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Deacon Strothers and bis wife 
were eating supper when she said to 
him across the table: 

"Moses, if I should die, would you 
marry again?" 

"Bless mfc, but what a question," he 
replied as he choked. 

"But I should like to know." 
"It ain't likely that I would." 
"You believe Til go to heaven when 

I die, don't you?" 
"Straight as a crow flies." 
"And how'd I feel lookin' down from 

heaven and seein' you around with an
other wife!" 

"But the angels in heaven can't Jook 
down on earth." 

"It is said they can't, but how does 
anybody know they can't?" 

"These are nice mashed taters," said 
the deacon as he helped himself to 
some more. 

His wife was a Christian woman, 
and a church member, but nevertheless 
there were times when she wanted to 
know, you know, and he found it safer 
to choke her off than argue with her. 
He was hoping he had in this case 
when she said: 

"Yes, I've got a knack of. mashin' 
taters, and you'll miss me when I'm 
gone. How about my question, Moses?" 

"You'll probably outlive me ten 
years." i 

"I probably won't, and I want to 
know if you will marry again?" 

"No. sir, I shouldn't!" 
The deacon was vexed with her per

sistency, and he brought out his answer 
with an emphasis. 

"All right," began the wife" and be
gan talking of something else. 

Next day she and another woman 
were drowned by the upsetting of a 
boat on the river. The deacon, who 
was over fifty, was overwhelmed for 
a time, but gradually his grief wore 
away and he was like himself again. 
It is not" contended that he was an 
absent-minded man, but it is stated, 
and it is quite reasonable, that after 
the first month the deacon did not 
think of that promise again for four 
years. Then it came1 like a knockout 
blow. Bit by bit he had come to be 
friends with the Widow Stevens. He 
had sat on her doorstep; he had sat 
by her fire; he had hoed in her gar
den; he had split wood for her cook-
stove. Aye, he had called her Sarah, 
and she had called him Moses. One 
evening he had had a talk with him
self beginning with: 

"By the great horn spoons, but that 
widder can make a custard fit for a 
king!" 

And then: "Deacon, you have been 
a widower for four years—for four 
long years. You have been sad and 
lonely. It has come mighty hard." 

And again: 
"There's folks winkln' and blinkln* 

around and sayln' that me and the 
widder will make a match of it, but 
let 'em wink and blink. It hain't none 
of their pesky business, and I have 
told 'em so." 

Then with a chuckle: * 
"It wouldn't be a bad match for 

either one of us. Home is where the 
husband and wife is, and we've neither 
one of us got a home 'cordin' to that, 
wonder if I had better hint around?" 

Three minutes elapsed and then the 
deacon brought his fist down and ex
claimed : 

"Hint? Hint? No, I won't hint a 
hint! I'll just ask her outright!" 

And he was going over in His mind 
what he would say when a thought 
struck him and he fairly leaped from 
his chair and gasped out: 

"My promise to my wife that I 
wouldn't marry again!" 

For five minutes Deacon Strothers 
was as weak in the knees as if he 
had seen a ghost. He had promised, 
and that promise was like a wall across 
his future path. 

••What did Martha ever pester me 
Into making that promise for?" he 
asked himself. "It wasn't right—no, 
it wasn't. Did I ask her not to, marry 
again in case I died first? No, of 
course I didn't. I Jest left It to her 
feelings in the matter." 

Was there any way out of it? 
Couldn't that promise be dodged? 

It was an hour after the deacon's 
usual bedtime, but he was still as live
ly as a fox. He went over the matter 
for ten minutes, and then said: 

"Why did I promise? Because Mar
tha was in the best of health, and ap
peared good for fifteen years . y e t 
Did she give me the slightest hint 
that she was goin' to be silly enough 
to get into a boat the next day? No, 
she didn't. Did she say she might get 
drowned? Not a word. Wouldn't a 
court hold that it was deception, and 
that I wasn't bound by my promise? 
When Jabez Reed sold me a cow for 
thirty dollars and never said a word 
about her jumpin' fences, didn't the 
court make him take her back? It 
said he suppressed a fact. Didn't 
Martha do the same?" 

The deacon went to bed feeling bet
ter, but when he awoke next morning 
hla. conscience began to trouble him 
again. 

"By heck, but sunthin' has got to 
be did!" he exclaimed over his break-
fasjt: nnd soon as the meal was fin
ished he clapped on Ins hat and went-
out to look up Robert Roebuck. 

