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James I. Coffey Over
whelming Repudiated by 
h is iandol Fond du Lac 

The council of the Fond du Lie 
Indians held at the Fond dn Lac 
reservation on April 13th, 1919, 
and the result thereof should be 

•of no small amount of interest and 
importance to all the Chippewas 
of Minnesota. This council was 
called after Jumes I. Coffey had 
previously held one of his ususil 
brush counci's on that reservation 
at which time he took occasion to 
indulge in his-usual line of infam
ous doctrine, and then b; lieving 
that he had convinced a sufficient 
number of lndians,of the Fond du 
Lac Band, he thought it an op
portune time to have-a raoro ebb 
orate council held and there select 
men of his following to the offices 
of the local counci 1 of said Band. 
Accordingly he sent or caused to 
03 sent out, notices callir.g a gen
eral council at said Fond du Lac 
reservation to be held at William 
Howe's Hall on the 13th of April. 
1919, the stated purpose pf which 
was to remo>e the stigma cast up 
on the Fond du Lac Band„by thoir 
action in adhering to the General 
Council of which John G. Mor
rison is now president, and for the 
purpose of re organizing said local 
council. 

A number of his notices .were 
mailed to person* other than the 
members of the Fond \w Lae Band 
particularly to John G. Morrison, 
Paul H. Beaulieu, Ben L Fair
banks, Edward L. Roger*, Frank 
D. Beaulieu and John W. Carl 
Upon urgent r» quast of some of 
the members of the Fond du Lac 
Band, John \V. CaH and Frank D. 
Beaulieu were present at said 
council. 

Afteter the coun&il was called to 
order Coffey undertook to question 
the authority of the vice president 
to preside. He insisted that as the 
president of s lid council had re 
signed the vice president could net 
legally preside and made an at
tempt to force an "election of a 
president notwithstanding there 
was a proper qualified vice presi
dent and notwithstanding the con
stitution of s.iid Fond du Lac local 
council provided that in the pro 
longed absence, sfcfcne* or resig
nation of the p'esiwent the vice 
president should p;'esfd? and that 
a vacancy could i-nly b? filled on a 
certain day. This action of Coffey 
aroused the suspicion of the mem
bers of the council as they appre
hended he. w is there to railroad 
things right from the st irt, in ut-
tor disregard of th? constitution of 
said council and his action was 
somewhat amazing to those present, 
for the constitu ion was so plain 
i) terms that any person with the 
brains of even a chili could de'er 
mine what was proper order. 

Coffey however could not^ his 
methods are different, be has no 
respect for constitutional council 
proceedings arid was determined 
to force the issue and to railroad 
things as his benighted conscience 
uniformly dictates. But Coffey 
soon discovered that he was deal 
ing with a different class of people 
than those who set him up as an 
impostor president of the General 
Council, and the Fond du Lac boys 
soon showed him where to bead 
in, and the council proceeded with 
Vice President Henry La Praire 
in the chair. 

Coffey was given the floor and 
he proceeded with his usual line of 
infamous blather, denouncing the 
General Council, its make up and 
its work, and referring to the 
mixed bloods as interlopers in trw 
tribe, saying that they had no 
right whatsoever to share in the 
tubal property. He took the 
Fond du Lac Indians to task for 
supporting, the General Council 
and John G. Morrison, in short he 
took every man to task who did 
not fall in line with his ideas and 
referred to them as conspirators. 
fJuring his argument he became 
intensely abusive to every one who 
ventured to ask a question, he 
yelled, shouted, swore and snorted 
like a mad bull breaking into a 
china shop. In his mad stampede 
he failed to show the slightest re
gard or couttesy for the women 
who were in attendance at the 
council, using vile and profane 
language in an attempt to cower 
every one present. His depraved 
character was truly aud fully por 
trayed, and at the conclusion of 
his blasphemous outbursts it was 
apparant to every one present that 
the man is simply a plain deluded 
dtipt? more to be pitied than 
cens ire 1. 

