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The Emtrty 
House 
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{Copyright. Utt. by the McClure Newspa
per Syndicate.) 

The little brown car had swung with 
ft soft humming sound down the 
smooth road, and its sole occupant 
was sitting with her hands in her lap, 
looking .dreamily out at the landscape 
and the rows of houses that they 
passed. Many a one passing by on the 
sidewalk might have envied the lovely 
young woman who sat there, so slen-" 
der and aristocratic in the little brown 
car, but she herself was not even con
scious of the looks, whether envious or 
admiring, that were cast in her direc
tion. 

If, as the poets say, "the eyes are 
mirrors of the soul," then It was very 
apparent that Blaine Hargrave was 
not happy, for the sad, far-away ex
pression on her face told Its own story. 

As the machine turned the corner of 
the street, however; she began to take 
more interest in her surroundings, and 
she watched carefully the houses she 
passed. 

Suddenly she leaned forward and 
spoke to the chauffeur. 

"Stop, Jacques," she commanded, 
sharply, "at the house To Let.* f 

The brakes ground sharply, and 
Elaine stepped out at once. She 
looked again and drew in tier breath 
quickly. A wave of crimson flooded 
ber face. The chauffeur wondered at 
the sudden order, for they were al
ready late for dinner, and he did not 
think that bis mistress could possibly 
want to look at this empty'house. 

The glory of a perfect spring day 
was over all the out-of-doors. It seemed 
a day to tempt anyone to remain in 
the open, and drink in- to the full the 
beauties of bountiful nature, but evi
dently this did not attract the girl, 
for she mounted the steps of the house 
at once. -

She looked around at Jacques after 
she had rung the bell. "Walt till I 
come out," she said. 

A slovenly-looking woman suddenly 
appeared in response to her ring. She 
was as dusty looking, somehow, as the 
house was, and quite as dejected look
ing; but Elaine scarcely saw her as 
She spoke: 

"I want to see the house," said the 
girl. "I suppose I can go In?" 

"Well, it's gettln* pretty late, mum, 
and I don't think as you'd'be seeln' 
much," replied the old woman. 

"Ton can give me your candle," said 
Elaine, quickly, as she slipped a coin 
Into the not over clean hand, and with 
a little gasp, the woman yielded. 

The front door was opened and 
Elaine went through the passage and 
glided upstairs like a ghost, the woman 
promptly returning to the lower re
gions, whence she had come. Light-
lng the dirty candle from a gas Jet 
burning In the passageway, Elaine went 
from one room to another with quick, 
nervous haste. Her face was quite 
colorless, but her eyes burned with a* 
feverish light that made her seem very 
different from the brilliant lady of 
fashion that most people knew as 
Elaine Hargrave. Here she was but a 
girl; and face to face with memory, a 
memory that was still alive after three 
years of bitter struggle—the struggle 
of trying to forget. 

For today was the third anniversary 
Of what was to have been Elaine Har
grove's wedding day, but that wedding 
never took place; and on, the,third 
anniversary of "what might have 
been," as Elaine expressed it herself, 
and just home from travels that had 
taken her into the faraway corners of 
the world, the girl had become pos
sessed with the desire to see the place 
that once She had expected to call 
"home." 

She stopped for a moment, In her 
flitting from room to room and looked 
about her. Here, but three short years 
before, she had planned to come as a 
happy bride, and here she had left the 
man she loved after their bitter quar
rel, called him "Puritan" and "Prude." 
because he would not countenance the 
ways of her "set." How empty and 
false were the ways of that very same 
set, she had come bitterly to realize, 
just as in her heart of hearts she had 
come to respect all the more the man 
who would not bow down to them. 
And how empty was her heart as well! 

She could see him plainly, if she* but 
chut her eyes for a moment, as he 
stood before her that day so long ago, 
so tall and proud and good to look at. 
She had always taken such pride in his 
good looks, all the more so because he 
had not belonged to her "set," but had 
come to the city unknown, and had 
worked up to an enviable position. She 
could almost hear again hit earnest 
voice as he remonstrated with her on 
that last fateful day In this house. 

