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Playgrounds for Children Are Big Neces
sity to Conserve Health 

By CI IARLES E. HUGHES. FormerGoveraor of New York State 

The successful worker must have the spirit of play 
in his heart, and the successful man is only a boy with 
a man's experience. He must have the zest, the devo
tion, the spirit of comradeship, the capacity for self-
forgetfulnes\ the boy's wholesome outlook upon life, 
if he is to do a man's work in the world. How are we 
to save civilization from being caught in its own toils? 
How are we to preserve childhood from being too early 
drawn into the contests of life ? How are we in our 
great urban population to make possible the spirit of 

_ play, the opportunities for childish sports which are 
-essential to the development of normal manhood,and womanhood? To 
-the solution of that problem you are devoting your study with no little 
measure of success already attained. I cannot aid you by experience or 
suggestion, but I bid you godspeed from the bottom of my heart. 

We want play—simply play, for the children of our great cities. 
Those who are fortunate enough to live in the country have in their own 
lomes the playground. The orchard, the meadow, the brook, the swim
ming pool, the near-by wood, constitute the never-failing source for grati
fying the appetites, the normal appetites, of childhood in the country. 
And with what feeling akin to despair do we look upon the growing 
thousands teeming in the congested quarters of our cities, with the slight 
opportunities of the roadway to take the place of the open country! 

We do not think of them in their early years alone, but we look, for
ward to the time when they come to play the parts of men and women 
i n the world, and we wonder what is to be the future. Is their experi
ence of life merely to be that of the hard taskmaster, the struggle for 
bare existence? Is the growing feeling of discontent to be accentuated 
and increased because of abnormal deprivation? 

"We want playgrounds for children in order that we may conserve 
the health of our people. A great deal is being done in these days to 
protect us against the spread of disease. We are fighting with intelli
gence and with new-found zeal the great white plague, but the dread 
disease of tuberculosis must be successfully fought by developing stamina, 
physical strength, through exercise in all the physical activities. We must 
nourish that strength in childhood. We do not want simply hospitals 
and pavilions and notices giving instructions to those who are unfamiliar 
with necessary precaution. We want to'save the health of our children, 
«o that we may nurture a strong, well-favored community. That is the 
surest way to stamp out disease. • ' w 

Autocratic Rulers of Germany Proven Most 
Inhuman and Tyrannical Enemies 

By BARTOW A. ULRICH 
Aether of "Abraham Lincoln-' and "Cooatitutioaal Government" 

William II, king of Prussia, and the constitutional president of the 
iQerman empire, with the nominal title of "emperor," proved at first to 
be an advocate of peace, and was a popular ruler up to the commence
ment of the war precipitated with savage haste, after long premedita
tion and preparation. His entire peace pretentions were deceptive and 
hypocritical. He and the autocratic rulers of the twenty-five states of 
Germany, meeting .secretly in the bundesrath, behind locked doors, delib-
«rately planned the hellish scheme of deluging Europe in blood, fire and 
desolation. They have surpassed the most treacherous devices of Mac-
«hiavelli, as depicted in, his celebrated, brutal book, "The Prince." 

So far the German states, headed by the emperor-king, William II, 
have been the most destructive, inhuman, tyrannical and treacherous 
onemies of the human race which the world has ever known. 

Emperor William II, under the German constitution, possesses the 
power to control these forces, to stop or continue the carnage, and to 
enforce civilized methods of warfare. He has misused and still is mis
using the powers given into, his hands, without any effort on his part, 
through-the previous labors and devices of Bismarck and the former 
Icings of Prussia. He has trod the continent of Europe like an imper
sonation of Satan, the arch-demon of destruction, trampling men, women 
and children in the blood-soaked mire, beneath his cloven hoof. 

The great conflict now raging in Europe between the central powers 
and the United States and its allies is a war of democracy against des
potic military autocracy, which fights to rule the world. 

This new entente, including the United States, is not only fighting 
i ts own battles, but it is also indirectly fighting the cause of democracy, 
including Germany, heretofore dominated by the Hohenzollern dynasty, 
"which has gradually absorbed the greater part of the German empire. 

