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Uinsurup Heroes 
^6aUle Lines 
Darino American Line
men, Fresh from Civil 
Life; Maintain Commun
ications Under Fire * * 

HE two great moans of commu
nication on the modern battle
field, the means by which gen
eral headquarters keeps In 
touch with every sector of the 
line ami by which the perfect 
co-ordination of all branches 
of the service is possible are 
the airplane and electricity. 

The romantic appeal of the 
aviation service, the stirring 
stories of high adventure that 
have come out of the war have 
made the work of the birdmen, 
the supersedere of cavalry as 
the eyes of the commander, fa

miliar to the people at home. On the ground 
tcharging infantrymen and roaring cannon cap-
jture the imagination. But 
[the heroic labors of men 
{who keep open the tele-
•graph and telephone lines 
'Which make co-operation 
'ejf Infantry and artillery 
•possible are almost uu-
atnown outside the serv
ice , save, for instance,'1 

jwhen one reads of a 
•medal bestowed on a line 
'repairman for magniti-
jcent disregard of danger. 
|Por their losses and their 
•honors fire alike great. 

They go over tht> top 
jwith the troops, smoking 
-tlteir pipes, coolly string
ing lines behind the ad-
nmncing first line so that 
(the gun crews may be 
kept informed of the ad
vance or told to concen-
(trate their lire on a par
ticularly obnoxious ma-
<Chine gun. says a writer 
In the New York Sun 

, |magazine section. They 
clamber out of dugouts into 
freezing wind of a winter night to feel their way 
-along a broken wire, sometimes over the shell-pit
t e d open ground behind the trenches until they 
•find the break, then sitting in ice water under tire 
they repair it as carefully and skillfully as If they 
•were at work in the shop at home. It often takes 
three or four men to repair one of these breaks; 
t h e first men sent out may never come back. 
< Bepaired at all costs the wire must be, and dan
ger does not excuse a slipshod bit of work. For 
t h e signal system of the army is what the nerv-
ous system is to the human body. 
\ Without it the modern army covering 100 miles 
x>t front cannot see, feel or move. The army com
mander wishing to move a portion of his line 50 
jmlles away or to change the rapidity of his artil-
Jtery fire or to receive information of enemy move-
jtsnents is as helpless without the slender threads of 
copper as lie would be if he wished to move his 
right arm and found the nerves paralyzed. 
• •There are still people of intelligence who think 
that the transmission of military thought is summed 
<np in the use of the notebook, the orderly and his 

..ahorse," writes Brig. Gen. George P. Scrlven. "But 
these are passing, and the trained soldier and the 

. .•ducated volunteer understand the vital impor
tance of Information. 

"Hence the necessity for a signal corps or Its 
**quivalent, for without Its aid modern armies can 
Jfto more be controlled than can great railway sys
t ems; the commander in the field remains blind 
and deaf to the events occurring around hhu, in
capable of maintaining touch with conditions and 
.out of reach of.his superiors or those under his au
thority upon whdm he depends for the execution of 
Ills plans. The brain lacks the power to control 
because the nerves are lacking. . 
i "Time Is the main factor in war; to arrive first 
with the greatest number of men and with the 
clearest understanding of the situation Is to suc
ceed. The Inst, and often the first, of these condi
t ions depends upon the lines pi Information of the 
army." 

And these Hues in turn depend upon the obscure 
tint daring work of the repairman, the grimy, 
mucky, hard-fisted mechanic who crawls on his 
belly through shell fire calculated to appall the 
stoutest heart and connects the break between the 
commander and the point he wishes to reach. 

Somehow the lines are kept open all the time or 
a r e broken for only short intervals, and the con- ; 

atant tending of them has made possible In France 
a system of wire communication that is a marvel 
of efficiency. Indeed so perfect is it that London 
and Paris are in direct connection with general 
headquarters on the British front, which in turn is 
l a touch with every division and brigade staff on 
the line. A wire could be put straight through so 
that Lloyd George if he wished coukl hear the 
bursting of higlt explosives and shrapnel on the 
Amiens front. ' 

This tremendous use of the telephone and tele
graph in warfare is partly the result of the im
petus arising from the American application of 
electrical communication on a large scale in the 
Spanish war. The signal corps as it now exists is 
a comparatively recent evolution. 

In the American army the idea first arose in 
t h e mind of a young army surgeon. Albert James 
Ifyer. The office of signal officer of the army was 
created In June. 1800, the first of its kind, and 
Jfyer was appointed. He was at once sent with 
an expedition against Navajo Indians in New Mex
ico, and his crude apparatus at once demon
strated Its worth. 

