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U. S. 1918 Crop Valuation It 
$12,272,412,000 

Wheat Yield W a s Second Largest; Oats Crop Third; 
Shortest Yield of Corn Since 1913. 

1 

The second largest wheat crop, with 917,100,000 bushels for the United 
States, the shortest yield of corn since 1913, or 2,532,814,000 bushels, and the 
third largest oat crop, 1,538,359,000 bushels, are the leading features of the 
government report on final returns for the year 1918 in the United States. 

Total of wheat, corn, oats, rye and barley is 5,483,751,000 bushels, a de
crease of 83,781,000 bushels, or 1.5 per cent from the revised returns of 1917. 

Valuation of the nation's principal crops this year is $12,272,412,000, the 
highest known, and compares with that of $11,658,032,000, based on the price 
paid producers December 1. 

There is enough for home requirements and for all the allies will need, leav
ing a fair surplus for the people in other countries. Of wheat alone it is 
figured that allowing 470,000,000 bushels for domestic consumption, which Is 
below the prewar average, there are 337,000,000 bushels surplus for export 
and carrying over from July 1, 1918, to July 1, 1919, or 232,000,000 bushels 
above the prewar average, of which 115,000,000 bushels have been exported 
to December 1 this year. 

Returns on corn were a surprise, being reduced 167,000,000 bushels from 
the November figures and 532,400,000 bushels under the revised yields of last 
year, which were 3,065,233.000 bushels, or 94,000,000 bushels less than orig
inally issued. The yield per acre was 24 bushels, compared with 24.2 bushels 
last month and 265 bushels last year, and a five-year average 
consumption of the last five years, which is 2,723,000,000 bushels. 

An oats crop of over 3,000,000,000 bushels more than previously reported 
was not a surprise and is only 54,400,000 bushels short of last year's bumper 
yield, and was far above consumption, leaving an abundance for export 

The rye crop increased 28,958,000 bushels to the best known, and barley 
44,616,000 bushels over last year's revised returns. 

Buckwheat returns more than 1,000,000 bushels increase, while flaxseed 
Increased 5,493,000 bushels. Rice increased nearly 6,000,000 bushels. Pota
toes, although 40,942,000 bushels short of last year's record, are a big crop, 
aggregating 297,676,000 bushels, and sweet potatoes are almost 3,000,000 
bushels above the record of 1917. 

Hay shows a shortage of around 8,000,000 tons tame, and wild fell off 757,-
000 tons, due to drought. Cotton yield of 11,700,000 bales, although 394,000 
bales in excess of last year, was below the five-year average. 

WHO'S W H O ON U . S . 
PEACE DELEGATION 

America's Representation 
to Conference 

The president of the United States 
heads the American representation to 
the peace conference. 

ROBERT LANSING—Secretary of 
state since June 23, 1915. Born at 
Watertown, N. Y., in 1864. Was asso
ciate counsel for the United States in 
the Behring sea arbitration case in 
1892-93 and solicitor for the United 
States In the Alaskan boundary tri
bunal besides having been honored with 
other government commissions. An 
authority on international law and 
counselor for the state department 
prior to his appointment as secretary 
of state. 

COL. B. M. HOUSE—Born In Hous
ton, Tex., in 1858. Active In Demo
cratic politics in Texas but was never 
a candidate for office. Has been close 
friend and adviser of President Wil
son, and his specfal representative in 
Europe In 1915 and 1916. 

HENRY WHITE—Diplomat, born in 
Baltimore In 1850. Ambassador to 
Italy from 1905 to 1907 and to Prance 
from 1907 to 1909. Has held numerous 
consular posts abroad. He is a resi
dent of Washington. Represented 
United States at International confer
ence In London in 1887-88 and at Inter- _ 
national conference at Rome In 1905. j 

MAJ. GEN. TASKER H. BLISS— I 
Born in Lewlsburg. Ps., 1853. Orad- j 
uate of the United States Military 
academy, 1875, and honor graduate of 
*he United States Artillery school in 
1884. Held many important military 
iposts. His home Is in Rosemont, Pa. 

