
THE TOMAHAWK, WHITE EARTH. MINN. 

Indians in the State of Minnesota, ex
cept the White Earth and Red Lake 
Reservations, and to all and so much 
-of these two reservations as in the 
judgment of ,said commission is not 
required to make and fill the allot' 
ments required by this and existing 
acts , • * * ." 

The Chippewa Indians ceded to the 
United States by the agreements en
tered into under the act of 1889 all 
of their lands "not required to make 
and fill the allotments required by 
this and existing acts." That was 
thirty years agb. On page 169 of the 
hearings before the House Committee 
on Indian Affairs on the Indian Appro
priation Bill that failed of passage at 
the last session appears a table fur
nished by the Indian Bureau which 
shows the agencies and reservations 
that are today being maintained, to
gether with the area of the reserva
tions, as follows: 

Area (acres) 
Fond du Lac 39,567 
Grand Portage 24,191 
Leech Lake 105,047 
Nett Lake 62,513 
Red Lake 416,088 
White Earth 442,231 

Total 1,089,637 
There is not now and never has 

been any authority of law for main
taining the following reservations: 

Fond du Lac, 
Grand Portage, 

f Leech Lake, and 
Nett Lake. 

Nor has there ever been any author
ity of law for maintaining agencies at 
Pond du Lac, Grand Portage and Nett 
Lake. For thirty years agencies at 
these places have been maintained by 
the Department without authority of 
law and the expenses Incident thereto 
have all been paid out of the trust 
funds of the Chippewa Indians in vio
lation of law. The land embraced 
within the Fond du Lac, Grand Port
age, Leech Lake and Nett Lake reser
vations has not been sold as the act 
of January 14, 1889, and the agree* 
ments entered into thereunder direct
ed that it should be, resulting in great 
loss to the Indians. 

The Remedy. 
The unallotted land contained in the 

Fond du Lac, Grand Portage, Leech 
Lake and Nett Lake reservations 
should be, as soon as practicably, dis
posed of and the proceeds placed in 
the Treasury of the United States in 
the Interest bearing fund. The In
dians are entitled to Interest on the 
value of the land thus reserved from 
sale for thirty years in violation of 
the agreements of 1889 at the rate of 
fire per centum per annum. The 
amount expended in the maintenance 
of the agencies at Fond du Lac, Grand 
Portage and Nett Lake and taken 
from the funds of the Indians should 
be ascertained and the total amount, 
plus five per cent interest from the 
date of the diversion of the Interest 
bearing trust fund should be deposited 
in the Treasury of the United States 
to the credit of all the Chippewa In
dians of Minnesota. The agencies' 
now being illegally maintained should 
be forthwith abolished. 

(i) The Improper Use of the Trust 
Funds to Defray Departmental Ex
penses Among the Chippewas. 

For thirty years the Indian Bureau 
has erroneously used the trust funds 
of the Chippewa Indians of Minnesota 
in defraying the expenses of main
taining the departmental agencies in 
Minnesota. In order to intelligently 
understand this matter a review of 
what has occurred becomes necessary. 

Since about the year 1800 the United 
States has maintained agents and 
agencies among the Chippewa Indi
ans, the same as it has maintained 
agents and agencies among all the 
other Indian tribes. The maintenance 
of these agencies was in pursuance 
of a governmental policy adopted for 
its own protection and was forced 
upon the Indians. Prior to 1889 and 
for years thereafter the expenses of 
these agencies were paid out of the 
public funds of the United. States. 
Section 7 of the act of January 14, 
1889, as ratified by the Indians, pro
vided: 

"That all money accruing from the 
disposal of said lands in conformity 
with the provisions of this act shall, 
after deducting all the expenses of 
making the census, of obtaining the 
cession and relinquishment, of mak
ing the removal and allotments, and 
of completing the surveys and ap
praisals, in this act provided, be placed 
in the Treasury of the United States 
to the credit of all the Chippewa In
dians in the State of Minnesota as a 
permanent fund, which shall draw 
interest at the rate of five per centum 
per annum, payable annually for the 
period of fifty years, after the allot
ments provided for In this act have 
been made, and which interest and 
permanent fund shall be expended for 
the benefit of said Indians in manner 
following: One-half of said interest 
shall, during the said period of fifty 
years, except in cases hereinafter 
otherwise provided, be annually paid 
in cash in equal shares to the heads 
of families and guardians of orphan 
minors for their use, and one-fourth 
of said Interest shall, during the same 
period and with like exception, be 
annually paid in cash in equal shares 
per capita, to all other classes of said 
Indians; and the remaining one-fourth 
of said Interest shall, during the said 
period of. fifty years, nnder the direc* 
Uon of the Secretary of the Interior, 
be devoted exclusively to the estab
lishment and maintenance of a sys-

