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To Pay Minors'Money to 
Those Who Are De

clared Competent. 
" White Earth, Minn , 

June 5,1918. 
To the Indian? of the White 
Earth Reservation: 

The Commissioner of Indian Af
fairs, under date of May 1, 1918, 
gave me authority to turn over the 
funds of minor children to compe
tent parents, who might be ap
pointed the legal guardians o f such 
children by the proper Courts and 
who would furnish a good and 
sufficient bond. 

* Attention is invited to the fol
lowing remarks made in the Com 
raissioner's letter: 

'In accordance with this policy 
you are directed to inform the In
dians that any reasonably compe
tent Indian m»y be appointed 
guardian and after 3uch appoint
ment the funds of the minors may 
be turned over to such Indian. 
You may consider this letter as 
your authority for such action.' 

'If there is any doubt as *to the 
competency of an Indian, submit 
the case to the Office with report 
before finally turning over the 
funds. Give the Indiana to under
stand that only those who are 
reasonably competent should ap
ply for guardianship papers.' 

'In connection with this matter, 
try to make it clear to the Indians 
that after they obtain possession 
of their childrens' funds that they 
will be entirely responsible for the 
support of the children; that there 
will be no school money coming to 
them each year, and that no min • 
or«' funds on deposit to fall back 
upon for the use of the children in 
the case of sickness, etc.' 

'Also call the attention of the 
Indians to the fact that as guard
ians they will be held responsible 
under bond for the way in which 
they use these funds, and they will 
be called upon to give an account
ing to the Court for all disburse
ments of the minors' funds. Sug 
gest to them that they handle this 
money carefully and in such a way 
as will meet with the approval of 
said Court.' 

Very respectfully, 
J . H. HINTOtf, 

Superintendent." 

N o subject within recent years 
has created so much unpleasant 
controversy and engendered so 
much bitter animosity between the 
parents, whose minor children have 
money deposited to their credit, 
and the officials of the Indian 
bureau, in fact the people of the 
reservation generally are loud in 
their protestation of the Indian 
bureau's continued insistent pro 
crastination in the premises. 

Early last spring the members 
of the Legislative Committee, Gen 
eral Council, Minnesota Chippe
wa*, brought this matter to the 
attention of the Indian bureau 
officials and urged that timely con* 
eideration be tendered the question 
at issue and the committee were 
given positive assurance that their 
request would be given 

prompt attention. The committee 
contended that inasmuch as the 
mixed-bloods and progressive ele
ment were citizens in the full sense 
of the word there were no further 
needs of the Indian bureau to 
withold the funds of minors of 
this class of reservation people; 
however it was decided that such 
parents who wished to assume the 
guardianship of their minor child
ren's funds should file their inten
tions with the county probate 
court, furnishing two bondsmen, 
and if approved by the court then 
the Indian office would proceed to 
instruct the Supt., Mr. J. H. Hin-
ton, to pay over to the said guard
ian any money which was deposit 
ed to the credit of the said guard
ian's minor children. 

So far every application which 
has been made by members of the 
reservation for their minor child 
ren's funds has met with countless 
draw backs, annoying reverses and 
in some cases decided refusal; (and, 
we are informed, that even after 
the probate court had properly ap
pointed qualified guardians with 
substantial bondsmen the appli 
cants were oppressed**with flighty 
objections). It seems inconsistent 
to believe that after the probate 
court had properly appointed a 
person guardian of his»or her min
or children, that the Indian bnreau 
should continue to interrupt or 
counsel the witholding of the said 
minor's funds. The Legislative 
Committee suggested to the Indian 
oureau officials that a general or
der be given to Mr. John H. Hin-
ton to pay over the funds of mixed 
blood minors and, we understand, 
that that gentleman inclines to this 
proposition and, it iw further 
learned, that Mr. Hinton is 
anxious to have such an order 
issued by the Indian bureau. Re
cent developments indicate that 
the majority ef the "contemptible 
objections" which have so far de
veloped have had issue direct from 
the Indian bureau's procrastination 
policy. 

