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ROLL of HONOR. |j 

6,000 SIX THOUSAND 6,000 
Native Americans, Indians if you 
please, in the Military Service of 
the. United States, and this does 
not include a large number in the 
Navy. August 1st, 1918. 

No Jurisdiction in the 
Secretary tn Determine 
Heirs of Adult Mixed-
Blood Allottees. 

nized that by the passage of the 
so called Clapp Act of 1906, the 
Government became divested of all 
authority over estates of adult 
mixed blood Ohippewas of White 
Earth, regardless of the date of 
the death of the allottee, for the 
Clapp Act by its terms removed 
all restrictions on all such allot
ments, making all thejtrust patents 
fee simple patents, and thus mak
ing the probate courts of the var
ious counties within the reserva
tion the proper tribunal to dispose 
of adult mixed-blood estates. In 
proceedings already had by said 
probate courts where*Indian wills 
have been established and allowed 
such proceedings when regular, 
are to stand and the titles obtained 
therefrom become valid. 

The question of the jurisdiction 
over such matters has now been 
finally settled by the Indian Bu
reau, so that those who obtained 
title** to lands through proceedings 
and decree of the probate court in 
cases of adult mixed-blood estate* 
need have no further apprehension 
that the Indian Office will attempt 
to set aside such proceedings, or 
attempt to assume any jurisdiction 
therein. 

Bureaus in the Making. 

On October 19th last, the Sec
retary of the Interior approved 
the finding of the Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, that it had no 
jurisdiction to determine the beirs 

jpi adult mixed blood allottees of 
the White Earth reservation, thus 
affirming a previous decision of 
the Solicitor of the Interior De
partment on the same subject, of 
the date of August 2, 1915. 

This decision was reached by a 
concrete case having been brought 
to the office of the Commissioner 
of Indian Affairs, petitioning that 
he determine the heirs. The sub
ject involved determining the 
heirs of the estate of Catherine 
Fairbanks, who died in the year 
1902, being an adult mixed-blood 
of this reservation, the allottee 
having left ajast will made some 
time prior to her death in which 
she divised her allotment to three 
of her children. The other child
ren who were not named in the 
will, brought the matter before 
the Commissioner demanding that 
he ascertain the legal heirs, and 
disaprove the said will. 

The decision recites certain pro
ceedings had in the probate court 
for Becker county, by which the 
will was proven and allowed and a 
finding that the devisees named in 
slid will were the only heirs to the 
allotment in question, which de
cision concludes by saying: . 

**It appears from the 'oil pre
pared by the Enrollment Commis
sion and approved April 15ti», 
1918, by Judge Morris of the 
United States District Court, dis
trict of Minnesota, that the allottee 
said Catherine Fairbanks, was an 
adult mixed-blood. The Depart 
ment has therefore, in consequence 
of the Act of June 1, 1906, (34 
Stat. L. 53), known as the Clapp 
Act, no jurisdiction to determine 
the heire of the allotted to her 
allotment. The will of the de
cedent was made before the passage 
of the Act of June 25, 1910, (36 
Stat. L 855), under which Indians 
may dispose of their allotments by 
will. Therefore, even if the gov
ernment still had jurisdiction over 
the allotment, the will could nof 
be approved. On the other band, 
inasmuch as the decedent was an 
adult mixed-blood the Department 
has i o Authority to disapprove the 
frill." 

The Indian Bureau has recog-
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Editor, THE TOMAHAWK: 
Bureaus in the Makipg" is the 

title of an interesting editorial in « 
comparatively recent issue of the 
New Republic. 

This periodical is one extensive
ly read by men , of thought, and 
looked upon as an authority upon 
matters of political and social 
economy, and upon' all phases of 
accademic discussion, and practical 
entities. 

In a less learned way men of 
certain desires have criticized 
bureaus as they are, and in their 
tendencies. 

Speakipg generally, is it not at 
least partially true as the New Re
public believes, that bureaucratism 
is a "system that has its origin in 
the general public indolence and 
ignorance about the details of 
politics and in so far is doubtless 
its own creation." 

It must be conceded that initally. 
departments contain within them 
selves concertration of powers 
granted by constitutions, or in in
herences. 

