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to secure the welfare of the 
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WANTON WASTE OF THE 
CHIPPEWAS ESTATE IS 
A DISGRACE TO THE 
STATE OF MINNESOTA 
AND THE NATION, 

It is a Grime Against Members 
of the Chippewa Tribe and the 
Children in Minnesota, Both 
White and Indians, Who are 
Being Deprived Thereby of Ad
equate Public School Facili-

Officials of the State of Minnesota 
and the Nation, With the Ex
ception of Members of the Min
nesota Delegation in the House 
of Representatives at Washing
ton, Indifferent to a Condition 
That has Become Intolerable. 

This Condition has Been Produced 
and is Being Continued Sol* ly 
Because the United States Gov
ernment has Treated and is 
Treating its Agreements with the 
Chippewa Indians as "SCRAPS 
OF PAPER." 

• 

Washington, D. C , 
Oct. 29, 1919. 

Special to THE TOMAHAWK.— 
In 1889 the then Congressmen 

Kaute Kelson after y*irc»*>ts*ffur* 
secured the enactment of a law ap 
proved Jan. 14, 1889, commonly 
known as the Nelson Act, which 
was designed and intended for the 
protection of the Chippewa Indians 
of Minnesota and the conservation 
and utilization of their property 
and land. That law provided that 
before it should become operative 
it should be submitted to all the 
different bands of the Chippewa 
Indians in Minnesota for ratifica
tion. The Chippewa Indians by 
agreement, which was equivalent to 
a treaty with the Unied States, 
ratified the act and it became a 
binding agreement, binding alike 
upon the United States and the 
Chippewa Indians. It was a master 
piece in Irdian legislation and the 
Chippewa Indians, realizing the 
struggle the then Congressman 
Nelson had gone through in order 
to obtain the legislation, felt obh 
gated to him for life, and felt that 
their property rights, and above all 
their opportunity to take their 
place in the great citizenship of the 
country, was secure and assured. 
They felt, and had a right to feel, 
that every aid and assistance would 
be given them by the officers of the 
United States in their efforts for 
self advancement. 

How greatly they have been dis 
appointed and how grossly the au
thorities of the United States have 
disregarded that sacred agreement, 
to the detriment of the manhood 
and womanhood of the Chippewa 
people, to the detriment of the 
settlers upon the ceded lands and 
their children, to the detriment of 
the people of Minnesota as a whole, 
and to the detriment of the people 
of the United States, can best be 
told by a simple narration of what 
has transpired. 

By the agreement entered into 
pursuant to the Nelson Act the 
Chippewa Indians of Minnesota 
ceded to the United States between 
five and ten million acres of land; 
they ceded all of their lands except 
enough to make allotments to the 
then members of the tribe. The 
lands were ceded to the United. 
States io trust, the United States 
agreeing to investigate and classify 

the lauds into two classes, first, 
"pine lands", that is lands chiefly 
valuable for their pine timber, and 
second, "agricultural lands". All 
the ceded lands were to be placed in 
either one of these two classifica
tions. The allotments were to be 
made immediately, or as soon as 
the allotment work could be done, 
and the Secretary of the Interior 
was given authority in the event 
any Indian entitled to an allotment 
did not select his allotment to ar
bitrarily make the allotment in the 
name of the Indian.. The ceded 
lands were to be sold and disposed 
of and the proceeds were to be 
placed in the Treasury of the Unit 
ed States to the credit of ''All the 
Chippewa Indians of Minnesota." 
The fund was to bear interest at 
the rate of five per centum per an 
nura, one fourth of the interest 
money to be used annually for 
school purposes and the remaining 
three fourths to be paid in cash 
annually to the members of the 
Tribe. 

That was thirty years ago. To
day uot an' allotment of land has 
been made on the Red Lake Res
ervation. A forest reserve em
bracing 200,000 acres, for the pur
pose of preserving the primavel 
pine forests of Minnesota, has been 
created by Act of Congress, in dis
regard of the Nelson Act and in 
disregard of the agreements entered 
into thereunder, and thus 200,000 
acres of virgin forest belonging to 
the Chippewa Indians and which 
was to have been sold and disposed 
of thirty years ago, has been made 
a play thing for the Nation, at the 
expense of the Indians. Thua JeO, 
000 aeres of land on the Red Lake 
Reservation, rich and fertile as any 
lands in the State of Minnesota, 
that were, under the agreement 
entered into in 1889, to have been 
sold and disposed of and rendered 
productive and taxable, are now 
and have been for thirty years 
lying idle and unproductive. Not a 
dollar from grazing or other 
sources is being produced, save and 
except the proceeds derived from 
the sale of timber from time to 
time made by the Indian Bureau, 
and the proceeds derived from the 
sale of this timber are being di
verted from the trust funds of the 
Chippewa Indians of Minnesota and 
placed in a fund created for the 
benefit of the Red Lake Band, 
which is only a small part of the 
Chippewa tribe. 

