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The Early 
Bird 

(Copyright, 1918, by the McClure Newspa
per Syndicate.) * 

In the spring u young man's fancy 
lightly turns to thoughts of a new suit. 
Thus Charlie Emerson emerged one 
Sunday morning when the sun was 
swelling the buds, and a gentle spring 
wind was playing tunefully In the 
porch lattices, arrayed in a suit of pale 
gray with hat to match, gloves of a 
modish tan, English shoes of most ex
pensive leather, and a walking stick. 

Charlie's thoughts had lightly turned 
to thoughts of love long before the 
snow was off the ground,''and the 
spring regalia was intended to impress 
the recipient of his affections. 

Louise Jones was the girl he adored, 
but Louise being pretty and everything 
a girl of nineteen should be had not 
reciprocated the feeling with the in
tensity that Charlie craved. It is so 
unsatisfactory to be told, that you are 
a dear nice fellow and that you're liked 
all to pieces, but that some one hasn't 
time to be bothered these busy days. 

He never sent her a pound of candy 
that some one hadn't "beaten him to 
It."-and sent two. It was the same 
thing with flowers. Some other fel
low always got In first. 

The "other fellow," the thorn that 
pricked unendurably, was Roscoe 
Wright, and Roscoe Wright also had 
the ama?.ir.« affrnntery to be Charlie's 

Kitty Sat Right Beside Him. 

"superior in the office, at a salary-that 
quite warranted the extra expenditure 
in offerings at milady's shrine. So it 
kept Charlie busy trying to put his 
best foot foremost to keep up with his 
more substantial rival. The new 
spring suit was a happy inspiration. 
It was almost unseasonab':- ifly, but 
Charlie had learned the truth of sev
eral axioms in his courting, among 
others that the early bird catches the 
worm. There should be a corollary to 
this, however, for foolish young lov
ers, that he also sometimes catches 
cold. For of course with the sun and 
wind so balmy it would be quite awful 
to eclipse the radiance of his new 
wardrobe with an overcoat. Besides 
Charlie had had to use the scissors on 
the stopping place of his overcoat 
sleeves several times of late. 

In church, Charlie gazing reverent
ly, not dt the Reverend Mr. Smtth 
in the pulpit, but at the back of 
Louise's blond head, did not see the 
admiration in Kitty Park's eyes. Kitty 
sat right beside him in the pew. 

Kitty Park had always sat beside 
him in church, and lived next door to 
him at heme. So of course to Charlie 
she was Just Kitty Park. She was 
taken for granted quite as much as the 
sycamore tree on the lawn, or the 
chimney on the roof. She was some
thing that had always been and always 
would be—a fixture. 

Kitty, was very pretty. Up to the 
time of the Jones' advent to town she 
had been the acknowledged town beau
ty. But being domestic and somewhat 
shy, she had affected none of the em
bellishments that usually attract the 
gullible male, as had Louise Jones 
So the palm had passed from Kitty to 
Louise without the former knowing 
that she had ever owned it. 

The fact that Roscoe Wright*was 
not at church was both balm and net
tles to Charlie's soul. Nettles because 
his new outfit had lost half of Its in
tended triumph, balm because he saw 
an unobstructed opportunity of walk
ing home with Louise. 

The bright colors In the art glass 
window toward the sun turned sud
denly somber and darkened steadily as 
a shadow crossed the path of old Sol's 
rays, followed quickly by another. 
Then a tiny whistle of wind became 
barely audible. Increasing slowly and 
steadily, however, until the benediction 
tested the powers of Mr. Smith's al
ways powerful voice. An Icy breath 
pervaded the church. The janitor had 
long before slipped In and closed the 
red and blue transoms. 

Charlie, with a chill creeping slowly 
up and down his spine, tried to look-
stoically Indifferent to the change of 
temperature. A man of the world, he 
argued, always took things as they 
cane. If the weather changed, that 
was up to the weather. He was all 
right. 

But Kitty Park noticed with alarm 
that the line around his lips was draw

ing . tigfit. and his whole face had a 
blue look. She had heard him cough 
in the night, his window facing hers, 
and she had a conviction ho was try
ing to suppress a cough now. 

