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In 1907 the White Earth town-
site was laid out and approved; the 
townsite board consisted of.Charles 
G. Sturtevant, John Leecy and 
the then Indian agent, Simon 
Michelet. "» 

Commissioner Beupp, who, by-
the way, was one of the most in
telligent and democratic officials 
that ever presided in the office of 
Commissioner of Indian affairs, in 
1907, strongly opposed t'.ie con
tinuance of the boarding school, 
so-called, designating it an "edu
cational alms-house," the existence 
of which and its questional, effect 
on the Indians are alien to the 
spirit of American life," and that 
he *'hoped the day was not far 
distant when such would be re
placed by the real American (dis 
tnct) day school system," The 
broad and qualified views express
ed by Commissioner Leupp have 
been for these mauy years shared 
by the large majority of the pro 
gressive and intelligent classes Of 
the W bit© Earth recurvation. The 
fact that over 1,000 Indian boys 
and girts are now in attendance in 
the Becker and Mahnomen county 
public schools confirms the wise 
and prudent views of Mr. Leupp 
in opposition to the present costly, 
unprogressiv.e and demoralizing 
Indian school system prevailing 
on the Minnesota Chippewa Indian 
reservations. 

er seemed to have \ cooled down 
very decidedly and, placing his 
arm in a most brotherly fashion 
about John's broad shoulders said 
"Oh, come, John 
friends and let us 
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more trouble," Aid, as far as we questions and examine witnesses on its exorbitant demands for the 
have learned, John answered some-

all right, Mr. books of the Agency. 
am willing to 

thing in this wise, 
Commissioner, I am willing to The investigation that we uuder 
bury the hatchet but with the un- stood that would be made was one 
derstanding that the bureau will that would be fair and thorough 
treat me and the people 
sent with fair, just and 

I repre- and we protect that, if the repre- major proportion, been emoloyed 
impartial sentations of the In'dians are truê  
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treatment and'democratic; courtesy, the proceeding is not in conformity of agency employees in the service 
with the understanding, and we on the various reservations in the 
urge that instructions be forthwith state and, it may not be out of 

and don't you forget it. 
how, ke day bway Nitche! 

How, 

The American people, including 

We are informed that, recently 
at Washington, an incident traus-
pired in the office of the Commis
sioner of Indian Affairs which 
furnished additional evidence of 
the contracted views and ungener
ous methods which prevails the 
confines of the Indian bureau and 
which does not escape the lesser 
minions of that elusive institution. 
A member of the Legislative Com
mittee, General Council, Minneso
ta Chippewas, Mr. John Carl, had 
occasion to pay the bureau a busi 
ness call and while talking with 
the Commissioner the topic of con
versation naturally drifted to the 
subject of the proposed "investi
gation," etc. Mr. Carl, represent
ing the Chippewas, informed the 
Commissioner that the restricted 
conditions imposed by the bureau 
excluded all |*>saibility of fairness 
or impartiality and was not 
germane to the wsurauces given 
by the bureau to the members of 
the Minnesota Congressional dele 
gation. The decided frank asser
tions of Mr. Carl's statement un
doubtedly served to shatter the 
nerves of the Hon. Commissioner 
for that gentleman jumped to hi3 
feet and boldly advancing towards 
the bad, bad Minnesota Injun, 
with the undoubted purpose of 
giving him a good drubbing; said: 
"John, don't you dare to talk that 
way to me in my office, I won't 
stand for it." People who know 
John Carl know that he is not of 
the scaring kind and, in this in 
stance, John did not quail but 
with hi§ reputed coolness and that 
"smile that never wears off," like 
wise, stood up to meet the rush of 
the excited official and, pro
ceeded to reiterate bis previous 
assertions. Then toe Commission-

