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by George Walters at the council 
J-| last Thursday when he attempted 
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"Straws point which way the 
wind blows," this philosophical 
maxim is likewise applicable to 
personal sentiment of individuals. 
At the council held at the Assem 
bly Hall on Thursday last, for the 
purpose of selecting officers for 
the June 14th celebration, William 
Daily, a reputed mixed blood and 
an employee of the agency office, 
was,, chosen as interpreter. Mr. 
Daily |proceeded, with exceeding 
complaisance, to perform his allot 
ted duty and continued to do so 
until Mr. Linnen addressed the 
assembly then "Billy" waxed 
warm and proceeded to exercise 
added zeal, gush, and earnestness 
to his temporary duty, however 
after Mr. Linnen had concluded 
his remarks and Mr. F. D. Beaul-
ieu bad taken the floor to make a 
statement in answer to Mr. Lin 
nen's argument, lo and behold 
what an apparent vivid transmogri
fication took place, a verit ible 
presto change of Jekyl to Hyde; 
impatience, reluctance and intolerr 
ance suddenly seemed to possess 
the- interpreter and "which con
tinued, much to the embarrassment 
of the speaker, until' the close of 
his remarks. The display of such 
coarse, selfish and arrant conduct, 
from whomever it may be, be-
trays a sad lack of proper training 
and, to say the least, decidedly un
becoming gentlemanly courtesy 
and much rather to be deplored 
than envied. 

By-the-way, if our memory 
serves us right, about ten years 
ago an effort was made by the In
dian Bureau through the medium 
of the Department of Justice, to 
*'purge the White Earth rolls," 
etc. And the attempt was made 
to evict or exile a certain number 
of the most progressive members 
of the reservation on the plea that 
"they were not rightly entitled to 
be enrolled as members of the res 
ervation" and that this contempt 
ible proceeding was made at the 
"request of the. Indians," and the 
Rev. Chas. Wright was named as 
the particular Indian or "stool 
pigeon", by the Indian office, as 
complainant. And it afterwards 
developed that one George Walters 
was also officiously active in this 
infamous scheme. Some eighty 
persona were "suspended" from 
the rolls and after some eight 
years of litigation in which the 
progressive element of the reser 
vation scored a signal victory, and 
the Courts adjudged the proceed
ings of the Indian Bureau and 
likewise the Department of Justice, 
"without warrant of law," in the 
premises and the Indian Bureau 
was directed forthwith to replace 
on the active rolls of the agency 
the names of all the persons who 
had been "suspended" and to pay 
all moneys due them and which 
jhad been unjustly and unlawfully 
sritheld from them. In connection 
-aritd .(his despicable undertaking 
4>y the Indian Bureau, and this 
•gainst the "wards" of the Gov
ernment, it may be appropos to 
mention the potent fact that the 
.names of Moorhead, Linnen, Har-
$>2T and, last but not least, John 
H Howard, figured as active fact 

ors in this diabolicaj scheme. Yet officers of the General Council 
the Hon. Secretary would name were involved in a gigantic scheme 

to rob the Chippewas of Minnesota one of these men as his "personal* 
representative to come up here 
and conduct a "fair and impartial" 
investigation. In the words of 
Josh Hayseed: "It can't be did. 

busy and oust all the present 
officers of the General Council, 
and elect HONEST MEN, to the 

The assinine exhibition produced Po s i t i o n 8- v 

r ru « w « w « -f a . „;i Coffey not only totally failed to 
prove a single iota of truth of the 

to impose brute force to stifle the chargesJ.nade by him, but also 
Privilege of free speech afforded totally fa)led to show even a . sem-

the people of the reservation a 
perfectly frank example of the 
contemptible method of "shut up 
or we'll put you out" policy gen
erally employed by the Indian 
bureau and' its servile minions 
whenever it is assumed that the 
"divine rights" which hedges 
about its "rule& and regulations" 
is being questioned, especially are 
these coarse, brutal methods di 
rected against the progressive ele
ment of the- reservation and more 
especially against such persons 
who may be held as les majest by 
the powers that be. On the con 
trary the warehouse element or 
protege are cuddled and fondled 
and the reasons for this manifest 
discrimination lies in the fact that 
"as long as there is an incompetent, 
ignorant Indian remaining on the 
reservation there will be an excuse 
for the Indian bureau to maintain 
an agency and burden the people 
with meeting the expenses of a lot 
of political protegees acting under 
the guise of officials." 