At last churcb was out! And of 
course anybody with the sense of a 
newly hatched egg would have gone 
straight home, taken a hot bath and 
rub down and a hot lemonade, put on 
a warm house robe and stayed in all 
day. But then that person didn't 
think he was in love with a pretty girl 
who lived on the other side of town 
nor had he squandered n month's sal
ary on a new spring outfit to flaunt 
before the adored one's eyes. Charlie 
was not going to hide his light under 
a busrel even if old Boreas had taken 
sides against him. Sun or clouds, 
warm jiephyrs or scurrying snow, 
Charlie was going home with Louise, 
and he did. It was snowing in spells 
and the wind was so violent by this 
time they had to stand close to the 
houses while the heaviest gusts passed. 

Louise was inclined to be merry, al
though conversation was difficult. She 
teased Charlie about rushing the sea
son, but owned up that he looked nice, 
and she always did like gray for men. 
If you can strain any sentiment out of 
that you're a miracle, but Charlie's 
soul sailed straight into the last heaven 
of delight. 

And when arrived at her own front 
porch she asked him In, Charlie was 
ecstatic beyond reply. How did he 
know that, like Kitty, she knew that 
he must be cold, and as she said after
wards, how could she let the poor 
thing stand out there like a fleeced 
sheep and freeze to death? 

Now the Joneses had decided, for 
obvious reasons to do their painting 
and papering early on account of a. 
certain event which the world was 
soon to know would take place the last 
of April. And Saturday had seen the 
last oily coat of white applied to the 
living room paints. 

Louise turned to tell Charlie to be 
careful, but she was too late. From 
shoulders to cuff he was solid white/ 
At the same Instant her horrified eyes 
fell on the new Boston pup who was 
just disappearing under the victoria 
seat in the hall with the new pearl-
gray hat. 

"Oh, Charlie, I'm so sorry," cried 
Louise. "I should hove told you about 
the paint. But I was so busy thinking 
of th,e other thing I wanted to tell you 
that the paint went out of my head. 
You see—you see—we're fixing up for 
—for the wedding. My wedding. Ros-
coe and I are to be married next 
month. Are—aren't you surprised? 
Won't you congratulate .me?" 

But Charlie took his hat, stick, 
spring clothes and coat of pain*, off 
Without expressing an opinion. 

He'd have had pneumonia but for 
Kitty Park. HJs family were all away, 
so was Kitty's mother, but she heard 
him coughing when he came home. 

So domestic Kitty, a born nurse, 
took him in hand and sent for the doc
tor, nnd between them they pulled poor 
Charlie out of the grave. 

One evening In real springy Kitty 
was out watering her sweet peas, when 
Charlie came Into tBe yard. \ 

"Say, Kitty, have you heard the 
news. I've got Roscoe Wright's old 
place at the office. He's gone to New 

4 York." 
"Oh, Charlie, I'm so glad. I love to 

have you get' along and get the things 
you want." 

"Do you? Then there's n favor you 
can do me." * 

"What?" ( 
"Marry me. Pve loved you all my 

life, but never knew It till that fooj 
Sunday I ** 

"Never mind, don't say It, dea?," 
whispered Kitty. "I've loved you al
ways, too, only I did not know it, 
either, you see." 

Money Well Spent. 
A new York paper tells this story of 

the strange and unheard-of conduct of 
a certain editor whom he Is wise 
enough not to identify: 

"The editor had read some newspt> 
per stories of a certain reporter. They 
were better than the average newspa
per story, but not the type for maga
zines. But the editor asked the re
porter to send him a story. He did 
and received a glowing wire, saying in 
effect that the story was a masterpiece, 
and a check. With-the check was a 
request for more stories. The stories 
came and the second, third, fourth and 
fifth stories appeared, but not the first 
story. Months later the certain editor 
and the certain reporter met. The lat
ter asked what had happened to his 
first story. The certain editor answer
ed: 'It was the worst thing I have 
ever read. Yes, I paid you for It and 
wired you that It was magnificent. 
Do you suppose that I wanted to put 
out the^park that IJcnew would soon 
be a great light? I Invested that praise 
and that money in you because I felt 
that when you had confidence In your
self you would make-good. And you 
made good."* 

, Natural Freaks. 
Double nuts often grow on the wal

nut, chestnut and hickory trees, but 
these are more frequently double 
only on the* outer covering, with an 
111 shaped Interior and kernels that 
are deformed.' 

Double cocoanuts are deemed a 
wonderful curiosity among the natives 
of the lands where they grow. They 
are highly priced as charms against 
disease and other calamities, and are 
kept for centuries by some tribes. 