the Indians, in common with 
allied armies of Europe are en 
gaged in the greatest war of his 
tory. And this titanic struggle is 
for the purpose of "making the 
world a fit place to live in and the 
cause of world democracy." Right 
here THE TOMAHAWK would offer 
an added incentive in the way of a 
suggestion, in so far as it relates 
to "making the world a fit place 
to live in," to include Indian res
ervations, viz: "Begin the refor
mation right here at home and 
wipe out the Indian bureau," 
place its 7000 employees in the 
military and naval service ' of the 
government or some other restrict
ed locality where they will not 
further burden the Indians with 
their support and keeping and re
move forever the aggressive, detri
mental and demoralizing depres
sion of its restricted policy. Justice 
may well point with the finger" of 
scorn to the odious methods so 
often employed in dealing with 
the Indians and which finds ready 
approval by the "restricted" pol 
icy of the Indian bureau and which 
policy is decidedly antagonistic to 
the first article of the Constitution 
which guarantees the sacred rights 
of "life, liberty and the pursuit of 
happiness." Again we repeat 
"wipe out the Indian bureau and 
make the reservation a fit place to 
live in for the Indians." 

t D e the BOOKS and the EXAMINATION of such prodigal sums from the tribal 

Congressmen Steenerson 
and Knutson Insisl on 
Fair Play for the Chip-

Washington, D. C 
May 18, 1918. 

The Honorable Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, 

Washington, D. C. -
Dear Sir:— 

While the Indian Appropriation 
Bill WHS pen ling in the Senate and 
the question of inserting the item 
appropriating $135,000 out of the 
tribal fuods of the Chippewas of 
Minnesota was under considera
tion. Senator Kellogg and the un
dersigned had a conference with, 
your Office in the person of Mr 
Merritt, Assistant Commissioner, 

the item might be cut down from 

upon the assurance 
partment would 

that the 
institute 

De 

and 
ex 

treaty provisions. The item, 
reduced, went into the bill 
that understanding. 

We are now advised by Mr. 
John W. Carl, of Mahnomen, 
Minnesota, and by telegrams and 
letters from Chippewa Indians in 

is proceeding in an unfair manner; conformity with the above measure 
in this, that the representatives of the Indian bureau has remained 

their Council steadfast in its inconsistent obdu
racy of contesting the good inten
tions of Congress in the premises 
but has. as persistently, insisted 

the Indians and of 
have been refused the right to par 

let's be good ticipate in the investigation, and 
have been donied the right to ask 

and to- inspect and examine the lavish expenditures of vast sums 
of the Chippewa tribal funds on 
the pretext of "support and civili
zation" of the Minnesota Chip
pewas and which sums have, in a 

issued tp the authorities at White 
Earth to permit an inspection of 

WITNES8ES b y a REPRESENTATIVE 

Of t h e CHIPPEWA INDIAN GENERAL 

COUNCIL. 

Respectfully, 
(Signed) Halvor Steenerson. 

it Harold Knutson. 
THE TOMAHAWK takes pleasure 

in publishing the above communi
cation as it positively sh«frws the 
very potent interest which mem
bers of the Minnesota Congression
al delegation cherish for the inter
est of the Minnesota Chippewas, 
especially the people of White 
Earth; likewise bringing to the 
surface the contemptible evidence 
of the utter unreliability of the 
"promises and agreements" of the 
Indian bureau. Furthermore the 
letter fully justifies the distrust 
and opposition of the people to the 
proposed "investigation," or rath
er the antiquated, ill-smelling 
/-'white wash slush". f»th whiA 
the Indian bureau have generally 
resorted to as a camoflague shield 
to protect the flagrant missdeeds 
of incompetent and impotent em
ployees as well as the Ishort 
comming of the bureau itself. As 
we have heretofore stated there 
can be no such a thing as a 
thorough and impartial investiga
tion of Minnesota Indian affairs," 
or the affairs of any other Indian 
tribe for that matter, unless such 
an investigation is conducted 
through the medium of a congress
ional investigation and that is what 
the people of White Earth earn
estly desire. If they will stand 
by Mr- Steenerson and Mr. Knut
son there is no doubt these gentle
men will force the Indian Bureau 
into giving the Indian at least a 

funds are question* which afe now 
before the courts for final consid 
eration and adjudication. % 

There seems to be a covert 
(cowardly) purpose on the part of 
the Indian bureau to manifest its 
contemptible opposition and to be 
ever ready to throw a monkey 
wrench in any munificient measure 
which Congress may desire to es 
tiblish for the betterment of the 
Indian cause, especially as relates 
to the Minnesota Chippewas. And 
in Jthis respect it very much re 
sembles the degenerate disposition 
of the German Junker class whose 
sole aim and purpose is to harrass 
aud oppose every step and measure, 
of whatever nature, which bears a 
semblence of liberty and freedom 
to the cause of the common people. 

