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Walter F . Dickens, superintend
ent of the White Earth Agency, 
left for Washington, D . 0 . , last 
Fr iday. Mr. Dickens' mission to 
the Capital city is probably for the 
purpose or consulting with his 
chief, the Hon. Commissioner of 
Indian Affairs, concerning reser
vation affairs generally. 

There can be no question as to 
the judgment and qualification of 
Mr. Dickens as an efficient official 
as has been manifested in his long 
management of the Red Lake 
agency and which has materially 
developed during his short resi
dence here. His prompt business 
activity, genial courtesy and broad 
liberal consideration accorded 
every person having occasion to 
transact business at the agency 
office have won for him the esteem 
and respect of the people. 

Practically the conclusive solu
tion of all the vexed questions 
tfhich have heretofore perturbed 
the social, moral and progressive 
interests of the Chippewas gener
ally rests solely with the Indian 
Bureau. And whether or not this 
chronic manifestation of eternal 
prevarication on the part of the 
Bureau will continue or the broad 
liberal views of democratic civili
zation prevail is largely corjectur-
able. One thing is certain, in so 
far as the Chippewas are con 
cerned, and that is that if there 
are any monkey wrenches permit
ted to clog t h e ' even tenor of 
modern, progressive development 
and self determination of the 
Minnesota Chippewas in thes future 
it will not have been placed there 
by Walter F . Dickens. 

Would Prefer That The 
Red LaKe Indians 

Remain Outlaws. 
Allotments Would be a Detriment to the 

Welfare of the Red Lake indians, 

Says Geo W. Cross, Superintendent 

And Special Disbursing Agent at Red 

Lake Indian Agency. 

The Red Lake situation is indeed 
depressing, paradoxical as it, may 
*eefn, the encouragement, which 
should be for a higher standard of 
living and better citizenery of the 
State and Nation, the Red Lake 
Indians are today being prejudiced 
against the principles which would 
make them an mtergral part of the 
nation's activities and the doctrines 
of its Government. The Red 
L a k e Indians are today denied the 
r ights and privileges of cit izen
ship, merely held as wards of the 
Government , sucklings and weak
ling-, who are not abje to help 
themselves but always to remain 
At the mercy of the policies and 
methods of that branch of the 
i iovernment known as the ' ' Indian 

Bureau" with all its " S T A R 
C H A M B E R " practices, but this 
will remain or continue only so 
long as there is funds to their 
credit with which to maintain the 
salaries of a horde of Indian Bu
reau employees. 

The other day, the Court of 
Indian Offenses was in session a t 
Red Lake, the presiding judges, 
who have held the office for some 
time in the past, are picked from 
the older element, they do not 
speak the English language and 
cannot read or write it, conse
quently it is necessary that these 
Indian judges rely on some one 
for their decisions, wh:ch .would 
seem a deplorable condition to any 
community where the bar of justice 
is predominated by ignorance 
This farce of going through a trial , 
such as is conducted by the Indian 
Bureau, where the Indians have 
not received their allotments of 
land in severalty and remain wards 
of the Government, should forever 
be eliminated. The case which 
was brought before the " B a r of 
J u s t i c e " a t this t ime was, or 
would be generally speaking, a 
man seeking relief through the 
courts for assault and battery 
committed upon his person. Com 
plaint was made by A (a govern
ment employee) that B (an official 
of the Red Lake Council) had 
threatened him because he was 
running lines for C (a member of 
the Red Lake Band) on his t en ta 
tive allotment B assuming the 
leadership of the Red Lake In
dians and claiming to voice the will 
of each of them, and insisting that 
no surveys of any kind be made 
on any tract of land on the reser
vation which was intended to be, a 
(selection for an allotment. Upon 
the refusal of A to abide his 
wishes, B suddenly attacked him 
by taking away from him the staff 
he had in his har.d and str iking 
him over the head with it two or 
three times until the staff broke 
in two, and evidently B was. not 
satisfied with what he had already 
done, so he struck A with his 
hand which took all the skin off 
from A's nose. A 's head was a'so 
cut from the staff which B used 
when he first made the assault. 
The court on hearing the case, and 
being satisfied, from the evidence 
given, that B was guilty beyond a 
doubt, imposed upon him the t e r 
rible outrageous sentence; a 
" F I V E D O L L A R F I N E . " What 
satisfaction did the complainant 
get out of this? We are sure he 
is happy and contented over the 
result of the trial. The Court of 
Indian Offenses had two cases on 
the docket that day. The other 
being a dispute between several 
parties as to the ownership of a 
certain tract of land, most of 
which was improved by the orig 
inal owner who had died some 
time ago. Par t of this t ract o< 
land had always been reserved for 
a sugar bush and the whole of the 
land is within a legal subdivision 
of an eighty acre tract The party 
claiming this improved land with 
the sugar bush is one of the I S S U E 
Y E T IN BEING of the original 
owner. This spring when this 
party moved out there with the 
intention of making sugar, it h a p 
pened that another party, who had 
no previous claim to the land and 
sugar bush, had got there ahead, 