Mr. tto«buck was known as a very 
pious. God-fearing man, and he would 
«=ee both sides of the case and render 
a fair decision. H e was given the 

I 

facts, and, after chewing on them for 
five minutes he said: 

"Deacon,.you was a fool for makin' 
such' a promise." 

"I know I was." 
"My old woman has asked me more'n 

forty times to promise the same thing, 
but I never have done it and never 
will." 

"But I wish I hadn't." 
"But you did, and now we must 

see how you can get out of it. Was 
your wife ever in a boat till that 
day?" 

"Never." 
"Was there any call for her to go 

on the river?" 
"Not a? call." 
"Which of the women suggested 

that they take the boat?" 
"My wife." ^ 
"Deacon Strothers, if that dont 

come under the head of conspiracy, 
then my old white cow is a red onel 
If anyone conspires to force a 
promise out of another then that prom
ise won't hold." 

"I believe you are right, Mr. Roe
buck," replied the deacon with relief in 
his voice. 

"Of course I am. An agreement 
that benefits only one side does not 
hold. Did your wife speak up and 
say that she would not marry again 
If you died first?" 

"She did not!" 
"Well, there you are, as free as a 

bird, though you'd better go to the 
parson and see what he thinks about 
it. He may hold sentimental views." 

The deacon walked over to the par
sonage, and not wishing to be too 
brusque, he began: 
, "Parson, do you hold that an angel 
in heaven can see what is going on 
here below?" 

"If they could they wouldn't be 
nngeiB very long," was. the grim 
reply. 

"Did yon ever preach that they, 
could?" 

"Not that I remember of. Heaven 
i s a long way off, deacon." 

"My wife kinder believed that after 
she got to heaven she could see what 
was takln* place down here." 

The parson was silent. 
"She wanted nie to promise not to 

marry again in case she died, because 
If she looked down and saw me with 
a second wife it would make her feel 
bad. 

"If anything could make the angels 
feel bad in heaven, it would not be 
heaven, would it?' 

"By' George, parson, it wouldn't! 
Martha was mistaken about it. If 
I was to marry half a dozen times 
over she couldn't know anything 
about it." < 

"But did she ask you to promise?" 
queried the parson. 

"Yes, she kinder asked me." 
~*And you promised?" 

"Yes, I kinder promised, but it was 
because I did not want her to feel 
bad as an angel. Now that you say 
she couldn't feel bad if she tried her 
hardest, I guess that promise needn't 
bother me much." 

"But look out next time, deacon." 
"Yes—ahem—yes!" 
"It's the Widow Stephens, I sup

pose?" 
"Yes, kinder." 
••Throw out any hints yet?" 
"A dozen, I guess." 
"You may find that she made a prom

ise to her dying husband." 
"Jewhittaker! I'll see about that 

the first thing!" 
It was a new scare for the deacon, 

and he made the two blocks to the 
widow's house on the trot. He found 
her in the garden coaxing the pea 
vines to iclimb their best, and he 
didn't wait a minute before asking: 

"Widder Stevens, did your husband 
expect to go to heaven when he 
died?" 

"I don't see how he could. He was 
a man that cussed and gambled and 
drank." 

"Did he ask you to promise not to 
marry again?" 

"No, he didn't, and if he had I 
should have told him that that was 
my own business. Why ar# you asking 
thrfse questions?" 

"Widder, hain't I been a good man 
at the woodpile?" 

"Fine."' 
"And a good one in the garden?" 
"Sure." 
"And hain't I lonely and yon 

lonely?" 
"We are." 
"Then—then let's get married!" 
"La me! Bring on the parson and 

have It over with and off our hands, 
for them string beans ha'-e got to be 
poled afore sundown!" 

Water Damage to Flour. 
It Is a well-known fact among sail

ors that flour will not only float after 
immersion In sea water, but suffers 
very little damage. To ascertain the 
actual damage, says the Northwestern 
Miller, a baker in New South Wales 
submerged a bag of flour in the ocean 
and left it In the water 67 hours. A 
96-pound weight was necessary to sink 
a 150-pound bag, which would have 
supported 75 pounds on top of the wa
ter, it is estimated, or half Its own 
weight. When lifted and weighed the 
bag scaled 155 pounds. It was dried 
for four days and yielded 120 pounds 
of perfectly dry flour, the bag and 
waste weighing 28 pounds. Baked into 
bread, it gave perfect results. 

Badly Cut Up. 
•*I saw our old friend Meekby today. 

Poor fellow, he semed considerably cul 
up about something." 

"No wonder; he has been married 2d 
years to a woman with a sharp 
tongue." 

