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The late Major Charles A. 
Ruffee, who served two terms as 
Indian Agent at this place, will go 
down in history as the one solitary 
Indian Agent who won the love, 
respect and confidence of the While 
E^rth people; the one ex-agent 
who could come back here any old 
time with the assurance that the 
glad hand of the populace was 
ever ready to be extended to him. 
While incompetency, indifference 
to the legal rights of the people, 
lack of proper respect for th<m 
they were supposed to serve and 
who furnished the funds 10 pay 
their salaries; a too manifest dis 
play of petty arrogance and pedan 
try; inclination to brutal bullying 
over minor subordinates are among 
the the many edious features 
which have served to store away 
unpleasant memories ia the minds 
of the reservation people concern 
ing many of the former agents of 
this agenc.v and condemned their 
names to "dumb forgetful I ness a 
prey." 

W A S S A J A " says—"A dead In
dian" went to heaven. Hte was at 
liberty, strolling arouau in the 
Happy Hunting Grounds. The 
heavenly hosts pleaded with Peter 
in throw the Indian out. There 
%vas* great uproar in heaven be-

We are informed that, not many 
moons ago, a petty official of one. 
of the Mgencies -took occasion to 
reprimand a young lady subordin
ate, a member vf the Minnesota 
Chippewas and, among other things 
said, "you don't seem to appreci
ate the great good I am doing for 
your people" (the Indians). Con
t i n u i n g he said: "I don't have to 
do this work,if I don't want to; 
but I am doing this work for the 
sake of humanity and^the good of 
the service and you people (injuns) 
don't appreciate the great,good the 
Government is accomolishing 
through us employees " Fiddle
sticks! rather the great good whieb-
is being afforded from Chippewa 
Indian tribal fund money, in the 
way of salary, to furnish "easy 
street" occupation for some of the 
egotistic and boastful parvenue 
which are numerously numbered 
among the Indian liure'au employ
ees. This reminds us of a little 
story which nearly fits this occ:s-
ion: Once upon a time a Govern 
ment official went on a mission to 
a certain tribe of Indians. In his 
inaiden speech to the "red breth^ 
ren" he stated that his motive for 
coming on this particular mission 
was "inspired by the great love 
cherished for his red brethren and 
their interests," etc. A missionary 
who was present moved up close 
to the official and whispered in his 
ear, "say, be careful, there may 
be other liars present." 

What's Doing at Wash
ington. 

Legislative Committee, General Council 
Still Busy at Capital City. 

Washington. D. C , 
' - April 6, 1918. 

SPECIAL TO T H E TOMAHAWK. 

This has been another busy week 
for the Legislative Committee of 
the Chippewa General Council. 
The Indian Appropriation Bill 
we'nt to conference last Thursday. 
The bill contains an item put in by 
the Senate, appropriating $175,000 
for the alleged support and civili
zation of the Chippewa Indians, to 
be paid out of their principal trust 
fundi The Indian Bureau succeed
ed in inducing Senator Kellogg to 
permit this appropriation from the 
trust fund this jTear with the un 
derstanding that next year it would 
be greatly reduced. The Legisla
tive Committee is determined to 
prevent this appropriation if pos
sible. There is no excuse for such 
an appropriation. With reference 
to this item they have informed the 
Conference Committee in a written 
communication as follows: 

"The Chippewa Indians are un
animously and unalterably opposed 
to any appropriation from their 
trust funds for their alleged "sup
port and civilization." There are 
only about 3,000 Indians under the 
control of the Government (S. 
Hearings, p. 359), every one of 
whom has an assured annual in
come from his or her allotment' 
and per capita payments sufficient 
for their support. For the alleged 
"support and civilization" of these 
3,000 Indians the Department spent 
last year $389,288 05, or over $128 
per head for every man, woman 
and child, the expenditures and 
the fund from which expended and 
the amount for the fiscal year end
ing June 30, 1917, being as fol
lows: 

From the principal trust fund 
(185,000 being appropriatdd),$l75,-
227.14. Treaty fund, $4,000. From 
the one fourth of the interest ac
cruing on the principal fund, $70,-
994.35. From the lump sum ap
propriations contained in the In
dian appropriation bill for that 
year, $99,828.38. From miscellan
eous funds, $31,083.17. From re
ceipts under the act of June 28, 
1902, $8,255 01. Total--$389,288. 
05. 