In a book entitled "The Psychology of the Kaiser," by Morton Prince, 
i t is. stated that in the consciousness of the kaiser there is nothing 
that is more dominant than his increasing and violent antipathy to the 
.great body of citizens constituting no less than one-third of the empire, 
namely, the social democrats. 

The empire of Germany is ruled by the representatives of the old 
Hohenzollern family, with centuries of aggressive wars to its credit, 
or discredit, through Prussia, which they control and which comprises 
two-thirds of Germany. The question now arises, can Prussia and the 
other German states stem the rising tide of democracy which is sweeping 
all before it? Are not the people of the central powers weary of the rule 
and oppression of kings, emperors and czars? 

fl Conservation of Wool, Linen and Even 
1 Cotton, Is a Prime Necessity 

By MBS EMMA PECHT. 

Conservation of wool, linen, and even cotton, is a prime necessity 
aince so much of these materials is used by the government in equip* 
meat of the United States armed forces. 

Conservation of these materials lies in using that which is already 
on hand. Nearly all homes are abundantly supplied with old clothing 
which is oat of date. This can be remodeled. Good care should be given 
to all clothing, including careful cleaning, pressing and storing. 

Women should learn the true value of good silk, and insist on buy
ing only good silk. This will create a demand for pure silk. Make it 
the practical, fashionable fabric and the government will have the other 
much-needed materials for its own use. 
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Fortified Pass Near Afghanistan Border. 

A
FGHANISTAN ' Is a buffer 
state and a prize Germany 
would like to control. For It 
is a broad door to India. The 

entente-versus-Teuton contest for its 
adherence is a gamble as delicate as 
the spin of a wheel. This contest may 
turn on a single throw of the dice. 
It is not a question of influencing pub-
He sentiment through a thousand and 
one'approaches, any one of which may 
be abandoned if proved a mistake 
without jeopardizing the other thou
sand, writes Basanta Koomar Roy in 
Asia. The stakes are laid on the per
sonality of one individual—the Amir 
of Afghanistan. He is astute, ambi
tious, conscious of the balance of pow
er he holds, and not unlearned In the 
art of watching the turn of world 
events. If this is soil for intrigue and 
influence, the pretty gamble between 
the Briton and the German, which at 
one period of the war was at high 
tension, can hardly be considered final
ly settled, though the British claim 
that tLe game Is much In their favor 
at the present time. 

Next to Turkey, Afghanistan is the 
strongest country in the Mohammedan 
world. It is, like Switzerland, a moun
tain fastness, and this has given, it its 
independence as a buffer state. Its 
people are fierce fighters, a quality 
the British Raj had occasion to test 
in the two Afghan wars of 1840-41 and 
1878-79. The dangerous nature of the 
country's topography was also discov
ered at this time. Afghanistan has 
an area of 250,000 square miles, inside 
which both Germany and Bulgaria 
could easily be placed. s 

The population is 6,000,000, or as 
large as that of Holland. The 
Aimaks, Ghllzais, Hazars, Kafirs, 
Pathans, Tojiks and the Uzbegs are 
the principal races of the population. 
The great majority of the Afghans-
are Mohammedans of the Sunni sect, 
but there is no such bitter animosity 
between the Shlas and the Sunnis as 
between these sects in India. The 
Afghan chronicles call the people Beni-
Israil, and the people claim descent 
from Saul, whom they call Talmut. 
Nine years after the proclamation of 
the mission of Mohammed, the Af
ghans sent a deputation under Kais 
to Medina. The members of the depu
tation were converted to Mohamme
danism. On their return home, the 
Afghans embraced the new faith, and 
evep today high-caste Afghans feel 
proud to claim descent from Kais. 

Afghan Has Fine Characteristics. 
The Afghan is of a remarkable race. 