WHAT CAN 

From tne ilea cross News Bulletin 
the following quotations will bring 
good cheer to those whose relatives 
are in the service: 

No better advice could be given to 
soldiers In camp or about to leave 
for camp than this: 

"Tell your troubles to the Red Cross 
field director." 

In every camp and cantonment there 
Is an official Red Cross representative 
whose sole business Is to cater to the 
needs of enlisted men. 

If a soldier Is worried about his 
family back home this Red Cross man 
will see that the problem is solved sat
isfactorily. 

If the soldier or sailor Is sick In 
camp and cannot write to his relatives 
or family, the Red Cross man will at
tend to It for him. 

In short, the Red Cross bureau of 
military relief is organized to help en
listed men in every way and the Red 
Cross Is ..eager to have the men use 
this service. 

The Red Cross field director can be 
found at Red Cross headquarters In
side the camp cantonment. No mat
ter what the soldier or sailor's prob
lem may be, he will do well to consult 
this representative. 

One reason the American people re
cently gave $170,000,000 to the Red 
Cross was to continue this service and 
enlisted men should avail themselves 
pf it freely. 

The families of soldiers and sailors 
also should appeal to their local Red 

Cross chapters for help in any situa
tion. The help always is confidential. 
There will be no publicity. 

Camp service has grown to be one 
of the largest phases of Red Cross 
work. 

To indicate the volume of this work 
It may be stated that up to April 30, 
1918, the Red Cross had distributed 
1,822,906 sweaters, 641,971 mufflers, 
623,972 wristlets, 454,569 helmets, 
1,392,352 pairs of socks. 

The work for the families of enlisted 
men by the home service department 
has been equally Impressive. To June 
15 service had been given In some 
form to 202,302 families and $2,054,827 
had been expended in this relief work. 
There are now 20,696 home service 
workers in the United States under 
Red Cross supervision. 

Then there is the canteen service 
with more than 700 units ready to meet 
troop trains to givo refreshments to 
the men, or to take care of those who 
become sick on route. 

The convalescent houses are nearlng 
completion In all camps to afford en
listed men a bright, cheerful environ
ment for their hours of convalescence. 
Provision is made for entertainment 
and social diversions, which are pow
erful aids In the convalescent stage. 

The communication service of the 
Red Cross keeps families of enlisted 
men Informed of their welfare both 
here and abroad, If the men are sick, 
wounded or captured and unable tf. 
keep up correspondence. ....>•" 

Sturdy Suits for the College Girl 

Otters Catch Fish. 
The Chinese fisherman relieves him

self of a lot of hard work by training 
otters to catch fish. 

First impi'esslons of the new fall 
suits leave a sense of. their sturdihess 
and easy lines in the miud before the 
eye begins to sum up all the details 
that pronounce them the creations of 
this season. Dark mixtures, plain 
cloths with soft finish and the attri
bute of warmth—in their appear
ance at least—in browns, blues, greens 
and grays, appear popular in the 
Bhowlngs in the same order as they are 
mentioned here. Brown, In several 
warm and several dark shades has 
been chosen for street and for formal 
suits, with such persistence that It may 
displace navy blue which has had a 
phenomenal vogu^. Browns and mix
tures In brown and gray seem some
how to associate themselves In the 
mind with khaki and in a few of the 

^iew models the styles are very dis
tinctly of military origin. 

In ordinary street suits many of the 
new coats are semifitting. with a loose, 
narrow belt of the fabric, defining a 
high waistline. There are some new 
double-breasted models In which the 
lapped-over fronts are trimmed away 
in several novel ways. On both single 
and double-breasted styles necks are 
high and coats button up to the top 
of the collar which is more than tall 
enough to reach the chin. Sometimes 
the collars are of the turn-over variety, 
but oftener they* are straight and 
writkle when they are buttoned up 
close ?bout the throat. 

PatC;; pockels and medium-sized 
bone buttons, that match the cloth In j 
the suit in color, appear with such j 
frequency that they may be considered*! 
features ->f the new styles. Collars 
are not a1»-*nys of the Fame material | 
as the coat. :yr velvet and fur are used , 
In many of t^iftn. 

A practical ::rui pretty suit for the ! 

college sirl w*o must now be outfitted 
with a 'i.-mlrciji for iali. »* shown in . 

the picture. It is a double-breasted 
model in a dark mixture, with plain 
brown velvet turn-over collar that but
tons up about the throat. Its belt 
fastens with a buckle covered with the 
material, and its buttons match the 
cloth in color. The coat Is even in 
length all around and somewhat longer 
than those of the#past season. The 
skirt Is plain, ankle length and wide 
enough for comfortable walking. 