In a calm, deliberate and gentle 
manly manuer, John W. Carl, 
John Arten, Charles Jackson and 
Frank Beaulieu arose in orderly 
manner and repiied to the charges 
and statements of Coffey. They 
showed the facts whereby Coffey 
has been constantly misrepresent
ing the work of the General Coun
cil and Legislative Committee; 
they proved conclusively by their 
record of achievement in Congress 
that the Chippewa matters have 
come to a point of material benefit 
to all the Chippewas of Minnesota; 
they proved that the action of the 
White Earth locaj council was in 
conformity to its constitution; they 
showed from the record of hearings 
and the Congressional Record that 
it was due solely to the work of 
the Legislative Committee that the 
illegal appropriations from the 
tribal funds had been discontinued 
this year, and that the claims of 
the Iudians against the govern 
ment for unfulfilled treaty stipula
tions would soon be brought to 
final settlement, and they proved 
to the satisfaction of the council 
that the work of the General 
Council under President Morrison 
was in strict conformity to the 
wishes and likewise to the great 
bmefit to all of the Chippewas of 
Minnes U. They further proved 
to the Fond du Lac Indians, that 
Coffey, a member of their band 
was the greatest detriment to their 
welfare as well as to all the Chip? 
pewas and that he has and is actr 
ually misrepresenting the true 
conditions relative to the interests 
of all the Minnesota Chippewas, 
both at home and at Washington, 
D. C , that he even went so far as 

to induce one old Indian to parade 
the streets of Washington, and the 
Halls of the Interior Department, 
decorated in feathers and war 
paint to strengthen his claim of 
representing the REAL INDIAN, 
this particular incident the mem
bers of the council resented, stat
ing that it pictured to the world 
the Indian as an incompetent still 
maintaining tribal relations, and 
calculated to impress the Commis
sioner that the Indians of Minne 
sola still needed government super 
vision. 

After the statements and argu 
ments of Messrs CaYI, Arten, 
Jackson and Beaulieu, the council 
decided to express their sentiments 
relative to Coffey and his faction 
and the General Council of which 
John G. Morrison is president, 
and a motion was entered and 
seconded calling for a vote, the 
vote on the motion was as follows:. 
Those favoring to stand by the 
General Council and John G. 
Morrison, numbered thirty-one, 
and those favoring 10 stand by 
James I. Coffey numbered four, 
thus the overwhelming vote of 31 
to 4 sustaining the Gene ru I Council 
of Minnesota Chippewas and John 
G. Morrison now proves conclusi 
vely how the members of the 
Fond du Lac Band of Chippewas 
look upon this man Coffey. It is 
only pertinent to say that of the 
four who voted for Coffey, one 
was his brother and the other his 
brotherinlaw. 

'Inhuman and Brutal." 
SOMETIMES THE TRUTH IS TOLO, 

Former Superintendent, John H. 
Hinton, wrote a letter to the 
chairman and other members of 
the sub-committee of tbe Senate 
Committee on Indian Affairs, dated 
Washington, D. C , Feb. 17,1919, 
and in "self defence" against his 
disreputable adversary, E. B. Lin-
nen, who likewise saught, through 
a series of infamous and cowardly 
tactics and most damnable 
infamy upon the character, good 
name and reputation of several of 
thejreputable and progressive resi 
dents of this reservation during 
his so-called "investigation" and 
which was held at tbe in
stigation of the Indian Bu
reau. Concerning this dispicable 
arch desecrator of character and 
manhood, we herewith publish 
excerpts from tbe Hinton letter} 

" I charge that the labors of In 
spector Linnen arc detrimental to 
the service; he is destructive in. 
his methods, narrow, unsystematic, 
arrogant, and even abusive (pro 
fane) toward employees. ' In 
spec-tor Linnen seeks to control 
and dominate the field force by 
putting them in fear and fright of 
himself. He is a would be Kaiser 
in his limited sphere, equally as 
destructive, cruel, inhuman and 
brutal." * 

"To him who is familiar with 
the facts (so called investigation), 
his report is amazing, shocking, 
and distressing, and it is wondered 
whether there is any remedy or 
redress either through the execu 
tive or legislative branch of the 
Government, for assaults by 
special officers upon the character 
and capaeity of empIoyees(likewise 
reputable citizens, members of the 
reservation), and their conviction 
or condemnation without notice of 
charges and opportunity to hear 
and meet them." 