The best explanation of such freaks 
is that they are due to the peculiar 
manner In which the fertilising pol
len Is caught and retained. The posi
tion of the fruit or nut may have 
some effect on Jts growth In double 
form, and In the case of vegetables 
this factor is doubtless responsible 
for • large percentage of the doubles. 

"BEST MEDICINE 
FOR WOMEN" 

• « 

What Lydia E. Pinkham'f 
Vegetable, Compound Did 

For Ohio Woman. 

Portsmouth, Ohio.—"I suffered from 
irregularities, pains in my side and was 

so weak at tuns* I 
could hardly g a t 
around to do my 
work, and as I had 
four in my family 
and three boarders 
it made it very hard 

• for me. Lydia E. 
Pinkham's Vege
table Compound 
was recommended 
to me. r took it 
and it has restored 
my health. It is 
certainly the beet 

medicine for woman's ailments I ever 
saw."—Mrs. SARA SHAW, R. No. 1, 
Portsmouth, Ohio. 

Mrs. Shaw proved the merit of this 
medicine and wrote this letter in order 
that'other suffering women may find 
relief as she did. 

Women who are suffering as she was 
should not drag along from day to day 
without giving this famous root and 
herb remedy, Lydia E. Pinkham's Vege
table Compound, a trial. For special 
advice in regard to such ailments write 
to LydiaE. Pinkham Medicine Co.,Lynn, 
Mass.' The result of its forty yean 
experience is at your service. 
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One benefit of the war is that It has 
Induced consumers to study foods and 
food values. 

REALLY WAS SILLY OF HER 

But. Mrs. Pruke Seemed Somehow to 
Have Got the Wrong Idea 

Altogether. 

'•Pound of margarine, two pounds of 
cheese, a—" commenced Mrs. Pruke. 

The proprietor of the village store 
hastened to interrupt the lady. "You'll 
really have to cut your order down," 
he said. "I can't supply peacetime 
quantities. There's a war on, you 
know." 

Mrs. Pruke did some lightning cal
culations on a piece of sugar paper. 

"Itight-o," she answered blithely. 
"Two ounces o' margarine, quarter o* 
cheese, four leches o' white tape, and 
half a pair o' number five carpet slip
pers. Thanks for reminding me about 
the war. It had quite slipped my mem
ory. I'd gotrthe Idea Into my head that 
m. husband and my two boys had gone 
to* France looking for mushrooms."— 
London Tit-Bits. 

Japan Wants Sheep. 
With a view to ultimately making 

Japan self-supporting In regard to sup
plies of wool, the Japanese government 
has set aside In the budget of the next 
financial year a fund of $150,000 for 
encouraging sheep breeding. Accord
ing to an explanation made in the diet 
the sheep at present in Japan are not 
of good stock, being bred from those 
Imported Into Japan many years ago. 
Moreover, they number less than 4,000 
and the annual output of wool Is very 
small. 

Quite Enough. 
"You can't fool the people all the 

time." "I don't want to fool *ein all 
the time," declared the alleged states
man. "Just a few weeks before elec
tion will do me." 

Hot Weather Poisons 
Hit The Stomach First 

How to Keep Your Stomach 
4n Strong, Cool and Sweet 

Hot weather always starts those 

Suick chemical changes which pro-
uce poisons in meats, fish, fruits, 

vegetables, milk and food products. 
Such summer poisons in foods not 

only make well stomachs sick but de
velop with dangerous rapidity in 
sensative, sick or ailing stomachs and 
bowels. 

These poisons not only generate 
gases and fluids which cause that 
bloated, lumpy feeling, heartburn, sour 
stomach, belching, acidity, but endless 
other stomach and bowel miseries. 
"A sure, safe, quick acting relief has 

been found which absorbs and neu
tralizes these poisons, too much acid 
and harmful gases. EATONIO Tab
lets, one or two taken after every meal, 
will keep your stomach sweet. You 
will have a good appetite to eat what 
you like, when you want it and bs 

Up Against It. 
"Out of work? But nobody can be 

out of work these days." 
"I was a railroad president." 

If wishes were horses there would 
be no room on earth for automobiles. 

His shady character never kept a 
man cool. 

free from all those bad effects liable to 
come after a hearty meal in summer. 

EATONIO Tablets are hot weatber protce-
ton for the stomach. They guard against lb* 
germs that lark; in the things you eat aval 
drink. They rebuild listless appetites, pro
mote digestion by aiding proper action of tba 
stomach functions and insure speedy relief 
from indigestion and all stomach distress. 

