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Unioa Saved by Army 
of Schoolboys 

T 

Nearlu 1,000,000 
Soldiers Who 
Served in Federal 
ArmuWereUnder 
16 Years of Aoe 

HE FACT that the draft law under 
which the United States is now rais
ing i ts armies placed the minimum 
age of men to be included in The 
draft a t twenty-one years has called 
attention to the extreme youth of the 
men who made up the forces that 
fought and won the Civil war. 

It may truthfully be said that the 
war was won by an army of school

boys. The, yqungej- generation probably is not 
aware of the fact that nearly" a million of tho"ie 
who carried muskets on behalf of the Federal cause 
were less than sixteen years of age when they en
listed. Statistics show that there were exactly 
844,891 boys under tha t age in the Federal army. 
There were 1,151,438 under eighteen years of age, 
and of the total enlistments of 2,778,309 there were 

, 2,159,798 under twenty-one years of age. 
Not only were the great majority of privates less 

than twenty-one years of age, but the records show 
that companies, regiments and brigades were com
manded literally by schoolboys. At the close of 
the war, it is said, it was the exception to find a 
brigade or division commander who was more than 
thirty years old. 

Brig. Gen. John L. Clem is generally credited 
with being the youngest soldier on record. He was 
born in Newark, O., August 13, 1851. H e was not 
quite ten years old when he entered the volunteer 
service as a drummer a t the beginning of the war. 
Two years later, when he was still not quite twelve 
years old, he was regularly enlisted and took his 
place In the ranks. He was made a sergeant for 
bravery displayed in the battle of Chickamauga 
and served until the close of the war. H e returned 
to school when the war ended and graduated from 
the Newark high school. In 1871 he was apppoint-
ed a second lieutenant in the regular army and re
mained in the regular service until 1915, when he 
was retired with the rank of brigadier general. 

Among the heroes who were awarded the con-
gresional medal of honor for valor shown upon the 
field of battle there were many who were mere 
children. A veteran officer of the Federal army, 
writing in the Philadelphia Public Ledger, recalled 
some interesting history connected with some of 
these youthful heroes. The writer gave the follow
ing account of some of these unusual cases : 

"Robinson B. Murphy was born May 11, 1849. 
H e enlisted as musician a t the beginning of the 
war and the official statement of the action for 
Which he gained his congress medal r e a d s : 

" 'At Atlanta, Ga., July 28, 1864, being orderly to 
the brigade commander, he voluntarily led two 
regiments as re-enforcements into line of battle, 
where he had his horse shot from under him.' 

"He enlisted August 6, 1862, at the age of twelve 
years, two months and twenty-four days, in the 
One Hundred Twenty-seventh Illinois Volunteer 
infantry, and was made orderly to the colonel of 
the regiment. In January, 1864, he was made or
derly to Gen. J. A. J. Lightburn, and participated 
in several hard-fought battles. In the army he was 
known as 'Bob.' When he performed the wonder
ful feat that gained him the medal he was only 
fifteen years old. The circumstances under which 
young Murphy led two regiments into batt le were 
a s follows: 

"The division in which General Lightburn com
manded was that day on the extreme right of the 
army, which was being flanked by the enemy. 
Young Murphy was sent to the right by his general 
to find out the situation, and finding tha t the ene
my had flanked the right wing and was driving 
them, he rode on his pony down the line and met 
General Logan, who commanded tha t day, and 
begged him with tears in his eyes for re-enforce
ments, telling him they were cutting eur right all 
to piec«$. The general replied: 'I have ordered 
re-enforcements from the left, and here they come 
now, and if you know where they are needed. Bob, 
show them In.' And that is how he came to lead 
the two regiments that day. General Lightburn 
wrote regarding Bob that he was 'not only brave 
and faithful, but displayed remarkable judgment 
for one of his age, as I soon found out. I could 
depend on him under any circumstances tha t might 

"And here is another very little chap who gained 
his medal, Orion P. Howe, born December 29, 1848. 
He enlisted early in the war and was wounded a t 
Vicksburg and three times at Dallas, Ga. His rec
ord is a brilliant one* and General Sherman tells 
the story in a letter of August 8, 1863: 

•* 'Headquarters Fifteenth Army Corps, Camp on 
Black River, August 8, 1863. 