With long beard and flowing hair, he 
walks with majestic step. He is kind, 
hospitable, grateful. He will do any
thing for a benefactor, but is corre
spondingly severe with the treacher
ous, or avowed enemies. He is hand-
Bome, hard-working, and capable of en
during long privations. He has the 
desperr*e fearlessness of the Gurkah 
—a terrible fighter—and the strong, 
sinewy and stalwart physique of the 
Sikh. He is a horn horseman, an ex
cellent shot, and uncompromisingly fa
talistic He is exceedingly patriotic, 
and guards the freedom and the honor 
of his country as jealously as he 
guards the honor of his wife or wives, 
as the case may be. His fearlessness, 
fatalism, physical strength and' patri
otic fervor make him a splendid sol
dier. 

Agriculture is the main occupation 
of the people. They have a remark
able system of irrigation, and every 
acre of fertile land is under cultiva
tion. The products of the farms in
clude wheat, barley, rice, lentils, to
bacco, millet, sugar cane, lumber, cot
ton, grapes, castor-oil seeds, berries. 
Industry is undeveloped, yet the coun
try is rich in mineral resources, par
ticularly Iron and coal; gold, silver, 
copper and lead; antimony, sulphur. 
The industries include the making of 
carpets, felts, silks and articles from 
goats' and camels' hair. Afghanistan 
Imports every year from India a total 
of $2,721,000 worth of goods; her Im
ports from Bokhara alone reach to $2,-
100,000. Exports to India amount to 
RO35.O00. 

It Is a Paternal Monarchy. 
The government of Afghanistan Is 

u> absolute, but a paternal, monarchy. 
The Amir Is the executive and the Ju
dicial bead of the stale. He has a 
council which Is composed cf Moham
medan priests, noblemen and the rep
resentatives of the people. This coun
cil la divided Into an upper and lower 
boose, He has cabinet ministers, bat 

let pec nailed to give aay advice 
for I t Bat, quite unlike 

the custom of the kings of the West, 
this absolute monarch of Afghanistan 
is accessible even to the humblest 
peasant of the kingdom for redress of 
wrongs. The Kazis act as judges. 
It may be noted here that drinking liq
uor Is absolutely forbidden in Afghan* 
istan, and violation may be punished 
by death. 

Afghanistan has no outlet to the sea 
and hence no navy. But the para
mount factor in its life is its state ol 
military preparedness. Out of politi
cal and military chaos a new Afghan
istan has been created by the supreme 
genius of Abdur Rahman, the late fa
ther of the present Amir. He foughl 
his way to the throne of Afghanistan, 
and immediately after his recognition 
set himself to reorganizing the scat
tered forces of the army. He hired 
Turkish officers to train his officers and 
to drill his men. He built forts all 
over his kingdom, especially along it* 
frontiers. He established arsenals 
two of which, those at Kabul and He
rat, were under German military ex
perts for some time. Abdur Rahman 
used his subsidy money in buying guns, 
rifles and munitions of war from the 
British. He built storehouses through 
out his kingdom for storing foodstuffs 
to be used only in cases of emergency. 
He built strategic rouds—though there 
is not a single mile of railroad in 
Afghanistan—over some of the almost 
Impassable parts of his mountain king 
dom. 

ANT NURSES OF BUTTERFLIES 

Peculiar Relationship Which Natural 
ists Have Observed Between Crea

tures Which are Enemies. 

Ants and butterflies are not ordinar
ily on friendly terms, for ants have a 
ruthless custom of seizing and devour* 
ing their winged acquaintances. There 
Is, however, one species of butterfly 
the larvae of which are protected by 
the large black ants found in Indian 
gardens. 

The secret of this care lies in the 
fact that the larvae give out a sweet 
liquid of which the ants are very fond, 
and which they obtain by gently strok-
ing the little creatures with their an
tennae. At the foot Of a bush on 
which the larvae feed, the ants con
struct a temporary nest and are then 
ready to act as attentive nurses. 

About the .middle of June the ants 
are busy running about on this bush 
in search of the larvae, and driving 
them downward toward their own 
nest. When the prisoners reach their 
places, they at once fall into pupae. 
During this period, If the loose earth 
at the foot of the bush be scraped 
away, hundreds of larvae and pupae 
may be seen arranged in a broad even 
band about its trunk. 