EATONIO Is good to eat like candy. People 
from all over6end grateful testimonials. Tcn» 
of thonsands are obtaining relief witk-
EATONIO every day but the best evidence ft» 
to let yourownstomach tell you the truth. Oa 
to your druggist and get a big box of 
EATONIO. Tell him you want it for the pre
vention and sure relief of stomach and bowel 
disorders produced by hot weather polsona. 

Then if EATONIO falls to satisfy you-re-
turn it to your druggist, whom you know andr 
can trust. He will cbeerfuUy refund yonr 
money. If your druggist doesn't keea-
EATONIO—drop us a postal. It will be de
livered to your address and you can tbe»-
pay for it. Address. H. I.. Kramer, Pre** 
1018 8. Wabash Ave.. Chicago, 111. 

Genius Defined. 
Gonitis may he defined as an ability 

to do witli little trouble that which* 
cannot be done by the ordinary maa. 
with any amount of trouble—Spen
cer. 

Kindness Is necessary in the mas* 
who would make a success with live) 
stock. 

Are the Packers Profiteers? 
Plain Facts About the Meat Business 

r' 

The Federal Trade Commission in its recent report on war 
profits, stated that the five large meat packers have been 
profiteering and that they have a monopoly of the market. 

These conclusions, if fair and just, are matters of serious 
concern not only to those engaged in the meat packing 
business but to every other citizen of our country. 

The figures given on profits are misleading and the state
ment that the packer^ have a monopoly is unsupported by 
the" facts. 

The packers mentioned in the report stand ready to prove 
their profits reasonable and necessary. 

The meat business is one of the largest American indus
tries. Any citizen who would familiarize himself with its 
details must be prepared for large totals. 

The report states that the aggregate profits of four largo 
packers were $140,000,000 for the three war years. 

This sum is compared with $19,000,000 as the average 
annual profit for the three years before the war, making it 
appear that the war profit was $121,000,000 greater than 
the pre-war profit. 

This compares a three-year profit with a one-year profit—a 
manifestly unfair method of comparison. It is not only 
misleading, but the Federal Trade Commission apparently 
has made a mistake in the figures themselves. 

o 0 • 

The aggregate three-year profits of $140,000,000 was 
earned on sales of over four and a half billion dollars. It 
means about three cents on each dollar of sales—or a mere 
fraction of a cent per pound of product. 

Packers' profits are a negligible factor in prices of live 
stock and meats. No other large business is conducted 

upon such small margins of profit. 
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Furthermore—and this is very important—only a small 
portion of this profit has been paid in dividends. The 
balance has been put back into the businesses. It bad to 
be, as you realize when you consider the problems the 
packers have had to solve—and solve quickly—during these 
war years. 

To conduct this business in war times, with higher costs 
and the necessity of paying two or three times the former 
prices for live stock, has required the use of two or three 
times the ordinary amount of working capital. The addi-

-

tional profit makes only a fair return on this, and as has 
been stated, the larger portion of the profits earned has 
been used to finance huge stocks of goods and to provide 

-additions and improvements made necessary by the enor
mous demands of our army and navy and the allies. 

If you art . business man you will appreciate the signifi
cance of these facts. If you are unacquainted with busi
ness, talk this-matter over with some business acquaint
ance—with your banker, say—and ask him to compare 
profits of the packing industry with those of any other 
large industry at the present time. 

No evidence is offered by the Federal Trade Commission 
in support of the statement that tho large packers have a 
monopoly. The Commission's own report shows the large 
number and importance of other packers. 

t 

The packers mentioned in the statement stand ready to 
prove to any fair-minded person that they are in keen 
competition with each other, and that they have no power 
to manipulate prices. 

If this were not true they would not dare to make this 
positive statement. 

Furthermore, government figures show that the five large 
packers mentioned in the report account for only about 
one-third of the meat business of the country. 

They wish it were possible to interest you in the details of 
their business. Of how, for instance, they can sell dressed 
beef for less than the cost of the live animal, owing to 
utilization of by-products, and of the wonderful story of 
the methods of distribution throughout this broad land, as 
well as in other countries. 

The five packers mentioned feel justified in co-operating 
with each other to the extent of together presenting this 
public statement 

They have been able to do a big job for your government 
in its time of need; they have met all war time demands 
promptly and completely and they are willing to trust their 
case to the fairmindedness of the American people with 
the facts before them. 
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Armour & Company 
Cudahy Packing Co. 
Morris & Company 
Swift & Company 
Wilson & Company 
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