.of free schools among said In
to their midst and for their 

t; and at the expiration of the 
eaM • f ty years, the said permanent 
find shel l be divided and paid to all 
pf aaid Chippewa Indians and their 

thee living, in cash, in equal 
Provided. That Congress 

r, to i t s discretion, from time to 
the said period of fifty 

years, appropriate, for the purpose 
of promoting civilization and self-sup
port among the said Indians, a portion 
of said principal sum, not exceeding 
five per centum thereof." 

In explaining this last proviso to 
the Indians (Ex. Doc. 247, 51st Cong., 
1st S e c , p. 88), the commissioners 
stated: 

"In case of the failure of crops or 
any unforSeen misfortune, here is a 
store-hoftse of money to be drawn up
on for your wants." 

The Indians understood, and their 
understanding was fully justified both 
by the language used in the proviso 
and by the explanation thereof made 
to the Indians that the principal fund 
was only to be encroached upon "from 
time to time, * * * for the 
purposes of promoting civilization and 
self-support," and that the pharse 
"promoting civilization and self-sup
port" meant what the commissioners 
said it meant, namely, that the fund 
would be drawn upon "in case of the 
failure of crops or any unforseen mis
fortune" that might befall them. 
There was no mention of the possible 
use of the funds in defraying the ex-' 
penses of governmental agencies 
which had always theretofore been 
borne by the United States, and neith
er the Indians nor the commissioners 
supposed such a contingency to be 
possible. The rule governing the con
struction of this agreement is stated 
in Minnesota v. Hitchcock, 185 U. S. 
at 395-6, as follows: 

" 'The language used in treaties with 
the Indians should never be construed 
to their prejudice. • . • * How the 
words of the treaty were understood 
by this unlettered people, rather than 
their critical meanings, should form 
the rule of construction/ " 

" 'And in Choctaw Nation vs. United 
States, 119 U. S. 1, 28: 

" 'The recognized relation between 
the parties to this controversy, there
fore, is that between a superior and 
an inferior, whereby the latter is 
placed under the care and control of 
the former, and which, while it author
izes the adoption on the part of the 
United States of such policy as their 
own public Interests may dictate, 
recognizes, on the other hand, such 
an Interpretation of their acts and 
promises as justice and reason de
mand in all cases where power is ex
erted by the strong over those to 
whom they owe care and protection. 
The parties are not on an equal foot
ing, and that inequality is to be made 
good by the superior justice which 
looks only to the substance of the 
right, without regard to technical 
rules framed under a system of mu
nicipal jurisprudence, formulating the 
rights and obligations of private per
sons equally subject to the same 
law.'" 

That-the United States authorities, 
like the Indians, understood that the 
funds received from the sale of the 
property Were not to be used for gen
eral agency or general administrative 
purposes, conclusively appears from 
what for many years thereafter tran
spired. The act of March 2, 1889 (25 
Stat.. 980, 993, 995, 999), made specific 
appropriations out of the public 
Treasury for the salary of the agent 
at the White Earth Agency, for agency 
employes and for support and civiliza
tion of the Indians on the White Earth 
and Red Lake Reservations. Similar 
specific appropriations out of the pub
lic Treasury for "agency" and "sup
port and civilization" purposes were 
carried in each appropriation bill 
down to and including /the act of 
March 3, 1909, as will appear from 
an examination of the following bills: 

Act approved August 19, 1890 (25 
Stat., 336, 337, 339, 351). 

Act approved March 3, 1891 (26 
Stat., 989, 990, 992, 1004). 

Act approved July 13, 1892 (27 Stat., 
120, 122, 123, 134). 

Act approved March 3, 1893 (27 
Stat., 612, 613, 615, 627). 

Act approved August 15, 1894 (28 
Stat.. 286, 288, 289, 302). 

