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The phrase,—"The legal status 
of $he Indians" has been used so 
much of late that it would seem 
that its precise meaning would be
gin to dawn. As a matter of /act 
even within the Congress itself, 
the full significance of the neces
sity of determining the legal status 
of the various divisions of the In
dians is not realized. One Senator 
in writing the Editor says that the 
Indian Department knows the 
legal status of every Indian tribe. 
But this is not enough if it were 
so. 

Let it be again asserted that 
there can be no real advance in the 
Indian problem until there is a de 
termination of status and the es
tablishment of a series of uniform 
grades leading to full citizenship. 

Why should the, Dakota Indians, 
but a generation ago regarded as 
hoatiles, be seeking citizenship 
nwr and achieving it n6W, while 
the New York Indians (who have 
had a full century of contact with 
civilization in the east), are not 
seeking citizenship, but are avoid
ing it? Why should not the equal
ly intelligent among Indians every
where have an equal civic status? 
Why, when a bill for conferring 
citizenship upon Indians is intro
duced do Congressmen immediate
ly commence to make exceptions 
of the Osage, the Five Civilized 
Tribes and the New York Indians? 

Any citizenship bill that is not 
correctly drawn with a full under
standing of the necessary grades 
of intelligence and competency re
quired to meet all the responsibil
ities of citizenship will not be a 
bill of rights but an act of errors. 

Citizenship involves responsi
bilities bf the most serious kind. 
In this age we see that in a Demo
cracy the individual citizen is a 
co-partner in determining the 
welfare of not only his country 
but of the world. If citizenship 
involves responsibility it also in
volves the means of satisfying that 
responsibility. There may be 
certain classes that are only able 
to bear certain responsibilities and 
are immune or relieved from 
others. These are then only par 
tial citizens. Some Indians are 
partial citizens. Some Indians 
who are amply able are not citi
zens. Some Indians who are ill 
fitted for citizenship presumably 
have it. To bring about an equit 
able balance there must be a de
termination of status based upon 
intelligence and competency. 

In many cases there are barriers 
to the establishment of uniformity. 
With the New York Indians it is 
the treaty of 1794 and the so called 
Ogden land claim. Why should 
anything stand in the way of 
national justice? As Dr. Crrrithers 
said at Philadelphia, why should 
we follow in the path of error we 
have trooden; wny not turn back 
at the very beginning of our error 
end start right there by giving the 
Indian the rights he should have 
had? Why not! 

Why not determine the legal 

status of the various divisions of 
the Indians both tribal and indiv
idual and then give to each what 
his own ability determines he 
shall bave?-American Indian Mag
azine. 

Hooverizing the Indian 
Appropriation Bill. 

More than once members of 
Congress have paused as they 
thumbed over the Indian Appro
priation bill and asked, "By the 
way, how much actual good do 
these Indians get out of this thing? 
What proportion goes for the sup
port and civilization of the In
dians and what proportion goes 
for the support and stimulation of 
employees?" / 

Congress suspects that the $12,-
000,000 for the Iudian service is a 
trifle too much, considering what 
the Indians are getting out of it. 
That amount means $40 for every 
Indian in the United States; but 
for wards cared for in all respects 
this average is raised to two or 
three times this sum. For allot
ted Indians the sum is reduced. 
For Indian pupils in federal schools 
the sum is multiplied five times. 
Now this does not seem much 
money to pay out to the people 
who have been dispossessed of a 
continent and no one begrudges 
the $12,000,000,—but the fact is 
the Indians do not get the full 
benefit of the money appropriated. 

We talk of Hooverizing and we 
practice it in our daily living. 
Whop twill Congress Hooverize 
the i Indian Appropriation bill ? 
When will it do it so that it sus 
pects the Indians get something 
besides the double O in the 
Hoover ? 

Meanwhile the service employee 
with the "missionery spirit" is 
voluntarily doing, out of the 
abundance of his or her heart, 
much, if not most, of the rea 
good that is accomplished. For 
this they are not paid and can 
never be paid. They have been 
''Hooverizing" human values for 
years, and undertaking the burden 
of saving from loss that which the 
inefficient employee has neglected 
and even injured. For beyond 
the employee is the SYSTEM. The 
system needs to be cleansed by a 
potent Congressional scorbutic. It 
needs new vision and a new plan 
of action.—Ex. 