When the Civil war began he was ordered East 
and opened a school for signalers, and in that was 
the ''definite beginning of the present signal corps. 
Wires were carried on horse or muleback then, the 
Instruments were imperfect and telegraphic com-
aianication waa a rare and precious thing. The 
aervice took on tremendous importance in the 
Spanish war and followed the troops through Cuba 
a n d the Philippines, and in China was the only 

king and the rest of the world. 
But the* tasks that confronted our signal men 

in these wars were play compared to the work 
that is being done every day on the western front. 
Our signal men there have an area to cover about 
the size of Pennsylvania and they have gone at it 
with a vigor and efficiency that spell volumes for 
the superiority of Americans in this particular line 
of work. 

The hardy linemen who have strung lines and 
repaired breaks on the Western plains or battled 
with great floods and storms in the Kocky moun
tains have taken to this new work with a zest 
which is inspiring. On the foundation of the > 
French system they are building a signal system 
that will be u model of Its kind. 

Up to within four miles of the front construc
tion is not different from what it is here at home. 
The wires are strung on poles and most of the 
poles have been planted by the French. But when 
one gets inside the shell-torn section that stretches 
at least four miles from the front wires have to 
be protected by being buried from six to eight feet 
deep, so that only a direct hit by a large shell will 
disturb them. 

Within half a mile of the front not even this 
protection is sufficient, as the shells churn and re-
churn the ground. Therefore all wires in this zone 
are duplicated and are strung along both sides of 
the trenches. Sometimes a trench wall Is covered 
with wires. 

In the battalion headquarters signal office, where 
the hundreds of wires from the trenches and ob
servation posts center and where the receivers 
hum with the constant tremors of a world under 
fire, plnin Bill Smith lounges in a corner rolling a 
cigarette and occupied in Ids own particular 
thoughts. It is a dugout, this headquarters, and 
the air is vile, but Bill got used to that long ago. 

"The wire to A battery Is down," Smith's su
perior officer says, turning to him. 

"All right, sir," is the answer. And Bill climbs 
out of the dugout, repair kit over his arm and tin 
hat on his head. 

In the trench he finds the wire that Is broken 
and begins to follow it along. It is hot work in 
the trench, shells are dropping thickly, but Smith 
doesn't mind—much. He follows the wire down 
a communication trench nnd then after a long t ine 
out into the open, where he has to crawl along 
looking for the hole that will mark the place where 
the line has been broken. 

He gets nearly there when a shell lands near 
him nnd Bill Smith, his face toward the break, 
goes west. After a time, back in the dugout, an
other repairman is sent out and perhaps he is 
luckier than Bill and finds the break. 

Then he has to sit down in the shell crater, the 
smash of bursting shells' so close that sometimes 
he is half burled In dirt, calmly making the con
nection that will enable the observation officer up 
front to get in touch with his battery again. If he 
gets back to the dugout he will be sent out again 
and yet again if the bombardment is heavy, and 
often for days and nights at a time these men are 
under fire, snatching a nap now and then In the 
dugout between breaks. But they keep the lines 
open. 

In an attack the signal men go over the top with 
the infantry, generally with the second wave, In 
charge of the observing officer. They make for a 
point where they can establish an observation 
post, and as they pass on and through the enemy's 
barrage they unroll their line and one of them car
ries a field telephone, through which they somehow 
manage in the din of battle t o make themselves 
heard. 

That telephone is like a battle flag, and many a 
man goes down with it, only to have it picked up 
and carried forward by another of these noncom-
batant troops. Their business is only to serve, not 
to fight, and they do it with a cool daring which 
is not surpassed In any branch of the service. 

They are In the forefront of every advance and 
In the retreat are sometimes the last to leave the 
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front line, where they stick to the end of theb 
wires under terrific shell fire until ordered to re« 
join their commands if they can get through alive. 

"An experience of this kind happened to me a 
Rhort time ago in a lonely chateau of the Ypres-
Menln road," an English officer wrote home. "The 
chateau was the center of a perfect hell of Ger
man shrapnel for nearly a week, until It became 
almost untenable and was abandoned by the head
quarters staff. 

"The general gave Instructions that a telegraph
ist was to remain behind to transmit important 
messages from the brigades, and I wq(s left in 
charge of the instruments in this shell-swept 
chateau for a day and a night. 

"On the second day the Germans broke through 
our trenches and the wires were cut by the shell 
fire. I was given orders to evacuate the building 
and smash up my instruments. These-L saved by 
burying in a shellproof trench, and then I had to 
escape between our own fire and that of the 
enemy's across a field under a terrible tornado of 
shrapnel. 

"On the early morning of the same day one of 
our cable detachments was cut up and another 
captured by the Germans, only to be retaken by 
our sappers and drivers after a desperate and 
glorious fight." 