Sakura, Cherry Blossom, Is 
I National Flower of Japan 
1 "So flower has entered Japanese his
tory, literature, arts and religious 
thoughts longer or more richly than 
our sakura or Japanese cherry," says 
the Tokyo Herald of Asia. "It was 
only natural, therefore, that foreign 
visitors to this country began to call 
It the land of the cherry blossoms and 
that we have chosen sakura «s our 
national flower by common consent. 
Our army has adopted the blossom as 
Its insignia of always being ready to 
die for a cause, after the manner of 
sakura, which falls in the height of 
natural glory and human admiration 
without the slightest desire to linger 
In the sordid world." 

Origin of Word "Yank," 
Applied to Americans in 

the War Against Germany 

The'nickname "Yank," as applied to 
the American expeditionary force sol
diery, has something of charm in the 
tradition of the word, says a writer 
in Stars and Stripes. Persons inter
ested in the history of words may have 
noted with Interest a footnote In 
Cooper's "The Deerslayer." 

It is singular there should be any 
question concerning the origin of the 
well-known sobriquet of "Yankee." 
Nearly all the old writers who speak 
of the Indians first known to the col
onists make them pronounce the word 
"English" as "Yengeese." Even at this 
day it is a provincialism of New Eng
land to say "English" instead of "Ing-
lish," and there is a close conformity 
of sound between "English" and "Yen
geese," more especially if the latter 
word, as was probably the case, be 
pronounced short. 

The transition from "Yengeese," thus 
pronounced, to "Yankees" is quite 
easy. If the former is pronounced 
"Yangls" it is almost Identical with 
"Yankees," and Indian words have sel
dom been spelled as they are pro
nounced. . . . The liquids of the 
Indians would easily convert "En" into 
"Yen." 

Banks of the Nation Show 
Good Increase in Business 

During Last Fiscal Year 

Aggregate resources of the 28,880 
banks in the United States, state and 
national, last June 3, amounted to 
$40,210^000,000, of which $22,371,000,-
000 was credited to the 21,175 state, 
savings and private banks and trust 
companies, and $17,839,000,000 to the 
7,705 national banks. This was shown 
by a report of Comptroller of the Cur
rency Williams. 

Deposits of the state banks amount
ed to $18,567,000,000, and loans to 
$12,426,000,000, showing an Increase of 
5 per cent In deposits over the record 
of the year previous, and 6.5 per cent 
In loans. 

National banks showed $14,021,000,-
000 deposits, an increase of 9.8 per 
cent. * 

All banks, state and national, had 
$32,580,000,000 deposits and $22,040,-
000,000 loans. 

Why Paper Will Turn Yellow 
When It Is Exposed to Light 

Pew people know why paper which 
Is exposed to the light turns yellow. 
Recent Investigations by Dr. Klemm 
have demonstrated that these changes 
are due mainly to exposure to light. In 
wood-free papers the fading Is found 
to be due to formation of soaplike com
pounds of iron with rosin and fatty 
substances. The greater the amount 
of these compounds present the more 
marked the yellowing of the paper. A 
mixture of ether (two parts) and al
cohol (one part) will remove the soap-
like matter. 

Tea Drinking Increased 
36 Per Cent in Past Year 

Tea drinking apparently Increased 36 
per cent In the United States during the 
year ending last June 30, for 148,684,-
000 pounds was Imported, as compared 
with 105,984,000 pounds the year pre
vious, a customs report showed. Near
ly 237,000 pounds were rejected by offi
cial tea examiners for containing too 
much Japan dust or woody stems, and 
3,936,000 pounds were exported. Strict 
regulations of tea* examiners have re
duced the Importation of artificially 
colored tea to practically nothing. It 
was reported. 
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{ WORDS OF WISE MEN f 

He who lives upon the fruit of 
his own labor escapes the con
tempt of haughty benefactors. 

Better than getting ahead of 
your enemies is keeping abreast 
of your friends. 

The more a man accomplishes 
the more he may. An active tool 
never grows rusty. 

