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WHEAT AND FLOUR 
Total Commercial Stocks as Shown by Partial Tabulation 

of Food Survey of December 31, 1917 

The total stocks of wheat in commercial chanels on December 31, 1917, as 
indicated by a partial tabulation of the food survey of the latter date, were 
approximately one-half as large as the commercial stocks on hand December 
81, 1916, according to a statement Issued by the United States department of 
agriculture. In this connection it is pointed out that the commercial visible 
•upply figures published by the Chicago board of trade showed stocks on hand 
January 5, 1918, about 30 per cent of the commercial visible supply reported 
for January 6, 1917, while the visible supply reported by Bradstreet for Jan
uary 5, 1918, was approximately 36 per cent of that reported for January 6, 
1917. 

The commercial stocks of wheat at the end of December, 1917, compared 
more favorably with those of a year earlier than did the stocks at the end of 
August, 1917, the holdings of December 31, 1917, being 50 per cent of those 
reported for the corresponding date in 1916, while the commercial stocks of 
August 31, 1917, were only 37 per cent of those for the same date in 1916. At 
the same time it is indicated that there was only a slight, change in the rel
ative importance of the commercial stocks of flour on the dates of the two 
surveys as compared with the corresponding dates a year earlier. On August 
81 1917 the commercial stocks of flour were about 75 per cent of the stocks 
reported on hand August 31, 1916, while on December 31, 1917, the stocks of 
flour were 70 per cent of those reported for the corresponding date in 1916. 
The total wheat crop of 1917 was approximately 650,000,000 bushels, as com
pared with 640,000,000 bushels for the previous year and with 806,000,000 bush
els* the average for the five-year period 1911-1915. 

The final figures for the August 31, 1917, food survey show that the total 
commercial stocks of wheat on that date were 75,000.000 bushels, or less than 
a two months' supply, while the commercial stocks of flour were about 12,000,-
000 barrels, representing approximately a six weeks' supply. 

The elevators, mills, and wholesale grain dealers held 88.4 per cent of the 
commercial stocks of wheat reported for August 31, 1917, and 35.8 per cent of 
the total commercial stocks of flour reported for that date. In the case of 
flour, retail dealers held 24.9 per cent, bakers 20.3 per cent, wholesale grocers 
9.7 per cent, and storage warehouses 5.3 per cent. 

Minnesota and California reported the largest commercial stocks of wheat 
on August 31, 1917. their holdings being 7,290,000 and 6,891,000 bushels re
spectively, while Missouri, Illinois, and Kansas each held about «>.00O,000 
bushels. The combined holdings of these five states amounted to 28,000,000 
bushels, or more than 45 per cent of the total for the United States In the 
case of flour, eight states reported about one-half of the total stocks of the 
country, New York leading with 812,896 barrels, followed by Pennsylvania 
with 6^9,438. Uiinois with 639,126. and Nebraska * * ^ * * ^ J ™ ° 
California, Texas, Minnesota, and Missouri each reported about 500,000 barrels. 

Varieties of Cheese 
Catalogued 

(By the United States Department of Ag
riculture.) 

The distinct varieties of cheese num
ber probably about 18, although the 
names given to the manufactured kinds 
total several hundred. This statement 
Is made In the United States depart
ment of agriculture's bulletin No. 608, 
"Varieties of Cheese, Descriptions and 
Analysis," which is a revision of for
mer government publications on the 
subject. More than 40 names of cheese 
are given In the bulletin and are of lo
cal origin, usually having been derived 
from towns or communities. 

A list of the best-known names ap
plied to the distinct varieties or groups 
is as follows: 

Brick, caclocavallo, camerabert, 
cheddnr, cottage, dry, edan. emmental, 
goudn, hand, holstein. limburg, nouf-
chatel, parmesan, roquefort, supsngo, 
scanno and trappist. Descriptions and 
chemical analyses of the foreign and 
domestic cheese mentioned in (he bul
letin are given alphabetically. 

Attempts to make emmental and 
limburg cheese in this country have 
been very successful, the bulletin says. 
These varieties are being made by 500 
factories In Wisconsin alone and by 
factories in Ohio, New York and north-
c m Illinois. Investigation also has 
shown that camembert and a cheese 
of the same general nature as roque
fort or stllton, can be made success
fully in this country. 

