive a salary of not 
to exceed $2,500 per annum and 
expenses while actually engaged in 
the discharge of the duties imposed 
hereunder, and not to exceed $50,-
000 of the amount of $135,000 car
ried under the head "General ex
penses of the Indian Service," at 
page thirteen of the Indian appro
priation bill which passed the House 
on January twenty second, nine
teen hundred and eighteen, is here-
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We're right here every day in the year (except Sunday) to supply you 

with any and everything you may need in 

THE BEST AND PUREST 6R0GERIES IN THE MARKET. 

TheB.L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

White Earth, flinnesota. 
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