Act approved March 2, 1895 (28 
Stat.. 878, 878, 880, 891). 

Act approved June 10, 1896 (29 
Stat., 331, 333, 335, 338). 

Act approved June 7, 1897 (30 
Stat., 62, 64, 66, 77). 

Act approved July 1, 1898 (30 
Stat , 571, 573, 575, 584-5). 

Act approved March 1, 1899 (30 
Stat., 924, 925. 926. 928, 937). 

(This last year an agency at Leech 
Lake was created, and the salary of 
the agent fixed at $1,800 a year, for 
which an appropriation was made out 
of the public funds, id., 925.) 

Act approved May 31, 1900 (31 Stat., 
at 222-3). 

Act approved March 3.1901 (31 Stat., 
1058). 

Act approved May 27, 1902 (32 
Stat., 245-6). 

Act approved March 3, 1903 (32 
Stat., 982). 

Act approved 
Stat., 189). 

Act approved 
Stat., 1048). 

Act approved June 21, 1906 (34 Stat., 
325). 

Act approved March 1, 1907 (34 
Stat., 1016). 

Act approved April 30, 1908 (35 
Stat , 70). S 

Act approved March 3. 1909 (35 
Stat., 781). 

By all these acts the United States 
clearly recognised its. obligation to de
fray all the expenses of its agencies 
out of the public funds. 

In 1909 the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs under the authority contained 
in the act of July 1, 1898 (30 Stat., 
573), vis.; 

"Provided further. That the Com
missioner of Indian Affairs, with the 
approval of the Secretary of the In
terior, may devolve the duties of any 
Indian agency upon the superinten
dent of the Indian training school 
located at such agency, whenever in 
his judgment such superintendent catf 
properly perform the duties of 

April 21, 1904 (33 

March 3. 1905 (33 

agency. And the superintendent upon 
whom such duties devolve shall give 
bond as other Indian agents," 
abolished the position of agent at 
White Earth and Leech Lake and the 
office of sub-agent at Red Lake and 
devolved the duties of those offices on 
the Superintendent of the Indian trainr 
ing schools established at said places. 
Thereafter no specific appropriations 
were made for the support of the 
agencies, which had been abolished 
and made a part of the school system, 
the appropriations therefor being car
ried in each appropriation bill under 
the heading "for support of Indian 
day and industrial schools" for which 
large lump sum appropriations were 
annually made. Commencing with the 
act of August 19, 1890 C26 Stat., 336, 
351), and continuing to and including 
the act of April 4, 1910 (36 Stat., 269 
at 276), every Indian Appropriation 
Bill contained an appropriation to de
fray the expense of administering the 
act of January 14, 1889, each act in 
express language limiting the expen
diture pf the money to specific pur
poses incident to the administration 
of the act of January 14, 1889, thus 
indicating conclusively that Congress 
did not understand that the proviso 
to section 7 of the act of 1889 author* 
ized the use of any of the funds de
rived therefrom for general agency 
purposes. 

Notwithstanding these express lim
itations and the further fact that Con
gress had . made express appropria
tions out of the public funds for the 
maintenance of the agencies, the In
dian Bureau diverted and used a part 
of the trust funds appropriated to 
defray the administrative expenses 
under the act of January 14, 1889, and 
used them for general agency pur
poses for which appropriations had 
been made out of the public funds. 

Prior to 1910 the appropriations 
made for defraying the expense of 
the work under the act of January 14, 
1889, were out of the public Treasury, 
each appropriation being made reim
bursable out of the trust fund. A part 
of this money was used in defraying 
the expenses of the agencies main
tained among the Chippewas, three of 
which have been maintained for many 
years at great expense without any 
authority of law. In 1910 the United 
States was reimbursed In full for all 
moneys carried in the preceding ap
propriation bills. 

In the fall of 1910 the Indian Bureau 
conceived the idea of making the In
dians, who had large trust funds 
standing to their credit, pay the ex
penses of maintaining the governmen
tal agencies. The great majority of 
the Indian funds were held under the 
exclusive and plenary control of Con
gress. Overlooking the nature of the 
trust which attached to the funds of 
the Chippewas, the Indian Bureau 
submitted an estimate to Congress 
which was included in the Act of 
March 3. 1911 (36 Stat., 1058 at 1065), 
as follows: . 