"There is no reason," says the bul
letin, "to believe that any variety of 
cheese Imported cannot be made here, 
although with present knowledge it 
would not be advisable to try to make 
many kinds. Probably scientific in
vestigation would show how to im
prove on the average quality of the 
cheese made in the old countries, for 
it must be remembered that only the 
very best Is shipped by the European 
makers, the rest, or poorer grades, be
ing consumed at home. Unfortunate
ly a feeling prevails in the United 
States that cheese equal to the best of 
the European product cannot be pro
duced here. This feeling Is based upon 
a lack of knowledge of actual condi
tions In Europe and of the conditions 
affecting the qualities of cheese. Cer
tain parts of Europe probably are bet
ter favored by desirable climatic con
ditions and by more general dissemina
tion of the bacteria or molds necessary 
to the characteristic ripening of dif
ferent varieties, but even the best aver
age natural conditions can l>e improved 
on by artificial means since necessary 
molds or bacteria can be grown in pure 
culture and utilized anywhere. How
ever, the cost may render It imprac
ticable." 
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Time Changes. 

With the sickle a man could 
harvest half an acre a day. 

With the scythe a man could 
harvest one acre a day. 

With the cradle a man could 
harvest two and a half acres a 
day. 

With the first reaper (1831) 
a man could harvest six acres 
a day. 

With the modern binder a 
man can harvest twenty acres -. 
a day. jj; 

With the modern tractor and 
two binders one man can har- \[ 
raet forty acres a day.—Man! 
toba Free Press. 
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Carries His Own Bones 
Around as a Mascot for 

Coming Diamond Season 

All ball players believe In luck and 
most carry a talisman Of some sort, 
but It remains for Forrest Cady, 
Mack's new big catcher, to carry 
around with him the strangest token 
of all. It is nothing less than two 
bones from his own body. 

Last winter Cady was in a motor 
accident and had his shoulder broken 
in several places. Two pieces of bone 

Forrest Cady. 

were removed, and now Cady is never 
without them. 

"They are a part of mo or were," 
Cady explains, "and I'm only carrying 
them as near where they belong as 
I can. My arm's as good as ever, 
although I thought for a time that I 
would never play ball again. Yet 
somehow I feel that If I lost those 
two little pieces of bone my arm 
•would go back on me." 

As Destroyers of Insects and 
Plant Pest, Birds of Great 

Value to Garden Growers. 

It'* maddening to sow seeds In your 
garden, lot or farm land and In due 
time to discover that the "fowls of the 
air have devoured them all up." 

But could we but remember that 
without the birds we could raise little 
or nothing of anything, we should not 
be so chagrined, declares a writer In 
the Buffalo News. 

Experts who have studied the ques
tion of birds in relation to crops and 
crop conservation ngree that our feath
ered companions are friends indeed. 

As destroyers of insects and plant 
pests, birds have great value to the 
farmer and gardener. 

Food Administrator Hoover has en
tered the lists on the side of the birds, 
and "hones that the people of the Unit
ed States realize how closely related 
to food saving la the protection and en
couragement of insectivorous and mi
gratory birds." 

We do not know Just what effect 
this statement of Mr. Hoover's will 
have upon the farmer or gardener. 

We have grown up to look upon 
some birds with a certain degree of 
suspicion. The crow, for instance; 
how many farmers feel friendly to
ward the crows? Very few; Jim Crow 
is one of the most unpopular of birds, 
yet he has a voracious appetite for 
grubs, and should not perhaps be be
grudged the few sprouts of corn that 
be pulls up. 

And certainly the robin should be 
encouraged, as he is no slacker In rid
ding the garden of insect pests. 

Altogether the balance is In favor of 
the birds, and we hope that more spe
cific advice on the matter will follow, 
and thus we may be educated to the 
value of birds as food conservation 
auxiliaries. 

List of States of the Union, 
Number of Square Miles and 

Number of Counties in Each. 

The following are the states of the 
Union arranged in alphabetical order, 
the number of square miles and num
ber of counties in each: 

