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July 28, 1914—July 28, 1919; 
what a difference in the meaning 
of these two dates to the world. 
Five years ago last Monday and" 
the gigantic dual empire of 
Austria—Hungary, backed by the 
German war lord, whose dream of 
world dominance sought this o p 
portunity to kindle the devastating 
fl ones of the great world war by 
whispering sic 'em to Austria's 
war dogs tugging at the leash to 
jump at the throat of tinny Serbia. 
Alas, how are the mighty fallen! 
Today there barely remains suffi
cient territory of the once mighty 
dual Empire to give it scant 
recognition among the nations of 
readjusted Europe whilst the high 
and mighty, the imperial German 
war lord, the brutal devil incar 
nate, all that impersonated boasted 
German Kulture, fiendish cruelty 
and deviltry, is a cringing fugitive 
in a foreign land, homeless, friend
less, hated and despised. 

THE WAR IS OVER. 

mocracy and the exclusion of the 
demoralizing influences of restrict
ed practices in the affairs of the 
Minnesota Chippewas, let us hope, 
forever. Be this as it may, recent 
events point strongly to a turning 
point in this direction. Recently 
orders have been iosued from the 
Indian Office abolishing positions 
connected with the White Eartb 
boarding and Beaulieu day schools 
and, as published in last week's 
issue, the school plant of the 
boarding school will be converted 
for the future use and purposes 
of public school district No. 112. 
Other instances of equally liberal 
tone have manifested themselves 
within the past month or two in
dicating a much less aggressive 
attitude against things progres
sive, on the part of the Indian 
Bureau, and which would tend 
decidedly towards . a favorable 
conclusion of the Assistant Com
missioner's message, "the war's 
over." 

In conclusion T H E TOMAHAWK is 

pleased to say that its efforts, con
cerning the right of self-deter
mination of the Cbippewas in the 
past, have been guided from mo 
tives which it deemed right, just, 
and on the conservative lines of a 
broad, liberal Democracy. And 
in the uninterrupted pursuit of 
this policy, the final establishment 
thereof for the Chippewas of 
Minnesota and other Indians in 
general, will it finally accept the 
Commissioner's verdict of "the 
war's over." / 

Attorney Webster Bal l ings , 
Washington, D. C , representing 
the General Council, Minnesota 
Chippewas, on the eve of his de 
parture to attend the recent ses
sion of the General Council, con 
vened at Cass Lake, and this at 
the special request of the Com 
missioner of Indian Affairs, called 
»*, the Indian Office and in a short 
i iterview with Assistant Com 
missioner E. B. Memt , asked that 
gentleman if he had any word 
which he desired Mr. Ballinger to 
convey to "the boys," the mem
bers of the General Council pre
sided over by John G. Morrison, 
Jr . , as its president, Mr. Meritt 
thought for a moment and then 
turning to Mr. Ballinger, a pleas
ant smile lighting his features, he 
answered: "tell the boys the war 
is over." 

There attaches a dual signifi 
cance to this very momentous 
message, coming as it does from 
the active head of the Indian 
Office. Summed up it means 
the end of the brazen opposi
tion and activities of the James 
1. Coffey cabal, which were 
permitted to exercise their con
temptible vocations as so-called 
"delegates", and this without 
proper credential, leave or license 
from 90 per cent of the Minnesota 
Chippewas. 

Other instances of equally de
pressing opposition against the 
progressive interests of the Minne
sota Chippewas in general, eman
ating from the same source*, 
could be enumerated but, for $he 
present, we will permit the cur
tain of consistent consideration to 
drop on the deplorable ckfcrtia of 
mismanagement and failure which 
attaches to the history of Govern
mental wardship of Indian affairs. 

It is probable that the conclu
sion of the Pinehurst Council 
spelled the Chauteau Tierry of 
Indiau Bureau dominance and 
ushered the advent of world de-

Coffey "Bolts" Again 
Man Who Started Romp Meet

ing at Indian Convention 
Here Last Year Repeats 

Trick at Cass Lake 

60YERNME0T WILL DECIDE MATTER. 

Minnesota Chippewas who are 
holding their annual council at 
Cass Lake this week, have had a 
series of exciting experiences, and 
the offort which was made by the 
government to unite the two fac
tions which have been pulling in 
opposite directions during the past 
year, failed. 