JAMES I. COFFEY'S 
TRIAL 

His Coniictioa Prom his Actions Wen 

Purely Malicious and bis Motives 

Solely Selfish. 

James I. Coffey, Jof Coffey, 
Minnesota, was tried by a jury 
and convicted in the municiple 
court of Becker county, at Detroit. 
Minnesota, on Tuesday, May 14, 
on the charge of publishing libel
ous communications attacking the 
character of B. L. Fairbanks, as a 
member of the Legislative Com
mittee of the General Council of 
Minnesota Chippewas. The court 
imposed a fine of $25 00 and costs, 
amounting to $135.00 or a sentence 
of 60 days in the county jail. 

To sum up the facts and pro
ceedings briefly as disclosed by 
the evidenee, Coffey, who was act
ing as a delegate of the General 
Council with other members of the 
Minnesota Chippewas at Washing
ton, D. C , during the present 
session of Congress, became ag
grieved at the action of o'.her 
members of the committee and 
differed with them as to the policy 
of certain proposed legislation for 
the Chippewas. The other mem 
bers of the committee believing 
Coffey had ulterior motives refused 
to sanction his position and Coffey 
immediately resigned as a member 
of the Legislative Committee, 
which resignation was accepted on 
behalf of th* Council by its presi
dent on January 9tb, 1918. 

Immediately after his resigna
tion Coffey began sending malicious 
communications to various Indians 
of the reservation whom he knew 
were ignorant and could be easily 
influenced, charging B. L. Fair
banks directly of conspiracy and 
thievery, and indirectly charging 
other members of the committee 

of a million dollars, and urged 
those to whom he wrote, to get 

A RIGHTEOUS REBUKE. 

blance of justification. The evi 
dence disclosed that every charge 
made by Coffey, was devoid of any 
semblence of truth, and was made 
from purely selfish and malicious 
motives. Coffey's motives were 
fully disclosed from the evideuce^ 
as it was conclusively proven that 
he sought to discredit the present 
officers of the General Council 
overthrow them and finally .-
elected president, so that he might £ ° ™ W l ^ l ® ' * 0 , 

be free to complete his scheme to 
have men of his own sefection) re
tained as tribal attorneys to prose
cute the claims of the Chippewas, 
something he has striven to ac
complish since the organization of 
the General Council. The State 

The supremacy of right, justice 
and equity, over the restricted con
fines of Indian Bureau reservation 
policy was must conclusively ex-
amplified at the council or conven
tion which convened at the As
sembly Hall, Thursday, May 16, 
1918, for the purpose of nomina 
ting officers for the coming June 
14th cplebration. The progressive 
element ont only succeeded in elec
ting proper and intelligent officers 
but likewise succeeded in giving 
the Indian bureau's restricted 
proposition of a proposed so-called 
"impartial investigation (?)" a 
most decided punch in the solar 
plexius. 

Tho officers elected arc: 
1^ Charley Cassaway, President 

Vice-President 
Charles Vanoss. Secretary. 
Henry Selkirk, Treasurer. 

Executive Committee. 
Geo. Selkirk, Hobt. Hallett Joe 

Nusb-ke gwon. 
After the executive officers, for 

the coming celebration, had been 
produced documentary evidence electe 1, Mr. Linnen, representing 

the Secretary of the Interior, who 
was sent here to help conduct the 
proposed investigation, took oc
casion to make a statement to the 
people assembled of the purpose of 
the said hearing and of which the 
people had previously been in
formed by Supervisor-Wadsworth 
and that gentleman had, in return, 
been fully appraised of the people's 
views in the premises. Mr. Linnen 
proceeded to elate on the "fair
ness, thoroughness and honesty" 
of the proposed investigation and 

which disclosed that Coffey bad 
written letters to the officers pf 
the Council urging the appoint
ment of King & McDonald as tribal 
attorneys; that he had sufficiently 
worked up a "number of ignorant 
Indians to gather in a council near 
Ball Club, Minnesota, and was by 
them elected president of the Gen
eral Council of the Chippewas of 
Minnesota, contrary to its by-laws 
and constitution-. ? • i 

Thus the verdict of a fair and 
impartial jury composed of the 
most distinguished business, men 
of Detroit has completely exonar-
ated the officers of the Council, B. 
L, Fairbanks in particular, from 
suspicion of any wrong or selfish 
motives in their capacity as officers 
of the Council, and has branded 
Coffey in his true light—untruth
ful and unreliable, and ever 
sustaining^ his past reputation 
which others unhesitatingly declare 
has al ways been questionable. 

