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An Indian by the name of 
Coffey, a servile henchman of the 
Indian bureau, believed he had 
grounds to break up the convention 
in session here this week. A little 
cold water, however, settled the 
Coffey grounds.—Bemidji Sentinel. 

Brother Marcura we are inclined 
to believe that you over estimated 
the nature of the sediment 
•'settled." We incline to the be
lief that it was more iu the nature 
of a post(mort)ura* proposition and 
of a very unsavory Aid ill-smelling 
kind at that. Jtequiescat iu peace. 

New York Evening Mail, on the 
charge of falsifying his reports to 
the government as to the owner
ship of his concern. It is charged 
that he was furnished more than a 
million dollars by German agents 
in 1915 so that he might get con
trol of the paper. He was held 
under bonds of $100^000, this «as 
later reduced to $35,0fc>, whichPhe 
was trying to obtain at last re
ports. The New York Evening 
Mail made much ado about A. C. 
Townley and his Non partisan 
League, and upon the occasion of 
Townley V visit to-New York, the 
Mail gave him much space in both 
its hews and editorial columns. 

COUNCIL AT BEMIDJI A 
BIG SUCCESS. 

Effort Is Made To Hold Two. 

The biggest sensation for some 
time in newspaper circles was the 
arrest last week of Dr. E. A. vt%tw W R „ W _ . „.„,,,.._„, _._„ 
Rumely, editor and owner of the ̂ Qfe an<i money, free from inter-

The question of equal suffrage 
came up before the Minnesota In
dian Council at Bemidji last week, 
when an attempt was made to seat 
three women to take the place of 
the White Earth "bolters." After 
several arguments a vote was taken 
and all but two delegates voted in 
favor of seating the women, who 
were Mrs. E. J. Warren, Miss 
Stella Warren and Miss Ella 
Beaulieu, of White Earth. 

Accusing the Indian bureau of 
employing unfit and incompetent 
meu who bandied the Indian busi 
ness without regard to personal 
affairs of the Indians, and that the 
Indians had suffered on account of 
such incompetency, a resolution 
calling upon the -great-hearted 
American people, through Con
gress, for the early and totnl abol
ishment of the Indian bureau, so 
far as it pertains to the Chippewa 
Indians of Minnesota, was pre
sented. 

Another resolution asking that 
all adult citizens of less than full 
blood be given their property, both 

Cato Sells, U. S. Indian Com 
missioner, got very much *fussed 
up1 recently when some of the 
congressmen wanteU the handling 
of Indian matters in Minnesota in
vestigated. Mr. Sells apparently 
takes the attitude that ne is some 
despot and believes in the dictum 
that "the king can do no wrong." 
The trouble with Mr. Sells seems 
to be that he is already saturated 
with the paternal system of caring 
fqr Uncle Sana's so called wards, 
and he regents very much anyone 
differing with his idea of doing 
things. Mr. Sells needs to be set 
in his place by someone, even 
though that may be President 
Wilson.—Detroit Record. 

High* you are, brother Bene-
hoof, "some despot" is proper and 
fitting for the present supervisory 
bead of the Indian bureau who 
seems insistent that its pernicious 
policy of "dominance and segre 
gation" shall prevail among the 
Mignesota Chippewas and this 
decidedly contrary to the initial 
precepts of the Constitution like
wise seriously depressive and de
moralising to the progressive in 
terests of the Chippewas generally. 
And as much may be said of Mr. 
Cato Sells' autocratic henchman 
presiding at the White Earth 
agency. Yes, it is high time that 
some of the Indian bureau megal
omaniacs "be set in their proper 
place by some one, even though 
that mav be President Wilson," 
or other qualified source for that 
matter at long at they a n "set in 
place" or pat out of place and the 
sooner this is done the better. 

ference by administrative officers, 
and that competent full-bloods be 
given the same legal right, and 
that the property Of incompetents 
and minors be turned over to 
properly appointed legal guardi
ans was also presented. 
v The abolishment of unnecessary 
day and boarding schools, also un 
necessary outposts, was recom
mended in a resolution calling for 
economy in the administration of 
Indian affairs. Resolutions re 
garding the care of sick and crip
pled Indians were also presented. 