"That the Secretary of the ^Interior 
Is hereby authorized to withdraw 
from the Treasury of the United 
States, at his discretion, the sum of 
$165,000, or so much thereof as may 
be necessary, of the principal sum on 
deposit to the credit of the Chippewa 
Indians of the State of Minnesota, 
arising under section 7 of the act of 
January 14, 1889, entitled 'An act for 
the relief and civilization of the Chip
pewa Indians in the State of Minne
sota/ and to use the same for the pur
pose of promoting civilization and 
self-support among the said , Indians 
In manner and for purposes provided 
for in said act." 

The following year a similar esti
mate was submitted by the Indian 
Bureau and Assistant Commissioner 
Meritt appeared before the Committee 
(H. Com. on Ind. Affairs, 1908-13, Vol. 
31, pp. 167-9) and stated: 

"Mr. Meritt. No, sir, when the In
dian tribes have large amounts to 
their credit the policy is to require 
the Indians to pay the cost of admin
istration. 

"Mr. Ferris. $185,000 is not required 
annually to administer the affairs of 
the Chippewas, Is it? 

"Mr. Meritt. Yes, sir, that includes 
all the Chippewa Indians—6 superin-
tendencies and including about 11,000 
Indians." 

How the Department, even with the 
approval of Congress, could establish 
a policy in 1910 that would change 
the trust created under the agree
ments entered into with the Chippewa 
Indians 21 years theretofore Is diffi
cult to understand, except upon the 
theory that the Indian Bureau officials 
overlooked entirely the terms and con
ditions under which the funds of the 
Chippewa Indians were being held 
and proceeded upon the theory that 
they could be used and disposed of 
for any purpose Congress might 
authorize. In United States v. Mille 
Lac Indians, 229 U. S., at p. 509, de
cided in 1913 it was expressly held 
that such could not be done. 

Similar appropriations, varying only 
in amounts, have been carried in 
every appropriation bill since the act 
approved March 3, 1911. At the last 
session, however. Congressmen Steen-
erson, Miller, Ellsworth and Knutson 
of Minnesota looked into the matter 
carefully and concluded that such ap
propriations out' of the trust funds 
were violation of the agreements of 
1889 and accordingly eliminated the 
Item from the bill on the floor of the 
House. Senator Kellogg, an eminent 
lawyer, who was one of the attorneys 
In Minnesota v. Hitchcock. 185 U. S., 
also looked into the matter and 
reached the same conclusion, and 
eliminated ft Senate Committee 
Amendment containing % similar, pre
vision from the bin o% the floor of 
the Senate. The Chippewa Indians 
insist that this has been an illegal 
diversion of their trust funds. If 
these funds can be used to pay the 
salaries and expenses of the regular 
Iadfcn force maintained on the reser

vations engaged in the enforcement 
of the general laws of Congress, and 
which forms an Integral part of the 
Indian Bureau, on the theory that the 
maintenance of such a force is in aid 
of their civilization and self-support, 
then the funds could likewise be used 
to defray the expenses of the Interior 
Department, which has to do with the 
Indians, and likewise used to pay the 
salary of the President of the United 
States and the expenses of the general 
government on the theory that the 
maintenance of the general govern
ment is in aid of their support and 
civilization. To take from the prin
cipal trust fund $160,000 to $205,000 
per annum will soon exhaust the fund 
and will leave nothing to distribute. 
The interest-payments will grow less 
annually and the entire trust fund will 
be consumed by the Bureau of Indian 
Affairs in defraying the regular ex
penses of that bureau. This is so 
flagrantly in violation of the terms 
and conditions of the trust that argu
ment is superfluous. 

• The Remedy. 
That the trust funds arising under 

the act of January 14, 1889, could not 
lawfully be used in defraying the ex
penses of a service established and 
maintained by the United States in 
pursuance of its own policies, would 
seem to be so plain that argument is 
unnecessary. The Chippewa Indians 
insist that, every dollar of their trust 
funds so used and expended should 
be reimbursed together with interest 
thereon at the rate of 5 per centum 
per annum from the date of the diver
sion. If any doubt exists as to their 
right to the return of these funds they 
ask that the matter be referred to the 
Court of Claims as provided in S. Bill 
421$, 65th Cong., 2d Ses., copy of which 
is hereto attached. 