•* 'Hon. E. Stanton, Secretary of War. 
" ' S i r : I take the liberty of asking, through you, 

that something be done for a lad named Orion P. 
Howe of Waukegan, DL, who belongs to the Fifty-
flfth Illinois, but a t present is home wounded. I 
think he is too young for West Point, but would be 
the very thing for a midshipman. When the as
sault a t Vicksburg was a t its height, on the 19th of 
May, and I was in front near the road, which 
formed my line of attack, this young lad came up 
to me, wounded and bleeding, with a good, healthy 
boy's c ry : "General Sherman, send some cartridges 
to Colonel Malmburg; the men are nearly all out." 
"What's the matter, my b o y r "They shot me in 
the leg. sir, but I can go to the hospital Send the 

Gen.JbhrtL. C/em, yourttfevt-&>k*i<er~ 
on record ^ 

cartridges right away." Even where ho stood the 
shot fell thick, and I told him to go to the rear at 
once. I would at tend to the cartr idges; and off he 
limped. Just before he disappeared on the hill, he 
turned and called a s loud as he could: "Caliber 
.54." I have not seen the lad since, and his colonel 
(Malmburg) on inquiry gives me the address above, 
and says he is a bright, intelligent boy, with a fair 
preliminary education. What arrested my atten
tion then was—and what renewed my memory of 
the fact now is—that one so young, carrying a 
musket-ball through his leg, should have found his 
way to me on that fatal spot, and delivered his 

, message, not forgetting the very Important part of 
the caliber of his niuskefc .54, which you know is 
an unusual one. I'll warran t that the boy has in 
him the elements of a man, and I commend him to 
the government as one worth the fostering care of 
one of the national institutions. I am, with re
spect, 

" 'Your obedient servant, 
" «W. T. SHERMAN, 

" 'Major General Commanding.' 
"When the poet, George H. BokeY, learned of the 

episode of young Howe, he put thefstory in verse. 
"John Cook, too, gained a medal of honor when a 

mere child. He was born in Ohio, August 10, 1847, 
and enlisted in Bat tery B, Fourth United States 
artillery, at the breaking out of the war. He was 
serving as bugler a t Antietam, and certainly did 
enough to merit his medal. The boy distinguished 
himself a t Antietam and In every fight in which 
the command was engaged. At Antietam the bat
tery was knocked to pieces, losing about 50 per 
cent of the men, killed or wounded. Captain Camp
bell fell, severely wounded, and young Cook as
sisted him to the rear , quickly returning to the 
firing line, where, seeing nearly all the men down 
and not enough left to man the guns, the little fel
low unstrapped a pouch of ammunition from the 
body of a dead gunner who was lying near one of 
thecaissons, ran forward with i t and acted as gun
ner until the end of the fight. 

"J. C. Julius Langbein was a very small boy, 
indeed, when a t the bat t le of Camden, North Caro
lina, April 15, 1862, he won his congress medal. 
The official record s ta tes that 'when a drummer 
boy, he voluntarily and under a heavy fire went 
to the aid of a wounded officer, procured medical 
aid for him and aided in carrying him to a place 
of safety.' After the bat t le he w>as granted a short 
leave of absence to visit his parents, and what a 
thrill of happiness the boy must have felt when 
he handed his mother a commendatory letter from 
his company commander. 

"And here is another boy who .wears the con
gress medal of honor, nobly won: George D. Sid-
man, a schoolboy from Michigan, a mere child in 
years, when he made his great record and won the 
medal for 'distinguished bravery in battle a t 
Gaines Mills, June 27, 1862.' This battle, the sec
ond of the 'Seven Days ' Batt les ' before Richmond, 
was one of the most disastrous battles of the Civil 
war, wherein Fltz John Porter 's Fifth army corps 
was pitted against the three army corps of Gen
erals Longstreet, Hill and 'Stonewall' Jackson. 

"Brig. Gen. Daniel Butterfleld's brigade, com
posed of the Twelfth, Seventeenth and Forty-fourth 
New York,*the Eighty-third Pennsylvania and Slx-
teenth Michigan Volunteer infantry regiments, that 
day occupied the left line of battle in the form 
of a curve, with the Sixteenth and Eighty-third on 
the extreme left and resting on the border of 
Cllckahominy swamp. Here the brigade was called 
upon to resist several desperate charges of the 
enemy during the day, which, in every Instance, re
sulted in d e f e a t s the at tacking forces. 

"It was in this 'forlorn hope' rally that Sidraan, 
then a youth of seventeen, serving in the ranks of 
Company C, Sixteenth Michigan, as a private, but 
borne on the rolls of his company as a drummer 
boy, distinguished him.colf by waving his gun and 
calling upon his comrades to rally on the colors as 
he had done, thus sett ing an example that was 

speedily followed by a number of others, and win* 
ning the approbation of Major Welch of his regi
ment, who was a witness of the heroic act. He 
was in the front rank of the charge back upon the 
enemy, and In the almost hand-to-hand conflict 
t ha t followed fell severely wounded through the 
left hip by a minnie ball. 