The Tomahawk", believed to be 
only paper in the United States 
representing an Indian organiza
tion, was accepted as the official 
organ of the Minnesota Chippe
was. It is published at White 
Earth. Reciting innumerable al
leged injustices against the Chip
pewa Indians of Minnesota, the 
Legislative Committee of the Gen
eral Council, devoted much time 
to explaining-progress made in 
recovering Indian claims amount
ing to millions of dollars. 

Bemidji was the scene of ex
ceptional Indian activities all week 
and when and the convention ot' 
the Minnesota Chippewa. Council 
opened Tuesday morning, there 
were about 250 Indians in the city. 
Of that number, 120 were regular 
delegates to the Chippewa Council, 
and the others, under the direction 
qf James I Coffey, of the Fond 
du Lac reservation, near Ball 
Club, Minn., started a "rump" 
convention at the IJIko theatre. 
The convention of (he regular 
Council was held at the city hall. 

The delegates to the regular 
Council were seated Tuesday, and 
toward evening the regular busi 
ness matters of the Council were 
taken up, John G. Morrison, Jr., 
of Red Lake, president of the 
Council, presiding. At the "rump" 
convention, Coffey was in charge 
and devoted the entire afternoon 
Tuesday to a speech. to the dele
gates. The "rump" convention 
went into an evening session, but 
but broke up at 2 o'clock Wednes 
day morning, and the delegates 
returned to their homes, apprant-
ly having accomplished nothing. 

When the delegates were being 
seated at the regular council, sev
eral of the men duly elected by 
their various reservations, left the 

vention, with the result that the 
other delegates elected men to take 
their places and they will be out 
their expense money and other 
compensation. It is said that 
jealousy on the part of Coffey was 
responsible for the split in the 
convention. The regular officers 
of the Chippewa Council claimed 
that the Indians attending the 
convention under Coffey were not 
duly elected by the Chippewas of 
Minnesota, and that therefore they 
will not be entitled to compensa
tion or expense money. 

The reservations represented at 
the Council were: Red Like, Nett 
Lake, White Earth, Cass Lake, 
Grand Portage, White Oak Point, 
Leech Lake, Fond du Lac and 
Mille Lacs. 

Among the important business 
matters to come before the Council 
was the report of the Legislative 
Committee, which for several 
months has been at Washington 
attending to the affairs of the 
Minnesota Chippewas and seeking 
to secure legislation for the benefit 
of the Iudians of this state. 

The Minnesota Chippewas sre 
the.. only Indians in the entire 
United States who are working 
through an organization for the 
betterment of conditions of their 
tribe, and their progress is being 
watched with a great deal of in
terest by the other Indians of the 
nation. If the Minnesota Indians 
are successful in securing the 
money claimed to be due them, it 
may mean that other tribes 
throughout the United States will 
take up their various grievances 
with the government in a similar 
manner. The Legislative Com
mittee made its report to the 
Council on Wednesday. 

The committee reported that 
claims for money claimed to be 
due for timber and lands sold by 
the Chippewas under the treaty of 
1889, amounting to $25,000,000, 
and claims under other treaties 
have been made. The Indians al
lege that under the treaty they 
were to receive $4 a thousand feet 
for white pine and $1.25 an acre 
for agricultural land, and that the 
shrewd white men classified thous
ands of acres of timber land as 
agricultural, obtaining free as 
much as 2,000,000 feet of timber 
on a single section. 

The committee reported the in
troduction of a bill for a jurisdic
tional act, authorizing the Chip
pewas to present claims before the 
court of claim" °f t n e United 
States for damages sustained on 
account of unfulfilled treaties. 
They also reported that they had 
demanded an investigation of the 
Indian bureau, regarding the 
affairs of the Chippewas of Minne-
sota, and reported that they had 
brought charges of fraudulent ex
penditures of Chippewa funds 
aginst that department. 