The Constitution of the United 
States is a notable example of the 
first mentioned sources in the pro
ceeding lines, but we mu3t not 
forget that the Constitution has 
limiting clauses, therefore it is 
apparent that the f ramers intended 
to manifest the idea that liberalism 
should have its rights guaranteed 
against autocratic tendencies. 

It seems to be in governments 
as in individuals that there is an 
inclination towards egoism. 

One of the Bourbon Kings of 
France once said, "the State, it is 
I." 

In the executive branches of our 
government there has always be n 
more or less a tendency towards 
this Bourbonistic frame of mind 
but happily restrained somewhat 
by the vicisitudes of politics, us
ing this term in a partizan sense. 

But somehow the restraind has 
not had effect in the Indian Bureau 
of the Interior Department. 

Administrations have hardly 
changed in character though party 
changes have disturbed the in
dividuals who have occupied the 
"Seats of the Mighty." Ona 
obvious reason is that at the be
ginning the Indian had no vote, 
therefore his status was regarded 
only from the angles of subjuga 
tion, and, in a perhaps well-mean
ing sense of paternalism. 

Let it be granted simply for the 
sake of argument that at the be
ginning of relations with a simple 
minded aboriginal people a certain 
degree of paternalism was com 
patible with humaness. Still, it 
was compatible with the law of 
evolution that the exercise of pa
ternalistic acts should grow less 
and less as history in the making 
progressed 

In the unfolding of events there 
has been envolved the greit so
ciety, the United State? and yet 
without institutions adequate to 
broad and generous functioning, 
and the Department of the In 
terior has most signally failed. 

This is a statement of suppo î 
tion but on the ground of some 
knowledge of the working of one 
bureau within the Department, -v 

I speak as an Indian who has 
had intercourse with the Indian 
bureau in tribal interests and in 
dividual. 

Both from history and knowl
edge acquired by reading, and 
from the recitations of past, no
tables, and further from personal 
experience I have been compelled 
to liken the Bureau to Dickens' 
"Circumlocutory Office,"and upon 
all this testimony I charge that 
as time went on and goes on suc
cessive generations of barnacles 
arose to add distinction of glaring 
incompetency. 

And recurring to the phrase 
"public indolence and ignorance 
about details of politics," I wish 
now to speak at least for the Ohip
pewas of Minnesota. 

They have overcome public in-s 
dotence" hnd' ignorancewf5r 'Ihel 
have become remarkably alert and 
•well informed in those matters 
that effect their pecuniary inter
ests and democratic freedom. 

They are getting wearied with 
the attitude of the Indian office 
which looks upon suggestion and 
public criticism as invasion of 
sacred territory. 

Within a few years in the im
mediate past the Indian has found 
some friendlinese in Congress, and 
the Chippewas of Minnesota are 
glad to testify to the helpfullncss 
of some of the Minnesota ^delega-
tion in Congress. 

There are many wrongs to be 
righted and it will need all the 
energy and brain capacity of the 
Chippewa General Council legisla 
tive delegates to adequately pre
sent tribal needs at Washington 
this winter. When the whole 
world is blazing with the flame of 
democracy it may be that Con
gress can be induced to overturn 
Bureaucratic autocracy, and also 
to provide legislatively for the 
acceptance of Indian political 

i 
views. 

C. H. Beaulieu, 

^Hotted and their moneys have 
boen paid out per capita. The 
Creek nation is at the present time 
paying $2,000,000 as equalization 
money. The last remnants of 
surplus lands belonging to Choc-
taws and Chickasaws, and she sur
face of the segregated lands, have 
bien allotted for sale. 
^The Five Civilized Tribes have 
L$\\i undisputed numerical super
iority over the thirty-three tribes 
left iri the state. Before statehood 
the civilized tribes owned 19,520, 
060 acres of land. There were enr 
roiled as members of these tribes 
101,519 Indians, including all de 
grees of blood. Of this number 
75,608 were enrolled as Indians by 
blood, and 37,180 as restricted In 
dians, being one half or more of 
Indian bloody—Ex. 