(j) The Maintenance of, the School 
System Has Not Been in Conformity 
With the Agreement of 1889. 

The act of January 14, 1889, in ex
press language provided for an equal 
division of the tribal property. Sec
tion 7, after making provision for the 
annual distribution of three-fourths of 
the interest arising from the princi
pal fund among the members of the 
tribe, provided as follows; 
"and the remaining one-fourth of said 
interest shall, during the said period 
of fifty years, under the direction of 
the Secretary of the Interior, be de
voted exclusively to the establishment 
and maintenance of a system of free 
schools among said Indians, in their 
midst and for their benefit." 

The establishment and maintenance 
of the "free schools" contemplated 
and provided for the establishment of 
schools holding forth equal opportun
ities and benefits to all members of 
the tribe, namely, a system of day 
schools, suitably located and acces
sible to, all of the children of school 
age of the tribe. Instead of estab
lishing and maintaining such a sys
tem the Department, under the direc
tion Of the Indian Bureau, established 
a few day schools and a number of 
boarding schools. At that time, to-wit, 
in 1889, the free school system of the 
State of Minnesota had not been ex
tended to the Chippewa reservations. 
The Indian children were dependent 
upon school facilities furnished by the 
United States, charitable organiza
tions, or provided for by their parents 
at their own expense. Instead of es
tablishing and maintaining a system 
of day schools to be taken over and 
supplanted by the free school system 
of the State when the reservations 
were abolished, the Department estab
lished a few day schools and a num
ber of boarding schools. In these 
boarding schools the children were 
fed, clothed and maintained during 
the school year. The funds available 
were largely consumed in the main
tenance of these boarding schools, 
which afforded school facilities to 
only a limited number of the Chippe
wa children of school age, and thus 
practically the entire school fund was 
used, not for the education of all the 
Chippewa children, but for the ex
clusive benefit of a limited few. 

In 1910 when the agencies were 
abolished and the entire service placed 
under the control of the Superinten
dents of the Training Schools there 
was practically a complete merger of 
the agency and school expenses. The 
Superintendents of the Training 
Schools, who devote but a limited 
amount of their time to the schools 
snd practically all of their time to 
the work formerly performed by the 
agents, «were paid from the school 
fund,'notwithstanding the act of 1889 
as ratified by the Indians provided 
that this fund should be "devoted ex
clusively to- the establishment and 
maintenance of a system of free 
schools." Other . agency employees, 
only remotely connected with the 
school system have been paid out of 
the school funds. In short the school 
funds have never, particularly since 
1910, been used exclusively for the 
maintenance of the schools. 

By reference to pages 90-91 of the 
report of the Commissioner of Indian 
Affairs for the fiscal year end tog June 
30, 1918, It appears that the following 
schools were maintained among the 
Chippewas with the following average 
attendance: 
Schools Boarding Day 
Cass Lake 49 
Fond du Lac 9 
Normantown - 8 
Grand Portage 10 
Leech Lake 65 
Nett Lake 31 
Red Lake 69 
Cross Lake 58 
Vermillion Lake 103 
White Earth 137 
Beaulieu 28 
Elbow Lake 9 
Pine Point 25 
Round Lake * 12 
Twin Lake 22 

472 157 
In addition thereto there were 67 

Indian children attending the St. 
Mary's contract mission boarding 
school located at Red Lake and 101 
attending the St. Benedict contract 
mission boarding school located at 
White Earth. Thus of the 787 Chip
pewa children educated in the schools 
maintained by the Department and 
the mission schools only 157 attended 
day schools. The annual report of 
the Commissioner shows that there 
are 3,780 Chippewa children of school 
age, and that all of the school funds 
belonging to all the children of the 
tribe are being used in providing 
school facilities for less than 22 per 
cent of the entire membership of 
school age. Such a condition was 
never contemplated by the agreement 
of 1889, and this is the more repug
nant when it is remembered that about 
90 per cent of the fund is expended 
in the maintenance of boarding 
schools, the management and conduct 
of which is criticised and condemned 
even in the Linnen report wherein 
that report recommends that the 
boarding schools be hereafter con
ducted along the lines upon which 
the mission schools have been con
ducted.- At page 529 of the House 
Hearings this appears in the Linnen 
report: 

"Said schools" (referring to the 
mission schools) "should be visited 
by those in charge of the White Earth 
Boarding school, and it is suggested 
that they pattern thereafter as regard 
cleanliness, system, order, neatness, 
industry, and economy." 