i which of course caused some d is 
turbance, and the claimant of the 

1 land naturally sought relief 
: through the Indian Court. H o w 
ever just the cause of the party 
claiming the land might have 

, been, ye t the court, at the instance 
of George W. Cross, Superintend
ent, who made a statement to the 
effect tha t the Red Lake Indians 
were better off without allotment*, 
that he did not believe that al lot

ments of land should be given to 
the Indians on this reservation, 
that if allotments were made or 
given to them . they would be at 
the mercy of land sharks and 
grafters who are only waiting for 
the chafnee to take everything 
away from the Indian, leaving him 
a pauper all the rest of his life. 
As a result of this statement, the 

they will remain outlaws as long 
as he does. 

We are now living in an age 
wlv re the Indian is becoming more 
and more educated in spite of all 
the >bstacles placed around him 
by those who presume to assist 
him to become self supnoriting 
and self respecting. They are 
gaining each day a certain degree 

judges of the court decided that j of efficiency which will give them 
the improved part of the tract of, {.-place in the world as a compon-
land in dispute, which comprises a ent part of all its activities. Since 
field, house, barn and one or two 
outbuildings, should go to the 
original claimant of the land and 
the sugar bush go to the intruder. 
Thus it will be seen that such a 
condition of affairs prevailing 
among the Red Lake Band will 
remain so as long as the officials in 
charge are opposed to car ry ing 
out the existing laws, giving the 
Indians on the Red Lake reserva
tion their allotments of land in 
severalty. The Red Lake Indians 
will also remain unsatisfied, they 
will be in constant turmoil and 
strife for what they claim to o w l 
in common until such t ime that 
allotments of land are given to 
them. There is also a feeling of 
bitter jealousy among the Indians 
of this reservation, either for the 
accumulation of the things which 
go to make a fairly good living 
and for popularity of leadership. 
They resort to the most unscrupu
lous methods to excel one another 
for leadership and gain, and to 
G E T the fellow whom they dp not 
like, whether the fellow is deserv
ing or not of their displeasure. 
This cult aud demeanor of these 
Indians is by no means inherited 
but has been instilled into them b;-
policies and methods of the Indian 
Bureau through its employees and 
the examples which have been 
constantly in their midst through 
these agents and care- takers . 

It can justly be said, tha t since 
the man at the head of this agency, 
the superintendent, being limited 
to the narrow sphere of Bureau
cratic and Departmental rules and 
regulations, has chosen a path 
which will ever sustain the dc 
moralizing influence of the Indian 
Bureau and thus keep the Indians 
in ignorance of their r ights to 
possess individual property and 
thereby deprive them of the sacred 
privileges of citizenship and the 
right to become self-supporttng 
and self-respecting people. The 
att i tude of the Superintendent in 
denouncing the making of allot
ments to the Red Lake Band, is 
shallow and without merit and is 
contrary not only to law but to the 
best interests of a people, for so 
long as the policy of segregation is 
continued over Indians, just so 
long will they remain incompe
tents. No race of people under 
the sun kept segregated and dom 
inated by deportmental supervision 
can make the progress they should. 
For th i r ty years the government 
by its segregation policy and 
minute supervision has absolutely 
failed, and the Red Lake Indians, 
through no fault of their own, are 
practically where they were forty 
years ago. Tnis condition of 
affairs will continue as long as the 
department persists in the folly of 
segregation and minute supervis
ion of these Indians. 