Then and After. 
On March 25th, A. D., 1886, 

thirty-two years ago, was the date 
set for the publication of THE 
PROGRESS, Vol. 1, No. 1, the first 
newspaper venture on the White 
Earth Indian Reservation, Minne
sota. The caption on the first 
column was as follows: THE PRO
GRESS, Gus. H. Beaulieu, Publish
er; Theo. H. Beaulieu, Editor. 

The type for the first page was 
set up and the form ready for the 
press; at this juncture the then In
dian agent and his force of Indian 
policemen invaded THE PROGRESS 
office and forcibly took * possession 
of the plant, placed a guard over 
the building and placed the key 
thereof in bis pocket. In THE 
TOMAHAWK issue of March 14, last, 
we published correspondence which 
transpired between the Indian 
office and the Indian agent and j 
concerning the seizure of THE 
PROGRESS printing plant. 

As evidence of the motives and j 
purposes of the promoters of the 
PROGRESS we herewith republish 
the Salutatory of the paper, which 
was in type and ready for the press 

when the craven henchmen of the 
Indian bureau interfered and, as a 
consequence, was not published un
til one year and eight months 
after it was first set up, in type and 
after the petty official of tbe In 
dian bureau had met his Waterloo 
in the fall term of the U. S. Dis
trict Court at St. Paul, in 1887. 

SALUTATORY. 

"With this number we make our 
bow to the public. The novelty of 
a newspaper published upon this 
reservation may cause many to be 
wary in their' support, and this 
from a fear that it may be revolu
tionary in character. Our motto 
will undeceive such. We propose 
to remain true to this motto, true 
to the standard of social and in
dividual moralty it would express. 
We shall aim to advocate constant 
ly and withold reserve, what in 
our view, and in the view of the 
leading minds upon this Reserva
tion, is the best for the interests 
of its residents. And not onlv for 
their interests, but those of the 
tribe wherever they now are resid
ing. 

"The main consideration in this 
advocacy, will be the political in
terests, that is, in matters relating 
us to the general Government of 
the United States. We shall not 
antagonize the government, nor 
act in the presentation of our views 
in any way outside of written or 
moral law. 
"We intend that this journal shall 

be the mouth piece of the com
munity in making known abroad 
and at home, what is for the best 
interests of the tribe. It is not al
ways possible to reach the foun
tain heed through subordinates, it 
is not always possible to appeal to 
the moral sentiment of the country 
through these sources, or by com
munications through the general 
press. 

"Hence we establish THE TRO 
GRKSS as an organ, and an organ 
only in this sense. 

"We may be called upon at times 
to criticise individuals and laws, 
but we shall aim to do so in a spirit 
of kindness and justice. Believing 
that the "freedom of the Press," 
will be guarded as safely by the 
Government, on this Reservation 
as elsewhere we launch forth *our 
little craft, appealing to the au
thorities that BE, at home, at the 
seat of government, to the com
munity, to give us moral support, 
for in this way only can we reach 
the standard set forth at our mast
head." 

On Saturday, October 8, 1887, 
after a brilliant legal trirauph over 
the arrogant minions of the Indian 
bureau The Progress again opened 
its long-locked doors, brushed the 
dust an cob-web9 off of cases, ad 
ded a little more singer and pep to 
the ink bottle and burnished up 
the editorial pen and proceeded to 
resume publication. On the second 
page of The Progress, Nol. 1, No. 
1, was published the following 
"Explanatory": 

"By referring to the date on the 
first page bf this issue, our readers 
will observe that *e made our bow, 
or rather more strictly we began 
to bow, but a heavy hand was laid 
upon us, and we have not been able 
to resume the perpendicular until 
now. In another column we give a 
detailed account of the proceedings 
which arrested our work, together 
with the subscbuent events which 
issued in our being able to finish 
the bowjbegan so long ago. Our 
editorial back is straight once more, 
and we return to the work we laid 
out for ourselves so many months 
ago, with vigor and courage in 
nowise abated, and with renewed 
determination to advance the in» 
terests of the reservation, and the 
welfare of the Indians in general." 

From our Friends. 
Chicago, 111., 

June 6, 1918. 
Editor, TOMAHAWK, 

White Earth, Minn . 
My Co laborer of Indian 

freedom:— 
•• Your kind favor of June 1st, 

gladly received and appreciated. 
How I wish I could be with the 
"Celebration and Council Fire" of 
June 14th and 15th. This country 
has chased the original people 
from pillar to post and called us 
as INDIANS, this name has made 
us hated, looked upon and placed 
us outside of human rights. The 
truth of my statement comes true 
as you mention "German" when 
we are fighting them. The rights 
of the Indian must be sustained. 
The country has misunderstood us 
and believe that the Indian Bureau 
is treating us justly. We Indians 
have been used and that is all. We 
should have had our citizenship 
and total freedom when we helped 
to gain liberty for Uncle Sam. 
What nation on American soil has 
a better right for citizenship and 
freedom than the original Ameri
cans? It is all wrong and that is 
what we Indians are fighting 
against, our cause is just as im
portant and vital as America fight
ing against Germany. 