"I know that I do not belong to this 
«set' that you seem to think so much 
«f,,desr,~he said. **nd perhaps that 
Is why I find it so hard to accustom 
myself to the things that they do, hut 
I am certain that I have too much 
regard for the woman who Is to be my 
wife to want to see her follow in the 
footsteps of people whose chief aim is 
life seems to be to attract the atten
tion of others, Ton are made fnrbet-
ter thiLgs than this, Elaine, dear. Wont 
you be guided by me In this thing and 
*ive these people up? Please, dear, 
for my sakeP* 

She recalled now how she had flung 
sway from him, although in her heart 
she bad known even then that he was 
right but some perverse spirit seemed 
•*- urge her not to give In; how she 

to * what he asked V 

her, telling her "that she would live 
her life without him, and that she real
ized now that it was a mistake to ex
pect an outsider—a plebeian—to un
derstand the ways of her kind of 
people." Even now, after three years. 
Elaine still winced as she thought of 
those hasty words of hers. How she 
must have hurt him—and all the time 
she was hurting herself as well; and 
he had let her go on without a word 
of protest, in the end gravely agreeing 
with her, and saying that he would 
never ask her to come back again. And 
he hadn't. And they never met nor 
wrote. 

Elaine's eyes were opened now, but 
of course it was far too late to give in 
and acknowledge herself in the wrong. 
Three years of time had rolled be* 
tween them, the bar of passionate 
words on either side keeping them 
apart. 

She started once more on her pil
grimage through the rooms. First 
the dining room, with the familiar pa
per, which she herself had selected. 
He had not been so well-off then, and 
had Insisted upon living in the style 
that his own earnings would entitle 
them to—but he had worked hard to 
give her as many as possible of the 
luxuries that she had been accus
tomed to. 

"So small a thing to mean so large 
a loss," murmured the girl to herself. 
She had read those words somewhere, 
and now they came Into her mind. She 
stood for a time looking out through 
the clouded windows. Great tears 
welled up In her eyes and poured down 
over her face—as If the barriers were 
suddenly let down to allow tides of 
memory to flow in and engulf her. 

She had never allowed herself to 
think in this way before, but the spirit 
of love seemed to have come back to 
the dusty little room from which' he 
had flown three years before. For her 
time passed unheeded. 

Darkness fell. Outside, James felt 
Tery cross. The Idea of anyone spend
ing so much time looking at an empty 
house! He folded his arms and went 
half asleep. Down in the basement, 
the care-taker, having finished her 
supper, came up, and, forgetting all 
about her visitor, or, thinking that she 
had surely gone away long ago, closed 
the door and went home. 

And Elaine dreamed on—for how 
long, she knew not. But suddenly she 
awoke to reality with a start, to no
tice that it had grown very dark out
side, and that there were footsteps 
coming through the hall. Then came 
the sound of a voice that seemed fa
miliar. 

"Hold the light low there, please. I 
wish to see all the rooms. There, 
thank you; that's better." 

Elaine had crept to the door, and 
was listening with a white face. She 
had a glimpse of the two men as they 
passed the door — one, evidently the 
night watchman, holding the lamp, and 
the other, the man she had sent away 
three years before. % 

"So he, too, has not forgotten," 
thought Elaine, bitterly. 

She wondered If she should speak— 
make her presence known —f- but each 
time she tried to her courage failed 
her. She looked again. Yes, there he 
was! Standtng In front of the open 
fireplace. Once more she peered 
through the open door. "How changed 
he was," she said to herself. "How 
much older and grayer." 

Her face was still wet with the 
traces of her recent tears, but she did 
not even know It as she went up and 
tapped gently on the wall between the 
two rooms. He turned round suddenly 
with a great start. Then he came to 
the door and opened It wider. Elaine 
walked into the room. 
' All the light from the lamp seemed 
to shine on the slender figure, standing 
there so erect and proud. The girl's 
face was white and strained, but her 
blue eyes shone like twin stars. The 
man started back with a little cry of 
unutterable astonishment. 
„ "Elaine! Good God!" 

"Listen," she said softly, her hands 
outstretched. "Let me humble myself 
while I can. I need you, Richard—I 
want yonj-you and the little house."7 

"Elaine—Elaine—" The man could 
but whisper her name, for the sudden 
sight of her seemed to have dazed him. 
"Elaine—why did you come?" 