Alabama has 51,998 square miles 
and 67 counties; Arizona has 113,956 
square miles and 13 counties; Arkan
sas, 53,335 square miles and 75 coun
ties; California, 158,297 square miles 
and 58 counties; Colorado, 103,948 
square miles and 59 counties; Connec
ticut, 4,965 square miles and 8 coun
ties ; Delaware, 2,370 square miles and 
3 counties; Florida, 58,666 square 
miles and 46 counties; Georgia, 59,265 
square miles and 137 counties; Idaho, 
83,888 square miles and 23 counties: 
Illinois, 56,665 square miles and 102 
counties; Indiana, 36,354 square miles 
and 92 counties; Iowa, 56,147 square 
miles and 99 counties; Kansas, 82,158 
square miles and 106 counties; Ken
tucky, 40,598 square miles and 119 
counties; Louisiaia, 48,506 square 
miles and 59 courfties or parishes; 
Maine, 33,044 square miles and 16 
counties; Maryland, 13,327 square 
miles and 24 counties; Massachusetts, 
8,266 square miles and 14 counties; 
Michigan, 57,880 square miles and 83 
counties; Minnesota, 84,683 square 
miles and 83 counties; Mississippi, 46,-
865 square miles and 76 counties; Mis
souri, 69.420 square miles and 115 coun
ties ; Montana, 146,997 square miles and 
28 counties; Nebraska, 77,520 square 
miles and 91 counties; Nevada, 110,-
690 square miles and 14 counties; New 
Hampshire, 9,341 .square miles and 10 
counties; New Jersey, 8,224 square 
miles and 21 counties; New Mexico, 
122,624 square miles and 26 counties; 
New York, 49,204 square miles and 61 
counties; North Carolina, 52,426 
square miles and 98 counties; North 
Dakota, 70,837 square miles and 45 
counties; Ohio, 41,040 square miles and 
88 counties; Oklahoma, 70,057 square 
miles and 26 counties; Oregon, 96,699 
square miles and 33 counties; Penn
sylvania, 45,126 square miles and 67 
counties; Rhode Island, 1,248 square 
miles and 5 counties; South Carolina, 
30,989 square miles and 44 counties; 
South Dakota, 77,615 square miles and 
58 counties; Tennessee, 43,022 square 
miles and 96 counties; Texas, 265.896 
square miles and 246 counties; Utah, 
84,890 square miles and 27 counties; 
Vermont, 9,564 square miles and 14 
counties; Virginia, 42,627 square miles 
and 14 counties; Washington, 69,127 
square miles and 38 counties; West 
Virginia, 24,170 square miles and 55 
counties; Wisconsin, 56,066 square 
miles and 71 counties; Wyoming, 97,-
911 square miles and 13 counties. 

It All Helps. 
"I ordered my garden seed today." 
"Your garden was a failure last year, 

wasn't It?" 
"In a way it was. Still, my neigh

bors' chickens got fat on the seed I 
planted, so my work still had some 
effect toward relieving the food short* 

Dropped Within Reach. 
"Do you like your eggs dropped?" v 

"You bet I I was delighted whes 
they came down twenty cents!" 

Playing Safe. 
"You have plant

ed mostly onions 
and radishes." 

"Yes," returned 
Mr. ' C r o s s l o t s . 
"Nobody at our 
house eats them. 
So if they don't 
happen to grow It 
won't make so 
much difference." 

Army Father Joined. 
"What are you crying for, little 

girl?" 
" 'Cause daddy joined the army." 
"You shouldn't cry for that. Won't 

you like your daddy when he's dressed 
like me?" 

"But—but daddy joined the Salva
tion Army!" 

His Ear to the Ground. 
, "What is your 

Ideas as to the po
litical situation?" 

"My friend," re
plied Senator Sor-
ghpm, "we regular 
expert politicians 
know how to go 
with the people. 
And just now all 
of our people are 
fighting for our 
country and not 
for jobs." 

New Calendar Demanded. 
"These old calendars are no good." 
"Don't they give yon the day of the 

week, month and year?" 
"Yes, but who cares. What I *ant 

to learn when I get up in the moraing 
is what I go without today*" 

Two His Senior in Yean. 
A lady, anxious to find out how 

many children a new neighbor had 
asked one of the boys, "How many of 
you are there?" 

"Five." he answered. 
"Are you the oldest?" questioned the 

lady. 
"No." the boy replied, "there are two 

older'n me—ma and pa." 

Not Worth I t 
"I see where Mrs. Jiggins sued for 

$100 damages for alienattoa of her 
husband's affectUma." 

"What extortion I , -

At the home for blinded soldiers and sailors at Torquay, an annaoc of 
the famous St. Dustan's, in Regent Park, London. Making string bags which 
are sold for the benefit of the blind. 

Summer Storage of Coal Is 
Way to Prevent Another Fuel 

Famine the Coming Winter 

Before the winter's fires are cold, 
the United States fuel administration 
is urging the storage of fuel for next 
winter. Every effort that can be made 
to prevent a repetition of the coal 
shortage of this year will be made. 
State administrators have already 
taken up next year's problem, and they 
will devote most of their time to it 
throughout the spring and summer. 

The state council of defense will join 
In the campaign. Through every offi
cial source all coal users will be urged 
to begin buying and storing coal now 
for next year. Every private user in 
particular Is urged to put in his next 
winter's coal at the earliest possible 
date, and get out of the market. 