I am asked what can we do to 
give citizenship and total freedom 
to the Indians? There is only one 
answer, namely; abolish the In
dian Bureau. 

You will notice that as you try 
to gam your just claims, you will 
have the Indian Bureau to con

front. The Indian Bureau will 
die hard but it will exist forever if 
the money and property of the In
dians are given to them to control 
and dispense. The Indians would 
have been better off if there were 
no such thing as an Indian Bureau 
fifty years ago. 

All the Indians must realize 
they are men and not unlike other 
God's creatures that have brain, 
soul and body. At the Council 
you Indians must fire up the noble 
character that is within each one 
of you, and know what is right 
aud wrong in your affairs. Re
member no one can do your busi
ness as well as you can for your
selves. Every Indian ought to be 
ashamed to stand up and say, "I 
am incompetent to take care of 
myself and therefore, I want the 
Indian Bureau to do it for me." 
Have none of that at your council 
fire, but say, "I will no louger 
have the Indian Bureau take care 
of me, as a child, but I will show 
the world I am a man and can 
look after myself." 

Sincerely, 
Carlos Montezuma. 

Nett Lake, Minn., 
June 7th, 1918. 

THE TOMAHAWK CO., 
Dear Sirs:--

Enclosed find money order, 
$1.50 for the renewal of my sub
scription to THE TOMAHAWK for 
another year. I am glad you have 
notified me that my subscription 
has expired as 1 wish to continue 
reading your interesting paper. 

THE TOMAHAWK is the friend of 
the Indians, especially the Chip-
pewas of Minnesota. 

You have my support and best 
wishes, I am. 

Sincerely yours, 
F. H. Pequette. 

notice of the Sixth Annual Session of 
the General Council of Chippewa 

• Indians of Minnesota. 
Pursuant to provisions in the Con

stitution of the General Council of 
Minnesota Chippewa Indians which 
was adopted at Cass Lake, Minn., on 
the 8th day of May, 1913, and as a-
mended by the General Council at its 
fourth annual session held at Bemidji 
Minn., July 11th, lulH, the annual 
meeting of said General Council of 
Chippewa Indians of Minnesota will 
be held at Bemidji, Minn., beginning 
the 9th, day of July. Iul8. 

Your attention is invited to Article 
fi of the Constitution which reads as 
follows: "The basis ot representation 
to the Councils of this organization 
shall be one delegate for each one 
hundred members or fraction thereof, 
of the White Earth and Red Lake 
reservations, and reservations ceded 
under the provisions of the Act of 
Congress of January fourteenth, eigh
teen hundred and eighty-nine (22 U. 
S. Stat*.. 042). Such delegates shall be 
elected on the first Tuesday in June 
of each year, X X 

Notices shall be posted and given by 
the proper officers of said local councils 
and\said notices shall be given and 
posted in each and every settlement 
and bo/tf within said reservation or 
ceded reservation for a period of not 
less than twenty days, specifying the 
time and place of the election of such 
delegates." 
Where there is no properly organized 

local council it shall devolve upon the 
Executive Committee of the reserva
tion to call a council for the purpose 
of electing delegates. \ 

In respect to Article referred to 
above, delegates to the General Coun
cil must be selected on the first Tues
day in June, which will be June 4th, 
1»1*S. 

Careful attention and good judc-
ment must be exercised by each and 
every Chippewa Indian interested, to 
fully observe the above Article and 
by so doing avoid any dispute that 
may arise from irregular appointment 
which in councils prior to the coming 
council has so manifestly caused 
considerable annoyance. 

Dated at Bed Lake, Minnesota, 
May 1,1JH8. 

JOHN G. MORRISON, JR., 
President of General Council of 
Chippewa Indians of Minnesota. 
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When you want 
the best 

In Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, footwear, etc., call on 
us. 
We're right here every day in the year (except Sunday) to supply you 
with any and everything you may need in 

THE BEST AND PUREST GROCERIES IN THE MARKET. 

. 

The B. L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

White Earth, flinnesota. 
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