The meeting began at Cass Lake, 
Tuesday, with Walter F. Dickens, 
superintendent of the White Earth 
Indian agency, presiding. It had 
been intended that the delegates 
that had been elected from the vari
ous reservations should select their 
officers, regardless of what faction 
to which they might belong, and 
that the matter might be settled 
by the ballot. Everything went 
smoothly until time came for seat
ing the White Earth delegation 
and the faction known as the "full 
bloods," or the Indians who are 
not part white, "bolted" the meet 
ing and started a rump convention 
in another hall, headed by James I. 
Coffey, of the Fond du Lac reser
vation. Coffey was the head of 
a rump convention which took 
place in Bemidji last year when the 
Chippewas held their annual meet
ing here, and it was at that time 
that the disagreement arose between 
the full and mixed blood Indians, 
and the two factious were formed. 
Since the meeting last year, the 
two factions have constantly dis
agreed and government officials, in 
au effort to adjust the matter, sug
gested that both factions meet at 
Cass Like this year, and that the 
side which prevailed with the bal
lot be recognized as the represent
ative l»ody of the Minnesota Chip
pewas Indians. WTith the White 
Earth disagreement at the Cass 
Lake meeting, the full bloods left 

the council and started a meeting 
of their own. 

The full bloods have made but 

dians to select their own attorney 
without the approval of the In
dian Bureau and Secretary of the 

little progress at their meeting, j Interior, when they are interested 
James I. Coffey is presiding, but [parties, that looks very shady, 
business 'methods appear to be 
lacking. The mixed bloods, after' 
the full bloods had bolted immedi 
ately began their business session. 

and the fact is, it is wrong. 
The Indian Service regulations 

says this and that on the above 
matters, but IS IT L A W that 

J. G. Morrison, who had been head coincides with the courts of the 
of the general council of the Chip
pewas Indians of Minnesota since 
its organization in 1913, was re
elected president, and Paul Beau-
lieu was re elected secretary. Both 
are lied Lake men. 

There are about 350 Indians - at
tending the meetings at Cass Lake. 
Of this number there should be 120 
delegates, and it is said that prati 
cally all of the delegates regularly 
elected are in attendance at the 
Morrison meeting. The total num
ber of Indians attending the Mor
rison meeting is about 150, and the 
other 200 are attending the Coffey 
meeting. *. 

The allegation made by .the full 
bloods when they bolted the meet-:' 
ing, was that the White Earth 
delegation, which was being seat 
ed at that time, ha J not been elect
ed according to the rules of the 
council, and the allegation wa? also 
made that when the- election of 
delegates took place at White 
Eartb, several weeks ago, voters 
were shipped in from Wisconsin 
by the mixed bloods Indians, in 
order that they might control over 
the Minnesota council. 

When the storm clouds gathered 
at the Cass Lake meeting, the au
thorities expected trouble, and 

United States? If it does, then it 
is law and should be complied with 
without any question. But if the 
Indian Service regulations do not, 
then it is not law. The fact that 
Indians are wards of the United 
States Government may have 
some weight, but it does not fol
low that the Indians can be ruled 
without law. It appears that in 
order to do what is right wc must 
keep within the law. The In
dians want to be governed by law 
and not by arbitrary regulations. 
It seems they are right in the 
matter. 

We Indians arc men, and some 
of us have seen four score years 
and ten. We are in position to 
take care of ourselves and live 
uuder the laws that other races 
are governed. In the schools we 
arc taught that the United States 
is democratic, where the people 
have a voice in their affairs. This 
dealing with the Indians by reg
ulations is a mockery to the demo
cratic principle of our government. 
We must keep in mind that an 
Indian is a human being and 
should be treated as any other 
human being. Who would toler
ate their property to be disposed 
of, his money spent, without his 

seven deputy sheriffs were *BortfW>***nli -What heir would allow 
in, ready for any emergency should 
war be declared by the two factions, 
but the Indians took the same 
course white men would have tak
en under the circumstances, and 
did not attempt violence in any 
manner. When the break came, 
the full bloods in an orderly man
ner left the convention hall and se
cured another place for their meet
ing. 