It would appear from the above 
that the government is making 
arrangements to wind up its sup
ervision over the twenty three 
separate tribes of Indians in Okla
homa. 

This is practically, as we under
stand the situation, separate from 
relations with the Five Civilized 
Tribes who have practically, au
tonomy. 

The Chippewas of Minnesota 
have long been asking for what 
now is going to be given to "Sep
arate tribes" in Oklahoma, but our 
requests so far have been unheeded. 

We have asked for allotment of 
lands to the Chippewas of Red 
Lake, we asked for the sale of 
ceded lands, we have asked for 

egation and distribution of 
IT|B fuufts^per capita, and toe 

Interior Department has blocked 
our appeals to Congress. 

Now again we ask Congress to 
help us and to enact the' required 
legislation that shall place us at 
least on a par with the separate 
tribes of|Oklahoma. Superintend 
ent Hinton to the contrary, the 
Chippewas of Minnesota believe 
themselves to be as enlightened as 
even the free Five Civilized 
Tribes. 

Indian Folk Singer Dies. 
Irene Eastman Victim of Influenza. 

Irene Eastman, daughter of Dr. 
and Mrs. Charles- Eastman, whose 
Indian songs and stories of several 
years ago when she gave a recital 
at the Saiut Paul are well remem
bered by many St. Paul Persons, 
died recently of influenza at the 
home of her Indian father near 
Keeae, N. H. 

Miss Eastman's father is a full 
blood Sioux Indian orator and 
author und a graduate of Dart
mouth and Harvard colleges. Her 
mother was Elaine Goodale, an 
author, who met Dr. Eastman 
while studying the Indians in 
North Dakota. Three sisters and 
a brother survive Miss Eastman. 

Dr. Eastman's grandfather was 
an Indian chief in Minnesota, his 
favorite hunting grounds being 
near Lake Harriet and Lake Cal
houn. He headed bands that 
waged many battles against the 
Chippewas, who occupied then 
what is now the site of St. Paul. 

The^m§njludiftn frieflda o( £r._ 
Eastman will go out in heart sym
pathy to him and Mrs. Eastman in 
this their day of sorrow. Dr.! 

Eastman is well known to many 
members of White Earth reserva
tion and intimately to those who 
have been members of delegations 
to Washington within the last few 
j ears. The doctor has been al
ways present in the Capital in be
half of the members of his tribe 
the Sissetons of the Sioux Nation. 
He has always been an able and 
fearless speaker for the Indian 
race and for this reason is intense
ly disliked at the Indian Office. 

He is one of those who advocate 
the abolition of the Indian Bureau 
aud as the present President of the 
Society of North American Indians 
we trust will be able to undo much 
of the weak administration of the 
Society when Mr. Parker was at 
its head* 

Mr. Parker while'wishing to do 
something for the North American 
Indian leaned too mucn Bureau-
ward and took his policies from 
the well meaning but sentimental 
men of the east who were hand in 
hand with the Indian Bureau. 

Be Sure It's Worth It 
Who would boast n victory thnt cost 

no strategy nnd no careful disposition 
of the forces? Put lot n man bo very 
mire thnt the city Is worth the siege.— 
Ik Mnrvel. 

Forget It. 
The time wasted in complaining be

cause (he job Is hard would often bo 
more thnn sufficient to put thnt Job 
on the list of "has-beens." 

Reaches the Apex. 
Any man who refuses to argue with 

n womnn pnssesr.es the Solomon brand 
of wisdom.—Idaho Statesman. 
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Sell Indian Goal Lands. 
Wilding np of 6oiernment Supervision in 

Oklahoma Seen. 

Muskogee, Okla.—In the sale of 
approximately 445,000 acres of 
coal lands owned by the Choctaw 
and Chickasaw Indians, which is 
set for December, authorities on 
Indian history see the final wind
ing up of government supervision 
over the thirty three separate 
tribes of Indians still resident in 
Oklahoma. 

Practically all legislation re
quired to this end has been en
acted, and the problems attendant 
on the supervision of the Five 
Civilized Tribes have largely re
solved themselves into a matter of 
administrative detail. 

The affairs of the Cherokee In* 
dians have been completely wound 
up. Their lands have all been 
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