"On the morning of December 13,1862, while the 
Fifth corps was drawn up in line of batt le on Staf
ford heights waiting for orders to cross the Rappa-
hanock river and enter Fredericksburg, Colonel 
Stockton, commanding the Third brigade, First 
division, called upon the Sixteenth Michigan for a 
volunteer to carry the new brigade flag tha t had 
just reached the command. Sidraan, but now par
tially recovered from his wound, sprang from the 
ranks and begged for this duty. His patriotism and 
fidelity to duty, well known to Major Welch, now 
commanding the regiment, won lor him the covet
ed prize, much to the chagrin of several other com
rades who valiantly offered their services. Lead
ing his brigade on its famous charge up Marye's 
heights, in that terrible slaughter under Burnside, 
he was again wounded, but not so severely as to 
prevent him from planting the colors within 150 
yards of the enemy's line, where they remained 
for 30 hours. Three days later he proudly bore his 
flag back across the Rappahanock, marked by a 
broken shaft and several holes, caused by the ene
my's missiles during the charge. 

"It was in this battle, Sunday, December 14, 
1862, while the brigade lay all day hugging the 
ground behind the slight elevation a few yards 
in front of the enemy, momentarily expecting an 
attack, that Sldman, with a comrade of his own 
company, displayed humanity as well as remark
able valor by running the gauntlet through a rail
road cut for canteens of water for the sick and 
wounded comrades who could not be removed from 
the l ines; this a t a time, too, when the enemy's 
sharpshooters were so stationed as to command 
the ground a considerable distance In the rear of 
the brigade lines. I t was this distinguished service 
of humanity a t Fredericksburg, in the lace of a 
vigilant, enemy and with almost certain death star
ing him in the face, that prompted his officers in 
recommending him for the medal of honor. The 
war department, with a full record knowledge of 
his service from Gaines Mills to Fredericksburg, 
and for reasons best known to itself, decided that 
the medal was earned at the first-named battle, 
with continuing merit to the end of his military 
service. 

"Perhaps the.most dangerous duty that a soldier 
can be engaged in is that of scout. In a book pub
lished after the war, and called 'Hampton and His 
Cavalry,' the following definition of a scout is 
given: 'The scouts of the army did not. constitute 
a distinct organization, but suitable men volunteer
ing for this duty were detailed from the different 
commands. The position required not only cool
ness, courage, zeal and intelligence, but special fac
ulties born in some few men.* 

"The line of demarcation between a scout and a 
spy was at times very ill-denned, for, as the scouts 
were usually dressed in enemy's uniforms which 
they had captured, they were by strict military law 
subject to the penalty of spies if taken within the 
enemy's lines, and they were not without pleasant 
experiences of tha t sort. 

"Undoubtedly one of the most distinguished of 
this class was Archibald Hamilton Rowand, Jr., 
who received the medal because of the indorsement 
of General Sheridan, who knew and appreciated 
his great services to the cause. 

"Rowand was born March 6, 1845, in Philadel
phia, Pa., and enlisted June 17, 1862, in Company 
K, First West Virginia cavalry,.and served until 
August 17, 1865. His services were not only re
markable, but most valuable to the cause. He was 
bne of the most daring and most trusted of Sheri
dan's scouts. 

"Once, while scouting for Averill, he was cap
tured, but told such a plausible story to the Con
federate officers about being a Confederate scout 
with verbal orders from one distant general to an
other that he was allowed to depart. The first time 
he was detailed on scout duty his two companions 
were shot and killed. On his next t r ip his com
rade and his own horse were killed when they were 
18 miles inside of the Confederate lines, but Row
and managed to dodge the enemy's bullets and get 
back alive, vowing a t every Jump never to go on 
scout dutv again. He soon recovered from his 
fright, however, and started out on another trip. 
While with Sheridan he was asked to locate the 
notorious part isan leader, Maj. Harry Gilmore, and. 
if possible, effect his capture. 

"After several days' hard work he found Gilmore 
stopping in a large country mansion near Moor-
field W. Va. This he reported to Sheridan, who 
sent 'wi th him about fifteen scouts under Colonel 
Young They dressed In Confederate uniforms 
and, followed by 300 Federal cavalry a t a distance 
of several miles, to be of assistance in case the 
true character of the scouts was discovered, they 
arrived near Gilmore's command abo«t daybreak, 
and Rowand weftt forward alone and. single-hand
ed, captured the vKtette without a shot being fired. 
The scouts then entered the family mansion and 
took Gilmore out of bed and back to Sheridan's 
headquarters.** 

Heals Running Sores 
and Conquers Piles. 