For the "support and civiliza
tion" of 3,484 members of the 
Turtle Mountain Band of Chippe. 
was in ^fbrth" Dakota this bill (p. 
45) appropriates $13,000 or' $3 80 
per head as against $128.00 per 
head for our 3,000 Indians and our 
Indians need no greater appropria 
tions "for support* and civiliza
tion" than do the 'Chippewa Indi 
ans in North Dakota The situation 
of both of said divisions of the 
Chippewa Indians is practically 
identical. Other appropriations for 
the "support and civilization" in
cluding pay of employees" carried 
in this bill are as follows: 

Flathead Indians, Mont., No. of 
Iodians, 2,345, amount appropriat 
ed, #20,000, amount per each in-' 
dividual, $8.53- Blackfeet Indians, 
Mont., Jfa. of Indians, 2,743, a-

cause of the Indian. Finally the 
Indian spoke: "Go, find Indian £*• Peck Indians, Mont., No. of 
Agent toVutm«out ." The heaven-11'^ians, 1,985, amount appropnat 
:lyhost searched'bigh and low, in |ed, W.000_, amount per each 

'divdual, $ lo . 11. Ft. Berthold 

ministration including pay of em
ployees and support of the Indians 
as against $128 per head for our 
3,000 Indians under the control of 
the Department. There is no ex 
cuse or justification for these ex
penditures and the total appropri
ation of $175,000 from our princi
pal trust fund included in the bill 
by the Senate should be stricken 
out. This would still leave avail
able over $200,000 for the support 
and civilization of 3,000 Indians^ 
or $66.66 per head, which is nearly 
three timss the amount appropri
ated for similar service for any 
other tribe in this country. 

The Indians look upon these ap
propriations from trust funds a« 
outrageous, particularly in view of 
the fact that most of their land is 
subject to and is being taxed, that 
they are contributing their share 
tc the State and Nation in taxa
tion, and that the free school sys 
tern of the State of Minnesota is 
open and accessible to them, and 
is being maintained in part by 
them and there is no necessity for 
such a service. It is the inexcus 
able taking of their trust funds by 
their trustee to pay for their al
leged "support and civilization" 
for which they are already paying 
by taxation against which we pro
test. It is nothing short of a du
plication in payments." 

The Senate included in the In
dian Appropriation Bill an item of 
$10,000 to defray the expenses of 
holding the next General Council 
and to enable the Council through 
its Committee to look after the 
affairs of the tribe and the proper
ty of the individual Indian. .VVjth 
reference to tbis~item, which the 
Indian Bureau opposed because the 
Secretary could not contrpl the 
expenditure, the Legislative Com
mittee has informed the Conference 
Committee as follows: 

"The Chippewa Indians particu
larly desire the retention of this 
amendment. This is the only mon
ey available to pay the expenses of 
the General Council, to defray the 
expenses of their representatives 
to Washington and to enable them 
to look- after their tribal affairs. 
Appropriations of $6,000 have 
heretofore been annually made for 
this purpose Last year Congress 
authorized the expenditure by the 
Indians of said amount identically 
as authorized in this item with the 
result that our General Council has 
saved to the tribe during the last 
year more than $100,000, and pav
ed the way for a much larger sav
ing next year. The work has great
ly increased, owing to the confused 
condition of our affairs and the 
sum of $10,000 is urgently needed 
during the coming year to defray 
actual expenses. This is our money 
and we ask the appropriation in 
the language in which it appears 
in the bill." , , 

These statements are based u pon 
actual facts and illustrate what the 
General Council is accomplishing 
for the Indians and the reckless 
expenditure of their money by the 
Indian Bureau in the past. 

The Legislative Committee ha? 
secured an order which has been 
sent to every Superintendent 
among the Chinpewas directing 
them to pay to the parents of all 
minor children all accounts stand ' 
ing to the credit of their minor 
children where the amount is $50 

communicate/with 
or Henry W. Warren, 

wa Indians and the parent will 
John W. Carl 

the two 
members of the Legislative Com
mittee remaining in Washington, 
National Hotel, their cases will be 
promptly presented to the Com
missioner's office and the superin
tendent will be called to account 
for his refusal to obey the depart
mental instructions. 