The mixed-blood and progres
sive Chippewas have the distinc
tion of being the only class of 
Americans who are burdened with 
"double taxation." As Indians 
they are taxed with a big per 
capita tax from their general 
funds to contribute to big annual 
appropriations which are employ
ed mainly to pay the salaries of 
a large number of employees on 
the several Minnesota reserva-
ions, and from which they 
derive absolutely no benefit. 
As citizens they are taxed ac
cordingly. Such infamous im
position on a helpless people is 
beyond the pale of consistent 
reasoning, unbecoming the lauded 
precepts of world democracy and 
certainly not in accord with the 
boastful tenets of a "government 
for, of and by the people." 

It is high time that the Shylock 
insistency manifested by the Indian 
bureau's restricted policy, concern
ing the disposition of Chippewa 
money, tribal or otherwise, espec
ially in the matter of mixed bloods 
and progressive classes, should be 
liberally and reasonably modified 
and hasten the day that will for
ever blot out the accursed demoral
izing stigma of "incompetency" 
against a people who, in many 
respects, are far superior to the 
menial influences that seems to 
insistently oppress and embarrass 
their every step towards a higher 
civilization. Treat the Indian as 
a man, and be is indeed a man, in 
every sense of the word; give him 
a square deal. In the present world 
war heiis doing his bit in a most 
commendable manner; notwith

standing his many grieveances 
j against the Government, he is on 
, the battle front, offering bis life, 
if need be, as the ransom for hu
manity and world democracy, 

FIFTY YEARS AGO 
TOMORROW. 

Chippewas Settled Upon This 
Reservation. 

EVENT NOW BEIN6 CELEBRATED. 

Tomorrow is the 50th anniver
sary of the arrival of the Chippe
was upon this reservation from 
the Chippewa reservations then in 
Crow Wing county. 

Of more than forty persons that 
were of the party that first ar
rived here, less than a dozen of 
them are alive today, and these 
are now taking part in the cele
bration that is now in progress to 
commemorate the event. 

The establishment of this reser
vation resulted from the numerous 
Indian wars that existed in the 
northwest at that time, as it he-

Rev. J. Johnson (Enemegahbow). 
who organized the 14th of June 

Celebration. 

came necessary for the govern
ment to consolidate each tribe up
on a limited number of reserva
tions so as to be better able to 
control them. 

Eventually, principally through 
the efforts of* Capt. Pratt, who 
established the Carlisle Indian 
school, the policy of educating the 
Indians was adopted by the gov
ernment, and as the young In-
diaus became educated, Indian 
wars ceased to exist. Today the 
celebration is being conducted ex
clusively by educated Indians, and 
they are doing this in a manner 
that is a credit to themselves and 
the Chippewas they represent. 

Battle at White Earth. 
[From "WASSAJA," published by 
Dr. Carlos Montezuma, at Chicago, 
111.] 

The greatest battle ever waged 
against the Indian Bureau is being 
acted on White Earth Reservation. 
Wheel within a wheel is against 
the Geueral Council that is trying 
to get a fair hearing in their com
plaints. I t is a very bard thing for 
the Indian Bureau to allow legal 
rights on the part of the Indians. 
They still want to rule the Indians 
without their knowledge of any
thing. Tbat has been the way the 
Indian Bureau has carried on In
dian affairs for these many years. 
The supposition has been that the 
Indian is not capable of transacting 
his own affairs, and therefore, the 
Indian Bureau must do it for him. 
No Indian or tribe has ever come 
in their way, to tell them, as the 
General Council is doing at White 
Earth. 

It is a question whether the Chip
pewas of Minnesota or any tribe of 
Indians have any rights to the laws 
of the country that governs other 
people. The Indian Bureau must 
consider that this country has 

changed and the Indians have 
changed with it. They cart no long
er treat the Indians as they did in 
the past. Even though the Indians 
have been handicapped by the ruin
ous system of the Indian office, 
they must remember, some of the 
Indians have grown up to manhood, 
and they must cease treating them 
as outlawed creatures of non-en
tities. The Indians must have a 
voice in their own affairs. Voicing 
the Indian rights, we have come 
out in the open to the effect that 
the ."Indian Bureau will be the 
greatest Indians' foe to fight 
against, before the Indian can be a 
free man, and itis'coming to pass 
as we have stated again and again. 