These boarding schools, which have 
been the cause of much complaint, 
should be abolished. The State of 
Minnesota has the greatest school 
fund In proportion to the population 
of that State of any State in the 
Union. In every county in which the 
Indians reside are to be found public 
schools. If they are not accessible to 
all a mere request upon the school 
board, accompanied by. a showing for 
the necessity of an additional school 
or schools, would be all that would be 
necessary to provide additional school 
facilities. In the Linnen report, p. 
530, it is stated with reference to those 
children attending the White Earth 
Boarding School: 

"The large majority, in fact, all but 
about a dozen of the pupils in atten
dance at said White Earth Boarding 
School, reside anywhere from 4 to 20 
or more miles from said school, so 
that if said boarding school were 
changed from a Government to a dis
trict public school it may readily be 
seen that these Indian pupils would 
not have the advantage of attending 
same." . 

Within a radius of 20 miles from 
White Earth in any direction are to 
be found a number of public schools, 
and the county and state stand ready 
to establish additional schools if 
needed. As long, however, as the 
Indian Bureau Insists upon taking 
these children from their homes and 
putting them in boarding schools 
there is no necessity for additional 
public schools, and this practice has 
retarded and prevented the establish
ment of public schools contiguous to 
the Indians in every locality in Minne
sota. 

In dealing with this question it 
would be improper to overlook or 
ignore the - statements appearing on 
page 531 of the Linnen report, and 
which are as followfe: 

"In connection with the assertion of 
the legislative committee that the 
State authorities were ready and will
ing to assume the burden of educating 
the Chippewa Indian children, particu
larly on the White Earth Reservation, 
who are now attending the boarding 
and day schools, we called upon C. 
G. Schulz, State superintendent of 
education, at the capitol In St. Paul, 
Minn. We had a very satisfactory in
terview with Mr. Schulz and explained 
to him the work of education the 
Government had been and was now • 
carrying on on the White Earth and 
other reservations in Minnesota. Mr. 
Schulz was very frank in telling us 
that the State had no funds or organ
ization with which to take over the 
work now being done by the Govern
ment, particularly to do the work now 
being done by the boarding school In 
providing not only schooling but food, 
clothing, and medical attention for 
the Indian pupils. He realised, also, 
that If the State should take over 
the boarding school buildings for a 
consolidated district at White Earth 
village that there would be 150 or 
more pupils now in attendance at the 
White Earth Boarding School who 
would be without any school facilities, 
as their homes are not convenient to 
district or Government day schools, 
and in many cases if they were that 
the home conditions and the means 
of the parents would not permit the 
regular attendance of the children at 
a district school." 

It will be observed that Mr. Linnen 
carefully avoided inquiry of the State 
officials as to whether additional pub
lic day schools would be provided by 
the State and counties to meet the 
requirements of the Chippewa chil
dren if the departmental school sys
tem was abolished. Of course, the 
State would not take over the board
ing school system, the very system 
the Indians desire to have abolished. 
There is no authority under existing 
law for the State to maintain board
ing schools, and it i s a certainty that 
the State Legislature would not sanc
tion i t 

Of course, under the State law there 
is no authority for the establishment 
and maintenance of bearding schools, 
and it is these boarding schools that 
the General Council insists should be 
abolished. Mr. Schulz did not state 
to Mr. Linnen. nor would he make 
that statement to any person, that 
the State of Minnesota would not pro
vide ample day public schools for 
every child now attending the Indian 
boarding and day schools. This the 
State and counties of Minnesota stand 

ready to do. It la idle to talk about 
the Chippewa children not having 
proper home conditions that would 
permit their regular attendance at the 
public schools. Minnesota has a com
pulsory educational law and the par
ent who fails to send his or her ehild 
regularly to school is subject to heavy 
pently. 

