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Justice and Fair Dealing for 
every Indian who desires to 
become a good Citizen. 
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CHIPPEWA MATTERS 
AT WASHINGTON. 

Success in Sight for the Chip
pewas This Winter. 

Jurisdictional Provisions Favorable to the 

Indian Bureai. 

Washington, D. C , 
Dec. 6, 1919. 

$5,000,000 this suit will mean 
much to the Chippewas. 

3. Suit will be authorized to 
be brought in the Supreme Court 
of the United States to recover 
from the State of Minnesota all 
of the swamp lands patented to 
said State that were a part of the 
lands belonging to the Chippewas 
in 1889. £This suit will determine 
the ownership of approximately 
1,400,000 acres of laud classified 
as swamp land, as well as the 
ownership of the timber thereon. 
It will be of interest to the Chip 
pewa Indians to learn that as a 
result of the efforts of the General 
Council the Department has with
in the last sixty days requested the 

Special to THB TOMAHAWK.— 
Tae second session of the 66tb 

Congress convened Monday, De
cember 1st. The House Commit
tee on Indian Affairs will immedi
ately take up for consideration the 
Indian Appropriation Bill This 
is the bill that carries appropria
tions for the Chippewa Indians 
The fight will again come up over 
the use of the Chippewa trust 
funds by the Indian Bureau in the 
maintenance of its agencies in 
Minnesota. The use of these funds 
will be strenuously resisted by the 
Legislative Committee of* the 
General Council. The fight this 
year bids fair to result in complete 
success. Each year the General 
Council has been gaining strength 
and this year the indications are 
that it will prevent any appropria 
tions from the trust funds for the 
use of the Indian Bureau and re
quire the Indian Bureau to /secure 
its appropriations for the Chiupe-
wa Indian Service from the Public 
Treasury. 

The Indian Bureau has decided 
to favorably recommend four 
jurisdictional provisions for the 
recovery of property belonging to 
the Chippewas from the United 
States and the State of Minnesota. 
These juii fictional provisions 
will refer to the courts for deter
mination the following questions: 

1. The ownership of the Red 
Lake Reservation, and of the pro
ceeds derived from the sale of a 
part of that reservation and from 
the timber cut from the reserva 
tion sirne 1889. The Red Lake 
Band has thus far received more 
than $1,000,000, representing the 
proceeds of the sale of 256,000 
acres of land and its members have 
also received a part of the funds 
derived from the sale of timber. 
A complete accounting will be had 
and the rights of all the Chippe
was of Minnesota to ^share in the 
funds heretofore received from 
the Red Lake property, and to 
share.in the proceeds derived from 
the sale and disposition of the re
main) ng property will be deter
mined by this suit. 

2. The Court of Claims will be 
given jurisdiction to determine the 
validity of the expenditures by the 
Indian Bureau from the trust 
funds of the tribe in maintaining 
the Indian Service among the 
Chippewas since 1889. There will 
b; a complete accounting of all 
funds expended. As these expen
ditures aggregate mote than 

suit in the. name of the United 
States against the State of Minne 
sota for the recovery of certain 
!and3 on the White Earth Reser
vation ceded to the State of Minne 
sota as swamp land. This suit 
will only effect a limited amount 
>̂f land on the White Earth Res
ervation. The jurisdictional pro
vision for the bringing of a suit to 
reover from the State all lands 
patented to it as swamp lands 
within the cessions of the Chippe 
wa Indians to the United States 
under the agreement of 1889 will 
enable the bringing of a suit that 
will adjust all claims of the Chip
pewa Indians for the disposition 
of their property as ewamn land. 

4. A general jurisdictional pro 
vision under which all remaining 
claims of the Chippewa Indians 
against the United States can be 
determined. • . 

These jurisdictional provisions 
will enable the Chippewas to ob
tain a complete aecwrttftf 
the FedeVal Government in the 
administration of the Chippewa 
estate since 1889, and the judg
ments that wilt probably be ob
tained will aggregate many mil
lion dollars. 