Quite suddenly all the fear and pride 
seemed to die out of the girl's heart 
"Because I loved you," she whispered 
softly. "Because In the old empty 
house I came to understand that I 
could never be happy without you. 
When I stood in the little room that 
we had planned jHjether"—her voice 
broke—"Richard, forgive me—" 

She was In his arms, sobbing out 
the words she could not speak, and hfa 
arms were around her as he murmur* 
ed: *Ifs for yon to forgive me, desr-
est My little girl! And I thought that 
yon did not carer 

She clung to him, even as he held 
her, as he kissed lip and brow and hair. 
He could not let her go. He would 
never let her go again. "My dearest" 
he whispered, "tot for long win It bo 
the Empty House." 

CONCLUDING THE STORY 
OF AFTERNOON FROCKS 

The conclusion of the summer's 
story of afternoon gowns introduces 
a few new and interesting features. 
When midsummer was barely in sight 
along came organdie and took its place 
by the side of crepe georgette as a 
favorite for the sheerest and quaint
est frocks. Then appeared foulard, in 
bold figured patterns, showing a white 
design on a colored ground, veiled 
with georgette, or otherwise combined 
with it, in the same color. Just by 
way of showing that georgette Is not 
indispensable these figured foulards 
have been made up with wide laces, 
and again foulard has shown Itself 
quite equal to standing alone In gowns 
that found no room for sheerer stuffs. 

A graceful model for a foulard or 
arepe de chine or soft satin frock ap
pears at the left of the picture. It has 
a plain skirt with a tunic which starts 
out by being nearly as long as the 
skirt, but wanders upward In its 
course about the figure until it fails 
to reach the knees, in length. The 

I bodice has a folded vest of georgette, 
in the color of the ̂ foulard, at tha 
front, and an embroidered collar. The 
small buttons are covered with the 
silk. 

At the right a frock of georgette 
achieves a tunic effect by the simple 
expedient of a wide tuck and bands 
of embroidery or braiding that looks 
like embroidery. It has a soft and 
wide crushed girdle of georgette and a 
scarf collar that hangs below the 
waistline and is 'finished with small 
silk covered balls. The very tiny but
tons on the sleeves are covered with 
several thicknesses of the georgette 
crepe. Foulard gowns are usually quiet 
In color, sand, beige, blue and black 
with navy blue having white figures, 
are all popular. In georgette and or
gandie the gayer, flower-like colors are 
favored. Heliotrope, pale yellow, 
green, pink, rose and ' coral are the 
livelier tones, but sand and grey are 
never to be left out of the reckoning, 
in this delicate and beautiful fabric. 

PRESENTING PAJAMAS 
AS SLEEPING GARMENTS 

Mis Choice of processions. 
A rich New Yorker decided that hit 

Indolent son- must go to work. 
The father acquired his wealth by 
hunting for oil in Kentucky and Is 
self-made. In his ultimatum to, the 
leisure-loving son, he told him to have 
on his desk the next morning the pro
fessions he would like to follow—and 
the father would select the one for 
which he thought the son best sotted. 
Here is the list the nan turned hi: 

Hammock demonstrator. Night 
watchman at police headquarters. 
Floorwalker In a bird store. Head 
waiter in the Automat Director of 
the vacation bureau at Stag Slag, 

at a saci i j -go-round. Win-
to Grant's 

hi the haft f< 

llews of the State 
Condensed for Busy Folks 

Logic, having lodged Itself in the 
mind of modern woman, makes It easy 
to explain why she finds so many good 
reasons for taking to trousers, the 
still walks lit skirts, but she rides, 
swims, hunts, keeps bees, gardens 
and farms in bloomers or over
alls or breeches. But there#ls no 
logic, that explains her taking to pa* 
Jamas for sleeping garments or to 
replace other negligees, unless it Is 
that she has discovered them to be 
most becoming. 

Anyway, the fact stands that in 
every representative collection of lin
gerie pajamas. In two-piece and one-
piece styles, have as prominent repre
sentation as night dresses and negli
gees. Also there are about as many 
garments made of wash satin, crepe 
de chine and other wash silks as there 
are of fine cotton. The heavier cotton 
weaves are a thing or the past in un
dergarments, "excepting - petticoats. 
Among these must be some that are 
heavy to wear under sheer dresses. 