The Remedy. 
The departmental school system 

maintained among the Chippewas 
should be immediately disconnected 
from the agency system. The em
ployees should be separate and dis
tinct and the school fund should be 
used exclusively for the schools. The 
Indian schools, both day and board
ing, should be abolished as fast as 
public schools are provided for the 
children now attending the Indian 
schools. This should be v taken up 
with the State and county authorities, 
the proper places for the location of 
the additional public schools and the 
probable number of children that 
would attend each school should be 
ascertained and proper application 
made to the authorities for the estab-' 
lishment of the schools. The Gen
eral Council stands ready t o assist 
the Department in this work. Every 
child now attending a boarding school 
who lives contiguous to a public 
school, and there are a number, should 
be discharged from the boarding 
school and put in the public school. 
There are a few children, probably not 
to exceed one hundred, who are at
tending the boarding schools and 
whose families live in remote localities 
where it would probably not be prac
ticable to provide proper school facil
ities for them. These children should 
be placed in the mission schools and 
their expenses paid out of the school 
fund. This would be an Inequality 
but of little consequence, as compared 
to past and present conditions and 
the tribe would make no objection 
thereto, as the Chippewa Indians, even 
though it necessitates financial sac
rifice, are anxious that all the chil
dren of their blood shall have proper 
educational opportunities. Every day 
school maintained contiguous to a 
public day school, and there are sev
eral of them, should be abolished or 
turned over to the State and the chil
dren put in the public schools. 

(k) The Improper Classification of 
Pine Land as Agricultural Land. 

Section 4 of the act of January 14. 
1889, as ratified by the Indians pro
vided: 
"the said Secretary of the Interior, 
upon notice of the completion of such 
surveys, shall appoint a sufficient num
ber of competent and experienced ex
aminers, in order that the work may 
be done.within a reasonable time, who 
shall go upon said lands thus sur
veyed and personally make a careful, 
complete, and thorough examination 
of the same by forty-acre lots, for the 
purpose of ascertaining on which lots 
or tracts there is standing er growing 
pine timber, which tracts on which 
pine timber is standing or growing 
for the purpose of this act shall be 
termed 'pine lands,' the minutes of 
such examination to be at the time 
entered in books provided for that 
purpose, showing with particularity 
the amount and quality of aH pine tim
ber standing or growing on any lot 
or tract, the amount of such pine 
timber to be estimated by feet in the 
manner usual in estimating such tim
ber, which estimates and report of 
all such examinations shall be filed 
with the Commissioner of the Gen
eral Land Office as a part of the per
manent records thereof, and thereup
on that officer shall cause to be made 
a list of all such pine lands, describ
ing each forty-acre lot or tract thereof 
separately, and opposite each such 
description he shall place the actual 
cash value of the same, according to 
his best judgment and information, 
but such valuation shall not be a t , a 
rate of less than three dollars per 
thousand feet, board measure of the 
pine timber thereon, and thereupon 
such lists of lands so appraised shall 
be transmitted to the Secretary pf 
the Interior for approval, modification, 
or rejection, as he may deem proper. 
If the appraisals are rejected as a 
whole then the Secretary of the In
terior shall substitute a new appraisal 
and the same or original list as ap
proved or modified shall be filed with 
the Commissioner of the General Land 
Office as the appraisal of said lands, 
and as constituting the minimum price 
for which said lands may be sold, as 
hereinafter provided, but in no event 
shall said pine lands, be appraised at 
a rate of less than three dollars per 
thousand feet board measure of the 
pine timber thereon." 

The same section also provided: 
"All other lands acquired from the 

said Indians on - said reservations 
other than pine lands are for the pur
poses of this act termed 'agricultural 
lands."' 

Section 6 provided that the agricul
tural lands should be disposed of to 
actual settlers under the provisions 
of the homestead law and that each 
settler should pay for the land ac
quired by him under said l a w $1.25 per 
acre, said amount, to be paid to five 
annual payments. 

The men appointed to do this work 
erroneously or fraudulently classified 
large areas of pine land as agricul
tural land and the pine land thus er
roneously classified was disposed of 
under the homestead law. The timber 
rights alone on some of the quarter 
sections disposed of under the home
stead law sold for as high s s $3,000. 
This matter was investigated by In
spector J. George Wright, who, under 
date of December 31, 189$, submitted 
a comprehensive report thereon to 
which report reference i s hereby 
made. It was the subject also of aa 
investigation by a Committee of Con
gress and resulted to the act of June 
27, 1902 (32 Stat., 400), which amend
ed the act of January 14, 1889 with 
reference to the ciassiflcattosy sett-