Also Stops Itching of Eczema as Soon 
as Applied. m 

" I feel it my duty to write you a letter 
of thanks for your wonderful Peterson's 
Ointment. I had a running sore on my 
left leg for one year. I began to use Peter-
Bon's Ointment three weeks ago and now 
it is healed."—A. C. Gilbrath, 703 Reed 
St., Erie, Pa. 

I'd rather get a letter like that, says 
Peterson, than have John D. Rockefeller 

f;ive me a thousand dollars. It does me a 
ot of good to be able to be of use to my 

fellow men. 
For years I have been selling through 

druggists a large box of PETERSON'S 
OINTMENT for a trifle. The healing pow
er of this ointment is marvelous. Eczema 
goes In a few days. Old sores heal up like 
magic; piles that other remedies do not 
seem to even relieve are speedily conquer
ed. Pimples and nasty blackheads disap
pear in a week. 8ft cents a box. 

Mall orders filled, charges prepaid by 
Peterson Bros., Buffalo. N. Y. Adv. 

More Practical. 
Lady Visitor—Were you pinched by 

poverty, my poor man? 
Prisoner—No, ma'am; I was pinched 

by a cop. 

Important to Mothers 
Examine carefully every bottle of 

CASTORIA, that famous old remedy 
for infants and children, and see that It 

Bears the 
Signature of i 
In Use for Over 30 Years. 
Ch i ld ren Cry for F l e t c h e r ' s Cas to r ia 

Lack of originality in some person's 
conversation displays their good Judg
ment, 

Do not try to reform others unless 
you a re at least attempting to reform 
yourself. 

B H I 
MARCH TO VICTORY 

Courage is a mat ter of the blood. 
Without good red blood a man has a 
weak heart and poor nerves. 

In the spring Is the best t ime to 
t a k a stock of one's condition. If the 
blood is thin and watery, face pale or 
pimply, generally weak, tired and list
less, one should t ake a spring ton ic 
One that will do the spring house-
cleaning, an old-fashioned herbal rem-
edy that was used by everybody nearly 
50 years ago is still safe and sane be
cause it contains no alcohol or narcot
ic. I t is made up of Blood root, Gold
en Seal root, Oregon Grape root; 
Queen's root, Stone root, Black Cherry 
bark—extracted with glycerine and 
made into liquid or tablets. This blood 
tonic was first put out by Dr. Pierce 
in ready-to-use form and since then 
has been sold by million bottles as Dr. 
Pierce's GWdeu Medical Discovery. If 
druggists do not keep this in tablet 
form, send 60 cents for a vial to Dr. 
Pierce's.Invalids' Hotel, Buffalo, N. Y. 

Kidney disease carries away a largo 
percentage of our people. What is to 
be done? The answer is easy. Eat less) 
meat, eat coarse, plain food, with plenty 
of vegetables, drink plenty of water 
between meals, and take an uric acid 
solvent after meals for a while, such a* 
Anuric (double strength), obtainable a t 
almost any drug store. I t was first 
discovered by Dr. Pierce. Most every 
one'troubled with uric acid finds that 
Anuric dissolves the uric acid as hot 
water does sugar. You can obtain a 
trial package by sending ten cents to 
Doctor Pierce's Invalids' Hotel and 
Surgical Institute in Buffalo, N. Y. 

Don't Be Afraid 
ot Your Meals 

Take "Eatonic" and Laugh At 
Stomach Troubles 

H. L. Kramer, the man who origin
ated Cascarets, has discovered a sure, 
safe, quick-acting relief for 'bad stom
achs. He named it EATONIC for your 
stomach's sake. 

You can eat anything you like now 
and digest it In comfort, for stomach 
ease is positively assured if you oat 
an EATONIC tablet regularly after 
each meal. 

EATONIC acts directly with t he 
food the moment It enters the stom
ach. I t immediately checks any ten
dency toward too much a d d and en
ables the food to pass from the stom
ach Into the bowel In a sweetened con
dition, and thus prevents the forma
tion of sour distressing gases that up
set digestion and cnuse a bloated, dull, 
lumpy feeling that makes your 
FOOD REPEAT. 

EATONIC enables you to eat your 

fill and laugh at indigestion, dyspep
sia, heartburn, "sour stomach" and all 
the other bugnbous of "the-man-afraid-
of-hls-storaach." 