In the picture the pajamas shown 
are of crepe de chine. With ruf
fles of lace at the bottom of the trou
sers and as a finish on the sleeves, 
everyone win acknowledge that they. 
are alluringly pretty and feminine 
lookiBg. The shaft eeat Is betted and 
shanked at the neck with a net eaUar. 

Another fascinating salt Is shown In 
the little sketch at the left It has 
pantalettes breaking out Into frills at 
the bottom and a delightful short 
smock finished with fancy stitching 
about the neck and sleeves. Garments 
of this kind made of silk or bails** 
In white or flesh color employ needle
work in contrasting colors for their 
decoration. In the sketch at the right 
a one-piece garment decorated in this 
way consists of pantalettes Joined to 
a sleeveless kimono waist. 

Metal Millinery. 
Smart millinery shops In London are 

displaying metal helmets for women, 
presumably for wear during air raids; 
though it Is a question whether the 
fair wearer of a protective helmet 
would not flee to a bombproof refuge 
just as swiftly as her sister, whose 
headgear was fashioned of straw and 
silk. The metal helmets for woman 
cost just snout twice as much as those 
designed for the masculine sex. They 
are lined with dainty and soft 
rial, and on top Is a cunning 
which gives a rakish and 
Has to the 

Duluth.— Ten thousand Finns and 
Americans of Finnish descent here 
pledged enthusiastic loyalty to the 
American flag at a demonstration at 
Eveleth. 

Dllworfb —50 Fargo automobilists 
bound for Minnesota take, ran into a 
speed trap near here. Each paid $10 to 
a justice of the peace who held court 
in a restaurant.-

Red Lake Falls.—A call for sixteen 
Red Lake county drafted men to en
train for Camp Grant at Rockford, 111., 
has been received by the local draft 
board and the men have gone. 

Baudette.—Mrs. J.-L. Banford, liv
ing on a claim near Wayland, sixty 
miles south of here, broke her leg 
when she stepped into a chimney hole 
in the second Btory of her home. 

Stillwater.—A special election will 
be held here on Monday, Aug. 5, to 
vote on whether or not city property 
will be assessed 23 mills on the dollar 
for school purposes or whether the 
assessment will remain where it now 
is at 15 mills. 

Bemidji.—A thief entered the Be-
midji hotel through a basement win
dow, and gaining entrance to the j 
safe, stole $256. When the robbery j 
wag discovered the safe was found \ 
with the door open and $300 worth of I 
Liberty bonds and. other valuable, 
papers scattered about the floor. 

Moose La*.? —Turec souo serving! 
in the army, one on his way to re-i 
port for military duty and twe regis-! 
ered In the last registration, is what | 
Mr. and Mrs. August \ Johnson of j 
Moose Lake are giving to the United j 
States. Oscar Johnson, the fourU I 
son to serve the Stars and Stripes| 
has gone to St. Paul to report for j 
military training. 

St. Paul—Back taxes of $3,038 on, 
earnings $78,759 omitted by the Rock 
Island road and $5,499 on $133,363 
earnings omitted by the Illinois Cen
tral road are alleged due to the state , 
in reports filed yesterday on examlna-
tions made by Andrew E. Fritz, state j 
public examiner. The omissions are I 
blamed to clerical errors and Incorrect | 
apportionments of earnings to Min-'j 
nesota and minor details. 

Bralnerd.—Urged by Fred Lincoln 
secretary of the chamber of commerce I 
and the Northern Minnesota Develop-J 
ment association to help farmers In , 
the hayfield, business men are go- j 
lng to don overhauls, seize pitchforks 
during the haying season, and go to j 
nearby farms and help farmers put up , 
their hay.. Many patriotic citizens pro-
pose to put in their vacation that way. 