Just now most of these people, 
from the Commissioner down to 
the mont insignificant subordinate 
of the Indian bureau, are strenu 
ously advocating the cause of 
"humanity and world democracy" 

fair chance. 
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A SCRAP OF PAPER. 
Eleven years ago the 2nd of last 

March. (Mar. 2. 1907), Congress 
authorized (passed an act, H. R. 
5290, 34 Stat, 1221,) the Secre
tary of the Interior "from time to 
time to designate any individual 
Indian, belonging to any tribe or 
tribe, whom he may deem to be 
capable of managing his or her 
affairs, and he may cause to be 
appropriated and allotted to any 
such Indian bis or her pro rata 
share of any tribal or trust funds 
oti deposit in the Treasury of the 
United States to the credit of the 

•V^'t^l^ which said ln* dian is a member, and the amount 
$185,000 to $175,000, and that was *o apportioned and allotted shall 

be placed to the credit of such In
dian upon the books of the Treas-

thorough and careful investigation • ' * ™* t h e »ame shall thereupon 
of the uses to which this money be subject to the order of such 
has been applied in the past, 
to the question whether the 

Indian. Provided, that no appor
tionment or allotment shall be 

penditures were in violation of the made to any Indian until such In
dian has first made an application 

upon therefor," etc. 
Notwithstanding the fact that 

eleven years nave passed and. dur
ing which time several applica
tions have been made by members 
of this reservation for their pro 

Minnesota, that the investigation rata shares of the tribal funds in 

NOTICE, 

in\paying the salaries of a horde 

place here to add, that the right 
of the Indian bureau to demand 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, 
That a meeting of the Local Coun
cil Will be held in the Village Hall 
of White Earth, Becker County, 
Minnesota, on the 4th day of June, 
1918, for the purpose of electing 
delegates to attend the General 
Council of Minnesota Chippewa 
Indians, to be held at the City of 
Bemidji, Minnesota, on the 9th 
day of July, 1918. 
Dated at White, Minnesota, 
this 9th day of May, 1918. . 

(Signed) Julius H. Brown, 
Chairman. 

and are as manifestly expressing 
insistent opposition to proper 
privileges being accorded to the 
Indians, especially as relates to 
so called investigations of agency 
affairs, and insist that the prerog
atives of judge, jury and council 
be vested in the representatives of 
the Indian bureau solely and ex
clusively and, as to Mr. Injun, oh, 
well, he may answer such questions 
and make such statements as the 
represeutatives of the Indian 
bureau may see fit to ask of him 
providing however, that such state
ments are not derogatory to the 
"interests of the service," and 
don't you forget it. But what 
about certain acts and me§sures 
which have been inaugurated by 
Congress, from time to time for 
the welfare of the Indian, especial
ly the Minnesota Chippewas? Oh, 
shucks, such are only scraps of 
paper. 

Political' Advertisement. 
Inserted by N. P. Hanson in his own 
behalf and paid for at our regular 
rates. 

N. P. HANSON. 

FOR REPRESENTATIVE 
To the Voters of Decker County: 

I hereby announce myself as a can 
didate for the legislature from Bec
ker county, the Sixty-third District, 
and respectfully solicit your support 
during the campaign and your vote 
at the November election. 

Yours truly, 
N. P. HANSON. 

Westbury, Minn., May 27, 1018. 

Political Announcement. 
Inserted and paid for by the person 
named in the announcement at our 
regular rates. 

FOR SHERIFF. 
I hereby announce myself as a can

didate lor the office of Sheriff of 
Becker county and respectfully solicit 
your support at the coming election. 

JOHN HITKLKV. 
Detroit, Minn., May 15,1910. 

When you want 
the best 

In Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, Footwear, etc., call on 
us. 
We're right here every day in the year (except Sunday) to supply you 
with any and everything you may need in / 

THE BEST AND PUREST GROCERIES IN THE MARKET. 

TheB.L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

White Earth, flinnesota. 
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