In about a week the butterfly Is 
ready to come forth and is tenderly 
assisted to leave Its shell. If it is 
strong and healthy, it Is allowed to 
spread its wings and fly away, but 
should it prove delicate the ants exer
cise the utmost care in assisting it to 
the tree, and holding It there in safe
ty. It is a curious sight to watch these 
fragile creatures going about in per
fect confidence among the fierce ants, 
which have, however, by no means 
adopted the profession of nursing for 
the love of It, for when the larvae of 
another species are thrown among 
them they immediately set upon them 
and tear them In pieces. 
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Jury Sets Fancy Price on Young Lady's Big Toe 

NEW YORK.—Brooklyn is offering $17,500 for big toes. This Is believed to 
be the record price for such articles. As there is no present indication 

the offer will be increased, it looks like a good time for those persons wh? 
are in need of money to exchange toes 

Paradise Worth Attaining, 
According to the Koran the soil of 

paradise is composed of musk and saf
fron, sprinkled with pearls and hya
cinths. The walls of the mansions are 
of gold and silver; the fruits are of a 
flavor and delicacy nnkncpvn to mor
tals. Numerous rivers flow through 
the paradise. Some are of wine, oth
ers of milk, honey and water. The 
pebbles are rubies and emeralds; the 
banks of musk, camphor and saffron. 
The meanest inhabitant of the Moham
medan paradise will have 80,000 serv
ants and 72 wives. Wine, though for
bidden on earth, will there be freely 
allowed and will not inebriate. 

Reminiscence. 
"Do you remember,** said ^arrmr 

Corntossel, "how you used to scold 
Josh for not comln' home to his meats 
regular T* 

Tea," replied his wife, "Josh Is 
bavin' his own way. 'Since he wint 
across, ail we kin do Is to keep the 
old farm busy and send his meals over 
to 

lt> BE WILLING TO 
HAVE 'm arr MY 
roe OFF K 
TH'KHEE 
FOR THAT 

)nucN-

for cash. Nearly everyone could get 
along with fewer toes, especially in 
these parts, where the car straps are 
hung so low on* doesn't need toes to 
stand on. Another thing about cashing 
In a few toes is that it will make no 
difference in your appearance. No one 
need know that your sudden prosperity 
is due to your having obtained an ab
solute divorce from»them. 

While the Brooklyn price referred 
to a big toe, no doubt you could ar
range to get a tidy sum for one of your smaller ones in case you don't feel 
like parting with either of your grown-up toes. Before chopping any of them 
off, however, it might be well to submit them to the supreme court jury of 12 
good men and true—or as much so as Brooklyn men can bt—who decided 
that the Coney Island and Brooklyn Railroad company ought to pay $17,500 
to Miss Fannie C. Ciamerllle for removing tte big toe of her left foot without 
first having obtained her permission. 

Miss Ciamerllle was greatly attached to the big toe until July 31, 1017. 
when, she alteges, she was permanently separated from it by being thrown 
from an open car. 

Immediately following the verdict those in the courtroom began specu
lating on how many toes they could spare and keep from tipping over. More 
than one man was heard to observe ho would be willing to have one of his 
toes cut off close to his knee for half the amount. 

Nothing in the evidence disclosed that Miss Clamerllle's big toe was other 
than the ordinary, matter-of-fnet, well-behaved big toe. No superior intelli
gence was claimed for it. There was no suggestion of It having been trained 
for any special purpose. 'In short, it was just a plain, honest, more-or-less 
blunt big toe, a toe that minded Its own business and did not Interfere with 
other toes. The fact that such a toe could earn that much money was what 
started the spectators figuring out how much income tax they would have to 
pay on certain amounts. 

Proving That When an Elephant Won't, She Won't 

NEW YORK.—There is nothing more exasperating—unless It be a hang
nail—than a homesick elephant. To this statement yardmen of the Long 

Island railroad and employees*of the Richards circus of Coney Island will 
attest individually and In chorus. 

Gwendolyn, one of the largest 
elephants of the herd, believes most 
firmly that her place Is in the home. 
That Is why she didn't start for Wis
consin the other day. That is also 
why she will probably not go at all 
until the railroad builds an elephant-
proof box car. 