Members of Congress reported 
to be vigorously supporting the 
investigation are Congressman 
Charles D. Carter, of Oklahoma; 
Clarence B. Miller, Harold Knot-
son, Fianklin K. Ellsworth and 
Halvor Steeoerson. of Minnesota; 
Congresswoman Janette Rankin, 
of Montana. Senator Frank B. 
Kellogg, of Minnesota, it also a 
strong supporter. The members 
of the Chippewa Legislative Com
mittee are: John W. Carl, B. L. 
Fairbanks, Frank D. Beaulieu, 
Henry*Warren and Frank Broker, 
of White Earth; X. J. Head, of 
Red Lake—Bemidji Sentinel. 

Mee-qwaitch, Thanks 
Awfully. 

In behalf of the General Council, 
Minnesota Chippewas, THE TOMA

HAWK, which has been established 
by the said Council as "the official 
organ of the Minnesota Chippe 
was," desires to respectfully ex 
tend its grateful and unstinted 
appreciation to the municipality 
and populace generally of the pro
gressive City of the Pines, Bemid 
ji, for the very gracious welcome 
and "freedom of the city" so gen
erously accorded the members of 
the said Council and during the 
session just closed. We should be 
ungrateful did we omit to extend 
a big share of our grateful thanks 
to mine host C. C. Lyckan, of the 
Hotel Markhara, for gracious and 
generous hospitality tendered, like
wise the warm, genial courtesy, 
the "make you feel at home" kind, 
and which makes one feel that this 
good old world is a fit place to live 
in after all, even for an injun. 

Unify nf Purpose Through 
Publicity. 

Some time ago we picked up a 
copy of Collier's Weekly upon the 
cover of which was a quotation 
from Wythe William's article. 
Emblazoned there in large type 
was this injunction: "This is a 
citizens* war and if the citizens are 
not kept posted on what the army 
is doing, the stagnation will gef 

worse and worse until the war 
indefinitely prolonged, if not lost." 
Shall we dare translate this into 
terms of an injunction to Congress 
regarding Indian affairs? Will it 
be proper for us to say: "This In
dian business is a struggle for 
citizenship, and if the potential 
citizens are not kept posted on 
what the Indian Bureau and the 
Government service armies are 
doing, the stagnation of Indian 
intellect, sensibility aud will, will 
get worse and worse, until the 
struggle for citizenship is indefi
nitely prolonged,—if not forever 
deferred*" 

If the Indian Department is to 
be democracized it must cut out its 
secrecy and let the Indiana, the 
people vitally concerned, know 
exactly what it is doing and why. 
More than this it must actually 
ask for cooperation and get it 
spontaneously because of a real 
incentive which it reveals. 

Cooperation will not be secured 
for autocrat^, save by their hire
lings and slaves. Under a demo 
era tic system it will come because 
the hoped for reward is seen 
ahead. There will be a sharing of 
responsibility and a real acquire
ment of experience. The Indians 
will cooperate when they are posi
tive of the Department's absolute 
fairness. To get this cooperation 
there must be a disposition on the 
part of the Indian Department not 
only to give the public the facta 
but to give the Indians a real part 
in the struggle for the goal. By 
this is meant an independent part 
aud not a hand-leading. "I never 
knew how tofind my way around 
New York as long as my father 
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>CKET 
BILLIARDS 

Cigars & Tobacco, 
Soft Drinks, 

Confections, 
1 carry a full line of 
Cigars, Cigarretts and 
Tobacco. A good place 
to spend the evening. 

Come in and get acquainted. 

6E0. J. JOHNSON, Prop. 
White Earth, Minn. 

Finest line of 

Stationery 
and 

School 
Supplies 

MAGAZINE 
Subscriptions. 

Wage's Stationery Store. 
White Earth, Minn. 
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.Now is the time 

subscription. 
to pay - that 
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When you want 
the best 

In Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, Footwear, etc., call on 
us. 
We're right here every day in the year (except Sunday) to supply you | 
with any an3 everything you may need in 

place and went tothe "ramp" con [$1.50. 
Read THE TOMAHAWK, 52 issues 

IKE BEST AND PUREST GROCERIES IN THE MARKET. 

TheB.L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

White Earth, - - Hinnesota. 

ST 

1 

• 