Duluth.—While hurrying home from 
Pike lake late at. night and within a 
mile of the city. Dr. E. D. Betlnghau- j 
ser and party were attacked In their 
speeding automobile by a bull moose. 
Tjiie moose struck the right forward \ 
fender, its head and neck crashing, 
through the windshield. The. force of 
the Impact1 threw the machine out of 
the course. The animal's neck was, 
broken and Dr. Bettinghauser shot it. j 

Baudette.—James, 8. sop of Mr.1 

and Mrs. C. J. Coulter of Rainey river, 
Ont., was drowned here. He and 
three small playmates were playing on 
a raft. The current carried them into 
the swift part of the river and James 
fell off. The others, becoming fright
ened, swam for the shore, and, as the 
little fellow could not swim, he was j 
left to His fate. His body wa*j 
found about a half hour later, but life J 
was extinct. 

St. Paul.—Arrangements for the 
convention of the. Northwestern Hotel 
men's asBoclatlo\ In St. Paul, August 
8 and 9, were made at a conference 
between Walter A. Pocock, president, I 
I. A. Medler of Duluth, ceeretary, and : 

Richard N. Gray, of the Ryan, Charles 
Roth of The St. Paul and Frank E. j 
Turgeon of the""St. Francis. About 250 • 
hotel men from Nebraska, Iowa. North 
and South Dakota. Wisconsin and 
Minnesota will attend. 

Dennison.—The village of Dennlson j 
after the state election ballots were 
counted, was shown to be one of the j 
most loyal voters In the state. Of 
the fifty-nine ballots cast, the vote j 
for governor stood: Humanist 5!),! 
Lindbergh 0. The voters evidently I 
were of the same mind with regard to • 
Knute Nelson for United States sena
tor. .The vote 'or Nelson against. 
James A. Peterson resulted In a; 
whitewash for Peterson. Nelson get
ting 59. 

8t. Paul.—The first flivver recruit] 
hss yet to enlist in the Minnesota 
StatS Motor Corps, according to re
ports at headquarters of the organisa
tion. Nearly 500 big cars are enrolled.i 
it was said, but the first Ford has yet \ 
to chatter his owner into joining the 
corps. The first battalion if Minne
apolis is the largest In the organiza
tion, with 192 members. The second 
in size, with 186 owners and car* en
rolled. The third battalion, 120 strong 
is made up of units at Rochester, Eyo-
ta. Kasson, Zumbrota and Plainview. 

Grand Rapids.—The twelfth girl to 
be born to Mr. and Mrs. Peter Niska 
of the Round Lake country came a 
few days ago. The Niska family has j 
been noted throughout the country for 
the large number of beautiful, healthy | 
little girls, the family now numbering 1 
twelve, ranging from a girl of 17 to! 
the baby girl. 

S t Cloud.—The library of the late 
George Reynolds, a prominent mem
ber of the Minnesota bar, has been \ 
donated .to the public library by Mrs. 
Reynolds. The gift Includes 588 vol
umes of fiction, history, science, law 
and travel. 

International Fall.—A number of 
applicants' for citizenship papers were/ 
turned down here by.. R. K. Doegode-
mus, agent, their cases being contiiv 
ued until the January terms- of court. 

Moorhead.—Splendid progress is 
being made in the Clay county fight 
against the sow thistle, according to 
A. H. I .arson of the Minnesota cam 
school of St. Paul, who Is in charge of 
the campaign. 

Red Lake Falls.—Because of bust* 
ness and other reasons, P. B. Gaass 
has found it necessasry to resign an 
county chairman for Red Lake coun
ty for he war savings committee. R. 
11. Bourdon and V. H. Higinbotham 
have been named joint chairmen for 
the county. 

Moorhead.—In the Red Cross drive 
the Moorhead chapter's territory ex
ceeded its allotment by $7,824.09. The 
amounts reported by,the banks of the 
county aggregate $22,824.09. Of the 
total, $13,964.34 was paid in cash and 
the total of the pledge cards is $8, 859.-
75. > The allotment was $15,000. 

Blooming Prairie.—The three . ua-
loons here which reopened two weeks 
ago after a temporary Injunction had 
been obtained against the. Minnesota 
Public Safety commission's orders 
closed again when Judge W. E. Hale 
vacated the order. There are foul sa
loons at Blooming Prairie. * 

Gracevllle.—A patriotic address oy 
Governor Burnquist was the feature 
of the fortieth anniversary of the 
founding o Gracevllle, which was cele
brated here. More than 2,500 people 
were present. The governor paid tri
bute to the old settlers and their pa
triotism in the carrying on of the war. 