The Department will reserve its 
recommendation upon the admin
istrative feature* of the Ellsworth 
and Knutson Bills until it has had 
opportunity to inquire into the 
matter further. It is now appar
ent that some provision will be 
made during this session of Con
gress for immediate allotments of 
land to the Indians residing on the 
Red Lake Reservation and for the 
opening up of that reservation. 
This will necessitate legislation 
establishing a drainage system and 
changing the law with reference to 
the disposition of the lands not 
needed for allotment purposes. 
Under the agreement of 1889 these 
lands were to be disposed of at 
$1.25 per acre. As they are to be 
draioed at the expense of 
the Indians the law will be 
changed to that when they are 
drained the excess lands can be 
sold at their market value. 

The lands heretofore held within 
reservations on the Fond du t*c, 

Carelessness With 
dian Property. 

In-

In a recent issue we published 
the statement of an employee at 
this agency regarding the actions 
of certain subordinates and the use 
of government property by per- , . , . , , . , . » . _, et'iy accounted for: or whether any sons who have no right to the . . , , , , 
same. Following this publication 
we are in receipt of a commnnica 
tion from a member of the reserva
tion, a resident here, who signs 
his letter and requests that it be 
published, and which concerns the 
same parties who, by hook or 

in the last sixty aays requeue « « , o o k < m a n a g e w J^g & g r e f t t 

Department of Justice to bring a ^ ^ Q{ ^ ^ a t property 

for their personal use although 
other members of the Chippewa 
tribe, residents here, are unable to 
get even a discarded blanket for 
their own use. THE TOMAHAWK 
publishes these matters solely for 
the purpose of bringing them be
fore the people so that they may 
know just what disposition is being 
made o? their property. 

The communication follows: 
White Earth, Minn., 

Nov. 5th, 1919. 
THE TOMAHAWK: 

T a m a mixed-blood Chippewa 
Indian, and reside at White 
Earth, on the White Earth 
reservation, Minnesota. During 
the month of Agust and nearly all 
of the month of September, I wa* 
employed by Mr. John Lynch, 
•driving team, etc. During the 
month of September 1 was on my 
-way out to Mr. Lynch's cattle 
ranch, which is located on Little 

ifom jRat hike, when Mr. Lynch stop
ped me in front of his bouse, he 
was IfViog in a government house 
at that time, and he had me load 
into my wagon one new govern
ment bed, also une new govern
ment mattress and told me to take 
them out to the cattle ranch, which 
I did, and where they were used 
for the men to sleep in, there were 
also in use at this cattle ranch 
about one dozen or fifteen govern
ment blankets, both white and red, 
and most of them apparently new. 
During the time that I was em
ployed at the cattle ranch I slept 
in government Indian Service 
blankets. 

- Yours trulyi 
(signed) Louis Bunchamp. 

In view of the above and many 
other complaints reaching this 
office and which have been made 
public, it has been decided to hold 
a meeting of the local council for 
the purpose of appointing a com
mittee of three persons to investi
gate and find out if possible just 
what disposition has been made of 
all the property of the former 
boarding school. Since the closing 
of the school much has been said 
by members of the tribe as to the 
probable disposition of the vast 

retained and not offered for sale, 
and since no vehicles such as 
wagons, buggies and sleds were 
sold at the sale it is assumed 
that the same are on hand 
and in safe keeping. All the 
Horses were sold without har* 
nesss and it is proposed to find 
out just what has been done with 
all >his property; if it can be prop 

part of it has been condemned by 
sq no employees and scattered to 
thu four winds and no more atten
tion paid to it. Some of this 
property was no doubt shipped 
to other schools and it is proposed 
to find out whether or not it has 
been shipped outside the state to 
other than Minnesota Chippewa 
reservations, and if so, whether 
or not due credit was given the 
Chippewas. 

When the public sale of live
stock took place last fall two teams 
were retained, for what purpose 
we are unable to learn, as there is 
fr| need of them now that the 
school has been abandoned. Sev
eral cows were also kept and not 
offered for sale with the explana
tion that tbey were needed to 
furnish milk for the agency hospi
tal and also for the inmates of the 
"Old Folks' Home," which was 
transferred from Beaulieu to this 
agency last fall, but in view of the 
fact that there has not been a half 
dozen patients in the hospital since 
that time, they surely are hot in 
need of any great amount of milk, 
at least not to the extent of neces
sitating the feeding of several 
cows at the expense of the Chippe
was. 'So far as the inmates of the 
g|y Folks Home are concerned we 
venture to say they are hot in any 

immediate Ganger of foundering 
from beiug over-fed with fresh 
milk, or butter either. 