The purpose behind the efforts of 
both the fuel administration and the 
state councils is to keep the coal mines 
working throughout the summer. Only 
a comparatively small amount of coal 
can be stored at the mines. The only 
places where It can be stored In quan
tities to prevent the possibility of an
other famine next winter is on the 
premises of the individual users and 
the dealers. 

Also transportation facilities are 
much better In summer than in winter. 
More cars are available. There is no 
danger of bad-weather blockades. The 
traffic congestion of the winter months 
Is not a summer problem. 

There is plenty of coal. Enough, 
and more than enough, can be mined, 
if the mines are kept working all the 
time. But it cannot be mined unless 
it is taken away from the mines. And 
it cannot be taken away from the 
mines unless there are purchasers. 

Next year's traffic problems will in 
all probability be as great as those of 
this year. The only way to prevent 
a coal shortage is to begin piling it up, 
and continue to do so throughout the 
summer. 

Hens of the medium-sized b r e e d s -
Plymouth Rocks, Wyandottes, Rhode 
Island Reds and Orpingtons—are best 
suited to backyard conditions. Large 
hens kept in close confinement are like
ly to get too fat to lay well. Small, 
nervous hens are apt to develop such 
vices as egg eating and feather eating. 
The bad tendencies mentioned do not 
prohibit the keeping of large and small 
breeds In small back yards, but makes 
it necessary for the keeper to use ex
traordinary care to keep them In good 
condition and productive. White and 
light-colored varieties are not desira
ble for small back yards, because their 
plumage soils too easily. 

As a rule It is most satisfactory to 
buy hens of a local poultry keeper or 
dealer in live poultry. Desirable small 
flocks are frequently offered by people 
who are obliged by change of work or 
of residence to sell their poultry. Deal
ers In live poultry everywhere sort out 
from their general receipts the heus 
that show good breeding and quality to 
sell to back yard poultry keepers. 
When satisfactory* stock cannot be ob
tained locally, the advertising columns 
of newspapers should be consulted, and 
the hens bought from the nearest 
breeder who can supply what Is want
ed at a reasonable price. 

For the back yard flock kept to pro
duce eggs, It is not necessary to have 
hens of extra good standard quality. 
What breeders of standard poultry call 
choice utility hens are as good as any 
for egg production and cost but little 
more than ordinary mongrels. Hens 
of this grade in the medium-sized 
breeds usually are a little under stand
ard weights, and have superficial 
faults, as unsoundness of color, or ir
regularity of markings or of the shape 
of the comb, which in no way affect 
their laying capacity, but make them 
unfit for exhibition and undesirable for 
breeding purposes. 

When buying hens in person partic
ular attention should be given to the 
general condition—whether the bird 
seems vigorous and lively, and to the 
appearance of the/comb and the condi
tion of the feet. Healthy hens have 
bright red combs and bright eyes. A 
slight paleness of the comb is simply 
an indication that the hen Is not laying 
at the time; but a bird whose comb has 
either a yellowish or bluish cast should 
be rejected, for these are symptoms of 
Internal disorders. The skin and scales 
of legs and toes should be smooth, and 
the soles of the feet soft and free from 
corns. 

Split Infinitive. 

The "split Infinitive" is a term used 
by critical grammarians to designate 
the placing of an adverb or a phrase 
between an infinitive and its sign "to," 
thus separating or disconnecting the 
infinitive from a word that properly 
belongs to it. Following are exam
ples: "I went there In order to per
sonally Inspect it," instead of "I went 
there in order to Inspect It person
ally" or "In order personally to in
spect it;" "the acid Is allowed to 
slowly percolate"; "the glare of the 
Are seemed to completely light the 
city." Each of these sentences splits 
the infinitive by placing words tfe-
tween the infinitive and the "to" that 
belongs to it. 

German Socialism. 

The German Socialists have ideas 
of brotherhood which agree with 
those of the kaiser. Yon first selae 
your brother's country, kill off his 
women and children, appropriate his 
raw material, call upon God to wit
ness your loving kindness, set up one 
of your sons as king and the trick is 
done. It is all explained in your 
treaty, in which yon tell how much 
yon iove the dear ones yon have en
slaved— Brooklyn Eagle. 
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Statistical Notes. 

One of the best paying jobs 
for women in Japan is that of 
hairdresser. 

• • • 
Several women are acting as 

newspaper correspondents be
hind the lines along the battle 
front in France. 

"American women in various 
parts of the country are now 
operating farm tractors. 