Trunk to tall, with Gwendolyn 
leading, the Richards herd lurched 
down to the railroad yard the other 
morning, and there, before a box 

car specially fitted with mooring chains, her associates told Gwendolyn good-
by, warned her to be careful of fresh drummers and her complexion, and to 
be sure to tip the porter, and then tenrfally trumped back to the park. 

Gwendolyn was led aboard the car by her trainer and submitted to being 
tied fast. Then the door was closed and the trainer fled, pursued by Indig
nant trumpeting. 

A telephone call reached the parV before he did, nnd he retraced his 
steps to see Gwendolyn standing beside the ruins of the box car, with an 
Tm-not-golng-to-Wlsconsln" expression on her face. 

She rubbed the tip end of her snout on the trainer's arm and seemed glnd 
to see him, and her eyes roved over to where a group of rough railroad men 
were standing, and she gave them a haughty "I'm-a-lady" stare. There was 
nothing else to do, so the trainer led her back to her companions nnd then, 
went over to drink his breakfast. 

Memphis "Tabby" Is Stripped of Its Iron Cross 

MEMPHIS.—Glory be! The fair name of Memphis is saved from utter 
defamation. The black cat now wears a green necktie. Originally the 

black cat—the god of luck that presides over and lends dignity to the Black 
Cat lunch room at the Chi sen—had a 
maltese cross, symbol of ye undent 
crusader, suspended about its neck 
with a ribbou. 

Upon the menus of the restau
rant the black cat, bearing her deco
ration, appeared. Thus has it been 
since the time the Chlsca opened for 
business. 

Comes then a traveling man from 
Chicago and gazes upon the portrait 
of the aforesaid feline. Does he see '$&('* 
a Maltese cross? Hevings, no! TIs 
the Iron cross of Kaiser Bill he sees! So he just sat right down and took 
his pen in hand and urote Mr. Hoover a letter telling all about the German 
emblem which adorned the advertising matter of the Chlsca lunch room. 

Mr. Hoover writes back to the local food administrators and asked 'em 
how about It. The matter was referred to Bert Parker, as chairman of the 
Hotel and Restaurant Keepers' association, with instructions'to censure the 
Chisca for being so unpatriotic. 

Bert writ a letter, also, to Mr. Hoover and explained huccum the cat waa 
wearing a Maltese cross—the same antedating Kaiser Bill's bit of trinkery 
by several centuries. 

But—yesterday new menus appeared upon the scene and the nocturnal 
prowler of Inky hue now adorns its neck with a great bow of green ribbon. 

Matter of Pup's Ownership Is Quickly Settled 

BROOKLYN.—Desiring to learn more about the great world in which she 
lived. Beauty, a French poodle pup, wandered from the home of Mrs. 

Harry Kalman at 311 East Tenth street one morning last week. A few days 
later Mrs. Kalman saw the dog being 

I DOtfTctfiE 
WHO MYOrVflF* 

IS 

chaperoned by Mrs. Louis Silfln of 421. 
East Ninth street. Mrs. Silfln refused 
to surrender the poodle, so Mrs. Kal
man summoned her before Magistrate 
Ten Eyck in the Essex Market court. 

That put It up to Beauty, but the 
pup was not playing any favorites. 
She looked as Mrs. Kalman and the* 
at Mrs. Silfin as much as to say. 
"Fight it out between you!" 

Mrs. Kalman said the pup was a 
present from her "dearest friend." Mrs. 

Silfin said the poodle was hers end that it had been bought and paid for. 
The magistrate looked at Beauty and Beauty looked back at the magis

trate. The court was clearly in a quandary, when Mrs. Kalman's "dearest 
friend" entered court, leading Beauty's mother. 

Miss Beauty rushed Joyously over to Mrs. Beaaty, who regarded her with 
a look more of sorrow than of anger, which plainly conveyed the message: 
"My daughter, what brings you into this place?" 

Magistrate Tea Eyck told Mrs. Kalman to take Beauty home. 
"There Is unmistakable proof that b> Instinc* an animal 

•other;'* said the conn. 
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