The man who goes halfway to 
meet fortune is more likely to 
find her than the man who waits 
for her to knock at his door. 
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••AMERICA" 

By SAMUEL FRANCIS SMITH 

Mr Couatry, 'tis of thee. 
Sweet land of liberty. 

Of thee I sins; 
Land where my fathers died. 
Land of the pUsrims* pride. 
From ever/ mountainside 

Let freedom ring. 

My natiTe country, thee— 
Land of the noble, free. 

Thy name I love; 
I love thy recks and rills, 
Thy woods and templed hills; 
My heart with rapture thrills 

Like that above. 

Let mmslc swell the breeze, 
And ring from all the trees 

Sweet fnied—'s song; 
Let mortal tongues awake, 
Let all that breathe partake; 
Let reeks their alienee break— 

The sound prolong. 

Our fathers' God, to thee. 
Author of liberty. 

To thee, we sing; 
Long may our land be bright; 
With freedom's holy light; 
Protect us by thy might, 

Great Ood, our King. 

War Is ResptnslWe for 
Many Words ami Phrases 

Added to English Tenfue 

The English language is a very "elas
tic" one, and ever receptive of new 
words and phrases. As a result of the 
war, observes London Answers, It has 
become saturated with terms of mili
tary, French and American origin in 
particular. 

"Going west" has a profound and 
poignant significance. Its origin Is 
doubtless ?rom "somewhere In North 
America," and its peculiar applicabil
ity Is seen as one thinks of the sun 
sinking to its rest at eventide, behind 
some of the eternal hills. 

"According to plan" is a military 
idiom which has been frequently used 
of late, and has much significance. 

Among the phrases which have come 
to stay is that striking French one: 
"lis ne passeront pas" ("They shall 
not pass!") It tells of grit and per
severance on the part of brave men 
against fearful odds, and will ever be 
an Inspiration to future generations. 

Much discussion has taken place re* 
cently over the meaning of the word 
"decimated." It is frequently used by 
war correspondents to express great 
slaughter, but really it only means one 
in ten, being derived from the Latin 
dedmus, a tenth. The use of the word 
"fly" and "flee" in our war Journalism 
also has been confusing at times. "Fly" 
means to move with wings, while "flee" 
Is a general term, and denotes moving 
with rapidity. 

Our old. well-worn friends "Mighty" 
and "camouflage" hardly need refer
ence, but the first named is doubtless 
derived from bllatl, the Hindoo word 
for home, and brought to this country 
by our soldiers from overseas. "Camou
flage," Is a French expression, mean
ing literally t o blow smoke into an
other's eyes"—therfore, a very effective 
temporary "blind V 

Mother's Cook Book 

A Coincidence in a Red Cross 
Hospital 

By GERTRUDE ORR 

"Jack" and "Jerry" were their names, and the other men of the com
pany had the habit of speaking of them simultaneously because they were 
such inseparable "buddies." 

They sailed for France last spring with several other divisions. They 
smiled together at a pretty nurse who crossed with them and trained together 
"somewhere" until orders came that sent them toward the front. Their com

pany went into action with the vigor and determination that made the name 
of the marines famous at Lucy-le-Bocage and Belleau woods. 

Jerry was back at an American Red Cross hospital not long afterward 
suffering from a bad case of "gas." He mourned for the "buddle" whom he 
had lost, believing that Jack had been killed during the attack that had laid 
him oat. The other men In the ward of hospital No. 5 knew all about Jack, 

Topography of Our Country 
Responsible for Tornadoes, 

Explanation of Scientists. 

Why do some portions of the United 
States suffer from tornadoes, or cy
clones, as they are generally but erro
neously called, while others do not? 
The question is answered, notes a 
writer in People's Home Journal, 
by scientists of the United States 
weather bureau, who point to the topog
raphy of our country in explanation. 
Tornadoes occur in the Mississippi 
valley, anywhere from the Gulf of 
Mexico to the Canadian Hne. No por
tion of this area is more apt to suffer 
than another, the experts assert. This 
valley opens to the warm waters of 
the gulf on the south and is closed in 
on the west by the high wall of the 
Rocky mountains. Warm, moisture-
laden winds from the guM move north
ward in the spring and early summef 
and encounter the cord north and 
northwest winds that sweep down the 
east wall of the Rockies. When the? 
opposing currents meet there is some
times formed one of those' rapidly re
volving, funnel-shaped clouds so de
structive of life and property. 