• • • 
Qualified women lawyers in 

Italy are about to be granted 
the privilege of practicing their 
profession in that country. 

SnBBBgttg B P gBBpoggggggggggg 

ESSEHTUUS FOR 
NEW GARDEN PLOT 

First Thing to Do Is to Remove 
All Dead Weeds and Trash 

of Any Sort 

GOOD DRAINAGE IS REQUIRED 

Blind Man Runs Farm. 

Undeterred by a handicap of total 
blindness, Nicholas Johnson operates 
a large farm at Farmington, Del., and 
has proved that sheep farming can 
be successfully carried on In lower 
Delaware without grazing land and by 
growing hay for day feeding. The 
wool alone from his sheep last season 
paid all expenses, and from the sale 
of the young lambs he realized sev
eral thousand dollars. 

How to Raise Potatoes. 

Put Irish potatoes in drills about 
four or five inches deep. Put one eye 
every eight inches, and replant where 
they fall to come up. In hoeing, do not 
cut the roots, and do not draw earth 
too high on the plant after it has a 
good start, as this causes a second 
crop of potatoes to- start growing, 
which will set back the bigger ones, 
states an authority. Use a solution 
of parts green for potato beetles. In 
dry seasons prying up the middles with 
fork, without turning the earth any 
whatever, and then watering with n 
hose has an almost miraculous effect. 

Plowing or Spading Should Be Done 
at Earliest Possible Moment-

Best Plan to Prepare Soil for 
Planting as Needed. 

(Prepared by the United States Depart
ment of Agriculture.) 

The first problem in preparing the 
land for a garden that has been used 
for this purpose is to remove-all dead 
weeds, sticks, stones, bushes and trash 
of any sort Briers and bushes should 
be dug up by the roots so they win not 
sprout again. 

Good drainage is essential to a suc
cessful garden. If the land is not well 
drained, this should be corrected aa 
the first step in making the garden. 
Tile drains may be used or the land 
may fee bedded by plowing it in long, 
narrow lanes, leaving the middle fur
rows as drainage ditches. In the case 
of gardens spaded and worked ay hand 
the same results* may be had by bed
ding up the soil. Vegetables will not 
thrive in poorly drained soil no matter 
how much care is given them. 

Break Soil Early. 
Plowing or spading should be done 

at the earliest possible moment, in or
der that in sections of the country 
where freezing occurs the soil may be 
subjected to freezing so that it will be 
broken up by the action of the frost 
and be mellow and friable when plant
ing begins. Nothing aids in the prep
aration of soil, and especially stiff 
soils, like freezing and thawing. It 
is especially important that ground in 
sod be plowed and the grub-worms and 
other-hibernating insects aad worms 
may be destroyed. 

Where severe freezing is sure to oc
cur after the plowing is done little 
harm will be done by plowing the 
ground while wet. Otherwise the 
ground should not be plowed until fair
ly dry, or clods will result. 

Lime Is Important. 
It is an excellent plan t» make an 

application of air-slaked lime or ground 
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These Before and After Pictures Show 
What Can Ba Accomplished in Con-
verting a Trash Heap Into a Useful 
and Eye-Pleasing Garden. 

limestone to the freshly plowed soil in 
order that it may have time to correct 
acidity before planting time arrives. 
The manure should not be applied with 
the lime, as loss of nitrogen will scent 
under these circumstances. The lime 
should be applied and become mixed 
with the soil before the manure is ap
plied. The manure should be of a good 
grade, stable manure either from hors
es or cattle preferably. Manure thai 
has straw bedding material mixed with 
It is best, and should be applied at the 
rate of 25 or 30 tons per acre o» 
from 300 to 400 pounds per square rod. 

It is an excellent plan to prepare the 
soil for planting as needed rather than 
to fit the whole garden at once. K the 
work of fitting the ground is done with 
a team it will not always he feasible 
to follow this plan. Ground that hae 
not been used for gardening purpose* 
should, in every case where It is pos
sible, be put in condition with a team, 
as the ground should be cut np with a 
disk or cutaway harrow, thoroughly 
fining the soli as deeply as It has bees 
plowed, thoroughly mixing the manure 
with the solL 

INCREASE LABOR OF FARMER 

Ho Must Study His Business Mora 
Closely and Also Apply Farm 

Management Principle*. 

The fhnner must use his labor to 
the best possible advantage. It Is nec
essary that we get more done In a 
day than when tabor was cheap. That 

I can be done only by a fanner etndy-
Ing his business more closely and ap* 

I plying farm management principles. 