Coffey may attempt to reform 
his ideas, but it is safe to assume 
that he will always be regarded 
with distrust and not a fit person 
to occupy a position of confidence 
or trust in the affairs of the Chip
pewas of Minnesota. 

A Communication. 
Chicago, HI., 

Editor, THE TOMAHAWK* 
My dear good friend: 

I wish to inform you that THE 
TOMAHAWK is going at it right. As 
you go into the rights of the White 
Earth Indians the more you will 
be convinced that the Indian Bu 
reau ought to be abolished at once 
• The rest of the Incian reserva
tions are behinl you because they 
have not the lawyers or educated 
young men to plead in the Indian's 
behalf. It is a disgrace to the 
country to hold the Indians worse 
than slaves, and at the same time 
preaching and fighting for free
dom. 

Factions on reservations weakens 
the Indian's side and helps the In 
dian Bureau. I hope the Chippe
was of White Earth will stick to
gether, if they do, they will win, 
but, if they do not, you give the 
Indian Bureau a chance to hold the 
Indians down and be paid for it 
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urging the people to come out and 
assist in the said hearing, etc. He 
stated that he had intended to start 
hearings at once but a later tele
gram instructed him to proceed on 
a western mission; that he would 
probably be absent a month or 
more when he would return and 
proceed with the said investiga
tion. After ho had concluded his 
statements, Mr. F. D. Beau lieu, 
who was acting temporary chair
man of the meeting, stepped down 
and invited Mr. Geo. A. Berry to 
act as chairman pro tern while he, 
Mr Beaulieu, replied to Mr. Lin-
nen's representations. Mr. Beaul
ieu had occupied the floor but a 
short timeN when he was rudely in
terrupted by Geo. Walters who, 
in the coarsest manner, devoid of 
principles or proper courtesy, pro
ceeded t(̂  berate the speaker and in 
the most threatening gestures and 
manner, endeavored to "bully" not 
only the speaker but the whole 
assembly, finally Mr. M. LaChao 
pelle, town supervisor, called the 
oeligerent Walters to order, stating 

2nd. War 
Is 

Fund 
on. 

Drive 

Governor Burnqulst 

The 2nd. War Fund Drive as 
carried on in W hite Earth has, up 
to the time of going to press, been 
very successful. About $400 has 
been collected besides numerous 
articles for sale. Everyone should 
attend the big auction in the vi Page 
next Saturday, 11 a. m. to 4. p. m. 
and bring something that can be 
sold. 

Political Notice. 
Inserted by Frank M. Barton in be
half of himself and paid lor at our 
reg-ular rates. 

FOR CONGRESSMAN, 9th District. 
I am a candidate for the Republi

can nomination for Representative in 
Congress from the Ninth Minnesota 
District 

I believe I understand the hearts 
of the people in this District, and 
know how they fell upon public ques
tions and what they want done at 
Washington. 

J believe 1 can demonstrate that I 
am in fidl accord with the ideas and 
ideals of the people of this District, 
and feel that J can creditably repre
sent them at the National Congress. 

The people are demanding honest 
government. They demand an end to 
waste, graft-, and favoritism. They 
demand fair markets and right condi
tions for tlie producers. There must 
be no plundering or price gourging. 

Those are my principals, and to 
these ends 1 will give All my Knergy 
and ability. 

1 am indorsed by the Nonpartisan 
League and am a member of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers 

Very Respectfully, 
FRANX M. BARTON. 

Mahnomen, Minn., May 20, 1U18. 

Now is the time to pay that 
subscription. 
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When you want 
the best 

In Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, Footwear, etc., call on 
us. 
We're right here every day in the year (except Sunday) to supply you 
with any and everything you may need in 

THE BEST AND PUREST GROCERIES IN THE MARKET. 

TheB.L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

White Earth, - - Hinnesota. 

Sincerely, 
Carlos Montezuma. 

3135 So. Park Ave. 

in matters connected with the 
aftVrs of the Chippewas of Minne
sota. Coffey did not stop with 
his attacks upon members of the 
Legislative Committee but went so The PIONEER Store for gro 
faf as to charge that all the present ceries, dry goods, etc. 
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