Tornadoes travel southwest to north
east, and; in addition to their terrific 
whirling movement, which is too great 
to be measuredi have a forward ve
locity of from' 50» to 60 miles an hour. 
Their path may be from a few hundred 
yards to a mile- in width. 

The word, "tornado," at first spelled 
"tornado," probably was derived from 

/tile Spanish tronada, which means 
thunderstorms. "Tornado* amy have 
grown, out of am attempt to combine 
this word'wlth the Spanish word' tor-
nar, meaning to "turn," thus making i t 
descriptive' of a storm- that turned' or 
twisted. 

HINTS FOR 
POULTRY GROWERS 

• 

Gun Barrel Life. 

A rather Interesting aide light on 
the question of gun barrel life Is a 
determination of the actual length of 
time to which a good shotgun barrel 
Is subjected to the force and burning 
effect of the powder charge daring Its 
lifetime. If 100,000 shots are fired 
from a shotgun the inside of the bar* 
rel la actually exposed to the llama 
of the powder charge for about four 
minutes. 

Value of Observation. 

To become educated we must learn 
to observe. Observation gives us facta, 
data; from this we rise to deduction; 
then we generalise and make universal 
application. This heightens aad 
straightens both our reason and imagi
nation. 

"Foods that come from near at home 
are patriotic foods; every pound of mate
rial that you withdraw from transporta
tion means that much coal, that much 
labor, that much rolling- stock released 
tor reconstruction work." 

Seasonable Dishes. 
A most tasty dessert that Is easily 

made and one which will appeal to the 
hurried housewife is: 

Rice Custard. 
Beat two eggs until thick, add one-

half cupful of boiled rice, a pint of 
milk and honey to sweeten, flavoring 
with grated orange peel. Bake In a 
pan set In hot water until the custard 
is firm. One white may be reserved 
for a meringue, with a tablespoonful 
of sugar aad a bit of the grated rind 
for flavor. Brown in a moderate oven. 

Gingerbread. 
Take one cupful each of molasses, 

brown sugar aad peanut butter, two 
eggs, one cupful of sour milk, one-half 
teaspoonfol of grated nutmeg, one-
quarter teaspoonful of cloves, one ta
blespoonful of ginger, one teaspoonful 
of soda, one aad one-half cupfuls each 
of barley aad corn flour, one teaspoon-
fool of cinnamon. Mix together the 
sugar, peanut bolter and spices with 
the molasses. Place In a bowl, set la 
a warm place until the butter la soft, 
then beat the mixture to a cream. Beat 
the eggs to a froth and add them with 
the salt Sift the soda with the flour 
and add. alternating with the sour 
milk. Whip the batter well, then pour 
Into a well-greased tube pan. Bake 45 
minutes In a moderate oven. Steamed 
and served with orange or lemon sauce 
It makes a fine dessert. 

In making muffins, gems and bread, 
small amounts of left-over cereals may 
be added. When batten are made 
without the use of eggs the mixture 
should be beaten long aad well. 

Fruit Muffins. 
,Mix together one cupful each of oat 

flour and barley floor, three teaspoon-
fuls of baking iwwder, two table-
spoonfuls of molasses, one tablespoon
ful of melted shortening and one and 
one-half cupfuls of milk, enough to 
make a drop batter which will drop 
easily from the spoon, about like cake 
batter. Add at the last one-half cap
ful of floured dates or raisins, or a few 
of both. Beat well and bake in a mod
erate oven. 

The Two Convalescents in Rolling Chairs Are Marines Just Arriving af 
Hospital No. 5. They Were Put Into a Ward With a Marine Nurse Who 
Came Over on the Boat With Them. Now They Exchange Experiences. 

and one day when the Red Cross searcher was going through the ward they 
suggested that it would be a great service if she would get definite informa
tion as to what had become of him. 