" I cannot close without relating 
an incident as showing the type of 
man and officer he is: I refer to 

! tbe neglect by Inspector Linnen fn 
pay the expenses of the Govern
ment chauffeur, an )ndian named 

Wil l ianT^ny waush, who drove 
him over the reservation in a 
Government auto. When the 
gasoline was exhausted in making 
the tour the inspector declined or 
neglected to purchase a supply, 
leaving that for the Indian 'to pay 
for. The inspector also declined 
or neglrcted to pay for the sub 
stance of the Indian driver while 
oh the trip. The Indian had to 
borrow foe money while out on 
the recurvation to pay these 
necessary expenses incurred for 
the benefit of the inspector, and 
the Indian had not on February 8, 
1919, procured his subvouchers in 
order to get reimbursement from 
the agency for his expenditures. 
This is the first and only case to 
my knowledge where an inspecting 
or supervising officer has declined 
or neglected to pay his necessary 
expenses. 

In conclusion, a congressional 
investigation of the methods and 
procedure practiced by Inspector 
Linnen and the reasons for his 
recommendations will reveal in
justice;- injuries, and hardships 
indicted upon Indian Service em
ployee, (and a series of dastardly 
assaults, seeping with vilest de 
famatory infamy against reputable 
members of this reservation, es
pecially the members of tbe Leg 
islative Committee, General Conn 
cil, Minnesota Chippewas), and 
show the iniquity of a system as 
practiced, as well as abuse of 
authority bordering on "personal 
absolutism," prevailing in Army 
court-martial." 

The above excerpts of the heinous 
methods practiced by this egotistic 
moY.cu3£Tk E. B Linnen, are more 

significent coming as they do from 
a former djed-in-the-wool advo 
cate of "rules regulations system" 
of the Indian Bureau. There is 
an old saying somewhere to effect 
that "when rogues fall out honest 
men get their dues." We sincerely 
hope that such a "blessing" is in 
store for the honest people of this 
reservation. 

Indians Claim Lake Front. 
Chicago, III.—Plans of munici

pal improvement along thef twenty 
miles of lake front here were 
jeopardized recently by a suit f«»r 
injunction filed against the city 
and others by representatives of 
the Pokagon band of the Pottawat
tamie nation of Indians. 

The suit also makes claim to a 
strip of land along the lake front 
from Evanston to South Chicago, 
valued at many millions of dollars. 
The fndians base their suit upon a 
treaty between the United^ States 
and the United Tribes of Ottawas, 
Chippewas and Pottawattamie In* 
dians Aug. 3, 1775, at Greenville, 
Ohio. 

The government surveys, the 
suit charges, show that the eastern 
boundary of the grant is 100 feet 
back from the lake, provided to 
give the Indians fishing a.id camp 
ing privileges along the lake shore. 

A somewhat similar suit was 
filed a year ago by the Indians of 
several tribes individually and is 
now pending in the federal courts 
The petition asks that Chicago be 
enjoined from carrying on any 
improvements to the lake shoro 

pending a settlement of the suit. 
—Ex. 

The above offers a splendid ex
ample of "broken treaties, abused 
confidence," as between the Indian 
tribes and the United States, great
ly to the shame of the laister. Fur
thermore it offers a positive evi
dence for needs of organization 
and co operation on the part of 
the Indians. And it can readily 
be seen what would befall tbe 
Minnesota Chippewas if tliey had 
not woke up to that realization a 
few years ago when they organi
zed and created, among themselves, 
a General Council, and in whom is 
vested the general interests of the 
said Chippewas. This Council, 
through its Legislative Committee, 
acts in the capacity of ' 'watch
dog" for the economic anil pro
gressive we'fare oi the Chi ppewa 

(Continued on 8th page.) 

OVERLAND 
CARS. 

Applo blossom time in an 
"OVERLAND." There la 
nothing more contagious titan 
enthusiasm. The apprecia
tion and respect so freely ex
pressed by over 000,000 Over
land owners is a priceless 
asset. Model 90, by itB <iasy 
riding qualities, economy, 
sturdincss and dependable 
performance, constantly wid
ens the circle of Overland 
friends. The enthusiasm, of 
owners is your safest buying 
guide. 

Young Bros., 
(DEALERS) 

WaiilNui, 

i 

When you want 
the best 

In Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, Footwear, etc., call on 
us. 
We're right here every day in the ye»r (except Sunday) to supply you 
with any and everything you may need in 

THE BEST AND PUREST GROCERIES IN THE MARKET. 

-

The B. L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

White Earth, ilinnesota. 
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