It is for the purpose of investi
gating these conditions that the 
local council will take the matter 
up, as it is a well known fact that 
Chippewa Indian property is dis 
tributed around in certain houses 
where it don't belong. While the 
people who manage to secure a 
certain amount of this property 
are not so much to blame, as any 
one would probably do the same 
thing under the circumstances, but 
the question is, how do they get 
it? what sort of a checking system 
is in use at this agency that makes 
such a condition possible? 

The accompaning communi
cation is a good illustration 
of the careless way in which 
this property is looked after, and 
it is the determination of the local 
council to go thoroughly into this 
matter with the view to finding 
out who is to blame and placing 
the matter before the Legislative 
Committee of the General Council 
at Washington this winter so that 
it may be brought to the attention 
of Congress. 

Encouraging Fact. 
I know of no more encouraging fact 

than the Unquestionable ability of man 
to elevate his life by a conscious en
deavor. Tt is something to be able to 
paint u particular picture or to carve 
a statue, and so to make a few objects i 
beautiful, but it is far more glorious • 
to carve and paint the very atmos
phere anil medium through which we 
look, which morally we can do.— 
Thoreau. 

Advertise in The 
it brings results. 

Tomahawk— 

The Society 
Of. 

AMERICAN INDIANS. 

A NATIONAL ORGANIZATION OF 
AMERICANS^ 

lOrgmalied at Oalo State University, 
APRIL, '1911. 
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Careful of Speech. 
"Is the faculty of your college well 

>rganized?" "Very. We haven't a 
-ingle professor who would dare to 
itmka a statement of fact without first 
uivlng It approved by a trust magnate 
:r a corporation lawyer."—Life. 

High Standard. 
"I hope I can support her In the 

style she is accustomed to." "Get 
wise to that style, though, before you 
marry her. I never knew my wife's 
people, but to hear her talk you'd think 
she wea raised fcV a palace.* 

MEMBERSHIP 

Active—Including Magazine, $2 
annually. 

Junior Active—Indians under 2,1 
years of age. Including Maga

zine, $1.50 annually. Without 
Magazine, 50c annually. 

Application for membership should 
be made to the Secretary-Treasur
er, Society of American Indians, 
707 20th Street, Washington, D. 
C. Information regarding the 
Society will be cheerfully furnish
ed upon inquiry to tho Secretary-
Treasurer, Washington, D. C. 

THOMAS L. SLOA*, 
President, 

322 Mass. Btdg. , 
Sioux City, Iowa. 
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! amount of ptfbperty which was on 
Grand Portage, L«ech Lake and ^ ^ a t ^ %{m^ 8 u c h M ^ 

Nett Lake Reservations are to be bankets, children's clothing, tools, 
immediately opened to entry and fete. Some of the live Rtock of the 
the reservations* discontinued, school here and in outlying school 
These reservations have been main- and farming districts was sold at 
tained for more than 30 years by public auction, but it known that 
tainea iur mure •*»• * a number of cows and horses were 
the Indian Bureau in violation of 
law. 

All this is the result of the work 
done by the General Council of 
the Chippewa lodians. 

Make the Matt «f Pleasure. 
Few young people make as ranch as 

they should of small pleasures. For 
many years the standards of enjoy
ment hare been nndergolng a change 
and there la a tendency to think that 
we cannot hare a good time that does 
not cost money. A girl's education Is 
far from complete till she has learned 
to enjoy herself simply and without 
any money expense.—Pennsylvania 
Orlt 

AMERICAN RED CROSS 

J HEALTH AND A 
'HAPPY NEW YEAR 
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When you want 
the best 

In Groceries, Dry Goods, Winter 
Clothing, Footwear, etc., call on 
us. 

• 

We're right here every day in'the year (except Sunday) to supply youll 
with any and everything you may need in 

THE BEST AND PUREST GROCERIES IN THE MARKET. 
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B. L. Fairbanks 
Company, 

White Earth, 
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Hinnesota. 
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