"Why, Jack Is la the ward I hurt came from," said the searcher. He 
has been begging me to find out what became of Jerry. He thought he had 
been killed." - . ^ ̂  . 

The news of the happy reunion of the two boys traveled about the hos
pital until It came to the ears of a nurse In a distant ward. 

"They must be the pair who were such pals that they were the talk of 
the ship I crossed oo," she declared, and hurried to see them. 

"By Jove! It's the pretty nurse who was on the boat," shouted Jerry. 
And the Red Cross searcher at hospital No. 5 who had brought about the 
reunion found herself famous overnight. * 

Farmers Borrow Large Sum 
From Government Farm Loan 

Banks Since Organization 

Farmers have borrowed ,$139,378,000 
from the twelve federal farm loan 
banks since their organization in 
March. 1017. In reporting this the 
farm loan board announced that capi
tal stock of the banks, originally sub
scribed mainly by the government, has 
Increased from $9,000,000 to ,$15,975,-
000 through additional subscriptions 
by farm loan associations, and that 
bonds amounting to $140,122,000 have 
been Issued. 

The farmers are making their pay-
meats promptly. The report shows 
only $86,000 in loans was overdue, and 
delinquencies occurred almost entirely 
In sections where there had been crop 
failures. 

Three banks, Wichita, Spokane and 
Houston, have an actual surplus, and 
the Spokane and St. Paul banks will 
begin shortly to repay the government 
for the stock originally subscribed. 
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The first step to eradicate the pests 
which live in cracks aad crevices in 
poultry houses is to thoroughly clean 
4be house, writes P. F. Schoweagerdt 
of the Colorado Agricultural college. 
All Utter, aest material and droppings 
should be removed. Then spray or 
paint thoroughly the entire surface of 
the house and literally flood aU cracks 
and inside of nests with n 5 per cent 
solution of cresoL Use plenty of 
spray and do the work thoroughly. 

Finally it should be remembered that 
one application of either of these treat-
meats Is not sufficient. Where there 
are lice and mites there are also eggs 
or "aits" of these same pests. A see-
end treatment should be given about 
one week after the first. By this time 
the "nits" will be hatched and the 
treatment will affect them while it did 
not kill the "nits" at the first applica
tion. 

These suggestions followed out will 
relieve the hen of the greater number 
of parasites and will enable her to 
make the best possible use of her feed 
and time. It la not profitable to feed 
• hen when lice or mites are sapping 
alt the nourishment and vitality from 
her body. 

Damascus, Oldest City, Known 
as "The Peart of the East" 

Caned by orientals •the Pearl of 
the East," Damascus is the oldest city 
la the world which is Inhabited. It Is 
mentioned repeatedly la the Old Tes
tament, and documentary evidence 
shows that the ancient city dates back 
to 1400 B. C. Travelers refer to It as 
"dear, dirty Damascus," for Its odors 
are many aad strong, and Its street 
(Cleaners have long ceased to work. 
One of the city's mala features Is "the 
street which Is called Straight," which 
runs from east to west Damascus has 
been the scene of many conflicts since 
Darid sent an expedition against it 
and took it with a slaughter of 22,000 
men. Egyptians. Crusaders and Turks 
fought so repeatedly for it that It has 
become the most captured as well as 
the oldest city in the world. 

Restaurants in Other Lands 
Serve* Meals at Low Prices; 

Show Good Weekly Profits: 

American fried-egg financiers and pie 
plutocrats should take warning from-
abroad, suggests Thrift Magazine. The 
national restaurant of hondon, which 
was established^ to' expose the profi
teers, shows a profit of $350' a week; 
or about 70 per cent on the investment. 
Lunches and suppers are sold for 21 
cents and tea and breakfast for IS 
cents. There is a profit of about tw« 
cents on each meali The so-operative 
restaurant idea also has taken root is 
Paris, where ten publicly controlled 
restaurants) each seating ))|000' per
sons, are selling good meats for about 
30 cents feach. 

In the average American restaurant 
today a man has to: play a mean trick 
on his appetite If he expects to> have 
much left out of a> dollar after main 
talnlng contact with a fun* meal:. 