Walter F. Dickens, who was sent 
by the Indian Department to. Cass 
Lake to preside at the meeting of 
the General Council of the Minne
sota Chippewas until a chairman 
was appointed, in a interview here 
yesterday said that the duly elect
ed delegates had named John G. 
Morrison, Jr. , as their president, 
and that he would not recognize 
the Indians who bolted with Coffey 
as representatives of the Chippe
was of Minnesota. This means that 
Morrison and the officers elected 
with him have been recognized as 
the real officials of the Minnesota 
council. Coffey has been repudia 
ted by the bolters and Ben Cas 
well is now head of the rump con
vention.—The Bemidji Sentinel. 

the selling of the land that be 
longs to the deceased's relations 

without first going through the 
courts for settlement? If the sur
plus land belongs to the Indians, 
is it legal to sell the land without 
the consent of the Indians? The 
question is, is it legal and right? 
Not anything about the Indian 

(Continned on 8th page.) 

In Porbate Court. 
Citation for Hearing on Final 

count and for Distribution. 
Estate of William St. Clair. 

Ac-

State Of Minnesota, County of Becker, 
in Porbate Court. 

In the Matter of the Kstate of William 
St Clair, Decedent. 

The State of Minnesota, toKath-
erineSt. Clair, Joseph St. Clair, Simon 
St. Clair, .lamesSt. Clair, Willie St. 
Clair, Alice St. Clair, Louis St. Clair, 
and John St. Clair, Whereas, Frank 
I) Beaulieu administrator of the 
above named estate, has filed in this 
court his final account of his admini
stration of the estate of the above 
named decedent, together with his 
petition praying for the adjustment 
and allowance of said final account 
and for distribution of the residue of 
said estate to the persons thereunto 
entitled: IT IS ORDERED, that said 
petition be heard, and that all persons 
interested in said matter be and ap
pear before this court on the 11th. 
day of August 1919, at 10 o'clock A.M. 
at the Probate Court Rooms in the 
Court House, at the City of Detroit. 
in sail county, and then and there, or 
as soon thereafter as said matter can 
be heard, show cause, if any they have, 
why said petition should not be grant
ed; and that this citation be served by 
the publication thereof in The Toma
hawk, White Earth, Minn., according 
to law. 

WITNESS the Honorable E. O 
Hanson, Judge of said court, this 15th 
day of July 1919. 

E. O. HANSON, 
Judge. 

F. I). BEAULIEU, 
Attorney for Petitioner. 

A Distressed Parent. 

•'Is that true what I hear about your 
nni?" 

'What do you hear about him?" 
"I hear that he is rather dissipated 

»nd is deeply in debt." 
"Yes, but that's not the worst of 1L 

li is much worso than people genet* 
.illy suppose." 

"flow is that?" 
••Thi' popular impression that I am 

wealthy is erroneous, hence I caa'l 
ills n ho lit my scapegrace son, as I 
would like to. I am so poor that ia 
order to cut him off with a shilling Til 
bavo to the borrow the shilling'*— 
Texas tit/tings. 

The Society 
Of 

AMERICAN INDIANS. 
A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OK 

AMKUIUANSJ 

Otycmrtlred at Ohio State University, 
APRIL, 1911. 

MEMBERSHIP 

Including Magazine, $2 Active 
annually. 

Junior Active—Indians under 21 
years of age. Including Maga

zine,, $1.50 annually. Without 
Magazine, 50c annually. 

Application for membership should 
be made to the Secretary-Treasur
er, Society of American Indians, 
707 20th Street, Washington, D . 
(J. Information regarding the 
Society will be cheerfully furnish
ed upon inquiry to the Secretary-
Treasurer, Washington, D. C. 

Or. CHARLES EASTMAN, 
President, 

/ .« • «-»—.-
Head T H E TOMAHAWK, 52 issue 

$1.60. 

Is It Legal? 
(£y Dr. Montezuma, in "Wassaja." 

Again we must touch upon legal 
questions, but let it be known that 
we are not lawyers. We are only 
guided by common sense. 

It does not look right to dispose 
of the Indian lands without consent 
of the Indians. It does not look 
right to spend Indians' money 
without consent of the Indians. It 
does not look right . to sell land 
that belongs to a dead Indian to 
settlers without the consent of his 
or her relatives. It does not look 
right to sell the surplus land after 
the Indians have been allotted 
without the consent of the Indians. 

When the Indian Bureau says 
that "the Indians arc incompetent 
and are not in a position to trans
act business affairs," and then 
works the reimbursement bond
age system upon them, it does not 
look right. Not to allow the In-

When you want 
the best 

In Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, Footwear, etc., call on 
us. 
We're right here every day in the year (except Sunday) to supply you^ 
with any and everything you may need in 

THE BEST AND PUREST GROGERIES IN THE MARKET. 

The B. L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

White Earth, flinnesota. 