The linemen also have regular patrols, stretches 
of line which have to be constantly examined not 
only for breaks but also to make sure that they 
have not been tapped by enemy spies in such a 
way that every bit of information sent over the» 
finds its way to the Germans. In the Aisne once, 
where the hill country offered good cover to spiea 
the wires were constantly being tapped. 

One day a lineman passing along the road no
ticed a lot of cable lying at one side. He.started 
to coll it up and found that a piece of wire had 
been tied to the main line. When he traced it ha 
found that it ran to a haystack. He went on, 
tapped the line and sent in word to headquarters 
and an arm id escort found a spy hidden in the hay 
with several days' supply of food. 

They are autocrats in their way, these wire re> 
pairmen, and no one is permitted to interfere with 
the swift execution of their work. Word coming 
over the line that the wire to a battery was re
paired Is often the sweetest sound in the world to 
an observation officer up front, even if it comes It 
a rough brogue which French weather has not Im
proved. 

So when anybody else breaks In on the line and 
Interferes with the repairman he gets roiled, es
pecially if he has been sitting for several hours in 
a shell hole with an icy rain dripping down his 
back. An English officer told of what happened 
to a general who broke in once. 

"A general came in the hut and told me '1 rang 
up the telephone Just now and Said, ,4Give me the 

brigade, please," but some one with a loud 
voice replied deliberately and distinctly: "Get off 
the blinking line." I got off remarking that at 
soon as convenient I should like to speak. Jt 
apologized and explained that the line had bee* 
down and was being repaired. He went'off wttl-
a merry twinkle in his eye." 

As the number of men in the American arm) 
abroad grows with the weeks, the number of line,' 
men. those who make possible all that the artUK 
lery'and Infantry together accomplish, will steact 
Hy increase until they are a small army In then*-
selves. And probably It will not be long before an* 
nouncement will be made that sorje plain BUI 
Smith, wire repairman, has been give* a medal fo,r 
bravery under fire, which attracted attention eves. 
among the hundreds of brave acts wfclch theoe-
men perform every day. 

FRECKLES 
New U the TiflM to Get Rid of Teest Ugly Spots 

There's" no longer the slightest need of feeling; 
ashamed of jour freckles, as Otbine—double 
strength—is guaranteed to remove these homely 
spots. 

Simply get an ounce of Othlne—double 
strength—from your druggist, and apply a Uttle 
of It night and morning and you should soon see 
that eren the worst freckles bare begun to dis
appear, while the lighter ones have vanished en
tirely, It Is seldom that more than one ounce 
la needed to completely clear the skin and gala 
a beautiful clear complexion. 

Be sore to ask for the double strength Otbine, 
as this is s»ld under guarantee of money back 
if it falls to remove freckles.—Adv. 

Where the Trouble Was. 
Jones—Are you good at mental 

arithmetic, Brown? 
Brown—Pretty fair. 
Jones—Well, listen to this: A train 

starts on a journey with 70 passengers 
on board. At the first stop it drops 
ten and picks up 15. Have you got 
that? 

Brown (calculating)Yes, 75. 
Jones—At the next stop it drops 25, 

and picks up 11. Shortly after it 
stops again and picks up 17 passengers 
and drops nine. Got that? 

Brown—Yes; well? 
Jones (making for the door)—What 

was the name of the engineer?—Path
finder. 

are 
Circulating Medium. 

"She takes only boarders who 
blue-blooded." 

"How does she make sure that they 
are?" 

"She bleeds them." 

Nashville, Tenn., reports 100 new in
dustries started in the last 12 months. 

Give a woman a chance to show off 
and she will make good. 

OLD PRESCRIPTION 
FOR WEAK KIDNEYS 

Have you ever stopped to reason why 
it is that BO many products that are ex
tensively advertised, all at once drop out 
of sight and are soon forgotten? The 
reason is plain—the article did not fulfi] 
the promises of the manufacturer. This 
applies more particularly to a medicine. 
A medicinal preparation that has real 
curative value almost sells itself, as like 
an endless chain system the remedy is 
recommended by those who have been 
benefited, to those who are in need of it. 

A prominent druggist says, "Take for 
example Dr. Kilmer's Swamp-Root, a 
preparation I have sold for many years 
and never hesitate to recommend, for in 
almost every case it shows excellent re
sults, as many of my customers testify. 
No other kidney remedy that I know of 
has so large a sale." 

According to sworn statements and 
verified testimony of thousands who have 
used the preparation, the success of Dr. 
Kilmers' Swamp-Root is due to the fact 
that, 6o many people claim, it fulfils al
most every wish in overcoming kidney, 
liver and bladder ailments, corrects ur
inary troubles and neutralizes the urie 
acid which causes/ rheumatism. 

You may receive a sample bottle of 
Swamp-Root by Parcel Post. Address 
Dr. KilmerA Co., Binghamton, N. Y., and 
enclose ten cents; also mention this paper. 
Large and medium size bottles for sale 
at all drug stores.—Adv. 