About 250,000 acres of additional 
lands on the Red Lake Reservation 
is now and has for thirty years re
mained idle and unproductive. Not 
a dollar of profit has inured to the 
Indians, the State or the Nation 
during these thirty years from this 
land. 

During these thirty years the 
about 1500 members of the Red 
Lake Band have been retained in 
their former tribal condition, with 
out proper public school facilities 
and without any substantial op
portunity for advancement. They 
have been held under an Indian 
Agent with all the baneful effects 
of ancient Indian tribal conditions. 
With opportunity open through 
the Nation to the men and women 
of the Red Lake Band to obtain 
employment at lucrative wages, 
they have been held on the Red 
Lake Reservation virtual captives. 
The men cannot leave the reserva
tion until their allotments Are made, 
for fear they will lose their allot 
ments and the allotments of their 
wives and children. The Indian 
Bureau has refused to make allot 
ments to them. Tbey cannot go 
upon any piece of land and nuke 
permanent improvements with any 
assurance that the land will be 
allotted to them. Their lives are 
being spent in idleness and ignor
ance. AH this in utter disregard of! 

the promises made by the United 
States in the agreement of 1889. 

Over in Itasca county the United 
States Government, in utter disre
gard of the agreement of 1889, 
created a forest reserve which in
cludes within its borders more than 
500,000 acres of land, only 200,000 
acres of which were classified as 
pine land. Within the limits of 
this reservation are about 50,000 
acres of land allotted to the Indians. 
The allotments within this forest 
reserve are valueless. They might 
as well be in the wilds of Africa. 
The Indians are without public 
school facilities, as no public school 
can be established within the re 
serve. Their allotments are inac
cessible. They cannot be farmed. 
The Indians allotted within this 
reserve are compelled to make 
their living principally by fishing 
and hunting. They are not and 
cannot advance under their sur
roundings. The funds of the tribe 
in disregard-of the agreement are 
being used annually for their sup
port and civilization in this wilder
ness. Thus the United States by 
disregarding the agreement of 1889 
has impoverished these people arid 
is using the trust funds of the 
Chippewa Indians to make up for 
their impoverishment. About 75.-
000 acres of rich agricultural land 
are included within the limit of 
this forest reserve. This land is 
now and has for thirty years laid 
idle and unproductive, causing a 
loss to the Indians, the people of 
Minnesota and the Nation. 

In disregard of the Act of 1889 
which provided for the classifica
tion of the ceded lands into two 
classes—"pine lands" and "agri
cultural lands"—the United States 
officers in making the surveys and 
mips classified about 1,400,000 
acres as "swamp and overflowed 
land". Much of this land errone
ously classified as "swamp and 
overflowed" is covered with heavy 
stands of timber; much of it is 
water front land and therefore 
valuable, and practically aU of it 
when drained is among the richest 
agricultural land of the State of 
Minnesota. After the surveys wer« 
made the State of Minnesota ap
plied for this 1,400,000 acres un
der the National Swamp and Over
flow Donation Act of 1860. Tie 
government officers mistakenly 
patented about 700,000 acres of 
this land to tbeState of Minnesota. 
In 1915 the mistake was brought 
to the attention of the Department 
of the Interior by the Indians, and 
the Department ceased issuing pat
ents. The remaining 700,000 acres 
have been applied for. The State 
will not surrender title to the lands 
patented to it and no one under the 
circumstances would buy the land 
from the State and pay the full 
value, knowing that the title was 
in dispute Thus 1,400,000 acres of 
rich virgin land is now and has 
for thirty years laid idle and un
productive to toe loss of t'.ie In
dians, the people of the State of 
Minnesota and the Nation. 

In addition to these vast areas 
the United States authorities are, 
in violation of the agreements of 
1889, holding 39,567 acres in the 
.Fond du Lac Reservation; 24,191 
acres in the Grand Portage Reser
vation; 105,047 aces in the Leech 
Lake Reservation, and 62,513 acres 
in the Nett Lake Reservation. In 
addition to this they are holding a 
large area within the White Earth 
Reservation. 

Thus nearly 3,000,000 acres of 
land ceded to the United States in 
1889 to be sold and disposed of and 
the land rendered productive and 
taxable and the funds derived there* 
from placed in the interest bearing 
account of the Chippewa Indians of 
Minnesota, today, after the lapse 
of thirty years remain locked up in 

Indian Reservations and forest re
serves. All in violation of treaty 
obligations of the United States, 
and to the great and lasting injury 
of the Indians, 'the people of the 
State of Minnesota and the Nation. 