Fur Used Less. 
In the new suits for fall the absence 

of fur trimmings is notable. This is 
partly on account of the very high 
prices of furs now and pnrtly because 
women are at present wearing all 
sorts of long stoles, capes and coatees 
of fur over their suits and dresses. It 
Is thought this fad will carry Into the 
coming fall and winter, nnd now in 
these days of thought for conservation 
of materials, all these little items are 
considered by the manufacturers'. 

Colored Felt Hats. 
The milliners have brought out col

ored felt Mats for summer as a sub
stitute for straw. They are in bril
liant and neutral tones, and are heaped 
with gorgeous flowers. It is the advent 
of the trimmed hat. which ail milliners 
have ardently desired. 

New Waistcoats. 
The prettiest of the new waistcoats 

or little sleeveless bodices that are so 
much worn with street suits are made 
in slip-on fashion, with no front clos
ing. This design gives the makers a 
chance for decidedly attractive effects, 
in the .way of tucks and ti'Ils and mf« 
flings on tb*» Iron* 

Of Course., 
The patriotism of one Clinton coun

ty farmer was clearly shown In a tele
phone conversation v l th a local hard
ware dealer, whom he had called to 
Inquire if the store had a supply of 
millet seed. 

"Why, yes, we hav* a supply," said 
the dealer; "we have some German 
millet—" 

But here the dealer was Interrupted 
by the farmer as fo'lows: "To 
with German—," and the Irate farmer i 
slammed the telephone receiver on 
the hook.—Indianapo'is News. 

Cured Him. ^ 
T v e cured my husband's insomnia.**' 
"How did you do it?" 
"Pretended I was ill and had the 

doctor prescribe medicine which Henry 
was to give me every half-hour all 
olght long." 

Good News for Mother. 
"See, mother, I have bought a lot of 

wash ties." 
"I see. Who washes 'em?" 

Fully nine-tenths of our troubles 
would vanish if we didn't talk so 
much. 

Fiery Red Pimples. 
A. hot bath with Cutlcura Soap followed 
;>y an application of Cutlcura Oint
ment to distressing eczemas, e tc , 
proves their wonderful properties. For 
Tree samples address "Cutlcura, Dept. 
X, Boston." At druggists and by mail. 
Soap 25, Ointment 25 and 50.—Adv. 

A Final Decree. 
Mrs. Enpeck (in husband's office)— 

That new typist Is a peach. 
Enpeck (astonished)—Why—-e—er— 

what makes you think so, my dear? 
Mrs. Enpeck—She's going to be 

canned. 

Don't Poison Baby. 
FORTY YEARS AGO almost every mother thought her child must have 

PAREGORIC or laudanum to make it Bleep. . These drugs will produce 
sleep, and a FEW DROPS TOO MANY will produce the*SLEEP 

FROM WHICH THERE IS NO WAKING. Many are the children who 
have been killed or whose health has been ruined for life by paregoric, lauda
num and morphine, each of which is a narcotic product of opium. Druggists 
are prohibited from selling either of the narcotics named to children at all, or 
to anybody without labelling them "poison." The definition of "narcotic* 
i s : "A medicine which relieves pain and produces sleep, but which in poison
ous doses produces stupor, coma, convulsions and death." The taste and 
smell of medicines containing opium are disguised, and sold under the names 
of " Drops," " Cordials," " Soothing Syrups," etc. You should not permit any 
medicine to be given to your children without you or your physician know 
of what it is composed. CASTORIA DOES NOT 
CONTAIN NARCOTICS, if it bean the signature 
of Chas. H. Fletcher. 
Genuine Castorla always b e a n the signature of 

The Time. 
"And do you raise your voice In 

prayer every day?" asked the pious 
old lady of the applicant for the Job 
of cook. 

"No'm; every night, but we can 
probably arrange our hours so they 
won't Interfere." 

A man nnd two women were arrest
ed in New York recently for attempt
ing to sell a baby for 35 cents. 

The Reason Why. S 
"Chlmmle, yer got one stockln' on 

Inside out." 
"I know It. Dere was a hole on d e 

outside.'* 

Up to June 2ft United States had' 
expended $13,800,000,000 to light Ger
many. 

Toledo snloons talk of employing 
barmaids, English fashion. 