When a Man Eats. 
"So you are dieting again. Doctor's 

orders?" 
"No. Food administrator's." 

After landing a man a regular girl 
denies that she fished for him. 

A prodigy is a girl who knows that 
she cannot sing and doesn't attempt It. 

What is Castoria 
CASTORIA is a harmless substitute for Castor Oil, Paregoric, 

Drops and Sooifching Syrups. It is pleasant It contains neither 
Opium, Morphine nor other Narcotic substance. Its age is its guar

antee. For more than thirty years it has been in constant use for the relief 
of Constipation, Flatulency, Wind Colic and Diarrhoea; allaying Feverisn-
ness arising therefrom, and by regulating the Stomach and Bowels, 
aids the assimilation of Food; giving healthy and natural sleep. 
The Children's Panacea—The Mother's Friend. 

The Kind You Have Always Bought, and which has been in use for over 
80 years, has borne the signature of Chas. H. Fletcher, and has been made under 
his personal supervision since its infancy. Allow no one to derive you mttus. 
All Counterfeits, Imitations and "Just-as-Good" are but Experiments that 
trifle with and endanger the health of Infants and "• —— 
Children—Experience against Experiment 
Genuine Castoria always beam the signature of 

Steals 
EATONIC 

r?OW YOUR STOMACHS SAKE) 

I'JiCNS 

Cures Him— 
Comes Back 
and Pays For It 
It's the Acid Test 
off Mas and Eatonic 
They Both Win! 

It takes a M* mm to stand up 
and aajr 1 am wroa* end wiUia* to 
do rlahf*: and it ia needless to say 
that this poor sufferer will not want 
(or EATONIC as Ion* aw he HTM. 

To stomach •offerer* and those 
not renins foil strength e s t of 
their food, suffering from tadi-

___ sty. p a r feeltaa after eatio*. 
stomach distress e i ssryldad. we 
•ay. Go. get a box of EATONIC to
day, uae it accocdln* Sethe direc
tions and yeu will knew what real 
Stcmach cymftt •!•••,. turn of 
thousands all over the land sr* asln* 
KATON1C and taatifr to itspssrento 
EMI. If rsessffer ssetberdayKM 

Most StartHng Endorsement 
« Ever Published 

W jCsnaMP&BssdsSstsdlTfiarmacUtand] 
'of PUno. Ultoafs. write* under data of 
r J£19I6» 

"EstonfeltaMdyCo* , 
J Chieago.Ul. v _ .. - * 

nancd in my place of business I know will be of 
S e a t interest to you. and. I bop* of great benefit 
fohuinanity,inondlyandj*y««Uly. 

I keep a quantity of EATONIC piled on nrf 
Ireec 

emhothsrsd with atoasaca Soublo and, not bar* 

^ f t S t a e a w e t gajsdsj testhnonjsl .sya-
tnant ia all my *fl***3**J*? £tert£^f 

lied not helped this nan hie conscience would have 
l«ft him unmolested. Very truly yours. 

• W. vri 

As Age Advances the Liver Requires 
_ occaak>oal alight stimulation. 

CARTER'S 
UTTLE LIVER PILLS 

correct 

CONSTIPATION 

And Why Not? 
A presentation was to be made to 

Tommy's teacher, and he had beea 
asked to contribute. 

His mother duly handed him a sub
scription, and then asked her hopeful 
the nature of the gift. 

"We are giving teacher an illumin
ated address," he said. "And, mother, 
that's rather a good idea. Why don't 
we buy ourselves an illuminated ad
dress and hang it on the letter box, 
so that the postman will always be 
nble to see our number at night?" 

Nothing Like It. 
"Is your master in a somnolent con

dition V* 
"No, sir; he was pretty bad, but 

now he's asleep." 

100 Per Cent on 
LIBERTY BONDS 
\O0Sc Interest on Liberty Bondsland[War Sayine 
Stamps possible. We want e*0,000 worth at 
face value in denominations of IM and up-
warde, HO IIMIT. Write quick what yon have. 

J0SRB.GADI.dKCe. 

Ford Owners Attention! 

No man should object to thick soles, 
as the objection wffl soon wear away. 

The lass whose lover goes to sea 
sheds many a private tear. 

aNSUVE 
Eor-Tyt* Foraf 

SPECIAL PISTON RINGS 
stop all carbon deposits and 

fooled spark plugs. 
Increase compression aad speed 

wonderfully. 
ST uron u a iwi i i a» eta 

Guaranteed to do the work or 
your money back. 

$•40 POt SET OP • BONGS 
• r a - T r r a mate In an • 
auto, tractor aae gasoline • 

Askyoeri 

W. N. U. Minnaapsli*, No. 24-lfH. 