Congressmen Franklin E Ells
worth and Harold Knutson have 
been very active in the past two 
years to correct this intolerable 
couVition. They have both intro 
duce.d bills in Congress for the 
abolishment of the Forest Reserves 
and Indian Reservations and di
recting the administrative officers 
to dispose of this property in con
formity with the terms and condi
tions of the agreement of 1889. 
Their efforts have thus far proved 
ineffectual, because of lack of sup 
port at the Senate end. Senator 
Nelson, who is the Minnesota mem
ber on the Senate Committee on 
Indian Affairs, has taken complete 
control of all Chippewa Legislation 
at the Senate end of the Capitol. 
Senator l^ellogg has deferred en
tirely to the wishes and judgment 
of Senator Nelson with reference 
to Chippewa legislation. Numerous 
efforts have been made by the 
Chippewa Indians through their 
General Council to secure the in
troduction of a bill in the Senate 
by either Senator Nelson or Sen
ator Kellogg that would afford re
lief from the present conditions, 
but Senator Nelson who is in charge 
has not had time to personally in
vestigate the Chippewa situation 
and has relied upon the Indian 
Bureau for information has not 
seen fit to iotroduce tbem. The In -
<ĵ > Bureau is not over 
that the true situation should be 
brought to light, and has advised 
Senator Nelson that no administra

tive legislation is necessary or ad
visable at this time, but that the 
Indian Bureau has no objection to 
certain claims of the Chippewa 
Indians being referred to the Court 
of Claims. In order to relieve the 
situation administrative legislation 
is necessary, and thiu the Indian 
Bureau don't want. Therefore 
Senator Nelson, although anxious 
to help the Chippewas is io doubt 
as to what he should do. 

The legislation sought by the 
Indians, and being opposed by the 
Indian Bureau authorizes the 
preparation of rolls of the compc 
tent and incompetent Indians, pro
vides for the segregation of the 
tribal funds and property and the 
delivery of the property belonging 
to the competent class to them ab 
solutely, and provides that the 
property held for the incompetent 
class shall be paid to them in ten 
or twenty annual payments. The 
Indian Bureau has for years be?n 
obtaining appropriations from 
Congress out of the trust funds 
tor the support and civilization of 
supposedly 12,000 Indians, repre
senting the entire membership of 
the tribe. As a matter of fact at 
least 25 per cent of the membership 
of the tribe have left the tribe and 
are scattered throughout the Unit
ed States in lucrative employment 
and taking their part in the affairs 
of the States and Nation. At lei.st 
75 per cent of those who remain in 
the Chippewa country are as com
petent as are their white neighbors 
to look after and handle their 
property affairs, and it is a farce 
for the Indian Bureau to retain its 
supervisory authority over them. 
As a matter of fact only about 10 
to 20 per cent of the membership 
of the Chippewa tribe need any 

anxioua supervision or assistance at the 
hands of the Indian Bureau. It is 
no wonder that the Indian Bureau 
has reported that the preparat on 
of rolls of competent and incompe

tent members of the tribe is un
necessary. The preparation of such 
rolls would instantly disclose that 
the ba îs upon which appropria
tions had been previously made 
was false, and that hundreds of 
thousands of dollars of the trust 
funds of the Indians have been 
s<iuandered*in the past few years. 
Tht.s the Indian Bureau has re
ported that this legislation is un
necessary and undesirable. 

Legislation providing for the 
establishment of necessary town-
sites in the Indian country is also 
sought by the Chippewa Indians. 
This legislation would enable hun
dreds of owners of buildings in 
established towns to obtain title to 
the land upon which their buildings 
rest; it would open up the Indian 
country and inure immeasurable 
to the bauefit of the Indians. This 
legislation is beiu^ opposed by the 
Indian Bureau. 

It is apparent that until the sub
stantial citizensof Minnesota speak 
in no uncertain terms with refer
ence to existing conditions, and 
their expressions are heard in 
Washington, that the Chippewa 
matters will probably drag along 
indefinitely, to tho disgrace of the 
Government of the United States 
and to the great injury of the 
Chippewa people, the citizens of 
the State of Minnesota and the 
people of the United States.. Let 
some decisive action be taken buck 
home to loosen up existing con
ditions. 

How's This? 
We offer One Hundred Dollars Reward 

for any case of Catarrh that cannot be ' 
cured by Hall's Catarrh Medicine. 

Hall's Catarrh Medicine has been taken 
by catarrh sufferers for the past thirty-
five years, and has become known as the 
most reliable remedy tor Catarrh. Hall's 

.Catarrh Medicine acts thru the Blood on 
the Mucous surfaces, expelling the Pol-
son from the Blood and healing the dis
eased portions. 

After you have taken Hail's Catarrh 
Medicine for a snort time you will **• a 
great Improvement In your general 
health. Start taking Hall's Catarrh M/tfl-
clne at once and get rid of catarrh. ff*nd 
for testimonials, free. 

F. J. CHENEY A CO.. Toledo, Ohio. 
Bold by all Druggists. 78c. 
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If 

When you want 
the best 

In Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, Footwear, etc., call on 
us. 
We're right here every day in the year (except Sunday) to supply you ] 
with any and everything you may need in 

THE BEST AND PURES GROCERIES IN THE MARKET. 

The B. L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

White Earth, flinnesota. 