The parents of minor children 
who have funds standing to their 
credit in excess of $50 can obtain 
the money upon their appointment 
as legal guardian for the child or 
children. This applies to all Indian 
parents and all Indian children. 
The superintendents have been ad 
vised of this and if any superin
tendent refuses to turn over the 
funds of minor children to a legal
ly appointed guardian the Legis
lative Committee should be im
mediately notified so that they can 
bring the matter to the attention 
of the Department. The cost of 
appointing a legal guardian is but 
little. The,only expense is for the 
preparation of the necessary pap 
ers and the presentation of the 
matter to the court and the giving 
of bond. Arrangements have been 
made with Mr. Frank D. Beaulieu, 
an attorney at law of White Earth, 
Minnesota, to represent any Indian 
parents in the appointment of a 
legal guaj'dian for their children at 
a nominal cost in all cases arising 
in and around White Earth. Simi
lar arrangements will, be made 
with other attorneys located at 
points distant from White Earth 
so that the funds of the children 
will be conserved and the cost of 
the appointment of a legal guard
ian will amount to but little in 

mount appropriated, $50,000, a 
mount per each individual $18.22. o r Jess, except in cases where it is 

every nook s^tLcorjser of that far 

in 
In 

well known that the parent is an 
improper person to receive the 
money of his or her minor child
ren. This applies to all fu.ids of 

each case. In this way the funds of 
all minor children can be obtained 
for their use without repeated 
visits to the office of the superin 
tendent at expense and time and 
long delays resulting from corres
pondence with the Indian Bureau. 
The children will get the benefit 

A/o. 51. 

ton and all other superintendents 
to furnish all parents funds of 
minor children, or their own funds, 
with which to purchase seed, 
farming implement;;, and livestock 
necessary to put in crops ibis year. 
If any superintendent fails to com
ply with this order the parent 

of their money and the tribe will: should promptly notify the Legis-
be relieved of an expense that j lative Committee in Washington, 
during past years has aggregated! Recently Hinton refused to pay 
$75,000 pervannum in handling over to Sarah M. Starkey the one-
these little' petty accounts. The fourth of the principal fund, a-
tribal money heretofore recklessly | mounting to $130.00 standing to 
expended for such purposes be-' her credit. Miss Starkey will be 
longs to the individual members of iof age in December. She is now 
the tribe and by this saving this attending school in Mihnomen. 
money will ultimately bedistribut- Miss Starkey communicated with 
ed per capita among the members, the Legislative Committee and that 

Last week the Indian Bureau 'com mi itee today secured an order 
instructed Superintendent Hi nton ! by wire to Superintendent Hinton 
to furnish Mrs. Peter Bray a suffi
cient amount of the funds of her 
minor children with which to pur
chase seed this spring for her 
farm. Superintendent Hinton did 
not comply with the directions. 
Mrs. Bray communic»ted with the 
Legislative Committee in Wash
ington. The matter was promptly 
taken up with the Indian £ureau 
and a peremptory order sent Hin
ton commanding him to comply 
with the Bureau's instructions. 
Hinton did the same thing with 
reference to an order sent him in 
the case of Robert Hallett who de
sired to use a part of his children's 
money in purchasing a team, har
ness and wagon. Hinton failed to 
comply. Hallett communicated 
with the delegation with the result 
that a peremptory order was sent 
Hinton to immediately comply 
with the previous order. 

A general order has been issued 
by the Department directing IIin 

directing him to pay over the 
money forthwith to Miss Starkey. 

Congressmen Ellsworth and 
Miller, two of the real friends of 
the Chippe was among the Minne
sota Delegation, have added to 
their political renown and glory by 
the part they took in the recent 
Senatorial "campaign in Wisconsin. 
Minnesota has reason to be proud 
of theso two sons and the Chippe
wa Indians will ever owe them a 
debt of gratitude. They are both 
brilliant men and forciful and at
tractive public speakers. Congress
man Miller is not only well known 
in Minnesota but throughout the 
Nation. He is now serving his fifth 
term in Congress where he is 
recognized by all as one of the 
most forceful men in that body. 
Congressman Ellsworth is in 
second term but has already 
tracted attention. When the Co 
gressional Committee was fealM 
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When you want 
the best 

In Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, Footwear, etc., call on 
us. 
We're right here every day in the year (except Sunday) to supply you 

with any and everything you may need in 

THE BEST AND PUREST GROCERIES IN THE MARKET. 

TheB.L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

White Earth, - - flinnesota. 

dians, N. D . , No. of Indians, 1,1S-J, children regardless of whether the «ff land a r f d A y could not find 
UiAtcA S u t i H n d i a n Ageot. j amount appropriated, Slo,000, a parent has been given his or her] 

"Thifc being the case,"' Peter m o u n t P " e*ch individual, $12.6S. , patent in fee or whether they still 
-said. "Surely- this is Indian heaven; j< The highest appropriation far j hold their lands, under trust prt-
,let nun stay." The Ii.dian stayed any other Indian tribe carried by ents. If this order of the Corn-

an 1 was ever 
jngly happy. 

thereafter ereriist- this bill is less (bat $#5 per head 
which covers ail expenses ul ad 

missioner is disregarded by any 
superintendent among the Chipper 
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