Kramer says: "EATONIC should be 
in every Home ready for use after ev
ery meal. An EATONIC tablet will 
aid you naturally to easily digest 
and assimilate—your food can be thor
oughly enjoyed Without the slightest 
danger of misery from acid stomach. 
I strongly advise every one to take EA
TONIC after meals. To correct bad 
stomachs and keep them in perfect 
condition, it is a most wonderful dis
covery." 

If EATONIC falls to give yon 
prompt stomach relief, your money 
will be refunded; 50c buys a large box 
at any drug store. Or write to Eatonic 
Remedy Co., 1018 S. Wabash Ave., Chi
cago, U. S. A. 

Spring Run of Distemper' 
MAY HE WHOLLY AVOIDED BY USING 

•«CDf• î•fî VIQs• A small outlay of money brings very, 
arvll j i i^kJ Kroiit results. It is a Buro euro and a-

preventive if you usn It as per directions. Simple, safe 
and surf. The $1 ftizt; Is twice the quantity and an ounce 
more than the 50c size. Get your horses in best condition 
for lato spring and summer. All druggists, harness deal
ers or manufacturers. 

SPOHN MEDICAL CO., Manufacturers, iionhvn, I ml. 

Up Against It. 
"Professor, I can't work this prob

lem." 
"I provided a key." 
"Rut I can't seem to Hud a keyhole." 

FARMERS ARE WORKING HARDER 
And using their feet more than over before. 
For ell these workers the frequent use of 
Allen's Foot=Ease, the antiseptic- powder to 
be shaken into the shoes and sprinkled In the 
foot-bath, increases their efficiency and in
sures needed physical comfort. It takes the 
Friction from the Shoe, freshens the feet, 
and prevents tired, aching and blistered feet. 
Women everjwhere are constant users of 
Allen's Foot=Ease. Don't get foot Bore, get 
Allen's Foot-Ease. Sold by dealers every
where, 25c.—Adv. 

This may be a progressive age, but 
It is said that they still drink coffee 
from saucers In St. Louis. 

DAISY FLY KILLER B K B 8 S B B 
a l l f l i e s . Keat, cUio, 
ornnnimiUl, convenient; 
• lump. 1 nit* til acaaoa. 
"i! '" of metal, run'liplU 
<>r tip over ; will not loll ' 
o r i n j u r« t u i y t l i l n f . O a t * 
»nt«.!<l * ( T « r t l v » . S o l d b f -
<•'.. riliri a, o r ft M i l l b y «Sr 
pi • '.«, prepaid, for (jl.09-

HAROLD COMERS, ISO DE MIR AVE., BROOKLYN, N. Vt> 

He who has health and owes noth
ing Is both young and wealthy. 

Skin Tortured 
Babies Sleep 

After Cuficura 
Soap 2 5 e . O i n t m c a c 3 5 and SOo. 

m <PsPM*ytBl Watson K.Coleman.Waak-
Vm I P M I V JngU.ii M C Hookn free. Hig • -
I H I k l l I V e«t reference*. Host results. 

feet , far Old Fall* Teeth IK»nt mailer If broken. cats tor vm raise nets , | 2 1 ( ) |lfi peT gefc 
altto cash for old gold, allver, platinum, dental gold 
and old gold }ewvtf. Will sond cash by return mall 
ami will hold goods 10 days for A.TKI.T S approval of 
aar price. Bad t« L. I w r , l*»*. S. 2007 8. fitk St.. Pfclla.,ra> 

W. N. U., Minneapolis, No. 21-1918. 

PTC 

Easu to figure the 
rcnffi A 

Where in Western Canada you can buy at from 
f IB la S3» par acre g e e * farm lane* that will raise 
2 t te 4 5 taasbeJs fa the acre ef $2 wheat — its 
easy to figure the profits. Many Western Canadian 

farmers (scores of them from the U. S.) have paid for their land from a 
single crop. Such an opportunity for l t t % praflt on labor and investment 
is worth investigation. 

Canada extends to you s hearty Invitation to settle on her 

Fret Homestead Leeds ef 160 Acres Each 
secure some of the low priced lands in 

Think what yaw can awake with, wheat at $2 a 
easy to get. Wonderful yields also of Oats. Barley and 
Plax. Mixed farming and cattle raising. 

The climate is healthful and agreeable; railway fa
cilities excellent; good schools snd churches convenient 
Write for literature and particulars as to reduced railway 
rates to Supt Immigration. Ottawa, Canada, or to 

and land so 

rates to L R. A. GARRETT 
311 Jackass Street, St »aal. Miss. 

Canadian Gorerntaent Agent 