The witholding of allotments to 
these Indians is controlled by some 
motive which is well calculated to 
encourage the continuation of In
dian tribal life which in itnelf 
breeds only idleness, pauperism 
and incompetency. The law gov 
erning allotments to these Indians 
is plain, the Superintendent in
stead of resisting allotting should 
encourage it, he cannot with a 
clear conscience ingore the law, 
and furthermore he cannot expect 
those under him to be law abiding, 

this being the case why do not the 
officials reconcile themselves to 
the inevitable. Why cannot they 
now, since they know it , must 
come one way or another, live up 
to the laws and give the Red Lake 
Indians their allotments of land in 
severalty I 

Nuts. 
In our issue of March 27, we 

gave full space to an article pub 
iished in the WASSAJA. The ground 
covered by it editor. Dr. Monte 
zuma, was wide in the extension 
of the single point of abolishment 
of the Indian Bureau, an idea 
which the doctor and many high 
thinkers among Indians entertain, 
and in favor of which the General 
Council of 1917 passed a resolu 
tion. 

The idea is good, but as yet 
Congress has not seen fit to act 
upon it. Congress of late years 
has been very sympathetic with 
the Indian and given heed to his 
voice in a larger measure than one 
would have looked forward to* say 
decade ago. 

Ten years or more ago Congress 

entertained in greater or less de
gree the paternalistio idea which 
seems to be now, as it always has 
been, the very pith of Indian 
Bureau existence. 

The Bureau has not changed, 
but Congress has some, even 
though not enough to meet the 
demands of Dr. Montezuma and 
other men of his intellectual s tamp. 
We now come to the enlarging of 
Our caption. " N u t s . " In this we 
are but reproducing in a genera! 
way a word employed by Dr. 
Montezuma. He had been repro
ducing "excuses" and exp lana
tions of "Montezuma fads", to 
these he added words of his own 
to indicate his opinion of them. 
He says: "these ideas are nuts to 
crack. A hard nut is bard to 
crack, but a false nut is easy ." 
And we reckon that he is about 
r ight in placing ttie ideas of the 
Indian Office and of those who 
think with it in the category of 
the " so f t s . " 

The remainder of the WASSAJA 

article is the pinch of the thumb 
which crushes the paper shells of 
Indian Office nuts—the false ones, 
as Dr . Montezuma says. 

Segregation of Indians upon 
reservations, and reservational 
schools are two nuts upon which 
Wassaja looks with great disfavor 
and these he puts in the lingers of 
his good nut cracking hand and 
pinches with skill. 

In the days when reservations 
were established, two main 
thoughts governed. The white 
man yearned for the land of the 
red man and yearning, he dictated 
terms to the owners under which 
cessions were made. This is idea 

number one. I t was inhuman 
thought those of that day to leave 
the Indian homeless and so of the 
whole loaf a slice was reserved 
upon which the Indians should 
live. 

This is idea number two. But 
with these two main ideas went 
others more or less correlated. 

Having restricted his range of 
hunting and fishing, naturally it 
was felt that he must be inducted 
into new ways of supplying nia 
demands, so hoes and spades were 
put into his hands and he was told 
to dig his way through the diffi
culties that would be new to him. 
True, a government farmer was 
furnished him, but he must have 
thought, "what is one among so 
m a n y , " «nd so giving way to this 
easy way of dispiir he naturally 
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OVERLAND 
CARS. 

"PUBLIC OPINION" 
t 

The time to think about 
what people will say about 
your car iH before you buy it. 
It need not cost any more to 
drive a car you will be proud 
of. MODEL 00 in your kind 
of a car wit h riding comfort, 
good looks and economy that, 
won it the title of "THRIFT CAR" 
during the war. It, makes 
friends of its owners- better 
get yours now. 

Young Bros., 
(DKALKItS) 

Waubun, - Minnesota. 
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When you want 
the best 

In Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, Footwear, etc., call on 
us. 
We' re right here every day in the year (except Sunday) to supply you 

with any and everything you may need in 

THE BEST AND PUREST GROGERIES IN THE MARKET. 

The B. L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

White Earth, riinnesota. 
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