Can we Indians help it i Not at 
all, until we wipe the Indian Bu
reau off the face of the earth. 

Anyone who wishes to know 
about what the Chippewas are do
ing at White Earth, should get 
copies of " T H E TOMAHAWK," 
White Earth. Minn., and read for 
yourself. This is the time all In
dians should kuow what is going 
on. For the Indians, it is a trans
formation age. The war brings us 
(Indians) closer to our rights. It is 
just the time to get our rights, be 
cause this eountry is warring foi 
liberty, equal rights, humanity, 
democracy and justice. Oh, it is 
awful, to think that man is so un
just. To think that the Indian 
Office system is so strong that it 
can use Indian employees to work 
against the best interest of their 
race; to think that corrupt system 
can dominate over the Indian race. 
The worst part of it u? that those 
who claim to be friends of the In
dians they are not heard, they are 
not seen; they are mum. The In

dians have no name for such pre
tended friends. All they do is to 
clinch their fingers before your 
eyes and suddenly spring them out 
and turn away from you, it means 
"you arc no good." In this par 
ticular case of pretended friend
ship it would mean "you are a 
hypocrite." 

So, at least, the Indian must 
fight his own battles alone. The 
sooner he realizes this, the better 
it will be for him. We used to de
pend upon the Agents, or the In
spectors, on the Indian Bureau and 
on the Washington Father, but 
now we must depend upon our
selves. 

White Earth Indians are in 
position to make the initiative 
move. The "Chip" pappooses have 
grown (up as men to attend their 
own affairs, and are going at it in 
a business like manner, by having 
attorneys in their behalf. The idea 
of the Indian Bureau selecting at
torneys for the Indians, when they 
are the interested party in the 
case, is illegal. Who ever heard of 
such doings, only those who work 
in an underhanded way, to take 
advantage of the opposite party. 
It is all wrong and should not be 
tolerated. The Indians only want 
fair play and it is time that they 
should get it. 

Political Advertisement. 
Inserted by N. P. Hanson in hisown 
behalf and paid for at our regular 
rates. 

N. P. HANSON. 

There Is more Catarrh In this section of 
the country than all other diseases put 
together, and until the last few years 
was supposed to he Incurable. Kor a 

ftreat manv years doctors pronounced il a 
ocal disease and prescribed local reme

dies, and by constantly failing to cure 
With local treatment, pronounced it Incur
able. Science has proven Catarrh lo be a 
constitutional disease, and therefore re
quires constitutional treatment. Hall's 
Catarrh Cure, manufactured by F. J. 
Cheney & Co.. Toledo, Ohio, Is the only 
Constitutional cure on the market. It Is 
taken Internally. It acts directly on the 
blood and mucous surfaces of the system. 
They offer one hundred dollars for any 
case It falls to cure. Send for circulars 
and testimonials. 

Address: F. J. CHENEY A CO., Toledo. O. 
geU by nr.nirt*i. JJc 9 
Take Hall's Family Pills for constipation. 

FOR REPRESENTATIVE 
To the Voters of Becker County: 

I hereby announce myself as a can 
didate for the legislature from Bec
ker county, the Sixty-third District, 
and respectfully solicit your support 
during the campaign and your vote 
at the November election. 

Yours truly, 
N. P. HANSON. 

Westbury, Minn., May 27, 1018. 

Political Announcement. 
Inserted and paid for by the person 
named in'the announcement at our 
regular rates. 

MARK E. CHAMBEKLIN. 

FOR SHERIFF. 
I hereby announce myself, as a can

didate, for the Office of Sheriff of Beck
er county. Your support at the polls 
will be appreciated. 

MA UK E . ClIAMIJKIUJN. 
Ponsford, Minn., May 16,1MB. 

When you want 
the best 

In Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, Footwear, etc., call on 
us. 
We're right here every day in the year (except Sunday) to supply you 

with any and everything you may need in 

THE BEST AND PUREST GROCERIES IN THE MARKET. 

TheB.L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

White Earth, flinnesota, 
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