Fairview.—Martin county and the 
city of Fairmont have lost their coun
ty superintendent of schools, city sup
erintendent of school, war savlnga 
chairman and food administrator to 
the war through the enlistments of C. 
J. Timms and Horacs E. Wolfe for Y. 
M. C. A. service in France. The two-
men are in the east waiting to sail. 

Floodwood.—Local crops are look
ing good. Tha rye on C. B. Wllder'a 
field stands nearly Ave feet, all in 
bloom, the heads being long and 
healthy. Wheat, barley and oats have 
good color and are growing rapidly. 
Clover and timothy promise unusually 
heavy yields. The grasses are taller 
right now than they were in July last 
year. 

Washington. — Spencer T. Rudd, 
Granite Falls, Minn., clerk to Repre
sentative A. J. Volstead of the, 7th 
Minnesota district, has joined the Ma
rine corps and will enter at training 
camp in South Carolina. Rudd is.the 
third clerk that Mr. Volstead has lost 
by enlistment in the military forces 
since the United States entered the 
war. 

St. Cloud.—Lieut. Da Cor.a. recruit-
station Inspector, announces that, he 
has recommended that the local re
cruiting station be made permanent. 
The station at Alexandria which haa 
been the headquarters for this dis
trict, will be closed in accordance with 
this plan, and St. Cloud will be the 
leading station. A new office will be 
opened at'Fergus Falls. 

Little Falls.—While returning from 
a' Red Cross meeting at Gilbert the 
car driven by J. J. McCaini was hit 
by another car near Top^ka and two 
occupants of the McCann car injure! 
about the face and Miss Lawa Brau-
nen was so injured that she was un
able to leave her bed Wcdncjlay. 
Miss Madeline. Slimonet and J. J. Mc
Cann '.vere both uninjured. 

Winona.—Among speakers a! the 
summer meO.ig of the Southern Mln-
neriota Medical association held here 
were Major Jump, U. S. A. Patriotism 
was the dominant note or the gather
ing, a special patriotic session being 
held, with addreseses by Maj. lump. 
Pierce Duttler of St. Paul, Maj. C. H. 
Mayo, Rochester. Maj. T. C. Wither-
Fpoon and Maj. Joseph Miller. 
Camp Dodge; Col. Henry Greenleaf. 
Fort Snclling and President Burton. 
Usjiversliy or Minnesota. 

Minneapolis.—A Minnesota farmer, 
who had read (hat grains of wheat had 
been found in the wrappings of Egyp-
tlon mummies, set out twenty-one 
years ago to beat the Egyptian record 
for the storing of grain. The gov
ernment's order requiring marketing 
of all wheat reserves by May 15 
caused him to give up the attempt. A 
car of wheat was received by the At-
wood-Larson company, Minneapolis, in 
which, according to a letter from the 
consignor, was one load from thus 
1897 crop. 

Minneapolis.-There will be no ob
jection on the part xA »he government 
to the division of territory by the 
Northwestern and Tri-Slate Telephone 
companies, accruing to word reteiv^d 
by companies' officials. This attitud« 
removes the last obstacle in the pro
gram for the separation of territory 
as ordered and approved by the Rail
road and Warehouse commission. 
Guy H . Pratt, general commercial 
superintendent of the Northwestern 
company, said that normally it would 
take eighteen months to effect the 
one-unit phone system, but said that 
owing to war conditions it may hn 
many more months before the plan is 
put in operation. 

S t Paul.—Consideration #of states 
that will respond to the demand for 
foodstuffs with a record yield, must 
include Minnesota. Crop experts, who 
have been inspecting the condition of 
grains and garden produce, report 
with Increasing optimism, the pros
pects of a' big harvest. 

Pipestone.—When the annual com
mencement exercises at the Pipestone 
government Indian school were held 
recently a service flag with 85 stars 
was raised. Each star represents an 
Indian youth from the school who Is 
serving his country. 'Jan 
wars graduated. 