Statistics show that these ate OjOOOV 
000 persons who subsist in American 
restaurants from day to day. Among. 
this vast army of bacoo-ahd-egg ex
perts there are many, no doubt,. whs 
would be glad to see aha daily mens 
card spesk in more cpndllfefory ac
cents on the subject of hash and other 
luxuries. 

Health of American Army. 

The health of the American army, 
both at home and overseas, has been 
excellent and the mortality rate from 
disease probably lower than in any 
similar body of troops la the history 
of warfare. Surgeon General William 
C Gorgas declared la his annual re
port. 

Play Fair. 

Remember tins: Too cannot pull 
yourself up by pulling someone else 
down. Ton will be tempted occasion
ally to speak disparagingly of some fel
low employee with the Idea of pro
moting yout own interests. Resist the 
temptation.—Forbes Magazine. 

Belief That You Are Tired, 
Not Work, Makes You Tired 

"The thing that makes the 'tired 
business man' tired Is his belief that 
he is tired. Believe the contrary. 
There have been times when you 
worked all day aad an night on a 
stretch. It did not kill you. Weak: it
self, says American Magazine, as the 
modern business world is organ
ised, cannot possibly tire out* tile man 
of average normal health. If i t 
could, Edison would have been dead! 
at the age of thirty-five, Bell wonld 
never have produced the telephone,. 
Henry Ford would not be new a king 
of the automobile business, Herbert 
C. Hoover would not be controaaag sad 
directing the nation's food supply to
day, Woodrow Wilson would he ha » 
sanitarium, General Pershing would be 
taking a 'rest cure' instead* of eese-
manding Americas) soldiers la Franca.* 

Why France Needs Beef. 
Since the outbreak of the .war 

France suffered a loss af 2400,000 
head of cattle. Moreover, the cattle 
greatly lost In weight. Before the 
war the average weight la meat of 
slaughtered cattle was from 770 to 
880 pounds, whereas today It hardly 
exceeds 560 or 670 pounds. That Is 
why France needs the American beef 
so much today. 

BRIEF AND BREEZY 

The whlr-r-r of the alarm 
clock is aa eye opener. 

The secret of true wisdom Is 
to know your Ignorance. 

All is fair hi rove except the 
actions of the other fellow. 

Two heeds may be better than 
one—hut not In the same family. 

Said a man with the gout, 
Til ls pain Is something awful, 
but I cant kick." 

SCRAPS OF HUMOR 
An Embryo Humorist. 

Mother (Coming from pantryjr—Rob
ert, did you pick all the white meat off 
this chicken? 

Bobby—Wen, ma, to make- a clean 
breast of it, I did..' 

The Proper Kind. 
"They say that pilot gunboats ought 

to have signal) guns when they go out 
in a fog." 

"I should! think they eouift better 
thread their way with a needle gun.* 

can 
A. Drawback. 

'A woman 
ike any 

•Tier she 
pleases.* 

"Certainly she 
can, bus. soma 
w one -n c a n t 

"Did! that burglar say; *Hhotigh,» 
when you attacked hfanr* asked Mr. 
Bean*. 

"Off coarse he das?* answered Mrr 
Rafferty. "Why weuXdat he say, 
'Eneughr He had as much sung aa 
he could carry.aad was trying to hold 
on as every bit of it" 

The Reason. 
There Is a great deal of atmosphera 

about dear Gwendolyn's lettersV* 
"Why, is she sending them by the 

air routef* 

Leaders of Opinion. 
"Whst Is your opinion—(• 
"Can't tell you now," fcjjdJaf Sena* 

tor Sorghum. *T may have fa go hack 
home and Interview my e 
personally to find out what 
about anything is." 

Flam NaW. 

"Live a n d 
learn." 

"Huhr 
"Now I under

stand why the kai
ser didn't declare 
war on Holland." 

Desperate ut« 
Edith (visiting)—! dldnt know you 

liked classical music, but I see yon 
have a number of pieces. 

Mame—I hate it; but sometimes one 
has to play it In order to get 
to go home. 
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