GOOD-BYE BACKACHE, KIDNEY 
AND BLADDER TROUBLES 

For centuries all over the world 
GOLD MEDAL Haarlem Oil has af
forded relief In thousands upon thou
sands of cases of lame back, lumbago, 
sciatica, rheumatism, gallstones, grav
el and all other affections of the kid
neys, liver, stomach, bladder and al
lied organs. It acts quickly. It does 
the work. It cleanses your kidneys 
and purifies the blood. It makes a 
new man, a new woman, of you. It 
frequently wards off attacks of the 
dread nnd fatal diseases of the kid
neys. It often completely cures the 
distressing diseases of the organs of 
the body allied with the bladder and 
kidneys. Bloody or cloudy urine, sed
iment, or "brickdust" indicate an un
healthy condition. 

Do not delay a minute if your back 
aches or you are sore across the loins 
or hnve difficulty when urinating. Go 
to your druggist at once and get a 

box of imported GOLD MEDAL Haar
lem Oil Capsules. They ore pleasant-
and easy to take. Each capsule con
tains about one dose of five drops. 
Take them just like you would any 
pill. Take a small swallow of water 
If you want to. They dissolve in the 
stomnch, and the kidneys soak up the 
oil like a sponge does water. They 
thoroughly cleanse and wnsh out the1 

bladder and kidneys and throw off the 
Inflammntlon which is the cause of 
the trouble. They will quickly relieve 
those stiffened Joints, that backache, 
rheumatism, lumbago, sciatica, gall
stones, gravel, "brickdust," etc. They 
are an^ effective remedy for all dis
eases of the bladder, kidney, liver, 
stomnch and allied organs. Your 
druggist, will cheerfully refund your 
money If you are not satisfied after a 
few davs' use. Accept only the pure, 
origlnnl GOLD MEDAL Haarlem OH 
Capsules. None other genuine.—Adv. 

Watch Your Stomach 
In Hot Weather 

A Cool, Sweet, Strong Stomach Your Best Safe* 
guard Against Summer Sickness 

"Keep your stomach in good work 
Ing order during the hot summer 
months and you will have little to fear 
in the way of sickness" the advice 
many physicians give as hot weather 
approaches. 

Good, sound, common sense advice, 
too. For very frequently, and especial
ly in hot weather, these common Btom-
ach disorders which so many people 
seem to regard as of minor importance, 
do open the way for serious Illness. 

So keep your stomach sweet, cool 
and comfortable all summer long.The 
extra war work—change of diet—poi
sons that come with hot weather—all 
hit us in the stomach. The strongest 
stomach will need help this summer as 
never before. 

The one easy way if you have the 
right remedy is to rid the stomach of 
too much acid. Because it's superacid-
ity that interferes with digestion and 

/ assimulation, and this causes about 
all those stomach miseries you are so 
familiar with—heartburn,food-repeat

ing, indigestion, sour, gassy stomach 
and that miserable, bloated, puffed-up • 
condition after eating. 

Now here is good news. An easy.. 
sure relief has been found to get rid of' 
the harmful acidity and gases in the • 
stomach. It is called EATONIC, a 
good tasting compound that you eat 
just like candy. A tablet or two of 
EATONIC after meals will work won
ders. You can have no idea of what 
sure, quick comfort EATONIC brings 
until you do try it. Use EATONIC 
after your meals, enjoy a good appetite 
and get full strength from fhe food yon 
eat. At the same time protect your
self from summer stomach and bowel 
miseries. 

Get a big box of EATONIC from 
your druggist today. He will tell you 
that people who have used EATONIC 
say that they never dreamed that any
thing could give such quick and won
derful results. It costs only 50c a box 
and if it fails in any way, your drug
gist, who you know and trust, will re
turn your money. 

'Shower * $ 
of Gold' 

coming to farmers from the rich wheat fields of 
Western Canada. Where you can fefjy f e e d farm land 
at «15 te * M per acre and raise from SO to 4 5 bnsheto toA 
• f S 3 wheat to the cere it's easy to make money. Canada %\ 
offers in her provinces of Manitoba, Saskatchewan and Alberta ' 

160 Acre Homesteads Fret to Settlers 
and other land at very low prices. Thousands of 
farmers from the U. S. or their sons are yearly taking 
advantage of this great opportunity. Wonderful yields 
also of Oats, Barley and f lax . Mixed Farming hi 
fully as profitable an industry as grain raising. Good 
schools; markets convenient; climate excellent. 

Write for literature and particulars as to reduced 
railway rates to SupL Immigration, Ottawa, 
Canada, or to 

R.A.GARRETT 
311 Jecksea Sercef. St PwU M n . 

Canadian Government Agent 


